501 NW 16th Street, Grand Rapids, Minnesota 55744
(218) 326-8508
www.saintand.org

April 2018

FROM PASTOR DAVE
What a joy it is for me that St. Andrew’s has a preschool! I regularly visit just to say “hi,” or to read a
book or to get a group hug. Nothing lifts my spirits like a group hug from 13 three or four year olds!
This morning (March 27), I had the privilege of meeting with the 3-year-old class in the sanctuary. They
had all dressed up for Easter – for church and for their Easter “meal.” I got to share the story of Jesus’
last week of life in Jerusalem. Because it was worship, I wore my alb (robe) and stole and cross necklace.
I lit the candles and I talked about all of them. Because this was the younger of our classes, I read a very
simple story about the events of Holy Week. When we got to Easter, I took off my purple stole (Lent) and
put on my white stole (Easter). I quickly changed the paraments on the lectern and lit the Paschal Candle.
I encouraged them to watch for those changes this week either here at St. Andrew’s or at their own
church.
After the simple version of the story, I told the story of the events of Holy Week again, this time using
the book “Benjamin’s Box – A Resurrection Story.” It tells the story through the eyes of a fictional
young boy, “Benjamin,” who collects items from the week, which he places in his treasure box. Donkey
fur from Palm Sunday. A coin representing the bribe to betray Jesus. A piece of a broken cup left over
from the Passover meal. A twig from the Garden of Gethsemane. A strip of leather from the whip the
soldiers used. A thorn from the crown shoved on Jesus’ head. A nail used for crucifixions. Dice used to
gamble for Jesus’ clothing. A scrap of the burial cloth. And finally a stone which broke off from the
boulder when it rolled away from the empty tomb.
I had a box. And all the items. What a great “show and tell” story to engage the kids. When I got to
the part about the resurrection, one girl turned to Mrs. Olsen and said “This is so exciting!” The story
ended with Benjamin concluding that the real treasure was Jesus, and it was his job now to tell everyone
he knew the story about Jesus.
Two observations: First, I’m wondering if you have been captured by the exciting story of Jesus. I’m
wondering if in the events of Holy Week and Easter you might be surprised by joy and excitement as you
live as people of the resurrection. Like a three year old. Perhaps it is fitting that Easter is/was on April
Fools Day as it certainly came as a surprise, and experiencing it breaking into our everyday lives can
come as a surprise as well.
Secondly, I am wondering if, like Benjamin in the story, you too will tell everyone you know about
the greatest treasure ever – Jesus. Or something about how your faith in Jesus makes a difference in your
life. Or why being part of a family of faith like St. Andrew’s is important to you. The only way others
will come to know and experience the love of God in Jesus is if someone tells them, or shows them, or
invites them.
Part of what we are doing as a congregation with the guidance of Kairos and Associates, is learning
how members of the congregation engage, are excited by, and are encouraged by the ministries of the
congregation, to the point of further investing their lives in them. We want to discern, with your input,
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where it may be that God is calling us to go and what it may be that God is calling us to do. It may just have
something to do with telling people and showing people the love of Jesus – that great treasure.

If you have not yet completed the Missional Assessment Profile (MAP), please do so by April 8th. Email the
church office (saintand@saintand.org) so we can email you the link to the online survey. Or, if you do not have
access to a computer, there are paper copies available in the church lobby. You are also invited and encouraged to be
part of the “MAP Results” on Wednesday April 25th, at which our consultant from Kairos, Pastor Tim Johnson, will
be presenting and interpreting the “results” of the MAP. The next evening, Thursday, April 26th is another event you
may wish to be part of. It is a “Community Leader Gathering” with leaders from the Grand Rapids community. It
would mostly be a time to learn what they are doing to meet needs in the community, as well as sharing their
observations of unmet needs in our community, as a way of stirring our own thoughts about how we might engage
both. Finally, all members of the congregation are invited to sign up for a one-on-one (or couples) conversation
with Pastor Tim – another way to share your thoughts on our congregation.
In this Easter season, may we reflect on and share the greatest treasure of all – the crucified, but risen and living
Lord Jesus. And may we discern how and where our Lord is directing us.
Peace,
Pastor Dave

P ASTOR M EGAN ’ S M USINGS …
Happy April everyone! Christmas is great, but for many of us who are ready to be done with the long winter, this is
the most wonderful time of the year! Yes, spring is in the air and even as I type this newsletter, I hear the steady dripping
of ice melting and see the snow piles shrink. However, as happy as I am that Spring is in the air, there is a disturbing
trend that seems to happen each year right after April… church attendance (and Sunday school attendance) seriously
drops off.
Now there are lots of reasons that people have for this… Spring sports start up and that adds stress to families and
their schedules, you’ve been volunteering and pushing hard throughout Lent and you feel like you need to take a break
and step back, spring plays, banquets, concerts, and so much more are happening, and in an ironic twist… the weather
has gone from “too cold out to go to church” to “it’s too nice outside to sit in church all morning.” But the truth is that
for most of us, no matter how good our reason for missing church is, we still feel bad about it and know that something
in our lives is missing.
So, this month, I thought I would spend some time thinking about the reasons we miss church, and maybe help to
shed a little light on some of them.
I or someone in my family is sick.—OK folks, if you are coughing, sneezing, queasy, achy, and just feeling miserable
or if one of your kids or spouse is sick, I have two words for you - STAY HOME! Don’t feel guilty about missing
church (or work, school or anything else for that matter) because you or your family is sick. Seriously, listen to
your body, stay home and rest, sleep, drink lots of fluids and get better. You will do yourself (and others) a favor
if you get well and don’t share germs!
Sunday is the only day we have as a family.—I hear this one a lot, and it breaks my heart. Honestly, if Sunday morning is the only time of the week you get to spend quality time as a family, it’s time to sit down and talk about life.
The truth is a lot of us (kids, youth and adults) are so overscheduled that we don’t carve out time to spend with
our family, relax and rest. Those are good, important, holy things to do… but if you only have an hour or two a
week (because that’s really all the time Church is) to do those things, then it might be worth sitting down and
talking about making some changes that will allow you to have more of that time. Maybe it means only being part
of one or two sports teams or after school club at a time; maybe it means saying no to something; maybe it means
spending a bit less time watching T.V. or on Social Media. The simple truth is that people make time for the
things and people who are important to them… and gift of time is precious. Talk about how you are going to use
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it as a family and make time for each other. The other thing to think about with this one is that church can and
should be family time. Looking back at my young life, I realize that church was something that helped hold my
family together… because it made us stop our own lives and spend time together doing something that was important to all of us. It brought us together as a family and still does in many ways.
I’m overwhelmed and stressed out.—Personally, it’s the times when I feel most stressed out, over worked, and
overwhelmed that I know I need church and God the most. To settle me down, help me re-center and ground
me in what really matters. When I’m struggling to find balance in my life, I find that returning to God helps the
rest of it fall into place and make more sense. I’m not saying that life won’t still be hectic and stressful at times,
just that having a healthy relationship with God can help give you a new perspective on dealing with everything
else.
It’s been a long week, we are all stressed out, and we have hit the wall.—Ok, I get that. I even miss a Sunday now
and then, and I’m a pastor. If you and your family are really at the end of your rope, cut yourself some slack and
take a week off. Don’t feel guilty about it, but also don’t let it become a habit. Make a plan for how you are going to get back to church next week, and then stick to it, and enjoy your day off. We all need one from time to
time.
My kids don’t want to go to church.—This one is also one I hear a lot, for various reasons. There are a couple of
things to remember about kids and church. One is that they don’t want to eat veggies, take baths, go to school,
do homework, or go to bed either. You encourage them to do these things because they are good for them, and
if you believe that having a strong faith life is important, you need to encourage them to go to church. Please
note that I said encourage though… not force. Forcing kids isn’t always helpful but setting healthy boundaries
and expectations is. Here are a few things you can do to help make getting to church on Sunday morning a bit
easier with kids.
Make a plan Saturday Night. If church isn’t your normal family habit, try talking about it with kids on Saturday night. If you decide on Saturday night that your family is going to church, Sunday morning often goes
a lot smoother.
Make it a habit. Kids thrive on routine. Make church a part of your family rhythm. They may push back at
times (all kids and youth do) but it will also instill in them that faith is something important that is worth
taking the time for.
Talk about why you go to church. Don’t just say because I said so. Share with kids and teens how faith and a
relationship with God has played an important role in your life, talk about how church is a time when we
get to say thank you to God for all that we have in our lives, and talk about how important it is to be part
of a community of faith that cares about each other and supports each other. This will help kids see the
value in church and help them be able to talk about why they go to church with their own friends.
Be involved. Kid’s love to be involved with things, and we welcome that at St. Andrew’s. Usher together as
a family, volunteer teens and older kids to read, help in the kitchen, or help them to engage in worship
by challenging them to count how many times they hear a certain word, draw a picture about what they
see and hear in worship, or look for certain things around the sanctuary.
We all have our reasons for missing worship, but deep down we know excuses aren’t really the answer. They are
not what will help us feel better or live a happier live. What will make us feel better and more ready for the week ahead
isn’t sleeping in on Sunday morning… it’s going to worship the God who gives us all things, going to spend time with
people who care about us and support us in our faith, and it’s going to a place where we can once again ground ourselves
in the message that we are imperfect forgiven people loved and claimed by God and called to do His work. That is what
will truly renew us, and fill us with abundant life!
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Easter Sunday - April 1, 2018
6:30 am - Sunrise Worship Service with Holy Communion
7:00-10:00 am - Easter Breakfast
8:30 am & 10:30 am - Easter Worship Services with
special music and Holy Communion

JOIN US FOR EASTER BREAKFAST - Let the youth do the
cooking Easter Sunday! St. Andrew's youth and their families will be serving
St. Andrew’s traditional Easter breakfast again this year. You are encouraged
to bring family and friends for breakfast Sunday, April 1, served from 7:0010:00 am, in the Education Wing. The menu boasts hot from the oven
variations of eggbake, muffins, fresh fruit, juice and coffee. A free-will
offering will be collected. We hope you make this meal part of your Easter
day festivities. What better way to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord than
with worship and a meal shared with family and friends? Thank you for
supporting St. Andrew's youth.

From the Church Office…

The April newsletter is also available online on our website at
www.saintand.org. In an effort to reduce spending, St. Andrew’s is no
mailing newsletters. It is being emailed as a pdf attachment to all those
we have addresses for and will only be mailed to those who do not have
computer access. Please make sure we have your correct email
address.
Please call the church office at 326-8508 or email
saintand@saintand.org. For those without computer access, stop in the
church office for a printed copy.

It's that time of year again... time to get excited about Vacation Bible School!!!!!! This
year, we are thrilled to offer a new camping themed program that will take place
Sunday, June 10th-Thursday, June 14th from 4:30-7:30pm. VBS will have a light
meal and offer crafts, games, Bible story, service opportunities, and more! It is open to
potty trained kids age 3 through 4th grade. Adults and Youth grades 5th-12th are
encouraged to sign up as volunteers for this fun program. We are collecting empty
oatmeal containers for a decorating project for this year's VBS and we will once again be
collecting items to create personal hygiene kits for Lutheran World Relief, so start
grabbing bath towels, nail clippers, soap and toothbrushes when they go on sale. Be on
the lookout for online VBS registration to open in mid-April. Please contact Pastor
Megan Crouch if you have any questions. See you at VBS!!
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Pie & Service Auction
Sunday - April 29, 2018
following the 10:30 am worship service
(Light meal will be served—freewill offering)
The success of our auction depends, as always, on the creativity and
generosity of all who contribute pies, products and services to be
auctioned. Watch for Bidding sheets in the Fellowship Hall to list
your items to be auctioned and to begin the bidding. A variety of pies
and services will spark a lively auction, so think about what you do
best and put it on the auction block. Think about what you can
donate and keep your eyes peeled for items you would like to bid on!
Please plan to join us for a fun event and bring your friends!

Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry… In God’s Great Northwoods!
Summer is coming and we want to see you at Camp Hiawatha and Camp
Vermilion! VLM ministry grows and continues each year. Sign up now
and get the best deal on your week at camp. Invite a friend and register
today for the best part of your summer vacation—a week of learning,
meeting new friends, swimming, playing, singing around the campfire, and
praising God. Early Bird Deadline: register by April 10th for extra
discounts. Information on how to register, camp fees, and program details
can be found on the website www.VLMcamps.org or call 800-331-5148.
St. Andrew’s WELCA provides camperships of $75 for full-week, $25 for mini camp and $10 for
half-pint camp (1 choice per student) for St. Andrew’s members attending either Camp Hiawatha
or Camp Vermilion.
The "Men's Breakfast" is a group of men who
meet every Wednesday morning at 7:00 am at the
Forest Lake Restaurant. Each week, they discuss
the scripture for the next Sunday's worship service.
It's a nice way to start the day. All men are
welcome to attend.
members of the PRAYER
CHAIN are ready to offer their
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confidential help and support through
prayer. Please call Jean Gardner 9999890 or Gail Olijnek at 326-2431 with
your prayer requests.

Deadline for May Newsletter
All news articles and information need to be in the
church office by April 20 to have it included in the
May newsletter. In an effort to reduce spending,
St. Andrew’s is emailing monthly newsletters as a
pdf attachment to all those we have addresses for
and will only be mailed to those who do not have
computer access. Please make sure we have your
correct email address; we don’t want you to miss
important information. Please call the church
office at 326-8508 or email saintand@saintand.org.
For those without computer access, stop in the
church office for a printed copy. The newsletter is
also available on our website at www.saintand.org.

NEW MEMBER CLASS COMING IN APRIL
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The next two-session New Member Class is Thursday, April 19th (6:30-8:00 PM) and April
26th (6:00-8:00 pm). Usually offered once in the Spring and once in the Fall, the New
Member Class is a time to learn about the history, present and future of St. Andrew’s.
Ministries and programs of the congregation are introduced and explained. We cover the
basics of Christianity from a distinctly Lutheran perspective and how that is lived out in and
through St. Andrew’s. The Marks of Discipleship (prayer, worship, Bible reading, service,
relationships and giving) provide the basic shape to this class. It’s a time to ask questions,
hear preliminary answers, meet staff and other course participants. All people interested in joining St. Andrew’s should
be part of a New Member Class. Please indicate your intent to be part of the New Member Class by contacting the
church office at (218) 326-8508.

The fourth Tuesday of each month, St. Andrew’s will be working at the
Community Café at its new location in the Kiesler Wellness Center. We
will be part of the Community Cafe’s mission to serve a nutritious meal to low
income families and people with disabilities while providing all with a sense of
social connection. Two volunteers are needed 4:00-6:00 pm to serve the meal
and help with clean up. Please sign up on the kiosk to volunteer Tuesday, April
March 24th.

Post-secondary students: It's time to apply for one of several St.
Andrew's Scholarships. The application is available online on the
church website (click on the Health and Wellness link). Applications are
due Sunday, April 1st (no foolin'!). Scholarships will be awarded in late
April and will be distributed in May. www.saintand.org

Rascals will not meet in April, but we'll be in for a treat on Thursday, May
10th when Marn Flicker will tell us about his recent trip to Vietnam. Marn
was there 50 years ago as a soldier, so his trip was very meaningful to him
and will be very interesting and informative to us. The program starts at
5:00 pm with a wonderful home cooked meal by Deb and Shelly to follow.
The cost is $8.00. Please sign up on the kiosk by Sunday, May 6th and make
checks payable to Jean Gardner. We hope you can make it.

St. Andrew's Preschool

St. Andrew's Preschool is currently accepting registrations for enrollment for the 2018
2019 school year. There are openings for both groups - 3 year olds meet on Tuesday
Thursday and the 4-5 year olds meet on Monday, Wednesday & Friday. Class is held
from 8:30 to 11:30 am. Please contact Kelly Olsen at 218-360-0293 for more
information and to register.
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Thank You Notes
Dear St. Andrew’s,
During a time like this, we realize how much our
friends mean to us. Your kind expression of sympathy
will always be appreciated.
The family of Daryll Robertson
Dear Kitchen Women of St. Andrew’s,
Thank you so much for the lovely meal you
prepared for our family and friends in memory of our
dad’s passing. Your thoughtfulness won’t ever be
forgotten.
The family of Daryll Robertson
St. Andrew’s,
On behalf of the staff, board of directors and, most
importantly, the guest of Grace House of Itasca County,
we thank you once again for your generous support of
this organization in 2017.
Contributions from
individuals, business partners, churches, foundation and
other funding partners are extremely important for us to
full our mission of “providing safe, temporary shelter to
individuals and families who are experiencing
homelessness and connecting them to community
resources.”
Sincerely,
Ronald Oleheiser, Executive Director

Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for helping fill empty shelves
with your continued support to the Second Harvest Food
Shelf and Food Bank! Because of your generosity we are
able to help the one out of eight households in our
community who would otherwise not have food on their
table. Thanks to your support, we can keep our doors
open and our selves full. On behalf of the many
individuals, families, children and seniors that we keep
from going hungry every day, THANK YOU!
Susan Estee, Executive Director
CONGRATULATIONS!
Thrivent Choice® participants have thousands of
options … but they chose you. Based on their
recommendations, St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
received $688 in 2017. The Thrivent Choice program
helps Thrivent members make a positive impact in their
communities. To learn more about this program, contact
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans at www.Thrivent.com/
thriventchoice.

Special Gifts

$20 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Alyce Thureen by Nancy Raymond
$20 to Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Alyce Thureen by Myrna Peterson
$20 to Youth Fund in memory of Coral Plude by Jim & Gail Olijnek
$20 to Good Samaritan Fund in memory of Carroll Thureen by Harry & Jean Gardner
$40 to Good Samaritan Fund in memory of Carroll & Alyce Thureen by Jim & Gail Olijnek

ST. ANDREW’S SEEKS PRESCHOOL TEACHER
St. Andrew’s Preschool is looking for a Lead Teacher for the 4-year-old class
beginning September 2018. This is a Monday-Wednesday- Friday 8:00 am –
noon position, plus 2 hours prep time for each of those days. Kelly Olsen, long
-time teacher of the 4-year-old class will become the Assistant Teacher for both
the 4-year-old class as well as the 3-year-old class. If you are interested in
more information, please talk with Sarah Litchke, Chairperson of the Preschool
Advisory Board (218-259-3043) or Pastor Dave (218-838-8202).
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Linking Women Together
Women's Group News
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Diane Mangseth, Chairperson
Diane Hannah, Chairperson

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength." Mark 12:30

Monthly Spiritual Opportunities for all Women
of St. Andrew’s:


Quilting Group meets every Wednesday at 9:30 am
in the Fireside Room. No experience necessary.



Women’s Coffee and Conversation Group will
meet Tuesday, March 20th from 9:30-11:00 am in
the Fellowship Hall. This is an opportunity for
fellowship and to deepen our faith through Bible
study. We enjoy discussing the Bible readings for
the next Sunday, visiting and sharing some
goodies. All women are welcome to join us. The
April meetings are April 3 and April 17.



Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to meet the 4th
Tuesday of the month to knit, crochet, pray and
chat as they work on prayer shawls. The group will
meet Tuesday, April 24 and May 22 from 10:0011:30 am in the Fireside Room. Hope to see you
there!

WELCA Spring Banquet on Thursday, May
3rd. Registration and Social Time 5:30 pm; Dinner
served at 6:00 pm. Music provided by Jim Mason.
Theme is “Rejuvenate You: Mind, Body & Soul”
presented by Robyn Gunnerson, Life & Health Coach.
Tickets: $10.00 adult; $5.00 age 12 and under.
Tickets will be on sale between and after worship
services on Sundays - April 15, April 22 and April 29.
Reservations required by Sunday, April 29. All women
and girls invited.

Sunday Coffee Hour
Each monthly newsletter contains a list of the month’s
serving group. If your name is on the monthly list,
please contact your leaders and let them know when
you can serve coffee and/or donate baked goods and
snacks for Sunday mornings.
April leader is Eileen Grosland.
Members of the April committee are:
Sheri Affeldt
Helen Ahlbrecht
Pamela Akerman
Alan Anderberg
Sandra Benzie
Jeff Britten
Sherry Colter
Heather DeVries
Lissa Gelden
Mary Grenzebach
Sally Hagman
Amber Jackson
Carmen Jackson
Dawn Jenkins
Betty Johnson
Emily Johnson
Pamela Johnson
Gail Jones
Ron Keske
Addie Kuznia
Alona LaMont
Lynn Mallum
Rene’ Mann
Laurie Meyer
Amanda Miller
Audrey Moen
Delaine Olson
Ashley Peasley
Norma Perry Reigel
Andrea Peura
Sue Poncelet
Nancy Raymond
Nancy Reid
Judy Rimmer
Nancy Rollins
Michelle Runge
Sandy Schildt
Kaitlin Sertich
Victoria Stene
Connie Timm
Melissa Ugrich
Cindy Walberg
Charlotte Wanstrom
Rebecca Winjum
Faith Wopata
Susan Zelenak
God Bless you for doing God’s Service.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
WELCA Living Waters Conference Spring Gathering
April 12 at Nashwauk Lutheran Church.
Summer Convention/Gathering June 4-6 at Sugar
Lake Lodge, Grand Rapids.
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
February 20, 2018
Council Meeting Minutes
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m.
IN ATTENDANCE: Renata Rogalla, Carmen Jackson, Marj Lavalier, John Saccoman, Barry Olson, Pastor Megan Crouch, Pastor David
Anderson, Kim Jamtgaard, Steve Teff, Jim Martinetto, Byron Snowden, Cindy Busby
ABSENT: Gretchen Bachman, Alan Anderberg
DEVOTIONS: Shared by Barry Olson
AGENDA ADDITIONS/CHANGES: Not necessarily an addition but Byron Snowden made a request that council members names and the
expiration date of each members council term be included in tonight’s meeting minutes. And, as an FYI, Jim Martinetto reported that this is
his last year as a council member and, therefore, he cannot act as treasurer. He did, however, offer to act as substitute treasurer, after his
term ends. Jim also recommended that anyone who takes the position of treasurer be encouraged to stay in the position for at least 2 years to
get a more thorough understanding of the job. Also, Barry Olson recommended the council send “thank you” cards to the outgoing council
members who, this year were Audrey Moen and Tia Halvorson. Steve Teff offered to take care of this.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: First order of business was election of officers for 2018. President – Steve Teff; Vice President – Barry Olson;
Treasurer – Jim Martinetto; Secretary – Cindy Busby
PASTOR DAVID’S REPORT: All council members were provided with a paper copy of Pastor David’s report. Pastor David reported on
staffing for the preschool. We are in need of a Director for the preschool. This position receives a small stipend. Pastor David will meet with
the preschool advisory board and will bring to the next council meeting the job description for Preschool Director, work hours anticipated and
qualifications that are needed to fill this position.
The custodians will be retiring later this year, possibly fall. $7800.00 has been budgeted (line item 5205) for this position. Pastor David
will find out the approximate number of hours the custodians work for further discussion at the council’s next meeting. Other report items
were highlighted.
In regard to the leadership team for Kairos discovery phase, a motion was made by Kim Jamtgaard, seconded by Renata Rogalla, for
the following people to comprise this team: Steve Teff, Audrey Moen, Allison Ahcan, Linda and Les Flom, Peter Lavalier, Myrna Peterson,
Carmen Jackson, Cindy Busby and Pastor David. Motion carried. The first meeting with Tim Johnson, of Kairos is scheduled for
Thursday, March 1 at 5:45 p.m. Location for this meeting TBA.
PASTOR MEGAN’S REPORT: A paper copy of Pastor Megan’s report was made available to all council members. A few items were
highlighted, specifically the success of the pizza sales with 400 pizzas being made by the youth. Pastor Megan provided all with a list of some
of the upcoming activities/projects for which Thrivent Grant funds could be applied for. Pastor Megan asked us to review her list and add any
other church activities/projects she may have missed. If someone wants to take on the task of updating this list and, in turn, finding church
Thrivent members who could make application for funding, please talk to Pastor Megan.
SECRETARY’S MEETING MINUTES: The meeting minutes for December 05, 2017, December 21, 2017, January 02, 2018 and January
16, 2018 were reviewed by the council. There being no changes required, a motion was made by Barry Olson, seconded by Kim Jamtgaard to
accept the four meeting minutes as written. Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT: All reports were reviewed. The comparative YTD income graph shows January 2017 income was $25,522.00
and January 2018 income was $26,588.00. Dedicated cash is $66, l06.00. Peterson Accounting added a line item 6001 for “e-giving fees.”
Previously, these fees were combined with the general “bank fees.” The addition of this line item 6001 will give us a more accurate accounting
of fees.

Actual income for January 2018 was $26,749.00 and expenses for the same period were $28,049.00. I motion was made by 10
Renata
Rogalla, seconded by Marj Lavalier to accept the treasurer’s report as submitted. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS: Capital appeal update has been provided in Pastor David’s report. To summarize: the front door project is done and the
security doors for the preschool were installed today, February 20. Next potential projects will be flat roof repair/replacement, floor
covering replacement and staining the outside of the church.
NEW BUSINESS:
Synod Assembly information was distributed to council members. Both Barry Olson and Steve Teff spoke of the positive experience they
had when they attended. The theme for this year’s Synod Assembly is “Living in God’s Kingdom Changes Everything.” It will take place at
Cragun’s Resort Friday, May 4, 2018 through Sunday, May 6, 2018. Early bird registration must be made on or before March 1. St.
Andrew’s pays the registration fee but the attendee’s must pay for lodging and meals. Cindy Busby and John Saccoman are giving this
consideration. Steve Teff will contact Alan Anderberg, Jim Martinetto and Byron Snowden to see if any of these council members are
interested in attending the Synod Assembly.
Council retreat is scheduled for April 20 – April 21 at Wildwood Resort on Bass Lake in Cohasset. We will gather at 5:30 p.m. on Friday.
This retreat usually wraps up around 3:00 on Saturday. We are all encouraged to spend the night at the resort on Friday night. It gives us an
opportunity to get to know one another better. We will have Friday dinner and Saturday breakfast and lunch.
Arrangements will be made for council members to provide food stuffs for these two days. Some issues we will discuss will be committee
assignments, Kairos, an intentional Bible study as well as providing an overview of the worship service volunteers, i.e., ushers, communion
assistants, greeters and lectors duties so we are more comfortable signing up to assist in these areas.
Ecofaith Summit will take place at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids on Saturday, March 17 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
This summit will explore our role in promoting the use of renewable energy.
‘Nuts and Bolts and a few Loose Screws’ (tools for your congregational toolbox) is a one day workshop for rostered and lay leaders to
address issues relating to the church’s mission objectives and how God might lead us in redirecting our energies for the future of our
congregations. This workshop will be held at Zion Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids on Saturday, May 17 from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.
Registration is at 12:30 p.m. *** Note that the Ecofaith Summit and the Nuts and Bolts… workshop are on the same day. A suggestion was made to
possibly attend the morning session of the Ecofaith Summit and attend the Nuts and Bolts… workshop at 1:00 p.m. so one may benefit from both opportunities.
A reminder to come enjoy the Lenten soup suppers and the worship services. St. Andrew’s will be having Seder Supper this year. This
event will be on March 29 and will take many hands to organize. Please consider helping.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.

KAIROS LISTENING AND DISCOVERY PROCESS
This process to help us learn more about what engages and excites people of this family of faith about our ministry
together and where it may be that God is leading us has many components. Your participation is not only welcomed,
but encouraged (and appreciated!).
Congregational Survey – The Missional Assessment Profile (MAP) is live thr ough Apr il 8th. If you need the
link to the online survey emailed to you, please contact the church office (saintand@saintand.org or 326-8508).
There are paper copies on the usher’s table in the church lobby for those who do not have computer access.
MAP Results – Wednesday, April 25th at 6:30 PM. This is when our consultant fr om KAIROS, Pastor Tim
Johnson, will be reporting back and offering an interpretation of the Missional Assessment Profile. It will
prove to be interesting as we consider some deeper facets of what makes us unique in our calling as a
congregation. All friends and family of St. Andrew’s welcome!
Community Leader Gathering – Thursday, April 26th at 6:30 PM. We have the oppor tunity to listen to
leaders from the Grand Rapids area as they share their experiences and perspectives on what they see to be
opportunities to serve and improve the quality of life for all in our community. Of particular interest is what
they see to be unmet needs in our area and how St. Andrew’s might be able to make a difference. All friends
and family of St. Andrew’s welcome!
One-on-one Conversations – with Pastor Tim Johnson. This is an opportunity to share your perspectives on our
congregation’s ministries, your engagement in them, and your thoughts about future possibilities. Over the
course of three and a half days – April 25-28 – Pastor Tim hopes to have 30 minute conversations with a crosssection of people at St. Andrew’s to get a better sense of where the interests, hopes, willingness and excitement
are for helping us as a congregation step forward in faith and vitality. Beginning April 8th, Myrna Peterson
will be taking reservations for these conversations.

Thank you for making this process meaningful!
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We are pleased to announce we have additional and convenient ways for you to do
the giving you want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card. Giving
online is easy and allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to set up
automatic recurring contributions.
Simply visit the church website at
www.saintand.org and click on the DONATE button. Or, donate from your smart
phone. Simply scan this image using your phone’s QR code reader. (Many free
code readers are available at your app store.) You can also contact the church office to set up Simply Giving, another convenient way to donate regularly using
your checking or savings account.

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
5:30p Men’s Choir
6:00p Youth Group gr. 10-12
6:30p Mixed Choir
6:30p FINK Night

9

8:30a Preschool
Church Office closes at noon
6:00p “Decisions” Bible
Study
6:00p Cub Scouts

16

8:30a Preschool
Church Office closes at noon
12:30p Preschool Conference
6:00p Cub Scouts

23

8:30a Preschool
Church Office closes at noon
4:45p Loon Country Quilters
Board
6:00p “Decisions” Bible
Study
6:00p Cub Scouts

30

8:30a Preschool
Church Office closes at noon
6:00p Cub Scouts

8

8:00 & 10:30a Worship
with Holy Communion
9:20a Sunday School classes

15

8:00 & 10:30a Worship
with Holy Communion
9:20a Sunday School classes

22

8:00 & 10:30a Worship
with Holy Communion
9:20a Sunday School classes

29

8:00 & 10:30a Worship
with Holy Communion
9:20a Sunday School classes
12:00p Pie & Service Auction
12:00p Natl Youth Gathering
Bus meeting in Walker MN

8:30a Preschool
10:00a Prayer Shawl
Ministry
1:00p Keisler House with
Pastor Megan
4:00p Community Café
4:30p Bell Choir rehearsal

24

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group
12:30p Preschool Conference
4:30p Bell Choir rehearsal
4:30p Loon Country Quilters
6:00p Church Council

17

8:30a Preschool
4:30p Bell Choir rehearsal
5:30p Property Team meets
6:00p VBS Planning meeting

10

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
Kairos One-on-One
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
5:30p Men’s Choir
6:00p Youth Group gr. 10-12
Kairos Leadership Summit
6:30p Mixed Choir

25

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
5:30p Men’s Choir
6:00p Youth Group gr. 10-12
6:30p Mixed Choir
6:30p FINK Night

18

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
5:30p Men’s Choir
6:00p Youth Group gr. 10-12
6:30p Mixed Choir

11

4

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group
4:00p Pipeline #3 meeting
4:30p Bell Choir rehearsal

Church Office closed all day

Wed

2 EASTER MONDAY 3

EASTER SUNDAY

1

Tue

6:30a Sunrise Worship
7-10a Breakfast served
8:30 & 10:30a Worship
with Holy Communion
& Special Music

Mon

Sun

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool
Kairos One-on-One

27

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool
Council Retreat at
Wildwood Resort
5:00p Team Building
Service Trip Lock-In

20

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool

13

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool

6

Fri

28

Council Retreat at
Wildwood Resort

21

14

7

Sat

For most complete and up-to-date calendar, please visit
our website www.saintand.org.

8:30a Preschool
Kairos One-on-One
6:30p New Members Dinner
& Class
Kairos Community Panel
Discussion
7:00p Al Anon

26

8:30a Preschool
8:30a Life Line Screening
6:30p New Members Class
7:00p Al Anon

19

8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

12

8:30a Preschool
9:00a Loon Country Quilters
Library staff meet
6:00p Youth Team
7:00p Al Anon

5

Thu

APRIL 2018
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
September Sunday School 9:20 am
May
Worship 8:00 & 10:30 am
Memorial Day - Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Labor Day
Wednesday Worship 6:00 pm

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE God’s presence in our lives.
GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

