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FROM PASTOR DAVE
Every three years when we read the parable with the different kinds of soils (take a look at
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23), I find myself asking the question, "Which kind of soil am I?" Am I the hard
packed soil? So hard that no matter how good the seed is, it's just not sinking in? The honest
answer? Sometimes. Or am I the thorny soil? Soil that is so overgrown with the weeds of
distractions, schedules, busyness that prayer and worship are the first to go? Sometimes. Or might
I be the rocky soil? Soil that at first glance looks kind of good, but if you scratch just below the
surface, you discover that there just isn't much depth. And without depth, at the first signs of
adversity my faith begins to whither. Again - sometimes. Or am I that good soil? Rich soil that
surrounds the seed, starts the germination process, and yields thirty, sixty and even a hundredfold.
"Lord, am I like that? Am I good soil?" Sometimes. Not as often as I'd like, but sometimes.
The honest answer is that depending on the circumstances, depending on the time of my life,
I have been and I am all those types of soil. The same is true of you. And that's a truth that we
might be disappointed about. Something we need to confess again and again. Maybe that's what
we are to learn from the Parable of the soils. Good stuff leading to good prayers. “Lord let my heart
be good soil.”
And yet, when Jesus explains the parable, He doesn't call it the parable of the different types
of soil, but rather the Parable of the Sower. And because parables are typically about God and the
breaking in of God's kingdom, we can conclude that the Sower is God. The Parable of the Sower is
about who God is and what God does and how God goes about doing that which God does. God
spreads the Word seemingly willy nilly – even recklessly (according to our standards). God sows
abundantly and generously, not holding back, not discriminating between places or people. The
seed of the word comes to us no matter what kind of soil our hearts may be at any particular
moment. The word is being sown right now, even as you read this. The word is sown when we or
our kids go to camp. The word is sown when we gather for worship. God is over-the-top generous
in sowing the seed of the word. That's Good News!
And maybe that’s the Good News you need to be reminded about today. Maybe that’s the
Good News you need to be looking for and anticipating as you go through your day. Maybe that’s
the Good News you could be sharing.
In fact, as you give generously to support the ministry of your church, that’s exactly what you
are making possible – the sharing of the Good News of the unconditional love of Jesus. You are
making possible the sowing of those seeds into the soil of people’s hearts and lives. Friends.
Neighbors. Children. Your children and grandchildren. Your heart and life. My heart and life. May
we all continue to sow the word abundantly as we love and serve God by loving and serving people.
Pastor Dave

Pastor Megan’s Musings
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So, I have just recently returned from our latest service learning trip with our youth. These are opportunities for young
people to deeply engage their faith through service, learning and fellowship over a 9-month period. They start with team
building, Bible study, and fundraising in September, and continue to meet at least monthly throughout the school year until the
trip happens in early July. It’s always been a huge privilege to get to organize, lead, and just be part of these kinds of trips, and
I’m deeply grateful that St. Andrew’s supports these opportunities for young people.
This year was a new experience for me because for the first time ever we went to a city I had NEVER been to. Normally
when I plan these trips, I build them around connections I have in places I’m somewhat familiar with; a pastor friend who works
in New York, the homeless shelter I worked with during seminary, my old college stomping grounds, and even my hometown
(because you can always find a few free meals and good deals on lodging there … thanks mom, dad, mals, and Lebanon!) But
this year, the youth were excited about the idea of heading WEST, so we were off to Seattle, and let me tell you, this trip had
me more than a little stressed out during the planning stage.
However, because on this trip I too was going to a new place for the first time, it impressed upon me in a whole new way
the value of these trips and how they play a role in faith formation by helping young people experience the church in the best
way possible.
You see, it’s scary to step outside the familiar people and sights of home. You find yourself engaging with new ideas, new
cultures, and most importantly of all, new people. You rely on the hospitality of others as they welcome you into their
churches, give you a place to sleep, and welcome you to come worship with them. You are confronted with new ideas about
what it means to be church, and witness what God is doing in the larger church as you learn about the ministry being done in
other communities. You face and support each other as we overcome obstacles (be it starting a conversation with someone
new, whitewater rafting for the first time, or driving in downtown Seattle and getting totally stressed out - lol). It is living out
the calling to share the Good News of God’s love every day in ways that are sometimes scary and almost always challenging, but
being able to do it because you are grounded in God’s supporting love and you feel that love through the people traveling with
you. In short… it is being church, and it makes a huge impact on the lives of all those who participate.

Let me share some examples from our latest trip with you. Much of our service work on this trip involved the people
who either were or had been homeless. Seattle has the 3rd highest rate of homelessness in the United States right now, and we
were directly confronted with it throughout the trip. The church we stayed at, Immanuel Lutheran Church, is known as a safe
place with hygiene programs, a food shelf, and people sleeping outside for the night right on the church steps. We were coming
back from dinner one night and a woman preparing to spend the night outside on the street cheerfully waved at us and said have
a good night! It was need on a whole different level than what we are used to seeing in Grand Rapids, and it made a big
impression on each participant of the trip.
We volunteered for two days at a Women’s Home where people who had been homeless for over a year found homes that
provided them with the services and support they needed to live healthy productive lives. We spent our time there painting,
gardening, cleaning, talking to residents and helping make the building look a little bit more like a home for the residents who
lived there. One of the youth on the trip reflected that she felt like she shared Good News about God’s love when she used
some of her own money to buy sidewalk chalk, bubbles and a beach ball for some kids living in the building. Other youth
purchased flowers and gardening tools to help make the garden a nicer space for the building residents, once again digging into
their own pockets to pay for the items. Another youth shared how talking to the residents at the home, sharing our trip with
them, and hearing how our efforts were impacting their day to day life made her feel like she shared God’s love and gave her a
new passion for helping those who are homeless.
Another service we did was handing out care packages to people living on the streets. These were bags with socks,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, a wash cloth, nail clippers, and a few granola bars in them that we carried around the city and
gave to people who looked like they needed a little help. Youth would say they saw someone who needed a kit, then go with a
group of 2-3, always within sight of the adults and the larger group, and ask if they would like a kit. It was unusually hot and dry
while we were there, so we bought water to hand out to people as well. Our first day, we didn’t carry the kits and that night at
check in, many of the youth on the trip talked about how disturbing it was to notice people who did not have their basic needs
for shelter, food, and clean water met, and not feel like they could do anything about it. Later after handing out these care kits
to people (many of whom were very grateful, including the woman sleeping on the church steps who blessed the kids and said
continued...

Pastor Megan’s Musings -

3

continued...

they made her night), youth started talking about how they felt like they were sharing God’s love and living their faith in a real way
through these small acts of kindness, by not simply walking past someone living on the street but rather offering to help in whatever
simple way they could. One youth wrote that she had always been told to stay away from people like that and not communicate
with them, but now she sees them as people and she won’t be so nervous to offer help if she can. Another said that in the future,
she would view homeless people as people and not stereotypes.
These trips go so far beyond service. They are about so much more then painting a wall or planting a garden. They are
about living your faith, about learning to meet those needs when we can (even though as one youth shared, it means going outside
your comfort zone), asking and struggling with hard questions, and caring deeply about those around you and the world God has
made. They are about become a community that works together, supports, challenges and even annoys each other at times, but is a
safe place where everyone belongs and people can be open and honest as they explore how they feel about big issues… they are
about being God’s church, an imperfect group of people who experience, celebrate and share God’s love.
Thank you to everyone who was part of making this year’s trip possible! And please keep an eye on the bulletin for a special
adult forum at St. Andrew’s this Fall where youth will be coming to share their experiences with you!

Spud Shack
It's that time of the year again folks! St. Andrew's Spud Shack will be at the
Grand Rapids fairgrounds this weekend during the Car Show/Swap Meet.
Stop by our booth to buy delicious baked potatoes with all the fixings
(cheese, chili, broccoli, sour cream, onions, bacon bits, and more), an ice
cold pop or water, walking tacos, giant pickles and more. And don't forget to
stop by early on Saturday and Sunday mornings for our famous cinnamon
rolls with homemade icing. All funds raised help support the high school and
middle school youth program at St. Andrew's. If you'd like to volunteer to
help, please contact Pastor Megan at the church!!!

Rally Sunday is Coming!!
Be sure to put Sunday, September 10th on your calendar, because you won’t want to miss all the fun of
Rally Sunday! We will have an outdoor worship (weather permitting) at 9:00 am in the
practice field across the road from the church with tons of great music, communion and
more! Then it’s back to the church for a kid’s carnival complete with Bounce house,
games, prizes and face painting. A free community picnic will also be held at St. Andrew’s
during the carnival. Finally, we will work on several service projects to celebrate God’s
Work, Our Hand’s Day, an ELCA event in which congregations from all across the nation
share God’s love through service work. It’s a great Sunday and you won’t want to miss any of the fun!!!!
Look for announcement on page 6 in this newsletter for information on ordering your “God’s work. Our Hands.” tshirt.
The "Men's Breakfast" is a group of men who meet every Wednesday morning at
7:00 am at the Forest Lake Restaurant. Each week, they discuss the scripture for
the next Sunday's worship service. It's a nice way to start the day. All men are
welcome to attend.

St. Andrew’s Newsletter

In an effort to reduce spending, St. Andrew’s is now sending the newsletter via email as a pdf
attachment to all those we have addresses for and will only be mailed to our shut-ins who do not have
computer access. Please make sure we have your correct email address by calling the church office at
326-8508 or emailing saintand@saintand.org. For those without computer access, stop in the church
office for a printed copy.

President’s Report
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Friends in Christ Jesus, thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter! It is one vehicle through which you are able to
stay connected on how to experience, embrace and share God’s love here at St. Andrew’s!
“What is your Story?” (Pertaining to your connection with Christ, the Church, and how you carry out your discipleship with
and through Christ.)
I love hearing the stories of other Christians and how they walk with Christ. Just recently – I spoke with an older man who had
a lot of life etched in his face. We talked for quite a while and found out that through God’s Grace and his belief in Jesus Christ
that he is alive today and sober. He also explained that it was the outreach of a local church while he was in prison that helped him
change his story, thus allowing him to do outreach as well.
We, at St. Andrew’s, are in the position to likewise change our story. The Congregational Council has been exploring what it
would take to have a successful Capital Appeal here at St. Andrew’s. What is a Capital Appeal you may ask? It is an appeal to raise
a significant amount of money to accomplish:
 eliminating our mortgage. We would realize $45,000 extra a year to put toward: ministries within the church and in the
outside community, etc. …
 taking care of our 27+ year old building. I have lived in my current house for 15 years and have made many cosmetic and
necessary changes. So, I would be safe in saying that St. Andrew’s building structure and physical plant are in need of
cosmetic as well as necessary changes and updates.
 would allow the congregation to revitalize its ministries and possibly realize new ministries.
Last Thursday, July 13th many of your Council members met with Pastor David to Skype with Pastor Dick Wehrs from Peoria,
Illinois – a known expert in the area of Church Capital Appeals. The information that was gained was invaluable and a huge Thank
You to be given to Pastor Wehrs giving of his time and knowledge freely. The next steps that are in motion are as follows:
 Church Council created a subcommittee: Cindy Busby, Pastor David Anderson, Renata Rogalla, Steve Teff and Jim
Martinetto. The subcommittee will be creating a “case statement” which will answer the following: Where do we want to
be? What is it that we believe God is calling us to? How are we preparing for the future? What is our spiritual yearning?
Once the case statement is created and agreed upon, the committee will be looking at the monetary size of the appeal,
subsequently sharing this information with the rest of the Council and also keeping you, the congregation, informed.
 the subcommittee – or another team created by the council - will then be setting up interviews/presentations from
consultants from a handful of firms that work with Church Capital Appeals. This is only a fact finding and information
gathering piece so that the Council has all the information necessary to present to the congregation to consider. These
meetings with consultants are non-binding and will give a clear idea of how much this would cost – an important piece of
this puzzle.
Please know that the Church Council cannot on its own decide that St. Andrew’s is going to engage in a Capital Appeal. Such
a decision would only be made by the congregation in a duly called meeting of the congregation. Prior to that, the Council will
continue learning and putting together all the information the congregation would need to first discuss and then perhaps make a
decision about a possible Capital Appeal.
I am excited to be a part of St. Andrew’s story and hope that this is an endeavor that the congregation can get behind.
God’s Peace,
Steve Teff, Council President

Hey all you Rascals!
Our first meeting will be Thursday, September 7th which is a week
earlier than usual. We have to meet the first Thursday of September
because the younger “rascals” of the church will be preparing for
the Bargains are Great on 38 Sale on the second Thursday. Our
September meeting will be a time to visit and catch up with one
another. Please sign up on the kiosk at church by Friday,
September 1st which is earlier than usual because Labor Day
complicates matters. Deb and Shelly will be preparing a delicious
meal for us, and they're keeping the price at $8.00. Where else do
you find a full delicious meal for that price?!! Put September 7th on
your calendar for a fun evening!

Bike and Build
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St. Andrew's will once again be hosting the Bike and Build riders at St. Andrew’s on
Saturday, July 29th through Sunday morning, July 30th. These college kids pedal
their way across the USA raising funds and awareness for affordable housing. We
are looking for volunteers to help prepare and serve dinner on Saturday, July 29th
and breakfast on Sunday, July 30th. Please contact Nancy Reid (218-327-2453) for
more details. Join us at 6:00 pm on Saturday, July 29th to meet the riders, hear
about their journey, and kids bring your bikes to take a short ride with the group.

Water Filter Festival—Wednesday, August 2nd!
Ready, Set, Get WET!!!!! It's time for our 2nd annual water filter festival! This year we will have special guests with
us at the event from our companion synod in Honduras. (They are the ones who help distribute the water filters.)
Join us for minnow races, water balloon fights, cardboard canoe races, and, of course, try to dunk the Pastors in the
dunk tank!!!! All funds raised will be used to support clean water projects in Honduras and around the world. Here is
the schedule of events:






1:00 - 3:00 pm - Cardboard Canoe Building starts- Teams of youth (or adults) welcome to participate!
Please bring life jacket; all building materials supplied.
4:00 pm - Water games, dunk tank, giant slip and slide, minnow races and more!
5:30 pm - Water Balloon FIGHT
6:00 pm - Lakeside worship and bonfire
7:00 pm - Cardboard Canoe Races on McKinney Lake

Cost is $5 per person or $20 per family. This includes unlimited games with prizes, minnow races, giant slip and
slide, water balloon fight, face painting, bonfire with hot dogs and s'mores at 6:45 pm, mini walk for water, and
attempts to dunk the pastor for kids 15 and under. Youth and adults ages 15 and up can attempt to dunk the pastor
for $1 per try. Snacks and drinks will be available to purchase to help support clean water projects.
Join us for all the fun! Sign up in the Fellowship Hall to help with the event. Youth and adult volunteers needed!
Please contact Pastor Megan for more details.

Special Guests— Wednesday, August 2nd!
St. Andrew’s will be blessed to have several special guests with us on Wednesday, August 2 nd. Four leaders from our
companion synod in Honduras (the ICLH) will be joining us for the Water Filter Festival and worship on Wednesday,
August 2nd. Please be sure to come and meet these wonderful people who are working to share God’s love in some of
the poorest and most violent parts of Honduras. The Water Filter Festival starts at 4:00 pm and Worship starts at 6:00
pm. Plus, plan to stay for the Bonfire and to watch the cardboard canoe races after worship. It will be a great time!
You can also see our guests from Honduras at a Synod Learning Event!
Liberation Theology Workshop to be held on Tuesday, August 8 from 10:00 am to noon at the Lutheran Church of
the Good Shepherd (ELCA) at 1325 N 45th Avenue East, Duluth, MN 55804.
Liberation theology has shaped the lives and faith of many of our Latin American brothers and sisters in Christ and has
influenced people of faith worldwide with its emphasis on social justice and empowerment of those who are marginalized
by class divisions, poverty, racism and discrimination. We will also be discussing how liberation theology relates and
speaks to our context here in the United States.
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St. Andrew's Handbell choir will soon begin Fall rehearsals, and we need
YOU! We are currently looking for a part-time paid director to lead the handbell
choir. We are a volunteer, currently 10-member group that shares the joy of
ringing for our 8:00 am and 10:30 am Sunday services once a month
September through May. We rehearse once a week and own a beautiful 5octave set of Schulmerich handbells. We are looking for an energetic,
experienced musician who will help us prepare for and lead our Sunday
handbell anthems. If interested, please email a resume and cover letter
including contact info for at least 2 professional references to
saintand@saintand.org.

2017 Tuesday Summer Concert Series
August 1
August 8

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church (Cohasset)
“Itasca Brass” Brass choir favorites from classical to modern - Sander Grotjohn, Phil
Kneeland, Tom Patnaude, Deena Skaja & Mike Wourms
Community Presbyterian Church
“Mase and the Masons” Classical to expert improvisation vocal and in-

strumental
Tiger rag six-hand piano with Jim, Sarah & Abi

August 15
August 22

August 29

Zion Lutheran Church
“From Here and There: A Celebration of the Organ’s Diversity”
Classic to contemporary organ music by Emily Rudquist
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
“Swing Delivery” 12-member Big Band playing selections from the “Swing Era”
Community Presbyterian Church
“Smooth Jazz Standards & a Little Bit More” piano, guitar & percussion vocal and
instrumental Northern Lights Trio

* Every Tuesday * 12:45 pm Lunch $6.00
* 12:00-12:45 pm Concert * Freewill offering for concert
Blog at: http://grandrapidsmnsummerconcerts.blogspot.com

“God’s Work. Our Hands.”
St. Andrew’s would like to encourage people to PREORDER and PREPAY
for “God’s work. Our hands.” t-shirts. (We do not have a line item or $ to
front the costs so payment must be made in advance of ordering.) We will
wear them on Rally Sunday, September 10. If you already purchased a shirt
last year, please wear it!
T-shirts are 100% preshrunk cotton. Youth and Adult sizes available. If we
receive enough orders, we are able to customize the back of the shirt with
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church name.
We will be taking orders (size, quantity) and $7.25 payment per t-shirt in
the church office and place the order all at once. Deadline to order at St.
Andrew’s is Sunday, August 13. Please call the church office at 218-3268508 or stop in the office to place your order. Or for more information,
email saintand@saintand.org
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We are pleased to announce a St. Andrew's summer cruise planned on the
specially equipped "Lets Go Fishing" pontoon Sunday, August 20th from
4:00-6:30 pm. There will be time to have a fun and informative tour on
Pokegama Lake and also to break bread [sandwiches or pizza] together as
we thank God for all of the blessings that He has given us. We board at
Tioga Beach pier where we can load walkers or wheelchairs if needed.
Please contact Marn Flicker 326-0811 to reserve a spot. Space is limited to
10 guests so reserve a spot early.

Pastoral Acts
Baptisms
June 11
July 24

Marko Ross Goodman
Dawson Reid Erickson

June 13
July 1
July 21

Lloyd Leo Metzger
Emil Albin Johnson
Jerry P. “Bish” Bishop

Funeral

Special Gifts
$25 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Ernest Moore
$25 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Jerry Christensen by Lisa Bolton
$25 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Lloyd Metzger by Lisa Bolton
$1,000 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Lloyd Metzger by Miriam Metzger
$20 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Loralee Busby Edlund by Barry & Angela Olson
$20 to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church rebuild in memory of Loralee Busby Edlund by Bruce & Diane Mangseth
$20 to Scholarship Fund in memory of Emil Johnson by Jim & Gail Olijnek
$15 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Emil Johnson by Irene Weller
$50 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Emil Johnson by Kent Fredrickson
$20 to Front Door Accessibility in memory of Emil Johnson by Harry & Jean Gardner
BACKPACK PROJECT
It is that time of year again ~Back To School! ADK (a teacher sorority) and
Salvation Army have joined forces again to ensure that all students have what they
need when they walk through those doors in September but we need your help!
There is a tree in the Narthex outside the church office with pencil tags hanging
from it. Each tag has a grade and male or female labeled on the front with a list of
items on the back. If you can, grab a tag and fill a backpack to make one child's
first day of school easier! We appreciate all of your help and donations. If you
have any questions, please contact Angie Berg at 612-210-9078.

The members of the PRAYER CHAIN are
ready to offer their confidential help and support
through prayer. Please call Jean Gardner at 9999890 or Gail Olijnek at 326-2431 with your
prayer requests.

Deadline for September Newsletter

All newsletter articles and information need to
be in the church office by August 20 to have it
included in the September newsletter. Thank
you for being on time with your information.
The newsletter will be available online
Thursday, August 24.

W—O—W - Worship on Wednesdays
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Summer is here! We in the northland often find ourselves spending lots of time on the lake
or links, with guests and family—even on Sunday mornings. If this is you, consider
worshipping outdoors at St. Andrew’s lakeside setting Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm
now through August 30. It’s a less-formal worship gathering; the Bible readings and
sermon are based on the previous Sunday’s texts and sermon. Music is usually with
guitar. We have Holy Communion each week. Worship is followed by campfire with
hotdogs and s-mores. In case of inclement weather, worship will be inside the sanctuary.

St. Andrew’s youth will once again be participating in the Highway 38 Sale on September 15th and 16th. We are currently
collecting sale items and welcome any donations. Popular items include housewares, tools, sports equipment, furniture,
toys, books, games, movies, small electronics (no Tube TVs please), hunting gear, craft supplies, fabric, holiday
decorations, clothing in good shape (nothing faded or torn please) and more. Donations can be dropped off in the youth
room from now until Thursday, September 14th! Thank you.
Youth and parents, we need your help for the sale! Set up will be Wednesday, September 13th from 3:00pm-6pm (dinner
will be served afterwards) and on Thursday, September 14th from 3:30 pm until we are finished (many hands make light
work). We also need youth to sign up to help after school on Friday and on Saturday to help work the sale, sell food, and clean up on
Saturday. Please see Pastor Megan to sign up!
This is our second biggest fundraiser of the year, and all proceeds support high school and middle school youth ministry here at St. Andrew’s
and will help to send youth to the 2018 National Youth Gathering in Houston Texas! Thank you for your support!
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NEW MEMBERS CLASS - Everyone interested in becoming part of the family of
faith at St. Andrew’s should participate in New Member Classes. During this class, we
cover the basics of Christianity from a distinctly Lutheran perspective and are
introduced to the ministries of St. Andrew’s. New Member Classes will be offered
Thursdays, September 21 and September 28, with new members received into
membership on Sunday, October 8 at the 10:30 am worship service. September 21
class will be from 6:30-8:00 pm. September 28 class will begin with a meal for new
members and their sponsors at 6:00 pm; followed by class for new members from 6:308:00 pm. Please call the church office at 326-8508 to sign up to attend.

Thank You Notes
The Summer Concert board again thanks you for your
participation in our annual concert series. Thank you for
hosting the summer concert and luncheon. The concert
was great, the lunch delicious, and the fellowship most
enjoyable. Your time to help make this event successful
was greatly appreciated. Thank you!
Summer Concert Committee
Dear St. Andrew’s Scholarship Committee,
Thank you so much for selecting me to receive one of
your scholarships. It was an honor to be chosen and I
hope I can represent the church well at college. Thank
you for all you do!
Sincerely,
MacKenzie Kooda
Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
In our region, warmer weather means school is out
and children are no longer receiving school breakfast and
lunches. Increased expenses for food can create a need
for help in families already struggling to make ends meet.
Having to choose between keeping you and your children
fed or paying a bill, like electric, car insurance or rent, is
no choice any parent wants to make. Thanks to your
generous gift of $215.31 to Second Harvest North Central
Food Bank, we are able to lessen that burden on hungry
individuals and families. You are a valued partner in our
fight against hunger. Thank you for generosity and for
making a difference in north central Minnesota with your
Noisy Offering donations.
Susan Estee, Executive Director
St. Andrew’s friends,
Thank you so much for the kind words and support
and prayers throughout my dad’s illness and then his
death. Steve and I truly appreciate it.
Karen Teff and the family of Jerry Christensen
Dear Congregation of St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
I cannot tell you how much your prayers have meant
to Gloria Dei in the wake of the tragic fire in our beloved
church building,. Though there have been difficult days
both responding to the fire and taking our ministry beyond
the church walls, Gloria Dei is blessed with excellent lay
leaders and we have all been encouraged by the response
of the community in providing worship space, hosting
other ministries as long as needed, and expressing

incredible generosity of time and resources.
On behalf of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, I am
writing to acknowledge your gift of $461 toward the
congregation’s Rebuilding Fund. Thank you very much
for this generous gift.
While we know that the church is the people of God
and not the building, we are aware of how Gloria Dei’s
unique worship space full of memory and beauty has been
a vehicle of God’s welcome worship, and witness for
generations. We have every intention of rebuilding in the
same location and have every hope of incorporating as
much as we can from the original structure. At the same
time, we look at this is an opportunity for growing in
ministry and planning for the generations who will come
after us, who will continue to hear the gospel proclaimed,
who will come to the waters of baptism and the Lord’s
table, whose faith will be planted and tended to participate
in God’s mission for the life of the world.
We are still in the wilderness, but are continually
seeing signs of God’s goodness. Through your gift and by
God’s grace, the living legacy of Gloria Dei’s ministry
will continue to the glory of God and the good of our
neighbor. Many thank for your generous solidarity and
prayers.
David M. Carlson, Pastor
In keeping with last year’s thank you note where we
passed along a heartfelt thank you from the Hunger
Appeal staff in Chicago… This year, we thought we would
share a note of thanks from two of our wonderful bidders.
“Dear quilters,
We have been bidding on quilts all 18 years of the
quilt auction. We do it because we love your beautiful
“God’s Work, Our Hands” quilts and because all the
money the auction raises goes to the ELCA Hunger
Appeal. I have been on the Hunger Task Force for
most of my ministry so I know the importance of your
“labor of love.” We are always amazed at the hours
you spend perfecting your “piece of art!!” A Big
thank you to you for your efforts again this year! God
Bless your ministry!
In Jesus, Pastor Dan & Lil Holm, Bethlehem-Twig”
We wish you could hear all the comments about the quilts
that we do. They all witness to the powerful and beautiful
ministry you have created. Thanks!!
Wishing you God’s Peace and our thanks,
The NE Minnesota Synod Quilt Team

Prayer Shawl Ministry
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We’ve taken the summer off from getting together to work on our prayer shawls, but I
know some of you have been working on them at home anyway. Thank you for all your
prayers and beautiful stitches that are making comforting shawls for those in need of caring,
healing and love.
St. Andrew’s Quilters have graciously donated some full skeins of yarn of different
colors for us to use in our prayer shawls. Check out our bin under the table just outside the
church office to see if there is a skein or two of yarn you can use.
Tuesday, September 26th, we will again start to meet at church in the Fireside Room at 10:00 am; and we will
continue to meet every 4th Tuesday of the month. Hope to see you all there!

Congratulations to St. Andrew’s 2017 Scholarship Recipients! Scholarships were awarded Sunday June 4 during
worship. Receiving scholarships were Jacob Grandia, MacKenzie Kooda, Anita Williams, Carolan Janssen, Abigail Teff
and Kary Sheppard. Pictured above are Anita, Kary, Karin Grandia accepting on behalf of Jacob, Abigail and Carolan.

Looking for a quick bite for lunch? Stop by the Super One Dawg House on the north
end of town on August 3rd, 4th, or 5th between 11am-6pm and get some great food while
helping support the youth going on the 2018 National Gathering and Synod Journey in
Houston Texas! Youth and parents, we are looking for kids to help work this event. If you
can help for a couple hours on any of these days, please contact Pastor Megan!

Linking Women Together
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"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength." Mark 12:30

Diane Hannah, Co-Chair
Diane Mangseth, Co-Chair

Sunday, May 21 was Quilt Sunday. The
Wednesday morning quilters have completed 86 quilts this
year. On Quilt Sunday, each pew was decorated with
these labors of love before being boxed and sent to
Lutheran World Relief. After they reach their destinations
throughout the world, they will be used for warmth,
shelter and a variety of ingenious uses. Special donations
this year have been given locally to Advocates for Family
Peace, St. Andrew’s Pie & Service Auction, fall WELCA
Bazaar, ACT Community Connect event, local emergency
needs and Northeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly for
their quilt auction for world hunger. A BIG thank you to
all who have contributed materials, completed tops at
home, came to church to assemble these quilts, and those
who donated funds to ship the quilts. If you want to help
with quilting at home, there are packaged precut squares
for tops that you are welcome to take home and sew.
These kits are located in a marked green bin below the
narrow table in the narthex. We would also welcome you
to come and help us assemble quilts on Wednesday
mornings. No experience needed! St. Andrew’s is deeply
grateful for those involved in the quilting ministry of our
congregation. Only God knows how many lives have been
touched and comforted by the warmth of these quilts.

Sunday Coffee Hour
Each monthly newsletter lists the serving group for the
next month. If your name is on the list, please call your
leaders to let them know when you would like to serve
coffee and/or donate baked goods and snacks for Sunday
mornings. Thank you so very much for your Christian

hospitality to help make coffee time a success.
August co-leaders are Jean Gardner and Gail Olijnek
Jan Anderson
Sue Backe
Alicia Bauman
Diane Bedient
Deanna Bothma
Charity Briggs
Jennifer Bymark
Kay Carvey
Mary Pat Christensen
Jerry Clark
Susan Denney
Kevin Docken
Irene Dodds
Megan Drusch
Jennifer Eck
Jennifer Fothergill
Diane Goetzman
Shana Gould
Anissa Grotjohn
Jill Haroldson
Esther Hoganson
Melanie Jacobson
Kim Jamtgaard
Rachelle Jensen
Judy Johnson
Tammy Johnson
Tina Karges
Julie Kennedy
Jean Koewler
Carol Kolu
Shirley Kongsjord
Tami Kottke
Kristi Kral
Kara Lefebvre
Bette Luoma
Tiffany Madsen
Shannon Mann
Kathleen Menk
Susan Mertz
Susan Oberhelman
Barbara Olson
Becky Pellymounter
Fran Rowe
Amy Savela
Lori Schneider
Polly Sheppard
Gail Shoemaker
Cathy Snowden
Cindy Tweet
Pat Vann
Rochele Wimmer
Nicolle Zuehlke
God bless you all for doing God’s service.
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes
June 21, 2016
6:00 PM

In Attendance - Pastor David Anderson, Pastor Megan, Cindy Busby, Renata Rogalla, Byron Snowden, Steve Teff, Gretchen
Bachman, Barry Olson, Kim Jamtgaard, Jim Martinetto, Audrey Moen
Absent - All present
1. Devotions—Cindy Busby
2. President’s Comments—
Steve Teff shared the circle in his life with a birth and a death close to him. He has felt God’s presence so deeply and firmly
believes his father-in-law is in heaven. It was a beautiful message of God’s love and faith. He also shared about our council
cookout next month and passed out a sign-up sheet. Steve mentioned the church in Moose Lake that has a thrift shop with all
of the profits going towards the youth. He talked about the possibility of joining with other churches in our area to support
our youth or other programs in the area.
3. Pastor’s Reports—
 In the midst of Vacation Bible School, which is such a fun time of year.
 Ready to go on the front door accessibility project!
 Service Learning Trip is coming up for the youth! 10 day road trip to Seattle. There will be a combination of prayer,
service ministry and life changing personal exchanges. What a blessing this is. Prayers for Pastor Megan and the three
adult chaperones.
 Rally Sunday is coming up Sept. 10th and we are considering a service across the field and a meal and carnival following the
service.
4. Previous Minutes— The minutes from last months council meeting were amended and approved.
5. Treasurer’s Report—
a. Council Motion to be able to sign at banks. Jim Martinetto made a motion to remove Amber Jackson and Diane Weber
from the signature card at Grand Rapids State Bank. Seconded by Barry Olson.
b. We looked at the Financial Statement after May. We currently are operating at a deficit but thankfully our expenses are
also down. We will look at our finances more closely at next month’s council meeting.
c. Byron Snowden motioned to accept the financial report and it was seconded by Audrey Moen. All approved.
6. Old Business—
a. Road name change
The Reif Center approached St. Andrew’s about renaming Conifer Drive to Reif Center Drive. We are unsure of whether
they mean to change 16th Street to Reif Center Drive as well. We were hoping to get in on the electric sign, but it will be
a school district sign. We will wait for more information.
b. Roof Repair - No new information to report
c. Secure Doors for Preschool- No new information to report
d. Council Opening- Keep talking to each other and pursue other voices on the church council.
e. Rally Sunday - One meeting was had and a lot was accomplished. It will be September 10th and they are thinking of
continuing with the plans from last fall. There will be a service across the field and a meal and carnival in the church
parking lot after the service.
7. New Business
Preschool - The preschool council came to talk to us about the preschool’s enrollment and discuss next year. Currently, they
have the enrollment next year to continue the program with approximately $1500 coming out of their savings. There is
still an opportunity to get more students enrolled before next year. This is a big celebration and they are thankful to
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continue next year and build the program to pay their savings back. It was wonderful to have them here and we are hoping
to have them come to council meetings again so we can support this beautiful ministry of St. Andrew’s.
Capital Policy - Looked at the Capital Projects Spreadsheet. It contains 3 categories: the top category contains projects that
are fully funded and approved by the council. These two approved projects are the sound system and the handicapped
entrance. The second category is planned projects which are being fundraised currently. At this level, we are authorized
to receive funds. We currently have the sight system as a planned project being fundraised. We have 24 % of the project
funded at this time. We have several proposed projects at this time including new carpeting, parking lot paving, church
staining and siding repair, and preschool security doors. We also need to consider replacing the dishwasher, flat roofing
and ceiling repair.
Byron Snowden made two motions: The first is to change the name from projects under consideration to proposed projects.
Seconded by Jim Martinetto. Byron is also motioning to move the preschool security doors from proposed projects to
planned projects. This was seconded by Jim. These were both agreed on by the council. Jim made a motion to change the
matrix (scored by the Capital policy committee) from 1-4 to 1-10. It was seconded by Barry Olson.
- Audrey mentioned asking to add a line to show the balance of planned and proposed projects to show progress and
growth.
- Barry motioned that we change the title of the Planned Projects, blue area, to add the wording authorized to receive
funding in parenthesis and to add fully funded in parenthesis for the approved projects, green area. The motion was
seconded by Cindy Busby. All approved and the motion was passed.
Capital Appeal - Pastor Dave has a telephone appointment to talk with someone to assist us and talk to us about the possibility
of a capital campaign.
Retreat Feedback - We need more input and all of us with clear minds to talk about our vision for our committee structures.
We decided to talk about this at next month’s council meeting first while we are fresh and then look at the quarterly
financial statement.
Personal Weekends - Pastor Dave made a motion that we grant the associate pastor four personal weekends annually, with the
understanding that Pastor Megan Crouch will have two personal weekends for the remainder of 2017. The motion was
seconded by Jim Martinetto. All approved.
8. Upcoming Calendar Events a. 6/21 WOW- Worship on Wednesday
b. 6/28 WOW - Worship on Wednesday
c. 7/4 Fourth of July
d. 7/5 WOW- Worship on Wednesday
e. 7/12 WOW- Worship on Wednesday
f. 7/18 Council Meeting / Cook out at 5:30
g. 7/19 WOW- Worship on Wednesday
h. 7/26 WOW- Worship on Wednesday
i. 7/27 Spud Shack Prep
j. 7/28 Spud Shack/ Car Show and Swap Meet
k. 7/29 Spud Shack/ Car Show and Swap Meet
l. 7/29 Bike and Build
m. 7/30 Spud Shack/ Car Show and Swap Meet
n. 7/30 Bike and Build
9. Adjournment

As many of you know, HEALING PRAYERS are offered the third Sunday of the month, during communion. Healing prayers are offered
behind the sound booth in the sanctuary.
Remember, you can come for prayers for yourself, a friend or relative or to give thanks. We are all broken people and God's power can
heal or make us whole.
Praying is not changing God's will to ours, but discovering God's will for us. We do not know why some people are cured and some are
not. But we do know God touches lives and brings people into a closer relationship with Him even when a cure does not happen.
During the Sunday communion service and healing prayers, Jesus is present to touch and heal.
"Before they call, I will answer, and while they are still speaking, I will hear". Isaiah 65:24
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Read It - Read It - Read All About It
The Monday Night Bible Study Group, led by members of the group, will continue the series “Parables: The
Greatest Stories Ever Told” in September. The study is Bible Based and meets on the second and fourth Monday
of each month September through May. Everyone welcome; please join us.
This Life Guide Bible Study features additional questions for starting group discussions and for meeting God in
personal reflection, together with expanded leader's notes and a ‘Now or Later’ section in each study. Each
lesson is stand alone; come when you can or to all.
Upcoming Lessons are:
6
The Wheat & the Weeds
7
Parables of Money & Self-Worth
8
The Wise & Foolish Virgins
9
Parable of the Talents
10 The Pharisee & the Tax Collector
11 Parable of the Rich Fool
12 The Rich Man & Lazarus

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Matthew 24:36—20:16
Matthew 24:36—25:13
Matthew 25:14-30
Luke 18:9-14
Luke 12:13-21
Luke 16:19-31

SIMPLY GIVING
A simple choice; a generous response
The Simply Giving Program
Through Simply Giving®, your offerings are made through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You
determine the frequency of your automatic donation – weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly – the option is yours. Your
donation is deposited into St. Andrew’s bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your account.
Benefits to you and… St. Andrew’s
Simply Giving® is a reliable, safe way to move your stewardship plan into action. It allows you to share your donations
through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing stewardship. This is literally “first fruits” giving, as you
decide up front the level of your giving. Because your donation is given consistently, you won’t need to play “catch-up” at
year-end or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. But you’re not the only one that benefits.
Your congregation benefits from steady, more predictable donations throughout the year, more efficient bookkeeping, and
greater confidence in meeting its financial commitments.
Who do I call if I have more questions about the Simply Giving® program?
Contact Angela Olson, St. Andrew’s Parish Secretary, at the church office 326-8508. She can assist in signing you up or in
changing your authorization.

We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to do the
giving you want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card. Giving online is easy
and allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to set up automatic recurring
contributions. Simply visit the church website at www.saintand.org and click on the DONATE
button. Or, donate from your smart phone. Simply scan the image you see here using your
phone’s QR code reader. (Many free code readers are available at your app store.)
Contributions can be made to either the General Fund to support our many ministries or to the
Sight and Sound Fund.
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6:00p Church Council
meets

Church Office closed
Afternoons
Habitat Builders overnight
6:00p Children & Family
Ministries meets

14

Church Office closed
afternoons

21

Church Office closed
afternoons
9:00a Council Committee
meeting

28

Church Office closed
afternoons

13

9:00a Contemporary
Worship with Holy
Communion

20

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion & Healing
Prayers
4:00p “Let’s Go Fishing”
Newsletter Information due
in church office

27

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion

29

5:00p Mission Interpret
ers Training

22

Habitat Builders overnight
5:30p Property Committee
meets

8

7

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion
11:00a-5:00p ‘Dining to
Donate’ at Applebee’s

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
6:00p WOW Worship

30

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
6:00p WOW Worship

23

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
6:00p WOW Worship

16

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
6:00p WOW Worship

9

7:00p Al Anon

31

7:00p Al Anon

Church Office closed

25

Church Office closed

24

18

9:00a Habitat Build Day
9:00a FWC Board meeting
7:00p Al Anon

Church Office closed

5:30p Finance Team meets
7:00p Al Anon

17

11

10

Church Office closed
10:00a Youth Team at
Dawg House
4:00p Wedding rehearsal

10:00a Youth Team at
Dawg House
6:30p Youth Team meets
7:00p Al Anon

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
3:30p Water Filter Festival
6:00p WOW Worship
6:30p Cardboard Canoe
Races

6

4

3

2

Fri

1

Thu

Wed

Tue

Mon

Sun

AUGUST 2017

26

19

12

10:00a Youth Team at
Dawg House
3:00p Heitzman/Dable
wedding

5

Sat
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
September-May Sunday School 9:20 am
Adult Forum 9:30 am
Worship 8:00 & 10:30 am
Memorial Day Labor Day
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Wednesday Worship 6:00 pm

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a
rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE

God’s presence in our lives.

GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for
our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard
the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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