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FROM PASTOR DAVE

I woke up this morning to what I knew was coming – snow, sleet and ice. I was not impressed or excited about it. I had
to put my Diamond Grip YakTrax on my boots again for my early morning walk with my dog. I decided to wear my
winter jacket and winter gloves. Gayle’s car was parked outside rather than in the garage, and so was covered with ice,
which I chipped off after having warmed up the car. (Did I mention it was still sleeting this morning?!) Not pleasant!
And on top of that, when I was outside de-icing the car, our dog decided to ignore my very clear commands to “come,”
in favor of running down the road to the resort, because he was so excited that there was snow to play in again. What a
turkey! What a bummer of a morning!
And then I remembered the funeral we had just had at St. Andrew’s for Don Kilcher. Just two days after his death, his
family was choosing bible verses and decided upon Psalm 118: 24. “This is the day that the LORD has made; let us
rejoice and be glad in it.” For the Kilcher family that rejoicing and being glad was a statement of faith. We can rejoice
and be glad because at Easter, God defeated the power of death in the resurrection of Jesus. Death no longer has the last
word. Life in Jesus does! So even in the midst of a funeral, we can declare, “This is the day that the LORD has made; let
us rejoice and be glad in it.”
What I needed was an attitude adjustment. What I needed was a change of perspective. “God, help me to see goodness
and beauty on this sleety, rainy, snowy day.” On my longer afternoon walk with Finley, he was jumping and running
and stuffing his nose in the slush and it made me laugh. I heard some loons calling – and that’s always fun (although I
wondered if they were rejoicing or complaining!). I saw a pileated woodpecker and all sorts of other birds. I waved to
people passing me in their cars – even if they didn’t have a clue as to who I was. With my winter boots and winter
jacket and winter gloves, I was plenty warm. It was a day in which to rejoice, and in which I could be glad.
Truth be told, I’ve rarely been accused of being polly-annish or habitually optimistic by those who know me best. But
today, in spite of the un-spring like weather, I experienced a lifting of the spirit, a gratefulness to God for the gift of the
day. This did not change the weather, or any other circumstance I may have been dealing with or struggling with. But
choosing to focus on the goodness of God and the beauty of the day, and other blessings I encounter have changed my
outlook.
Just as my experiences today served as a reminder to me, perhaps this little reflection can serve as a reminder to you, to
ask God to help you “to give thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18), and to “learn to be content with
whatever I have” (Philippians 4:11), to believe that God can work good in (or often in spite of) the worst of situations. It
might be cloudy out, or raining or sleeting, but you know what? If you can just get above the clouds (like in an airplane),
you’ll discover that the sun is always shining. Sometimes, we just need a little break in the clouds of life to be reminded
that the Son is always shining on us too.
What are the clouds in your life?
In the midst of that, for what can you nevertheless give thanks?
Instead of choosing to grumble about what’s not right, what if you choose to focus on those things for which you are
grateful? Those things God has richly blessed you with?
Peace,
Pastor Dave
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P ASTOR M EGAN ’ S M USINGS ...
Sabbatical Report

I am thrilled to be back at St. Andrew’s after three months away on sabbatical. I can’t even begin to tell you how grateful I am
for this experience, and how excited I am to be doing ministry with you all once more!
I set out on Sabbatical with a plan for how I was going to spend my time and what I wanted to accomplish during that time.
However, I learned quickly while on sabbatical that, much like in the rest of my life, my plans and God’s plans don’t always line
up… but fortunately, God’s plan is even better and richer than mine could ever have been!
I found my days on sabbatical unfolding in a wide range of different and often unexpected experiences. I could be going out on
safari, sharing worship with friends and family, chasing a 4-year-old around, comforting a teething toddler, house hunting with my
sister, diving into the Lutheran Reformation, rethinking my approach to youth ministry, taking a walk with my parents, eating
dinner with grandma, or even exploring Hogwarts, lol! I was amazed at the richness of the time I had, and saw benefits to not only
my professional life, but to myself as a whole person.
The ELCA lifts up a model of health called the Wholeness Wheel, in which a person looks at their entire life and works
towards health in all areas of life. The wheel includes spiritual wellness (which surrounds and is part of all parts of our lives),
social/ interpersonal wellness (relationships with friends and family), and emotional, physical, financial, vocational (job or calling),
and intellectual well-being. During my sabbatical, I found myself reaching new health in all these areas! I will describe how I
experienced health in each area briefly.
Financial Well-being:
Talked to a Financial Advisor.
Spent some time thinking about my goals and making a Financial Plan.
Got my taxes filed and shopped around for new tires for my car… which I got a GREAT deal on!
Intellectual Well-being:
I did A LOT of reading on Sabbatical, some for fun, some for work… but all of it pushed me to grow as a person.
For the Church, I spent a LOT of time reading about the Reformation and Luther’s Theology! And I hope to put together a
Bible Study on the Reformation based of this reading for this summer or fall.
I also spent a good deal of time thinking about how to teach children about the reformation and Lutheran Theology, many ideas
which are now coming together for this year’s VBS program.
I spent time considering devotional martials (songs, videos, and music videos) for Middle and High School Devotionals, and
have compiled a whole new list of resources I’m excited to turn into devotions.
I was deeply inspired by one of the lectures I watched on the Youth Ministry Network about the true meaning a Sabbath and
the role it plays in our lives and the lives of active teens and kids! I’m currently working on putting together some Bible
studies and youth activities around what I learned from this lecture…and I added a few more books to my reading list from
it… (the list never gets shorter does it?)
The entirety of my time in Tanzania was one BIG learning experience for me… made even more challenging by the fact that I
couldn’t just google any facts I wanted to while there! Some high lights included:
Learning about the East African Slave Trade
Learning about the History of the Lutheran Church in Tanzania
Learning about cultural practices and life in Tanzania
Being inspired by what God is doing there through the people of Tanzania
Learning about the wealth of beauty in the Natural landscapes and animals of Tanzania, and the challenges facing that
beauty.
Spiritual Well-being:
I got to worship a LOT on my Sabbatical which ROCKED; there is a big difference between worshiping and leading worship,
and while I LOVE leading worship, it was wonderful to sit back, let myself get lost in the music, the prayers, the teachings
and the rhythm of worship!
Daily Devotions have always been part of my spiritual life. However, I deeply enjoyed taking more time with this practice on
sabbatical.
I was also blessed to be part of several very deep spiritual experiences while on Sabbatical. One in particular was helping to
lead worship at the village in Tanzania, where I got to help baptize 15 children, bless 7 elders, and preach and serve
communion for over 1,000 people.
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Emotional Well-being:
I took time on sabbatical to focus on reducing my stress by re-evaluating some of the root causes of my expectations and
anxieties.
I found reading about Luther and Lutheran Theology to be a big help in this… as a root of Lutheran Theology is that we Trust
God with our salvation and as the source of our worth and identity… and NOT ourselves… it’s one of the first things about
out theology that I found so appealing. Focusing on this forced me to confront some things that make me anxious… and
give them to God.
To continue being emotionally healthy… I’m renewing my commitment to be honest about my OCD and doing the things I
need to do to be healthy as possible, which allows me to serve everyone around me better. Things like taking time to
exercise during the day, getting enough sleep and rest, and taking time to pray and journal about OCD all help. I also find
it a relief and when people are honest with me about their questions and concerns they may have about OCD… they aren’t
always easy conversations… but they usually yield good fruit!
Physical Well-being:
Started regularly exercising! (which has also helped with my stress)
Finally caught up on sleep (which took longer than I thought it would!)
Lost over Ten Pounds!!!!
Social / interpersonal Well-being:
Spent time with my parents, my Grandma, my niece Fiona and nephew Wesley
Spent time with my sisters and brother-in-laws
Deepened friendships with my traveling companions in Tanzania
Re-connected with my childhood pastor and mentor
Vocational Well-being:
Affirmed my calling to continue working in pastoral ministry through prayer, conversations, and reflection.
Overall, I find myself returning from Sabbatical with a renewed sense of energy, purpose, and joy for what I do. I feel healthier
than I have in a long time, have managed to continue exercising regularly since I’ve been back (Holy week was a great test of this…
because if I can fit exercise in that week, I can do it just about every other one), and truly feel blessed and grateful to be part of the
church as a whole, and St. Andrew’s in particular. I still haven’t found the right words to express how grateful I am for this gift,
suffice to say, I will treasure the gift of time for the rest of my life! Sabbatical has taught me once again how rich and beautiful life
can be, and I look forward to continuing to embrace that abundant life now that I am back sharing ministry with you at St.
Andrew’s!

Summer Worship
During the summer months, beginning
Memorial Day Weekend and ending Labor Day
Weekend, we will have ONE Sunday worship
service at 9:00 am and ONE Wednesday lakeside
worship service at 6:00 pm.

St. Andrew’s Rascals (ages 55+) will meet Thursday, May 11th at 5:00 pm. Roger

Clark with Itasca County Search & Rescue will speak about the various services the
volunteer group does in our county. A delicious catered dinner follows at 6:00
pm. Cost is $8.00 (payable in advance). Please sign up on the kiosk by Sunday, May
7th. Checks should be made payable to Jean Gardner and can be left in the church office.
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St. Andrew's Lutheran Church
Pastor David N. Anderson and Pastor Megan C. Crouch
501 Northwest 16th Street  Grand Rapids MN 55744
Phone: 218-326-8508  Email: saintand@saintand.org  website: www.saintand.org

April 23, 2017
CHURCH FINANCES – THE GOOD NEWS AND THE BAD NEWS
I. The Current Situation – short term - This is “the bad news.” After the first quarter of 2017 (March), our actual
expenses ($94,270.27) were $13,169.19 greater than our actual income ($81,101.08). We have been able to pay
all of our financial obligations only because we have drawn down our cash reserves “left over” from previous
budget years. That reserve is now only $12,655. Obviously, this trend is not sustainable, especially since our
giving historically decreases significantly during the summer months.
There are two short term options to deal with this situation – spend less or increase giving. At the
recommendation of the Finance Committee, the Congregation Council discussed at length how we might reduce
our expenses by $12,000, $16,000 and $20,000 if that would become necessary. The conclusion was that to
reduce spending by that amount would mean a reduction of pastoral staff. The other option – increased giving –
requires that the membership of St. Andrew’s become aware of the situation and that each giving unit decides to
increase the amount they are giving. The information meeting on April 23 was part of informing the
congregation. The council will continue to do a similar meeting quarterly. The response of the congregation is
yet to happen. Please be in prayer about this.
II. Mid-Term Goal. This is “the good news.” In fact, the Congregation Council is calling this THE EXCITING
NEWS. After discussing our current situation, which includes a mortgage payment of $45,000 each year, and
talking at length about several capital/building projects which need to be done but will be quite costly, the
Council’s daunting discussion transitioned. They began wondering about a three year capital campaign which
could put our current financial struggles to bed by retiring our mortgage and funding capital projects. These
projects may include roof repair, new parking lot, staining the exterior of the building, painting the interior of
the building, new flooring throughout the facility, security doors for the preschool, the completion of the Sight
system and installing automated doors at the main entrance for better handicapped accessibility. The Council
believes all the above could happen for approximately $700,000. We would need to employ the services of a
Christian Resource Development company to guide a capital appeal. Fees for such services would come out of
the capital fund. This is a realistically attainable goal for a congregation the size of St. Andrew’s! The council
believes the membership will be excited and willing to make contributions to see these much needed projects
addressed.
The Council will continue to explore the idea of a Capital Appeal at the May Council meeting. More information
will be forthcoming and congregation members will have the opportunity to contribute their thoughts and ideas.
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Pie & Service Auction
and Chili lunch
Sunday - May 7, 2017
following the 10:30 am worship service
The success of our auction depends on the creativity and generosity of all
who contribute pies, products and services to be auctioned. Think about
what you do best or what you can donate and put it on the auction
block. Keep your eyes peeled for items you would like to bid on because
some of the bidding sheets/items are already posted, so start bidding now.
There will be several door prizes awarded during the auction event and a
50/50 split the pot tickets will be sold again this year on Sunday mornings
or in the church office.
Proceeds will be used for the “Front Entry Accessibility Doors.” Please
plan to join us for a fun event and bring your friends! Chili and hot dogs
will be served (free-will donation for meal).

Please plan to join us for a fun event and bring your friends!

Read It - Read It - Read All About It - Bible Study
The Monday Night Bible Study Group, led by members of the group, continue with the a series titled
“Parables: The Greatest Stories Ever Told”. The study is Bible based and meets on the second and
fourth Monday of April and May in the Fireside Room. The group will not meet during the summer
months and then resume again in September. Please join us.
This Life Guide Bible Study features additional questions for starting group discussions and for meeting
God in personal reflection, together with expanded leader's notes and a ‘Now or Later’ section in each
study. Each lesson is stand alone; come when you can or to all.
The Lessons are:
1
Parable of the Sower
Matthew 13:1-23
2
The “Lost” Parables”
Luke 15:1-32
3
The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37
4
The Unforgiving Servant
Matthew 18:21-35
5
The Widow & the Judge
Luke 18:1-8
6
The Wheat & the Weeds
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
7
Parables of Money & Self-Worth Matthew 24:36—20:16
8
The Wise & Foolish Virgins
Matthew 24:36—25:13
9
Parable of the Talents
Matthew 25:14-30
10 The Pharisee & the Tax Collector Luke 18:9-14
11 Parable of the Rich Fool
Luke 12:13-21
12 The Rich Man & Lazarus
Luke 16:19-31
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
March 21, 2017
Council Meeting 6:00 PM
In attendance: Gretchen Bachman, Pastor David Anderson, Steve Teff, Allison Ahcan, Carmen Jackson, Audrey Moen, Barry
Olson, Tia Halvorson, Renata Rogalla, Cindy Busby
Via Conference Call: Byron Snowden
Absent: Kim Jamtgaard, Pastor Megan Crouch, Jim Martinetto
Devotions – Barry Olson
Additions to the agenda
8F. Sign up for services
President’s comments
Pastor’s Report
Pastor Dave Anderson updated the council on his activities and upcoming events.
Previous Minutes – Review & Approve
Barry Olson made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Tia Halvorson. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report – Review & Approve
Carmen Jackson informed the council that our donations were up a bit for February, however we are still a little bit behind
the budget. Allison Ahcan made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report, seconded by Audrey Moen. Motion carried.
Old Business
HWY 38 sign – on hold until April mtg, quarterly Budget Review.
Roof repair – nothing to report
Secure Doors for Preschool – Pastor Dave Anderson touched on this in his report. The finance team has asked him to
seek bids. The council discussed ideas on the location of the door.
Quarterly Budget Review & Contingency Plans – April Council meeting
Steve Teff stated we may be a little longer meeting to plan for that.
Christmas Eve 2017 falls on a Sunday. Plan how many services?
Discussion was held on whether to have an AM service along with the 3 normal Christmas Eve services. This will
be discussed further at a future meetings.
New Business
Capital Priority List Path forward – update
Pastor Dave stated the Finance team is going to speak with Brad Peterson and Lee Anderson to see if they are
wiling to fill in on this committee. Renata Rogalla will touch base with Pastor Dave this week regarding the
Building and Grounds inclusion on the committee.
Pie & Service Auction May 7 – money will be designated to Front Entrance Handicap Accessible Improvements per
the February 21, 2017 minutes.
Jim Martinetto agreed to lead the committee for this.
Discuss budget contingency plans prior to April 18 budget review
Finance team were looking at January Financials and are recommending we come up with contingency plans for
spending $20,000, $16,000 and $12,000 less per year than we currently do.
Pastor Dave suggested we also come up with contingency plans to grow our ministry by the same figures.
The council discussed visions of growing the ministry in order to grow the revenue.
April 21-22 Council Retreat – Committee Structure
10:00 AM on Friday – Audrey will gather info for transportation/carpooling

Bring snacks to share and bedding.
April 29 (Sat) 9 AM Spring Cleanup Day – Renata Rogalla
Easter worship services assistance signup needed
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Upcoming Calendar
3/21
Council mtg 6 PM Fireside room
3/12-26 Racial Equity Adult Forum – 3 Sundays
3/25
Care of Creation Summit @ St Andrew’s
4/3
P. Megan sabbatical ends
4/13
Maundy Thursday meal & worship 6 & 7 PM
4/14
Good Friday worship – 7 PM
4/16
Easter Sunday Services 6:30 AM, 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM and
breakfast 7:00-10:00 AM
4/17
P. Vicki Taylor Bible study series starts 9:45 AM
4/18
Council meeting 6 PM Fireside Room – 1st Qtr Budget Review
4/21 – 22 Team Building Lock-in
4/21 – 22 Council Retreat Fri 10 AM Camp Vermillion – Committee Restructure
4/29
Spring Clean Up Day 9 AM
4/28 – 30 Synod Assembly Cragun’s Resort Brainerd

SPECIAL BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY:
Area ELCA congregations have joined in inviting Pastor Vicki Taylor to lead a 6 session weekly
Bible study in April and May. Pastor Vicki is recently retired from the Northeastern Minnesota
Synod office and when asked what would be a good topic, suggested difficult or challenging biblical texts. For instance:
And Jesus said, “Do you think I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division!” Luke 12:51.
Scripture is filled with these hard texts – texts that may not seem to fit with our concept of a loving and just God;
texts that may elude our Western understanding of how life is to be lived; texts that challenge our faith and confuse us.
Often we gloss over these stories, parables and sayings in the Bible for just those reasons, but what happens if we decide
to wrestle with them and ruminate upon them?
You are invited to a six week “wrestling match” with some of the most uncomfortable parts of scripture. It might
be enlightening . . . it may be disturbing, but it’s a chance to have a conversation with this Living Word and perhaps even
argue with God.
Please join the Bible study every Monday or when you are able. We will gather at 9:45 am for coffee and simple
refreshments and the hour long study will begin at 10:00 am. No need to pre-register or sign up: just show up!
* The first 3 meetings will be at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church: April 17, April 24 and May 1
* The second 3 meetings will be at Zion Lutheran Church: May 8, May 15 and May 22

Linking Women Together
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Diane Hannah - Co-Chair
Diane Mangseth - Co-Chair

Women’s Group News

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength." Mark 12:30

Monthly Spiritual Opportunities for
Women of St. Andrew’s:

all



Quilting Group meets every Wednesday at 9:30 am in
the Fireside Room. No experience necessary.



Women’s Conversation Group—Looking for an
opportunity to meet other women from St. Andrew’s,
discuss Christian issues and participate in Bible Study?
Then plan to come to the Women’s Conversation
Group on Tuesday, April 4 from 10:00-11:30 am in
the Fireside Room. We meet the first and third
Tuesday of each month during the school year. All
ages of women are welcome. Our discussions are
based on selections from The Upper Room. These
discussions enlighten us and strengthen our faith as we
apply them to our daily lives. The April meetings are
April 4 and April 18.



Prayer Shawl Ministry—Calling all knitters and
crocheters and those who would like to learn. The
group will meet Tuesday, March 28 from 10:00-11:30
am in the Fireside Room. They gather monthly on the
fourth Tuesday of each month for fellowship, prayer
and time to knit/crochet together. Please contact Gail
Olijnek at 326-2431 for more information. Hope to
see you there!

WELCA

Spring Banquet Thursday, May
4 . Registration and social time 5:30 pm;
dinner served 6:00 pm. Theme is “Our Mission
With Tanzania” along with a style show.
Program presented by Pastor Megan Crouch.
Cost $10 adults/ $5.00 children 12 and under.
Please RSVP by Sunday, April 30th. Sign up
between worship services at St. Andrew’s.
th

Sunday Coffee Hour
Each monthly newsletter lists the serving group for the
coming month. If your name is on the list, please call
your leaders to let them know when you are able to help
to serve coffee and/or donate baked goods and snacks
for Sunday mornings. Thank you so very much for your

Christian hospitality to help make this coffee time a
success. May committee leader is Frances Haubrich.
Members of the May committee are:
Carol Anderson
Gretchen Bachman
Sue Baker
Robin Barcus
Jan Bilden
Colleen Bishop
Barbara Blank
Lisa Bolton
Linda Bonney
April Buescher
Steve Bundermann
Belinda Carlson
Kari Carlson
Sharon Carlson
Marlene Carrigan
Carol Coil
Keri Daniels
Jennifer Dorr
Marcia Erickson
Jean Esler
Taunia Fickbone
JoAnn Frick
Hattie Gould
Missy Gray
Glenda Green
Julie Halvorson
Gloria Holcomb
Deanna Jaeger
Paulette Jerome
Dianne Johnson
Tiffany Johnson
Sue Keeler
Shirley Kilcher
Rene Kislia
Kathy Kooda
Kevin Krautkremer
Diane Mangseth
Jayne Martin
Bonnie Moors
Valerie Netland
Mona Petersen
Ellen Pfalzgraf
Bobbi Reed
Pat Rukavina
Stephanie Schuette
Marilyn Steffen
Angela Tanner
Darlene Tanner
Lori Walstad
Shirley Ward
Susan Wesley
Melissa Wheelock
Vickie Whirley
Jim Willford
God Bless you for doing God’s Service.

Thank You Notes
Dear friends at St. Andrew’s,
Thank you to everyone for the prayers, cards, many
expressions of sympathy and memorial gifts given following
the sudden death of my sister, Terry Malkerson. And a
special thank you to Cindy Busby and Marjorie Lavalier for
helping out in the church office so I was able to attend her
funeral in Texas. While it was hard to say goodbye, we know
Terry is in the loving arms of our Lord. Thank you.
Blessings, Angela & Barry Olson
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Dear St. Andrew's Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your recent gift of $313.86 and your inkind donation of 87 pounds to the Second Harvest North
Central Food Bank. Your donations will help us provide
food for thousands of meals for hungry neighbors through
the 155 organizations we partner with. It means so much to
those in our community who struggle to put food on their
tables when times are tight. On behalf of the staff,
volunteers and especially the people we serve, THANK
YOU! Your support is making a difference in the lives of
many local people who find themselves in need in our
community. Thank you for helping us feed hope and end
hunger.
Sincerely,
Susan Estee, Executive Director

Camp Hiawatha Clean-Up Day will be Satur day, May 6th. Contact
Myrna Peterson, VLM Volunteer Coordinator at 301-6028 for more
information. Middle School youth are invited to go to camp at 6:00
pm Friday and start the clean-up and spend the night at Camp
Hiawatha. Dinner provided plus a bonfire that evening. Best part, it’s
all FREE!! All volunteers will be fed lunch on Saturday. Please help
get our camps ready for the summer ahead. Youth need to let Pastor
Megan know if planning to stay overnight.

CANOE CAMP AT CAMP VERMILION
Grades 7th & 8th - June 25-30
Sr. High Grades 9th - 12th - July 9-14
Grades 5th & 6th - July 16-21

Each day of Canoe Camp includes learning canoeing skills, such as the various canoe strokes and how to stern as well as how
to portage and care for your canoe. Campers will also learn basic map reading and navigation skills. Overnight camping
experiences during the week will teach campers how to set up a campsite and prepare your meals "on the trail," both over
the fire and using a simple trail stove.
In addition to these intentional learning times, the week also includes many favorite camp activities, such as games, campfire, swimming, and more!
The 5th and 6th grade program will be an introduction to canoeing and camping, and include an overnight experience at
Camp Vermilion as well as day canoeing trips on Lake Vermilion. The 7th and 8th grade program will go a bit deeper into
canoeing and camping skills, and include an off-site, overnight canoe trip. The Sr. High program involves a three night trip
to the Boundary Waters with two of VLM’s staff, including a trained Canoe Country guide.
For more information, and/or to register for canoe camp, or any week of camp at Hiawatha or Vermilion, go to
www.vlmcamps.org. The deadline for the Early Bird discount is April 1, so act now, and get your kids to camp this summer!
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Help for the John & Heather DeVries family – On March 7th, John made contact with an energized power line while
restoring outages from a storm. The resulting injuries mean he is facing a long road to recovery. John and Heather are
coping with the fallout from his injury in addition to parenting three children age 3 and under! Meal planning and
preparation is a chore for lots of young families even without the added difficulty of medical challenges so we would like to
invite you to help support John & Heather with freezer meals. John’s dietary needs at the present time call for high protein
meal options such as marinated meats, meatballs, protein-heavy casseroles, etc. However, family members do have lactoseintolerance issues so please avoid any recipes that include sour cream, milk or yogurt. Recipes containing cheese are ok and
it’s also ok to substitute almond milk for cow’s milk in recipes. The family likes rice dishes and soups but they aren’t big fans
of pasta, mushrooms or celery. It is easiest for the family for us to freeze our meal offerings and leave them in the freezers in
the church kitchen for them to pick up. Please write their name on the meal you leave so we know it’s intended for them! If
you have questions, please feel free to contact Kim Jamtgaard at 244-3355. Thank you for supporting one of our St.
Andrew’s families through this challenging time!

St. Andrew's Preschool
St. Andrew's Preschool is currently accepting registrations for enrollment for the 2017-2018
school year. There are openings for both groups - 3 year olds meet on Tuesday & Thursday and
the 4-5 year olds meet on Monday, Wednesday & Friday. Class is held from 8:30 to 11:30
am. Please contact Kelly Olsen, Preschool Director at 218-360-0293.
The "Men's Breakfast" is a group of men who meet
every Wednesday morning at 7:00 am at the Forest
Lake Restaurant. Each week, they discuss the scripture
for the next Sunday's worship service. It's a nice way to
start the day. All men are welcome to attend.
The members of the PRAYER CHAIN are ready to
offer their confidential help and support through prayer.
Please call Jean Gardner at 999-9890 or Gail Olijnek at
326-2431 with your prayer requests.

Deadline for June/July Newsletter
All news articles and information need to be in the
church office by May 20 to have it included in the June/
July newsletter. In an effort to reduce spending, St.
Andrew’s is no mailing newsletters. It is being emailed
as a pdf attachment to all those we have addresses for
and will only be mailed to those who do not have
computer access. Please make sure we have your
correct email address. Please call the church office at
326-8508 or email saintand@saintand.org. For those
without computer access, stop in the church office for a
printed copy.

High school graduates and their parents are invited to attend a dinner
honoring St. Andrew's Students from the Class of 2016. Wednesday,
May 10, 2017 at 5:00 pm. R.S.V.P. required by Sunday, May 7th. Please call
the church office at 326-8508 with your reservation.
“For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future." Jeremiah 29:11

W-O-W
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Worship on Wednesdays
Beginning Wednesday, May 31
6:00 pm Lakeside
Summer is coming, and with summer, we in the northland often find ourselves spending lots of time
on the lake or links, with guests and family – even on Sunday mornings.
IF this is you, consider worshipping outdoors at St. Andrew’s lakeside setting Wednesday evenings.
It’s a less-formal worship gathering; the Bible readings and sermon are based on the previous
Sunday’s texts and sermon. Music is usually with guitar. We have communion each week.

Worship is followed by a campfire with hotdogs and S’mores.
In the case of inclement weather, Wednesday worship will be inside in the sanctuary.
We are seeking volunteers, especially guitar players, to help lead these Wednesday services musically. (We
know that such musicians are probably not available every Wednesday, but if we have a group who can work
together, we can probably have enough to lead the worship each week.) It would be great to have a Wednesday
Worship Team to work with the pastors in organizing the details for these services. If you are able to help, either
as a musician or can assist in other ways, please talk to Pastor David Anderson, Pastor Megan Crouch or
Gretchen Bachman, Worship Committee Chairperson.

Beginning Memorial Day weekend and ending Labor Day weekend,
Sunday worship schedule will be one service at 9:00 am.

Pastoral Acts
Baptisms
April 9
April 23
Funerals
April 24

Vincent Landon Guck
Emery Melissa Benson
Donald John Kilcher Sr.

Special Gifts
$25 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Jim Backe by S.D. Warren Company
$25 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Jennifer Kasal by Dennis & Mary Johnson
$50 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Jennifer Kasal by Tom & Becky Markwardt
$10 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Jennifer Kasal by Judy Johnson
$40 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Jennifer Kasal by Elizabeth Gardner
$25 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Don Kilcher by Harry & Jean Gardner
$25 to Scholarship Fund in memory of Don Kilcher by Jim & Gail Olijnek
$20 to Front Entry Accessibility Doors in memory of Don Kilcher by Marn & Marie Flicker
$50 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Terry Malkerson by Barry & Angela Olson
$25 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Terry Malkerson by Harry & Jean Gardner
$65 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Terry Malkerson by St. Andrew’s Handbell Choir
$20 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Terry Malkerson by Allen & Carmen Jackson
$50 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Terry Malkerson by Jim & Cheryl Martinetto
$10 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Terry Malkerson by Judy Johnson
$25 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Terry Malkerson by Byron & Cathy Snowden
$20 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Terry Malkerson by Wanda Clark
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Spring Help!!!!
Do you have yard work, spring cleaning, painting, or other big spring projects to do on
your property? St. Andrew’s Youth would love to help out! Please contact Pastor
Megan to talk about hiring the youth to help you with your next big project. Funds
raised go towards upcoming mission trips and youth ministry here at St. Andrew’s.

2017 Vacation Bible School You can start registering your kids for our 2017 VBS program Loving Lutherans
now! This year's theme invites kids and leaders to explore what it means to be a Lutheran, and
how we share God's love in the world everyday as the Lutheran Church! Travel back in time
500 years to 16th century Germany and learn about the reformation that changed the church
through songs, crafts, Bible Stories, cooking, games, service projects and more. VBS is June
19th - 23rd from 9:00 am -12:00 noon and is open to kids ages 3-12. Volunteers are needed to
help make this possible. Please talk to Pastor Megan to find out more about how you can help.
Register by visiting our website www.saintand.org and clicking on the Vacation Bible School
link under Children and Youth. Hope to see you there!

Middle School Special Event—Camp Hiawatha Clean-Up and Overnight
WHEN: 5:30 pm Friday May 5th - 1:30 pm Saturday May 6th
WHERE: Drop youth off and pick them up at St. Andrew’s!
WHO: Middle School youth and their friends!
COST: FREE!!!!
WHAT: Join us for a fun service opportunity helping out our friends at Camp Hiawatha! We will spend the night at the camp, have a Bible
study based on the movie “Ben Hur” (which we will watch at the camp), help clean up the camp grounds and get it ready for Summer
campers and have a bonfire, breakfast, and lunch at the camp!
Please bring work gloves, sleeping bags, and cloths that can get dirty! Bonfire Friday Night, and Breakfast and Lunch on Saturday are provided
to everyone who helps with the clean-up.
Register for this Event by clicking this link and filling out online form. Register Here!

We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to do the giving you
want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card. Giving online is easy and allows you to either
make a one-time contribution or to set up automatic recurring contributions. Simply visit the church website at www.saintand.org and click on the DONATE button. Or, donate from your smart phone. Simply
scan the image you see here using your phone’s QR code reader. (Many free code readers are available at
your app store.) Contributions can be made to either the General Fund to support our many ministries or
to the Sight and Sound Fund.
St. Andrew’s offers electronic giving for those who wish to have contr ibutions tr ansfer r ed electr onically to the
church’s account. If you have plans to travel or be gone during the spring months, electronic giving gives you a convenient way to keep up with your intended offerings. ‘Simply Giving’ is easy and convenient. If you would like to set up a
convenient process for consistent giving to St. Andrew’s, please contact the church office at 326-8508.

“Dining to Donate”
Beginning Sunday, May 7 fr om 11:00 am—5:00 pm, St. Andrew’s is partnering
with Applebee’s Restaurant in the “Dining to Donate” program. 15% of your food
order will be donated by Applebee’s American back to St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
Sight and Sound Fund. We will participate in the program the first Sunday of each
month through December 2017. You must have a voucher from St. Andrew’s to give
to your server to be eligible. Please pick up a voucher at St. Andrew’s.
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8:30a Preschool
6:00p Cub Scouts

22

8:30a Preschool
6:00p Parables Bible Study
6:00p Cub Scouts-pack
graduation

29

Church Office closed

14

8:00a & 10:30a Contemporary Worship
w/Holy Communion
9:20a SS Classes

21

8:00a & 10:30a Worship
w/Holy Communion &
Healing Prayers
9:20a SS Classes

28

9:00a Worship with
Holy Communion

Memorial Day

8:30a Preschool
6:00p Parables Bible Study
6:00p Cub Scouts

30

8:30a Preschool
10:00a Prayer Shawl
Ministry

23

8:30a Preschool
6:00p Church Council meets

16

8:30a Preschool

9

8:30a Preschool
5:30p Property Committee
meets

8:30a Preschool
9:45a Bible Study with
Pastor Vicki Taylor
6:00p CFM Team meets
6:00p Cub Scouts

8

2

1

8:00a & 10:30a Worship
w/Holy Communion
9:20a SS Classes
11a-5p ‘Dining to Donate’
at Applebee’s
11:45a Lunch & Pie &
Service Auction
2:00p Team Building for

Tue

Mon

7

Sun

7:00a Men's Breakfast
4:30p Youth Night
6:00p Lakeside Worship
with Holy Communion

31

7:00a Men's Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:30p Handbell Choir
4:30p Youth Night
5:00p Seniors Banquet
5:30p Men's Choir

24

7:00a Men's Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:30p Handbell Choir
4:30p Youth Night
5:00p Seniors Banquet
5:30p Men's Choir
6:30p Mixed Choir
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7:00a Men's Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:30p Handbell Choir
4:30p Youth Night
5:00p Seniors Banquet
5:30p Men's Choir
6:30p Mixed Choir

8:30a Preschool
6:30p Piano recital for
students of Eileen
Grosland
7:00p Al Anon

25

8:30a Preschool
6:00p Youth Gathering
Parent’s meeting
7:00p Al Anon

18

8:30a Preschool
5:00p Rascals
7:00p Al Anon

11

8:30a Preschool
5:30p WELCA Spring
Banquet
7:00p Al Anon

10

4

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting group
4:30p Handbell Choir
4:30p Youth Night
5:30p Men’s Choir
6:30p Mixed Choir

Thu

3

Wed

MAY 2017

8:30a Preschool

26

8:30a Preschool

19

8:30a Preschool

12

8:30a Preschool
6:00p Middle School
Youth overnight at
Camp Hiawatha

5

Fri

27

Cub Scouts Mini Camp

20

13

9:00a Clean-Up Day at
Camp Hiawatha

6

Sat

17

18

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
September-May Sunday School 9:20 am
Adult Forum 9:30 am
Worship 8:00 & 10:30 am
Memorial Day Labor Day
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Wednesday Worship 6:00 pm

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE God’s presence in our lives.
GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

