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FROM PASTOR DAVE...

As is my daily custom, this morning I walked the dog and then sat down with my coffee just as it was beginning to
get light. I love the peace and the tranquility that comes when the world around me is waking up as I wake up. This
morning was spectacular! The skies were clear. The sun crept up over the horizon. I was looking across the snow and ice
covered lake. Then the fog rolled in. It had a mysterious feel to it. It obstructed my view of the lake and the other shore.
I couldn’t see beyond my own shoreline. What was in front of me was veiled for a while, until the sun would burn off the
fog and shine again.
It dawned on me that this is perhaps a picture of our own faith experiences and journeys. Sometimes things are
just right. We can sense the presence of the Son, and we find pleasure in the Light. There’s a clarity – even an
exuberance – knowing that “a Light shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome it.” It’s then that prayer and
reading from the Bible and daily devotions come more easily. It’s then that I can see and remember and be more thankful
for the many blessings in my life. IT all seems to right.
And then….something may happen that makes it seem like the fog rolled in. Maybe it’s a disagreement with a
spouse, or disappointment with a son or daughter. Maybe it’s remembering the unmanageable To Do list, or having the
boss come down on you at work. Maybe it’s the reminder of how sick a loved one is as he battles cancers, or the gut
wrenching and heart breaking realization that a loved one has lost her battle with cancer. It may be that the divisive
national discourse about mass shootings, or yet another mass shooting that veils the Sonshine. It may be not being able to
see the future and the next helpful and healthy steps we might be taking. It can all result in a kind of fog which blocks out
the Sun/Son.
My morning experience today reminded me that given some time, the Sun would indeed burn off the fog and I
would be able to see clearly again. But I had to wait for it. And I could not force it. In the midst of the fog of your life, it
may seem that you will never again see clearly. The pain or frustration, or stress and discouragement may seem to have
won the day. But wait. Wait patiently. Wait expectantly. Psalm 40:1-5, in The Message paraphrase, says
1-3

I waited and waited and waited for God.
At last he looked; finally he listened.
He lifted me out of the ditch,
pulled me from deep mud.
He stood me up on a solid rock
to make sure I wouldn’t slip.
He taught me how to sing the latest God-song,
a praise-song to our God.
More and more people are seeing this:
they enter the mystery,
abandoning themselves to God.
The “mysterious fog” might be the mystery we are to enter as we abandon ourselves to God. It might be a time
that there are no answers – no immediate balm to heal our hearts. But it may just be a time that we learn – learn to
abandon ourselves to God, and as we do so – as we wait – we may just experience the Sun/Son shining again. It’s actually
been shining the whole time, but veiled from our sight by the fog. Trust that the Sun/Son is shining even if behind the fog.
Know that the Sun/Son will surely burn off the fog. And when you have the good fortune to see and experience the
dawning of the Sun/Son – take it in, be thankful, let it fill you and guide you and warm you.
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P ASTOR M EGAN ’ S M USINGS ...

I’m not sure about you, but I lately I have found opening my e-mail or logging on to Facebook, Instagram, and especially
Twitter to be a rather daunting task. This is not because I don’t want to stay informed about what’s going on, be asked to get
involved or help with causes, or support and stay connected with people, quite the opposite in fact… I do want to be well
informed, be asked to help, offer support and stay connected with people. No, I think the real reason that I open these messages, e
-mails, tweets and so on with a mixed feeling of dread and exhaustion is that I’m tired of people trying to shout (Tweet, Snap,
Post, etc.…) over each other. Everyday I see emotionally manipulative ads and appeals to fund the war on (insert your favorite cause
here) and efforts being made to stop the “enemy” for getting its way. Honestly, I’m over it all, and be you liberal, conservative,
democrat, republican, libertarian, green party or any other political label you claim… I think one thing we need to all agree on is
that this polarizing us versus them kind of culture is uncomfortable, unproductive and unhealthy… and I believe that as Christians
we are called to be part of the solution and are in a unique position to do just that! So for my musing this month, I want to lift up
how we as people of faith at St. Andrew’s can be part of creating a safe place for conversation, compassion, and dare we say it…
compromise.
I will be talking about gun violence and regulation as my example in this article as it is one I personally feel strongly about, is
on a topic we need to talk about more, and is a topic I have learned a lot about through talking to people with different
backgrounds and opinions… but please note that these ways to work together and talk about difficult issues apply to just about any
topic you can imagine… and it’s important that we start doing just that.
Tip One - know what is influencing your opinions. We form opinions about things based on our life experience and
understanding… knowing why you feel strongly about things can help you when you have hard conversations about difficult
topics. For example, I have some pretty strong feelings about gun violence. In 1998, a student from my high school took a large
dose of LSD, got his father’s .22 and killed his brother, his brother’s girlfriend, mother, father and grandfather. The school was
locked down until he was found and the halls were haunted for months afterwards by this violence. Less than a year later, the
Columbine shooting happened and high school became a place where bomb threats, lock down procedures, and emergency drills
were something that happened regularly. I know that these experiences have deeply impacted how I view gun ownership and use,
and for a long time I couldn’t understand why anyone would want or need a gun unless it was for their job as a police officer or in
the military. Then tip two happened, and I gained a whole new perspective.
Tip Two - Ask other’s why they feel strongly about the things they do… and listen to their answers. I
learned this when I attended a Bishop’s Convocation about gun violence a few years ago. I shared why I felt the way I did about
guns, and listened to others share why they felt the way they did. I was surprised to learn how many people had deeply positive
emotions surrounding guns because they represented time spent with family. Many people shared how getting a gun for Christmas
was a promise from their dad that this year he would take you hunting or target shooting. People shared how they had fond
memories of learning to care for, safely handle and shoot guns… and some people even talked about how guns had saved their lives
in dangerous situations. While I was far from the only person in the room who had negative experiences with guns, I was
surprised by how many of my colleagues and friends had positive ones, and hearing why they felt the way they did helped us to
have deeper more meaningful conversations about gun regulation and safety. Knowing why I felt the way I did, and why others
felt the way they did, took the conversation from being either for or against gun ownership and helped it move into one that
looked at the issue with more depth, complexity, and with more potential for us to find middle ground where we could agree and
compromise.
Tip Three - Have conversations in person. While there are many great things about social media, the truth is that it is
a bad way to have conversations about complex social problems. You need more the 150 characters to talk about stuff like this.
You need to hear the tone of voice, or see the facial expressions, or just be in the same room and look each other in the eye.
While social media is a great way to share news, opinions, updates about our lives, it is not the right format to have meaningful
conversations about difficult topics.
Tip Four - Don’t start a conversation with the goal of changing someone’s mind. Many of us (myself included)
secretly believe that if people were really listening to us, really understood what we said, and really believed what we were telling
them was true, then they would agree with us. So, when we have a conversation with someone, explain our point of view, share
our experience, and present our facts and they don’t agree with us, we feel like they weren’t really listening and get upset. The
truth is, it is quite possible for someone to hear you, understand your point of view, and even respect you and your point of view,
but not agree with it. This is a somewhat hard pill to swallow. But, it’s true. I know that it is because I hear, understand, and
Continued...

respect people who hold different points of view from me… and know that I have truly been heard, understood, and respected3
by people who have not agreed with my view on some things. I find that if I start a conversation with the goals of hearing,
understanding, and respecting someone, and having them do the same for me, and not with the intention of changing
someone’s mind, that conversation bears greater fruit. Doing this has led me to believe that safe gun ownership is possible and
that guns can play an important role in peoples lives and in our culture… while still maintaining my belief that we need a more
consistently regulated system to ensure that only those who know how to safely and responsibly handle firearms have them.
Tip Five - Look at the big picture. Part of the wonder and beauty of the church, and the ELCA in particular, is that
we agree to disagree. We understand that we won’t all share the same opinions about every issue… but we also understand
that what binds us together is greater than what divides us. For example, 99.9% of people probably agree that gun violence is
a problem in our country and that shootings like the most recent ones in Kentucky and Florida are horrific things that should
NEVER happen. We can agree on that. What we don’t agree on is how best to prevent these tragedies from happening and
talking about that is the hard part. That is where the church can really help. As people of God, we know that Jesus embraced
all kinds of people, sinners and saints alike… and that there was room at the table for a wide range of backgrounds, opinions
and ideas. What bound them together was not that they all looked and believed the same thing, but was instead that they were
all loved. Churches are uniquely positioned to help people have conversations about these topics while still reminding them of
the big picture that they held together with love.
Tip Five - Know that compromise is NOT a bad thing. As humans, we want to win. And, it is human nature to
see those who disagree with us as the enemy. We do things to dehumanize, calling them names, belittling them, overstating
our opinions so that it appears that anyone who doesn’t agree with us is either a monster or stupid. As I said above, nearly
everyone on both sides of the issue of gun regulation likely agrees that the horrific violence of shooting done in high schools, at
public events and on college campuses is something that needs to stop. What we disagree on is how to stop these events. But
we can’t work together when we are constantly convincing each other that people with different opinions than us are horrible
and any compromise with them will lead to a terrible outcome that will destroy the fabric of our lives. Avoid getting sucked
into the hype and look at what people are really saying. The truth is that the solution isn’t to ban all guns or to deregulate gun
sales. Honestly, most people on either side of the issue would agree that those are both bad options. The solution isn’t in the
extremes. It is in the compromise and compromise doesn’t belittle or demise the thoughts, experiences, emotions or opinions
of others. It looks to find a way forward together.
It can be incredibly difficult to know what to say or do when facing these conversations and topics, and our current
political climate makes it almost scary to talk to others about them. However, as Christians and Lutherans, that is exactly what
we are called to do. We are called to not only talk about what we think and feel, but to also listen to the thoughts and feelings
of others and seek out solutions for them. I encourage you to listen with open minds, discerning hearts, and to help create safe
open places where we can explore these problems and work towards solutions that offer lasting change. I look forward to
many great conversations with you all in the future!

NEW MEMBER CLASS COMING IN APRIL
The next two-session New Member Class is Thursday, April 19th (6:30-8:00 PM) and April
26th (6:00-8:00 pm). Usually offered once in the Spring and once in the Fall, the New
Member Class is a time to learn about the history, present and future of St. Andrew’s.
Ministries and programs of the congregation are introduced and explained. We cover the
basics of Christianity from a distinctly Lutheran perspective and how that is lived out in and
through St. Andrew’s. The Marks of Discipleship (prayer, worship, Bible reading, service,
relationships and giving) provide the basic shape to this class. It’s a time to ask questions,
hear preliminary answers, meet staff and other course participants. All people interested in
joining St. Andrew’s should be part of a New Member Class. Please indicate your intent to
be part of the New Member Class by contacting the church office at (218) 326-8508.
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Lent 2018

REVELATION FOR LENT

Over the course of the six weeks of Lent, we are reading and reflecting on chapters 2 and 3 – that portion that
contains the letters to the angels of the seven churches. Christians in these churches are encouraged to “hold on to
what you have,” and challenged as they read “but this I have against you.” As we read these 7 letters, we will
ponder how their messages still apply to us today. Please commit to gathering for worship each Wednesday
during Lent at 7:00 pm. And may “anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.”
Wednesdays begin with soup supper served from 6:00 – 6:45 pm. Worship begins at 7:00 pm.
February 28

Letter to Pergamum

Revelation 2:12-17

March 7

Letter to Thyatira

Revelation 2:18-29

March 14

Letters to Sardis AND Philadelphia Revelation 3:1-13

March 21

Letter to Laodicea

Revelation 3:14-22

Maundy Thursday, March 29 SEDER SUPPER
Good Friday, March 30 Tenebrae Service of Darkness – “Extreme Love”
Prior to worship on Wednesdays during Lent, we gather at 6:00 pm for a light meal of soup and bread. Free-will
offering collected for the meals. Wednesday worships 7:00 pm on February 28, March 7, March 14, March 21.

Holy Week Schedule
Sunday, March 25 - Palm Sunday - 8:00 & 10:30 am Worship
Maundy Thursday, March 29 - 6:00 pm Seder Supper
Good Friday, March 30 - 7:00 pm Worship
April 1 - Easter Sunday
6:30 am - Sunrise Worship Service with Holy Communion
7:00-10:00 am - Easter Breakfast
8:30 am & 10:30 am - Easter Worship Services with
special music and Holy Communion

JOIN US FOR EASTER BREAKFAST - Let the youth do the
cooking Easter Sunday! St. Andrew's youth and their families will be serving
St. Andrew’s traditional Easter Breakfast again this year. You are encouraged
to bring family and friends for breakfast April 1, served from 7:00-10:00 am,
in the Education Wing. The menu boasts hot from the oven variations of egg
bake, muffins, fresh fruit, juice and coffee. A free-will offering will be
collected. We hope you make this meal part of your Easter day festivities.
What better way to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord than with worship
and a meal shared with family and friends? Thank you for supporting St.
Andrew's youth.
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Easter Lily Order Form
Name ___________________________________
Phone ___________________________________
________ Easter Lilies at $15.00 each
In Memory of ______________________________________________________
In Honor of _______________________________________________________
Please fill out this form and mail to the church office with full payment. Checks should
be made payable to St. Andrew's Lutheran Church and designate "Easter Lily" in the
memo. Lilies may be picked up to take home after the 10:30 am worship service on
Easter morning.
Deadline to order is Palm Sunday, March 25, 2018.

ST. ANDREW’S ENGAGES IN A TIME OF DEEP LISTENING AND DISCERNMENT
Recently, the Congregation Council of St. Andrew’s approved entering into a relationship with
Kairos and Associates, a national resource development firm that works primarily with ELCA
Lutheran ministries across the country. The purpose of this relationship is to help our congregation
more deeply discover who we are, where God is leading and the potential of moving into a major
capital campaign.
Our initial work with Kairos is called the Listening or Discovery Process. This process is
designed to help us as leaders and as a congregation to get a deeper sense of how our membership
engages our ministry, what we imagine for our future, the impact our mission is having, and the
level of willingness to support and engage a capital funding process. This is critical information and
data to help inform us as we make important decisions for our future.
There are several steps to this Listening Process that will unfold over the next few months. We
will be conducting an online survey called the MAP (Missional Assessment Profile) for all members
over the age of 16. There will be one-on-one interviews and listening groups from a diverse
selection of members from the congregation. An assessment of our leadership system will be
conducted, as well as a process engaged to listen more deeply to our Grand Rapids community to
discover where the needs are and how St. Andrew’s might be more engaged in meeting and
addressing those needs.
Over these next few months, we encourage you to participate in this process as you are invited.
It is an important step for our mission as we look to discover new and renewed ways to be the
church in the 21st century, and most importantly in this place and time in Grand Rapids and beyond.
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MARCH IS FOOD SHARE MONTH
One out of five
children in our
community is at risk
of hunger. One out
of eight families in
the Grand Rapids
area uses the Food
Shelf as a resource to
meet their basic food
needs. Every day,
people in our community have to make the terrible choice
between paying for food or paying for utilities, paying for
food or paying for transportation, and paying for food or
paying for medical care. Our Food Shelf acts as a safety net
by helping to put food on their tables.
All donations made to the Grand Rapids Food Shelf
stay local and provide food and hope to people in the
greater Grand Rapids area, (including communities like
Balsam, Warba, Marble, LaPrairie, Calumet, Cohasset,
Bovey and Coleraine) providing food and hope to people in
need.
The Grand Rapids Food Shelf relies solely on
the generosity of community members, churches,
businesses, individuals and dedicated volunteers to
help provide food assistance to the many local
people who seek our help.
March is the time of year when donations made to our
local food shelf are totaled and used to determine our
statewide incentive allocation. The more dollars we raise,
the more the Food Shelf will receive from the allocation

fund. With our help during the month of March, our
dollars will go further in helping meet the needs of the
hundreds of struggling families, children and elderly that
visit the Food Shelf at Second Harvest. All donations must
be received by Second Harvest by Friday, March 30th in
order for them to count towards the Food Share allocation.
Non-perishable foods are appreciated and can be
placed in the food cart in the Narthex at St. Andrew’s.
Monetary donations are especially valuable during the
March Food Share Campaign, providing 5 meals to those in
need for every dollar donated. Drop your monetary
donations in the ‘shopping cart’ on the table entering the
sanctuary Checks can be made payable to St. Andrew’s,
designated for the Grand Rapids Area Food Shelf. (You and
St. Andrew’s will receive credit for the total amount
collected).

Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin!
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
Isaiah 58:6-8a
Thank you for your donations.

SO WHAT’S GOING ON WITH OUR SIGHT SYSTEM?
We have been enjoying our new sound system for over a year now, but we have yet to make the final push to be
able to afford and install what we have called “Phase 2” of the Sight and Sound System. Included in the Sight system
will be 2 cameras to enhance our presence online and on ICTV, greatly improving the quality of the video. We will
also be able to produce DVD’s of anything that happens in the sanctuary. What a ministry of hospitality it will be to
be able to give a DVD of a funeral, for example, so that those who were not able to attend the funeral can watch it
later. In addition, we plan to include 2 video projectors in the sanctuary so that we might show movie clips, in
addition to graphics during the pastors’ sermons to enhance that presentation of the gospel. Words to liturgy and
song could also be projected. There will be video monitors on both sides of the Fellowship Hall to enhance the
worshipping experience for our overflow. And, of course, the mostly unseen equipment in the control booth.
At approximately $50,000, Phase 2 costs about the same as did Phase 1. To date, we have $20,740 in a
Dedicated Fund for this project. Thank you to all who have given toward this. We need to have all the funds
collected prior to the Council authorizing work to commence. We welcome and appreciate all donations to the Sight
System, and look forward to its installation. It is important that we do so soon, so that the equipment is compatible
with the generation of equipment installed for the Sound portion.
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Middle School Event Sunday, March 11—March is National Food Share Month and for our Monthly
Middle School Youth activity, we will be doing a Service Learning Event where youth will learn about how hunger
impacts people both locally and globally, talk about our response to hunger as Christians, and learn about how they
can help make a difference. Please e-mail Pastor Megan at mcrouch604@gmail.com if you can help out and if
your youth would like to attend! The event will include lunch and as always friends are welcome! Hope you can
join us!

St. Andrew's Youth Polar Plunge!!!!! According to the World Health Organization, over 2 billion people
use an unsafe drinking water source daily, and according the CDD, around 2.5
billion people (35% of the earth’s population) do not have access to basic sanitation
like a pit toilet. This leads to disease and death in impoverished communities.
Lack of these resources close to home also means millions of hours of work are lost
each day as families devote time and energy into simply gathering the basic things
they need to survive. These are chilling facts, but we can change them! St.
Andrew’s Youth want to raise over $1,000 to help provide clean safe water and
sanitation for people around the world. If we meet our Goal and raise $1,000 in
pledges by March 4th, Pastor Megan will take the Plunge into a frozen McKinney
Lake and post a video of it on the church website and Facebook! If we raise
$1,500, Kory Cease and some of the youth will join her in taking the plunge!
Youth are collecting pledges between worship services. All funds raised will go
towards clean water projects through ELCA World Hunger. Make your pledges
now!

Register TODAY for Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion!
We know it can be difficult to fit a week of camp into a busy schedule. We want to help by encouraging you to
register earlier. Get camp on your schedule now and then you don’t have to worry about trying to squeeze it in
later! Brochures and registration information are available on the table in the Narthex. Check the kiosk for
upcoming special events at both Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion.

April and May worship assistants needed. Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall to be
Greeters, Lector, Ushers and/or Communion Assistants.

If our pastors can be of assistance to you in any way, please don't hesitate to call. They can be reached at
the church office at (218) 326-8508. If after hours and an emergency, please call Pastor David Anderson at
(218) 838-8202 or Pastor Megan Crouch at (231) 730-4127.
The members of the PRAYER CHAIN are ready to offer their confidential help and support
through prayer. Please call Jean Gardner at 999-9890 or Gail Olijnek at 326-2431 with your
prayer requests.
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Linking Women Together
Women's Group News

Diane Mangseth, Co-Chair
Diane Hannah, Co-Chair

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength." Mark 12:30

Monthly Spiritual Opportunities for all Women
of St. Andrew’s
 Women’s Coffee & Conversation Group
meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 9:30 am in
the Fellowship Hall Room. The meetings in
March will be March 6 and March 20.
 Quilting Group meets every Wednesday at
9:30 am in the Fireside Room September
through May.
Everyone welcome; no
experience needed.
 Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 4th
Tuesday of the month. The group meets
from 10:00-11:30 am in the Fireside Room.
They gather monthly for fellowship, prayer
and time to knit/crochet together. The
group will meet on Tuesday, March 27.
Lenten Soup Suppers are
served on Wednesdays during
Lent at 6:00 pm prior to the 7:00
pm Lenten worship services.
Each WELCA serving group plans
and serves a soup supper. Free
will offering collected for the
meal.
Sunday Coffee Hour
Each monthly newsletter has a list of the
serving group for the month. Each serving
group is assigned two months of the year, 6
months apart. Thank you so very much for
your Christian hospitality to help make this
coffee time a success. God Bless everyone for
doing God’s Service. If you haven’t been called
or haven’t seen your name on a list, please
contact the church office. We don’t want to
forget anyone!

March co-leaders are Linda Flom and Diane
Hannah. Members of the March committee
are:
Kristine Arntson
Malissa Bahr
Jeff Bigwood
Sara Bolen
Amy Brainard
Angie Broberg
Kim Brown
Christine Burbie
Cindy Busby
Megan Christianson
Karen Dagle
Cathe Dahline
Betty Davis
Jane Dreke
Denise Engel
Christine Figgins
Ardy Flaherty
Karin Grandia
Janet Greiner
Janet Hammerlund
Aaron Hicks
Sydney Holcomb
Jennifer Jackson
Melissa Jensen
Barbara Johnson
Brenda Larson
Cindy Leppanen
Rebecca Levitz
Jennifer Lien
Vicky Lorenz
Jo McClure
Mary Ann Miels
Theresa Milinkovich Meg Muller
Margaret Myers
Jenny Nielsen
Sally Niemi
Pamela Olson
Dick Ostroot
Christie Peterson
Lee Polister
Verna Prebeg
Kim Prestidge
Pam Puddicombe
Terri Radovich
Linda Riendeau
Rebecca Saccoman
Danica Salisbury
Scott Shrimpton
Diane Skelly
Mary Swanson
Karen Teff
Cheri Troumbly
Renee Veit
Anita Williams
Renee Williams
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St. Andrew’s Rascals (ages 55+) will meet at 5:00 pm on Thur sday,
March 8th to hear about Harold and Diane Goetzman’s trip to Israel and
Palestine. Harold will focus on the Biblical sites in the Holy Lands. They
were there last Easter, so the program will be quite timely and special.
Please sign up by Sunday, March 4th on the kiosk, and make checks for $8
payable to Jean Gardner. Let’s make it a full house!

St. Andrew’s Preschool currently accepting registrations for the 20182019 school year in both classes. Registration forms are available on the
table in the Narthex. Complete the form and return with designated payment
to the church office or contact Kelly Olsen at 218-360-0293 for more
information.

Post-secondary students: It's that time of year to apply for one of several St.
Andrew's Scholarships. The application is available online on the church
website (click on the Health and Wellness link) or in the church office.
Applications are due April 1st (no foolin'!). Scholarships will be awarded in
late April and will be distributed in May.

Save the Date
EcoFaith Summit: Renewing Energy: People, Planet, and Promise
March 17, 2018 from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids
Following the successful Watershed Summit of 2017, the EcoFaith Network of the Northeastern Minnesota Synod will host
a one-day Summit exploring our role as individuals and congregations in promoting the use of renewable energy, it’s value
to the health of our planet, and the role renewable energy plays in keeping our promise to God to be stewards of creation. And, learn how congregations in the NE Synod are using renewable energy to meet their energy needs.
The keynote speaker is J. Drake Hamilton, Science Policy Director for Fresh Energy. She is an expert in climate and energy policy at the state and national levels. Her responsibilities include scientific analysis and policy development for clean
energy solutions to global warming that will maximize economic opportunities.
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Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 11, 2018. Remember to
turn your clocks ahead one hour before bedtime on Saturday evening. It’s
time once again to Spring forward!

Thank You Notes
The Women of St. Andrew’s,
Our lives are so BLESSED with you amazing
women! Thank you for the beautiful prayer shawl and
your continued prayers and love.
Jan & Leonn Greiner

Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to meet the 4th Tuesday of the month to
knit, crochet, pray and chat as they work on prayer shawls. If you are not able
to join us and as you work on your prayer shawls at home, think about and pray
for those who struggle with burdens that we might not even know about. The
group will next meet on Tuesday, March 27th at 10:00 am in the Fireside
Room. Knitters, crocheters and “wannabees” come join us. We have yarn
available through a Thrivent action team event, so if you need some to make a
prayer shawl, contact Gail Olijnek at 218-326-2431. Upcoming times are
March 27, April 24 and May 22.

Monday Night Bible Study Group continues the series titled “DECISIONS.” The study is Bible
based and meets on the second and fourth Monday of each month in the Fireside
Room. Each lesson stands alone. Please join us.
Decisions - Seeking God’s Guidance by Donald Baker
Do you sometimes wish that the Bible could make your decisions for you? Donald Baker is
familiar with this desire. He writes, "God has given me free will, and while I appreciate his
confidence in my ability to choose, there are times when I wish that he would make the
decisions for me." The Bible won't give you a direct answer to each choice you face, but the
Bible will teach you how to make decisions wisely, confidently and in harmony with God's will.
Upcoming topics: March 12—Good Advice
March 26—Keep on Praying
April 9—How Does God Speak
April 23—What if I Make the Wrong Decision
May 14—Worry-Free Decisions

The fourth Tuesday of each month, St. Andrew’s will be working at the
Community Café at its new location in the Kiesler Wellness
Center. We will be part of the Community Cafe’s mission to serve a
nutritious meal to low income families and people with disabilities while
providing all with a sense of social connection. Two volunteers are needed
4:00-6:00 pm to serve the meal and help with clean up. Please sign up on
the kiosk to volunteer Tuesday, March 27th.
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The "Men's Breakfast" is a group of men
who meet every Wednesday morning at 7:00 am
at the Forest Lake Restaurant. Each week, they
discuss the scripture for the next Sunday's worship
service. It's a nice way to start the day. All men
are welcome to attend.
The members of the PRAYER CHAIN
are ready to offer confidential help and
support through prayer. Please call Jean
Gardner at 999-9890 or Gail Olijnek at
326-2431 with prayer requests.

Deadline for April Newsletter

All news articles and information need to be in the
church office by March 20 to have it included in
the April newsletter. In an effort to reduce
spending, St. Andrew’s is now sending monthly
newsletters via email as a pdf attachment to all
those we have addresses for and will only be
mailed to those who do not have computer access
and are unable to get to church. Please make sure
we have your correct email address so we can be
sure you don’t miss important information by
calling the church office at 326-8508 or email the
church office at saintand@saintand.org. For those
without computer access, stop in the church office
for a printed copy.

St. Andrew’s Church
January 16, 2018
Council Meeting 6:00
Attendance - Steve Teff, Barry Olson, Kim Jamtgaard, Pastor David Anderson, Tia Halvorson, Renata Rogalla, Gretchen
Bachman, Cindy Busby, Carmen Jackson, Audrey Moen, Byron Snowden, Pastor Megan Crouch, Jim Martinetto
Absent - Kim Jamtgaard
Devotions - We began with a prayer by Steve Teff and the council sharing what “I am thankful for…” It was a wonderful
blessing filled way to begin the meeting.

Additions to the Agenda
The meeting where Kim presented the 2017 financial statement and the 2018 budget was discussed. The meeting went
well and many people were pleased with the hard work and open discussion.
Pastor Reports
Audrey, Tia and Steve’s terms on the church council are over. Steve is back on the ballot for a three-year-term. We also
have an open position for one year left vacant by Allison Ahcan. The people on the ballot for the upcoming church
council were discussed. We have 3 three-year openings and 1 one-year opening. Barry moved to make the position on
the ballot, once held by Allison, turn into a three-year term in the interest of continuity. The motion was seconded by
Cindy. All approved.
Pastor Megan discussed the youth activities. The high school and middle school youth have been very busy with a middle
school Christmas party, middle school bowling and a Confirmation lock-in. The high school youth is busy with
Wednesday night youth nights and selling pizzas to raise funds for the National Youth Gathering in Houston in July.
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Previous Minutes - Were tabled to the next meeting.
Treasurer’s Report
Hooray, Hooray! We ended in the black. We are going to present exactly what was presented last week to the Annual
Meeting next week. We decided to add the graph showing the giving for the past 5 years to the packet for the Annual
Meeting. Barry moved to accept the treasurer’s report, Renata seconded. All approved.
Old Business
Capital Appeal Update - Listening Phase/Visioning Process
- A group of about 7 people needs to be gathered to work with Kairos through the initial steering, listening phase of the
Capital Appeal. The group needs to set up dates for listening meetings and group meetings to discuss and correlate the
information gathered at these listening meetings.
- Pastor Dave is going to create a job description for the steering committee.

New Business
Year in Review - ending in the black!
-We don’t need to talk about where the money goes. Carmen says it stays in the bank as a cash balance.
Finalize Agenda for the Congregational Annual Meeting
- Steve will mention the Synod Assembly and see if anyone feels any desire to attend from the congregation.
- The binders for the new council members need to be put together.
Possible Retreat in February- Looking at a one day retreat for the council, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm on February 10th. The group will go through the
council binder and discuss possible committee structure, plus work on team building.
- The council will also plan a weekend retreat on April 20-21st at Wildwood Resort.
Upcoming Calendar Events
Annual meeting—January 21, 2018 at 10:15 a.m.
Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018—7:00 Worship
Regular Council Meeting February 20, 2018—6:00 p.m.
Lenten Soup Supper on Wednesdays—6:00 pm.
Lenten Worship on Wednesdays—7:00 pm February 21, February 28, March 7, March 14, March 21
Maundy Thursday, March 29, 2018—Seder Supper 6:00 pm
Good Friday, March 30, 2018 Worship—7:00 pm
Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018
Adjournment - Lord’s Prayer
Next Regular Meeting - Council meeting, February 20, 2018 at 6:00 pm
Devotions - TBD

JOB BOARD CREATED
The Site Care and Planning Team is in the process of putting together a Job Board, with all sorts of
projects individuals or groups can decide to complete. Index cards will describe each project, giving
instructions, and including a list of supplies. Many of the initial projects involve painting the walls of our
rooms – from large rooms like the Fellowship Hall, to smaller classrooms and offices. Representatives of the
Site Care and Planning Team have chosen a neutral “St. Andrew’s off-white” as the primary paint color. It is
on file at Burggraf’s Ace Hardware in Grand Rapids. It may (depending on wall and room) be enhanced
through texturing with sponges and a complimentary shade. Some of the larger rooms may be broken down by
wall. Please take a look at the job board, and please consider jumping in to beautify and care for our building.

13

We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you
to do the giving you want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card.
Giving online is easy and allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to
set up automatic recurring contributions. Simply visit the church website at
www.saintand.org and then click on the donate button. Or donate from your
smart phone. Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s QR code
reader. (Many free code readers are available at your app store). Contributions can
be designated to either the General Fund to support our many ministries, or to
the Sight and Sound Fund.
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Help keep St. Andrew’s Faith Chest
Ministry vital. We’re looking for hands
interested in assembling faith chests that are given
to children being baptized at St. Andrew’s. If
you’re able to help build faith chests, please feel
welcome to pick up the plans available in the
church office. Thank you for helping keep this
important ministry alive.

8:30a Preschool
4:30p Handbell rehearsal
5:30p Property Committee

8:30a Preschool
Church Office closed in
afternoon
6:00p Bible Study
“Decisions”
6:00p Cub Scouts

8:30a Preschool
10:00a Prayer Shawl
Ministry
4:00p Community Café
4:30p Handbell rehearsal

8:30a Preschool
Church Office closed in
afternoon
4:45p Loon Country Quilt
ers Board
6:00p Bible Study
“Decisions”
6:00p Cub Scouts

8:00a & 10:30a Worship
w/Holy Communion
9:20a SS Classes
9:20a “Racial Equity”
Forum

27

26

25
Palm Sunday

8:30a Preschool
10:00a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation
4:30p Handbell rehearsal
4:30p Loon Country Quilters
6:00p Church Council

8:30a Preschool
Church Office closed in
afternoon
6:00p Cub Scouts

8:00a & 10:30a Worship
w/Holy Communion
9:20a SS Classes
12:00p Team Building for
Natl Youth Gathering

20

19

18

8:00a & 10:30a Worship
w/Holy Communion
9:20a SS Classes
12:00p Middle School
Event

13

12

11
Daylight Saving
Time Begins

8:30a Preschool
10:00a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation
4:30p Handbell rehearsal

8:30a Preschool
Church Office closed in
afternoon
6:00p Children & Family
Ministry Team meets
6:00p Cub Scouts

Cardia Deo at Big Sandy
Camp
8:00a & 10:30a Worship
w/Holy Communion
9:20a SS Classes

6

5

4

7:00a Men's Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
5:30p Men's Choir
6:00p Youth Night
6:30p Mixed Choir

28

7:00a Men's Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
4:30p Handbell Choir
4:30p Youth Night
5:00p Men's Choir
5:45p Mixed Choir
6:00p Youth Night

21

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
3:30p WELCA Board meet
4:30p Handbell Choir
4:30p Youth Night
5:00p Men's Choir
5:45p Mixed Choir
6:00p Youth Night
6:00p Lenten Soup Supper

7:00a Men's Breakfast
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7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
5:00p Men's Choir
5:45p Mixed Choir
6:00p Youth Night
6:00p Lenten Soup Supper
7:00p Worship

7

6:00p Seder Supper
7:00p Al Anon

29
Maundy Thursday

8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

22

8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

15

8:30a Preschool
5:00p Rascals
7:00p Al Anon

Church Office closed all day
7:00p Worship

30
Good Friday

Church Office closed all day
8:30a Preschool

9:00a Set for Easter Breakfast

31

24

9:30a EcoFaith Summit at
St. Andrew’s
1:00p Nuts & Bolts Workshop-Zion Lutheran

23

17
Church Office closed all day
8:30a Preschool

10

3

16

Church Office closed all day
8:30a Preschool

9

Church Office closed all day
8:30a Preschool
11:00a Funeral for Darryl
Robertson

8:30a Preschool
5:45p Capital Appeal meeting
6:00p Youth Team meets

8

2

1

MARCH 2018
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
September-May Sunday School 9:20 am
Adult Forum 9:30 am
Worship 8:00 & 10:30 am
Memorial Day Labor Day
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Wednesday Worship 6:00 pm

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE God’s presence in our lives.
GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

