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FROM PASTOR DAVE…
February 14 is Ash Wednesday – the beginning of the 40 day season of Lent. Lent is a time set aside prior to
the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection on Easter. It is a time when we are invited to reflect more seriously on our
faith in the One who suffered and died on the cross for our sake, in our place, for our sin, out of overwhelming
love for us. In keeping with a more somber mood, the Hymn of Praise is omitted from the traditional liturgy, the
Alleluia verse is replaced by the Lenten verse “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful; slow
to anger and abounding in steadfast love.”
Your senses will tell you that it is Lent too, as you will see the color purple appearing on the altar, the pulpit
and the stoles Pastor Megan and I wear. Purple, traditionally, is a color associated with royalty. Lent culminates
with the “coronation” of Jesus on the cross, over which hung the sign: The King of the Jews. At St. Andrew’s,
your nose and palate will also sense that it is Lent as again we will enjoy soup suppers prior to Wednesday
evening worship. Come and enjoy a simple supper and conversation with friends and family! Your ears will also
sense Lent, as you hear the beautiful melodies of Holden Evening Prayer, written by Marty Haugen. Your sense
of touch is also part of the Lenten experience as you are invited to come forward on Ash Wednesday for the
imposition of ashes – which may indeed feel like an imposition, as we are reminded in a very visible way that we
are part of the problem – and the problem is sin.
Wednesday evening worship at St. Andrew’s will focus on a portion of the book of Revelation. This book is
probably the most mysterious and most difficult book in the entire bible to understand and grasp. Some people
cling to it as a description of the end times, while others dismiss it for being far too outlandish. No matter
where people fall, all will agree that Revelation contains both challenge and encouragement to followers of
Jesus. Over the course of the six weeks of Lent, we will be reading and reflecting on chapters 2 and 3 – that
portion that contains the letters to the angels of the seven churches. Christians in these churches are
encouraged to “hold on to what you have,” and challenged as they read “but this I have against you.” Please
commit to gathering for worship each Wednesday during Lent. And may “anyone who has an ear listen to what
the Spirit is saying to the churches.” To St. Andrew’s. To you.
Each Wednesday during Lent, discussion guide will be available – not only for our FINK youth and their
Lenten Faith Mentors, but for everyone in the congregation. This Lent, partner up with a friend or invite a
handful of your friends and/or closest acquaintances to join you for this guided discussion on life and faith.
It all begins February 14 – Ash Wednesday. I end with a quote taken from a resource called Sundays and
Seasons. It is from several years ago, but I kept it in a document on my computer as a reminder of what Ash
Wednesday and Lent are all about.

2

“Remember that you are dust and to dust you will return.” The words are not spoken in mockery, derision,
or despair. They are not meant to absolve us from the guilt of what we have done, nor to make us feel bad
for doing it. For even as they are spoken to us, we are marked with the sign of the cross, marked with the
sign of Him who died for each and every one of us, to save us from our sins. It is a promise – a promise that
though we are separated from God, we are not disowned. It is an understanding – an understanding that
though we are exiles, one day we will be called home. It is a confession – a confession that we have sinned,
but that we trust we will be forgiven. It is an acknowledgment – an acknowledgement that we are hungry
and at God’s table we will be welcomed and fed. Remember that you are dust, yes. And remember the cross
and the promise.
Peace,
Pastor Dave

February 14 Worship with Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes at 7:00 pm

LENTEN FAITH MENTORING
Once again, all youth in our FINK confirmation program will be looking for an adult to serve as their Lenten Faith
Mentor. A Mentor is someone who will commit to worshipping with the youth they are mentoring and then
engaging in a guided discussion of life and faith. (Printed discussion guides are provided each week.) The goal of
the mentoring program is to provide each youth with yet another trusted adult at St. Andrew’s – someone who will
take an interest in them, love them, pray for them, and hopefully greet them whenever they see each other in
church or in the community. Please consider saying “yes” if a youth asks you to be their mentor. Or, upon reading
this, perhaps you would let either of our pastors know that you would be willing to mentor someone who has yet
to find a mentor. You can make a difference in the life of a young person – a member of the same body of Christ
and family of God you are part of.
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Pastor Megan’s Musings…
One of the perks of being so directionally impaired that you still get lost in a city the size of Grand Rapids even
after living here 8 and a half year is that you become very good at admitting when you need to turn back… it’s hasn’t
been an easy lesson, it’s taken time and lots and lots of miles on my car, but slowly I have learned the art of turning
back…
Now why am I bringing this up? Well simply put, it’s almost Lent, and Lent is the season of repentance, or if
you go back to the Hebrew text the season of Shub which means to turn back.
Now I will be the first to admit that a season of Lent can sound a bit intimidating. A whole 40 days of fasting,
prayer, and repentance seems a bit overwhelming. And Lent often brings with it challenges like extra worship
services to attend, (and for church staff and pastors extra prep for said worship services), giving something up or
adding something to your life that helps you feel closer to Jesus, and as we move closer and closer to the cross
throughout the season, the call to repent gets louder and louder. I used to be afraid of Lent, afraid of messing up my
fast, or not doing enough, and of facing my own sinful nature as I was called to Repent. In many ways, it’s easier to
ignore Lent and focus on more uplifting Holidays like Valentines Day and St. Patrick’s Day, but Lent serves a very
important purpose in our lives… it is when God flags us down as we head miles and miles down the wrong roads of
life and reminds us that we don’t have to keep getting more and more lost… we can turn back.
Ok, let’s be honest about this, repentance is hard… it means admitting we were lost, we were going in the
wrong direction (and as someone who has literally driven hundreds of miles in the wrong direction throughout her
life, I know first hand this is not an easy thing to do). It means stopping our forward progress and back tracking…
again something most of us are loath to do. After all, moving forward should allow us a way to fix things right… we
shouldn’t have to go back the way we came… (that kind of thinking is what lands you in Eveleth MN when you are
trying to get to Brainerd!) The hard truth is that sometimes we really do need to stop, admit we are going the wrong
way, and start working our way back. The great news for us though is that we aren’t alone on the journey!
Throughout His teachings, Jesus reminds us of the extreme lengths God is willing to go through to find us when
we are lost. The Parables of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin found in Matthew 18 and Luke 15 are but a few
examples of this. Jesus reminds the people that He “came to seek out and save the lost” in Luke 19:10 and that “it is
not the will of your father in heaven that one of the these little ones should be lost” in Matthew 18:14.
The whole point of Lent is to help us stop, notice that we are lost, and notice that Jesus is standing there with
open arms and smile ready to help us find our way back. That’s what this season is all about… it’s not about
punishing ourselves for getting lost, but about reminding ourselves that we can turn back! It’s about hearing once
again the amazing lengths God is willing to go to in order to save us, and that no matter how lost we get on the road
of life, God is still looking for us! We hear this as we follow Jesus to the cross, where we show God the very worst of
ourselves, and are met with a prayer that we be forgiven. We hear it as we journey to the tomb expecting death and
despair only to be met with life and joy! Lent is the season when we take a deep breath, take stock of where we are,
and turn back to God in what ever ways we need to. Maybe it means taking a look at our priorities, maybe it means
being more open minded, maybe it means finally talking about a problem you have been avoiding, or taking the first
steps down a new path you’re feeling called to follow. Whatever it is, embrace the journey that is Lent… yes, I know
that means coming to church on Valentines Day since it is also Ash Wednesday (the start of Lent) but come on, the
chocolate is cheaper the day afterwards and dates are best on a Friday night anyway. Join us in celebrating this
season of healing by grounding yourself in the story of God’s unending love for you, shown to us by Jesus who is our
Lord! Ash Wednesday is February 14th with worship at 7:00 pm. From February 21st- March 21st, we will have soup
suppers at 6:00 pm and Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00 pm. During Holy week, we will have a Seder Supper on March
29th at 6:00 pm and Good Friday Worship on March 30th at 7:00 pm! Easter Sunday is April 1st, no fooling! See you
there!
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NEW MEMBER CLASS COMING IN APRIL
The next two-session New Member Class is Thursday, April 19th (6:30-8:00
PM) and April 26th (6:00-8:00 pm). Usually offered once in the Spring and
once in the Fall, the New Member Class is a time to learn about the history,
present and future of St. Andrew’s. Ministries and programs of the
congregation are introduced and explained. We cover the basics of
Christianity from a distinctly Lutheran perspective and how that is lived out
in and through St. Andrew’s. The Marks of Discipleship (prayer, worship,
Bible reading, service, relationships and giving) provide the basic shape to
this class. It’s a time to ask questions, hear preliminary answers, meet staff
and other course participants. All people interested in joining St. Andrew’s
should be part of a New Member Class. Please indicate your intent to be
part of the New Member Class by contacting the church office.

Save the Date
EcoFaith Summit: Renewing Energy: People, Planet, and Promise
March 17, 2018 from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids
Following the successful Watershed Summit of 2017, the EcoFaith Network of the Northeastern Minnesota Synod
will host a one-day Summit exploring our role as individuals and congregations in promoting the use of renewable
energy, it’s value to the health of our planet, and the role renewable energy plays in keeping our promise to God to
be stewards of creation. And, learn how congregations in the NE Synod are using renewable energy to meet their
energy needs.
The keynote speaker is J. Drake Hamilton, Science Policy Director for Fresh Energy. She is an expert in climate and
energy policy at the state and national levels. Her responsibilities include scientific analysis and policy development
for clean energy solutions to global warming that will maximize economic opportunities.

We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to do the giving you
want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card. Giving online is easy and allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to set up automatic recurring contributions. Simply visit the
church website at www.saintand.org and then click on the donate button. Or donate from your smart
phone. Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s QR code reader. (Many free code readers are available at your app store). Contributions can be made to either the General Fund to support
our many ministries, or to the Sight and Sound Fund.
Would you find it helpful to have your offerings debited directly from your bank account as you probably do with other
obligations? St. Andr ew’s offers electronic giving for those of you who wish to have contributions transferred electronically to the
church’s account. If you have plans to travel or will be gone during the winter months, electronic giving gives you a convenient way
to keep up with your intended offerings. ‘Simply Giving’ is easy and convenient. If you would like to set up a convenient process
for consistent giving to St. Andrew’s, we encourage you to contact the church office at 326-8508.
Did you know? St. Andr ew’s Lutheran Church is enrolled as a participating organization in Thrivent Choice. Thrivent Choice is a
charitable grant program that allows eligible members to recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes part of its charitable
outreach grant funds each year. A donation is received whenever a Thrivent member designates their Thrivent Choice dollars. If you
are interested in learning more about this, please visit the on-line catalog in the Thrivent Choice section at www.thrivent.com. Please
consider donating your Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. Andrew’s.
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Post-secondary students: It's that time of year to apply for one of several St. Andrew's
Scholarships. The application is available online on the church website (click on the
Health and Wellness link) or in the church office. Applications are due April 1 st (no
foolin'!). Scholarships will be awarded in late April and will be distributed in May.

The "Men's Breakfast" is a group of men
who meet every Wednesday morning at 7:00 am at
the Forest Lake Restaurant. Each week, they
discuss the scripture for the next Sunday's worship
service. It's a nice way to start the day. All men
welcome to attend.

members of the PRAYER CHAIN
are ready to offer their confidential help
and support through prayer. Please call
Jean Gardner at 999-9890 or Gail
Olijnek at 326-2431 with your prayer
requests.
The

Deadline for March Newsletter

Have you ever thought about joining the prayer
chain but didn’t feel you had the time? Here’s the
good news. The Prayer Chain has gone 21st
Century. We now pass the prayer requests via
email which means you no longer have to make
phone calls and leave messages. If you believe in
the power of prayer and would like to become a
part of the prayer chain, please contact Jean
Gardner or Gail Olijnek. If you don't have email
but would like to be on the prayer chain, you are
still very welcome.

All news articles and information need to be in the
church office by February 20 to have it included in
the March newsletter. Please note, the deadline is
ALWAYS the 20th of each month. We are no
longer going to mail via USPS except to the home
bound. If we don’t already have your email
address, please call the church office at 218-3268508 and let us know.
Or email
saintand@saintand.org and give it to us that way
also. The newsletter can also be viewed online on
our website at www.saintand.org

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 4th Tuesday of the month to knit, crochet,
pray, and chat as they work on their prayer shawls. Knitters, crocheters, and
“wannabees” please join us on February 27 at 10:00 am in the Fireside Room to
work on your prayer shawls. We have yarn available through a Thrivent Action
Team event, so if you need some to make a prayer shawl, please contact Gail
Olijnek at 218-326-2431.

Pictured above are a few of the ladies working on their prayer shawls at a recent meeting.
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YOUTH NEWS
Middle School Youth Mardi Gras Party
Youth grades 5th-8th are invited to join us from noon-2:00 pm on Sunday, February 11th for
some Mardi Gras Fun! Crafts, face painting, games, decorating for the kids party that
night, and all you can eat pancake lunch! This fun free event is open to all youth who
would like to come, so be sure to invite your friends! Parents, if you can help with this
event, please contact Pastor Megan. Middle School Youth events are the 2nd Sunday of
the month, so be on the lookout for more fun!

Family Fun Night Mardi Gras Party
Are you looking for something fun to do with the kids? Well join us for a Family Fun Night Mardi Gras Party on Sunday,
February 11th from 4:30-6:30 pm. Games, prizes, crafts, face painting, piñata, and all you can eat pancake dinner! Plus we will
be screening the ‘Princess and the Frog’ in the Fireside Room for older siblings who want to get in on the fun. Parents and
youth if you can help with this event, please contact Pastor Megan Crouch. We will need help in the kitchen, running games,
and taking pictures. As always, friends are welcome, so spread the word!

St. Andrew's Youth Polar Plunge!!!!!
According to the World Health Organization, over 2 billion people use an unsafe drinking water source daily, and according to
the CDD, around 2.5 billion people (35% of the earth’s population) do not have access to basic sanitation like a pit toilet. This
leads to disease and death in impoverished communities. Lack of these resources close to home also means millions of hours
of work are lost each day as families devote time and energy into simply gathering the basic things they need to survive. These
are chilling facts, but we can change them!
St. Andrew’s Youth want to raise over $1,000 to help provide clean safe water and sanitation for people around the world! If
we meet our goal and raise $1,000 in pledges by March 4th, Pastor Megan will take the Plunge into a Frozen McKinney Lake
and post a video of it on the church Facebook and website! If we raise $1,500, Kory Cease will join her in taking the plunge!
Youth will be collecting pledges between worship services starting February 4th. All funds raised will go towards clean water
projects through ELCA World Hunger. Pastor Megan is hoping you only pledge $999 lol!

St. Andrew’s Preschool will be accepting registrations for the 20182019 school year. Two sessions ar e: Monday-Wednesday-Friday
class is for 4-year-olds that will be attending Kindergarten the following
school year. Tuesday-Thursday class is for children who will be 3 years
old by September 1, 2018 and are toilet trained. Please contact Kelly
Olsen at 218-360-0293 for more information.

Pastoral Acts
Baptism
Jan 7 Tenley Marie Lindquist
Funeral
Jan 6 Alyce Muriel Thureen

Special Gifts
$20 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Alyce Thureen by Nancy Raymond
$20 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Alyce Thureen by Myrna Peterson
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Linking Women Together
Women's Group News

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength." Mark 12:30

Monthly Spiritual Opportunities for all Women
of St. Andrew’s


Sunday Coffee Hour
Thank you very much for your Christian hospitality to
help make this coffee time a success. February coleaders are Jean Gardner and Gail Olijnek.

Women’s Coffee & Conversation Group meets
the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 10:00 am in the
Fireside Room from September through May.
Conversation group will meet February 6 and
February 20 at 10:00 am. All women are
welcome. Join us for Bible study and
conversation.



Quilting Group meets every Wednesday at
9:30 am in the Fireside Room. It is never too
late to join the quilters who continue their
mission to provide quilts to those in need
overseas and also in the USA. No experience
necessary, all women welcome. There is a
job for everyone. If you can’t make it every
week, just come when you can. If you can’t
make it on Wednesdays, we have quilt top kits
available to take home to sew. They are
located under the long table by the church
office windows.
Questions? Call Gail
Shoemaker at 245-1202.



Next meeting of the Women of the ELCA will
be held on Wednesday, February 21 at 5:00
pm at St. Andrew’s.



Beginning Wednesday, February 21, Lenten
Soup Suppers will be served at 6:00 pm prior to
weekly Lenten worship services. Lenten Serving
Groups will be as follows:

Members of the February committee are:
Jan Anderson
Susan Backe
Alicia Bauman
Diane Bedient
Deanna Bothma
Angel Bradshaw
Charity Briggs
Jennifer Bymark
Kay Carvey
Mary Pat Christensen
Jerry Clark
Kevin Docken
Irene Dodds
Megan Drusch Hilback
Jennifer Eck
Jennifer Fothergill
Diane Goetzman
Shana Gould
Anissa Grotjohn
Jill Haroldson
Esther Hoganson Melanie Jacobson
Kim Jamtgaard
Rachelle Jensen
Judy Johnson
Tammy Johnson
Tina Karges
Julie Kennedy
Jean Koewler
Carol Kolu
Shirley Kongsjord Tami Kottke
Kristi Kral
Kara Lefebvre
Bette Luoma
Tiffany Madsen
Shannon Mann
Kathleen Menk
Susan Mertz
Larry Nelson
Susan Oberhelman Barb Olson
Becky Pellymounter
Fran Rowe
Amy Savela
Lori Schneider
Polly Sheppard
Gail Shoemaker
Cathy Snowden
Cindy Tweet
Pat Vann
Rochele Wimmer Nicolle Zuehlke

Group 1 will serve week 1—February 21.
Group 3 will serve week 2—February 28.
Group 4 will serve week 3—March 7.
Group 2 will serve week 4—March 14.
Group 5 will serve week 5—March 21.
Group 6 will assist with Seder Supper on March 29.
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
November 21, 2017
Council Meeting 6:00 PM
Attendance- Steve Teff, Byron Snowden, Jim Martinetto, Barry Olson, Kim Jamtgaard, Pastor Dave Anderson, Pastor Megan Crouch, Renata
Rogalla, Audrey Moen, Gretchen Bachman, Cindy Busby
Absent- Tia Halvorson
Devotions – Gretchen Bachman
President’s comments:
Please remember to check you inboxes for vouchers to review and approve (sign).
Next council meeting is early: December 5 and will focus on budgeting.
2018 council calendar submitted by Barry Olson.
Pastors reports
Motion: We the council affirm that the 17 people listed in Pastor Dave’s report are now confirmed and voting members of St.
Andrew’s Lutheran Church. Moved by Jim Martinetto; 2nd by Steve Teff; Motion Approved.
Motion: I move that of the total paid to Pastor David N. Anderson in 2018, $26,000 be designated as “Housing Allowance” as defined
by the Tax Code. Moved by Barry Olson; 2nd by Jim Martinetto; Motion Approved.
Motion: I move that of the total paid to Pastor Megan C. Crouch in 2018, $12,000 be designated as “Housing Allowance” as defined by
the Tax Code. Moved by Barry Olson; 2nd by Byron Snowden; Motion Approved.
Information shared about workshop: “Nuts and Bolts and Few Loose Screws – Tools for Your Congregational Toolbox”. Saturday,
March 17, 2018 1-4pm @ Zion Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids. Council, Staff and others leading in the church encouraged to
attend. Registration required. Contact Pastor(s) if interested.
Previous Minutes
Two corrections made to October minutes. Moved to approve October minutes by Jim Martinetto; 2 nd by Byron Snowden; Motion
Approved.
Treasurer’s Report
Motion to accept Treasurer’s Report by Renata Rogalla; 2nd by Kim Jamtgaard; Motion Approved.
Peterson Contract Motion: Moved to approve the 2018 Peterson Accounting Contract in the amount of $885/mth and $50/hr for
additional requests. Also, authorized Jim Martinetto to sign the contract. Moved by Jim Martinetto; 2 nd by Kim Jamtgaard;
Motion Approved.
Old Business
Ordination Celebration – not do this.
Nuts & Bolts Toolbox Workshop, March 17, 1-4pm @ Zion Lutheran in Grand Rapids.
New Business
Budget 2018
Submit your respective area 2018 budgets to Barry ASAP. Need prior to December 5 council meeting.
Estimate of Income for 2018 (as of 11-21-17) submitted by Pastor Dave. $331,221.92 is the current Total Estimated Income for
2018. Specific details in Pastor’s report and discussion on these statistics. This is the number that will be used on the Income
for 2018 budgeting (subject to updates if new EOG cards are submitted).
Personnel Expense budget work done by the Executive Team was shared and discussed with the council - work in progress.
Continue discussion at December 5 meeting. Budget will be the focus for the December 5 meeting.
Timing of the budget preparation and when to do the Congregational Annual Meeting (where budget is approved) was discussed.
Considerations for changing the church fiscal calendar were also discussed. More thought and discussion will be done about
this question.
Information sharing to congregation is very important about the Budget. This will be done in several ways.
First, it will be done at November 26 and December 3 Worship (Jim Martinetto & Steve Teff present). Further information sharing
will be done between services on December 10 Worship (Barry Olson present; Jim Martinetto & Steve Teff also as needed).
Electronic communication was also discussed.
Council Member Job Description – Byron has submitted the packet to church office, awaiting committee structure information to
be added.
Nominating Committee – Audrey Moen presented progress being made on council candidates for next year’s council openings.
More to be shared in next month. Good progress made.
Capital Appeal – discussion postponed to a future meeting time.
Upcoming Calendar Events
11/21 Council Meeting 6 pm Fireside Room
12/03 1st Sunday of Advent
11/23 Thanksgiving Day
12/03 Dining to Donate Applebee’s
12/02 Advent decorating
12/05 Council Meeting 6 pm Fireside Room
Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer
Next regular meeting – December 5, 2017 - 6:00 pm Fireside Room
Devotions – Renata Rogalla
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
December 5, 2017
Council Meeting 6:00 pm
Attendance - Steve Teff, Jim Martinetto, Barry Olson, Kim Jamtgaard, Pastor Dave Anderson, Pastor Megan Crouch, Tia Halvorson, Audrey
Moen, Gretchen Bachman, Cindy Busby
Absent - Byron Snowden, Renatta Rogalla
Devotions - Pastor Megan gave a beautiful devotion on hope and God’s great promise.
Minutes from the last Month - They were approved by Barry Olson, seconded by Jim Martinetto
Additions to the agenda - No additions to the agenda
Annual Budget - The council vigorously discussed several options for a budget next year including several different staffing
possibilities.
Upcoming Events
1/02 Council Budget Meeting
Adjournment - Lord’s Prayer
Next Regular Meeting - 12/21 Council Meeting, 4:30 pm Fireside Room

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
December 21, 2017
Council Meeting 4:30 pm
Attendance - Steve Teff, Barry Olson, Kim Jamtgaard, Pastor Dave Anderson, Pastor Megan Crouch, Tia Halvorson, Renatta Rogalla,
Gretchen Bachman, Cindy Busby, Carmen Jackson, Jim Martinetto, Byron Snowden
Absent - Audrey Moen
Devotions- We began with a prayer by Steve Teff
Annual Budget Discussion Pastor Dave began with the reading of several letters addressed to the council concerning the decision of moving to either one or
two pastors.
 Pastor Dave also paraphrased several emails addressed to him without addressing their names.
 We spent a lot of time looking at what is the best option for St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church. We also discussed how this is not a
desire for St. Andrew’s but it is a reality of what we need do financially.
 Pastor Dave is unwilling to take a raise this year with all of these discussions.
 We discussed a need to begin the capital appeal- phase one
 A motion was made to move forward with the capital appeal- phase one . The motion was made by Renatta and seconded by Kim.
The first phase of the capital appeal is the discovery phase including the congregation in forming a vision. The council voted Ayes 9; Nayes 2. The ayes have it.
 The council is preparing a deficit budget with two Pastors planning on using this year as a listening and a discernment process to
help the council know what the church’s vision is.
Adjournment - Lord’s Prayer
Next Regular Meeting - 1/02 Council Budget Meeting
9
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
January 2, 2018
Council Meeting 4:45
Attendance- Steve Teff, Barry Olson, Kim Jamtgaard, Pastor Dave Anderson, Tia Halvorson, Renatta Rogalla, Gretchen Bachman, Cindy Busby, Carmen Jackson, Audrey Moen, Byron Snowden
Absent - Jim Martinetto, Pastor Megan Crouch
1. Devotions - We began with a prayer by Steve Teff
2. Annual Budget Discussion 
We had a really great December. It brought us up into the black and allowed us to re-evaluate our goals for 2018.
 We paused for a small moment of celebration and to Thank God before we began the hard work that is the 2018 budget.
 The council discussed the congregational meeting in December and what we heard the congregation say and how we interpret
their reactions to the discussion of whether we are a one or two pastor church.
 We are beginning discernment of the Kairos process of the Capital Appeal which is the feasibility/visioning phase of the capital
appeal.
 We looked at each line item to look at where we prayerfully think it needs to be.
 We looked at Pastor Dave’s reimbursements. We decided to reduce the budgeted amount for mileage and expenses, knowing
we will evaluate it quarterly and adjust it if necessary so that Pastor Dave is always able to travel and do his job.
 Kim Jamtgaard made a motion that we present column J with a stretch budget of ($2,375.29) to the congregation on January
21st. The motion was seconded by Audrey Moen. It was unanimously approved.
3. The 2018 budget will be presented on January 14th between services at the adult forum. Kim Jamtgaard kindly agreed to present
at the meeting.
4. A motion was made by Renatta Rogalla to authorize Pastor David to pay up to $2,000 to pay transportation costs for past years of
Religious Release Time. The motion was seconded by Cindy Busby. All approved.
Adjournment - Lord’s Prayer
Next Regular Meeting - Council Meeting, January 16th at 6:00 p.m.

St. Andrew’s Rascals (ages 55+) will next meet Thursday, February 8th at
St. Andrew’s. John Latimer, Naturalist/Climatologist, is speaking about what
he’s noticed about the changes in our climate. Program begins at 5:00 pm followed
by a catered dinner served at 6:00 pm. Along with an always illuminating presentation,
we have a wonderful home cooked meal by Deb and Shelly. Cost is till on $8.00.
Make checks payable to Jean Gardner. Please sign up on the kiosk by February 4. We
hope you can make it.
Monday Night Bible Study Group continues the series titled “DECISIONS.” The study is Bible based
and will meet on the second and fourth Monday of each month in the Fireside Room. Please join us.

Decisions - Seeking God’s Guidance by Donald Baker
Do you sometimes wish that the Bible could make your decisions for you? Donald Baker is familiar with this
desire. He writes, "God has given me free will, and while I appreciate his confidence in my ability to choose, there
are times when I wish that he would make the decisions for me." The Bible won't give you a direct answer to each
choice you face, but the Bible will teach you how to make decisions wisely, confidently and in harmony with God's
will. Upcoming topics: February 12-God’s Unique Plan; February 26-The Anatomy of a Wise Decision; March 12Good Advice; March 26-Keep on Praying; April 9-How Does God Speak; April 23-What if I Make the Wrong
Decision; May 14-Worry-Free Decisions
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Thank You Notes
Darcy (Scott) & St. Andrew’s Bell Choir,
Thank you so much for being part of our Christmas
Concert. We appreciate you sharing your time and talent.
Grand Rapids Area Male Chorus

organizations we partner with. It means so much to those in
our community who struggle to put food on their tables when
times are tight. On behalf of the staff, volunteers and
especially the people we serve. THANK YOU! Your support
is making a difference in the lives of many local people who
find themselves in need in our community. Thank you for
helping us feed hope and end hunger.
Sincerely,
Susan Estee, Executive Director

Dear Pastor David, Pastor Megan and Angie,
We are so blessed that you are in our lives. We wish you
and everyone there a beautiful Christmas and blessings in the
New Year and always. Stay warm!
Love, Pat & Donna Surface

Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your gift of $200 to Lutheran Disaster
Response. Thank you for joining with the whole church in this
season of unprecedented generosity as, together, we support
communities hard-hit by hurricanes, earthquakes and
wildfires.
Your gifts help provide supplies needed
immediately, such as water and generators, and support for
long-term recovery: disaster case management, volunteer
team placement, community development and professional
care for daily and continuing challenges. Thank you for your
trust in this work we do as church here and around the world.
Through your generosity, you are sharing with neighbors
near and far, revealing God’s holy promises of peace and
hope, shelter and safety, restoration and abundance.

Dear St. Andrew’s,
The members of our Thursday Night Al Anon family
groups meeting would like to thank you for your generosity to
our group! You are always so accommodating and kind, and
we very much appreciate it. Merry Christmas!!
Thursday Night Al Anon members
Thank you to all the faithful volunteers that help out at
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in so many ways throughout
the year. Whether it be stuffing envelopes, assembling
bulletins and newsletters, special projects, office coverage for
vacations, numerous building and equipment improvements,
the list goes on and on… THANK YOU!! I especially thank
everyone for their assistance during the holiday season.
Angela Olson, Parish Secretary

My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn.

God is great!! I am excited to pass this news on to your
congregation. The total number of shoe boxes dropped off at
Grand Rapids Alliance Church was 2188… at the Minnesota
processing center 634,342. St. Andrew’s contributed 58
shoeboxes towards these totals! Our region’s shoeboxes were
shipped to Gabon, Trinidad, Tobago, Namibia, South Africa,
3 sensitive countries, U.S. Native Reservations and the
Philippines. Thank you for your simple gift of a shoebox that
will show God’s love to children, their families and their
communities. God bless and Merry Christmas.
Jocelyn Schimpp
Drop Off Center Coordinator

- Canticle of the Turning ELW 723
In the light and life of Christ,
The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal
Dear Friends at St. Andrew’s,
77 Mission Quilts; 117 Personal Care Kits
Thank you for your generous gift of quilts and kits for
LWR’s distribution overseas. These gifts of your heart and
hands are beautiful expressions of God’s grace and love to
people all around the world. Your quilts and kits provide
important necessities to our neighbors around the world and
serve as reminders that they are not alone or forgotten. We
also shipped quilts and kits to Georgia, Angola, Thailand,
Pakistan, Mali and Burkina Faso last year. On behalf of our
neighbors in villages, schools, hospitals and refugee camps
around the world, I extend deepest thanks for your
contribution and pray God’s richest blessings on your life and
work!
Melanie W. Gibbons, Quilt & Kit Ministry Manager
Lutheran World Relief

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
In our region, winters can bring unexpected expenses to
already struggling individuals and families.
Increased
expenses like heating bills, vehicle repairs due to cold
weather and illnesses can create a temporary need for help.
Having to choose between keeping your children warm or
having food in the house is no choice any parent wants to
make. Thanks to your generous gift of $226.62, we are able
to lessen that burden on struggling individuals and families.
You are a valued partner in our fight against hunger. Thank
you for your generosity and for making a difference here in
north central Minnesota with the Noise Offering.
Sincerely,
Susan Estee, Executive Director
Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for your in-kind donation to Second
Harvest North Central Food Bank. Your 4th Quarter 2017
donations of 162 pounds will help us provide food for
thousands of meals for hungry neighbors through the 115
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8:30a Preschool
4:45p Loon Country Quilters Board meets
5:30p Cub Scouts Blue &
Gold
6:00p “Decision” Bible
Study

8:00a & 10:30a Worship
w/Holy Communion
9:20a SS Classes

19 PRESIDENTS’ DAY 20

18

25

8:30a Preschool
6:00p “Decisions” Bible
Study
6:00p Cub Scouts

8:00a & 10:30a Worship
w/Holy Communion
9:20a SS Mardi Gras Party
4:30p Family Fun Night—
Mardi Gras Party

Church Office closed

12

11

8:00a & 10:30a Worship
w/Holy Communion
9:20a SS Classes
12:30p Natl Gathering Bus
meeting in Walker

8:30a Preschool
6:00p Children & Family
Ministry meets
6:00p Cub Scouts

8:00a & 10:30a Worship
w/Holy Communion
9:20a SS Classes

8:30a Preschool
10:00a Prayer Shawl
Ministry
2:00p Community Café
4:30p Handbell Choir

27

9:30a Coffee & Conversation Group
4:30p Handbell Choir
4:30p Loon Country Quilt
6:00p Church Council

8:30a Preschool
4:30p Handbell Choir
5:30: Property Team meet

13

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Coffee & Conversation Group
4:30p Handbell Choir

6

5

4

Tue

Mon

Sun

8:30a Preschool

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
5:00p Men’s Choir
5:45p Mixed Choir
6:00p Youth Group
6:00p Lent Soup Supper
7:00p Lenten Worship

8:30a Preschool

24

17

9:00a Council Day Retreat
9:00a GRHS Hockey
Breakfast
9:00a Preschool Luau
fundraiser

10

9:00a Team Building &
Pizza Assembly

3

Sat

For most complete and up-to-date calendar,
please visit our website www.saintand.org.

8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
5:00p WELCA Board meets
5:00p Men’s Choir
5:45p Mixed Choir
6:00p Youth Group
6:00p Lent Soup Supper
7:00p Lenten Worship

28

22

21

23

16

8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
5:00p Men’s Choir
5:45p Mixed Choir
6:000p Youth Group
7:00P Worship

8:30a Preschool

9

14 ASH WEDNESDAY 15

8:30a Preschool
5:00p Rascals
7:00p Al Anon

8:30a Preschool

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Loon Country Quilt
6:00p Youth Team meets
7:00p Al Anon

8

2

1

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
3:30p Release Time
6:000p Youth Group
6:30p Men’s Choir

Fri

Thu

7

Wed

February 2018
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
September-May Sunday School 9:20 am
Worship 8:00 & 10:30 am
Memorial Day Labor Day
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Wednesday Worship 6:00 pm

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a
rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE

God’s presence in our lives.

GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for
our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not
heard the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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