1

501 NW 16th Street, Grand Rapids, Minnesota 55744
(218) 326-8508
www.saintand.org

August 2018

FROM PASTOR DAVE
We are in a series of six readings from the Letter to the Ephesians in worship during these middle to late weeks of
summer. It is a letter that is divided neatly into two halves. The first three chapters are about those things God has done.
Adopted us. Included us. Given us an inheritance. God has broken down any and all walls that would exclude some
from God’s love and from the body of Christ, the church. As followers of Jesus it is then our task to not only guard
against building walls of any kind, but to work to break down walls that divide and exclude. Walls that divide based on
skin color, country of origin, whom loves whom, economic and social status.
The second part of the letter, chapters 4-6, turn to practical implications of having been loved unconditionally by
God, and having been included in the love of Jesus. We are to live lives of love. We are to interact with family and
community members in love. We are to submit to one another.
The first half of the letter ends in a prayer for the readers of the letter - the Ephesians and you and me today, that
they/we may comprehend what is the breadth and length and height and depth of God’s love and for all people.

For me, personally, the time that I comprehended this love and experienced this love in an awesome way, was when I
took part in a three day retreat for Christian renewal called Via de Cristo. It is the Lutheran expression of a wider global
and ecumenical movement called Cursillo. My weekend was at Faith Lutheran in West Fargo in 2002. I got to the
church, a bit skeptical about being there for three days, with a bunch of guys I didn’t know. But I left “filled with the
fullness of God” having been reminded of and having experienced the abundant love of God. The core of a Via de Cristo
weekend is 14 talks – only 5 of which are given by pastors – about different aspects of Christianity and the Christian life,
followed by conversations about what we heard around our round tables. There’s lots of singing and laughter, worship
and communion, and reflecting on the meaning of grace. It ends on a Sunday evening with the participants having the
opportunity to share with the group what they experienced during the 72 hours, and how they intend to incorporate that
experience into the whole of their lives. I can tell you, that even as a pastor, I shared that my experience was of
becoming overwhelmingly away of God’s love and acceptance of me in a way that I had not until that time. Despite my
shortcomings as a pastor, as a husband and as a dad. And which I needed to be reminded of and experience because of
those same shortcomings. If you want to know more about Via de Cristo, talk with me. There’s one coming up in
October, here in Grand Rapids so it’d be pretty convenient to be part of it. It’s about God’s grace and love. For you!
There is more information about Via de Cristo elsewhere in this newsletter. I encourage you to consider taking part
in this weekend retreat. One powerful part of it is that if you are part of Via de Cristo, you have a “sponsor” who has the
primary responsibility of holding you in prayer all weekend, and also for the time leading up to the retreat as well. A
sponsor can encourage you and be someone you can turn to with any questions.
Remember, no matter where you are on your journey of life and faith, all are welcome to Via de Cristo, and all are
welcome at St. Andrew’s, like all are welcomed into the body of Christ, the family of God, the embrace of Jesus. That’s
what the first half of Ephesians tells us.
Peace,
Pastor Dave
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Beginning in September, the St. Andrew’s family will be embarking on an exciting journey through the Bible, using The Story as
our guide! The Story is a condensed, chronological sojourn through the Bible arranged in 31 chapters, using the text of the NIV
Bible. We will journey from Genesis (the first book of the Bible) through Revelation (the last book of the Bible). There are
three main components of The Story
READ

STUDY
WORSHIP

Each week, in preparation for worship, we are to read a chapter of The Story. Books will be available to purchase
(only about $5.00 for a hardcover copy!) in mid to late August.
Commit to being part of a weekly small group study. In addition to the adult studies, there is material for use in
Children’s Sunday School and also for Youth.
The focus of worship and the message will be the part of The Story we’ve been reading and studying.

A key component to The Story is people gathering weekly for a time of small group study. The first step in making this happen is
for people to step forward and offer to be a “Host” for a particular group. A ‘Host” is just that – not a teacher, or even a leader,
but someone who welcomes others into their home, or at the church. Each host decides what day their particular group is going
to meet, and at what time and where. The host can invite particular people to be part of their group. We will also post all the
groups, hosts, times and places, so that people may sign up to be part of a group. Please consider being a host for The Story
study. Talk to Pastor Dave to indicate your interest, or to learn more.

CAPITAL APPEAL – FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS
Thirty-three years ago, a group of people decided that the time was right to start a new
congregation, and stepped forth in faith to make that happen. This past May 20 th, at a meeting
of the congregation, the people of St. Andrew’s decided that it is time for us to step forward in
faith and conduct a Capital Appeal. And why? - So that this congregation can continue to be a
strong welcoming presence for all people, no matter where they are on their journey of life
and faith.
The theme is “For Such a Time As This,” echoing the question from the book of Esther, For
“who knows? - Perhaps you [are here] for such a time as this.” Esther 4:14. You and I are here
at this time in the history of St. Andrew’s to make a difference. Our facility is our mission
center and needs much needed maintenance in order to remain welcoming. Eliminating our
debt will allow us to do that much more ministry. Be open to the Spirit moving in this place
and in you, as we all are to give our best and to make a difference
So much has been happening in preparation for the Appeal “kick off” on Sunday, September 30 th. There are several teams working
on different aspects of the appeal.
Communications – This team has been busy – and productive! Edward and Jennifer Eck, members of the team, have designed
a logo (see above) building upon St. Andrew’s nautical theme. It includes our stained glass window from our entrance, in the
middle of a “ship’s wheel.” However, rather than the normal 9 handles on a ship’s wheel, our logo has 12, which is a subtle way
of making it look like the face of a clock, and connecting it to our theme of “For such a Time as This.” Other members of the team
have been designing and writing content for an appeal brochure and postcard invitations to a variety of events coming up (see
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Event’s Team update). Others are working on a Q & A document which will be used at a congregation forum/brunch on Sunday,
August 26th. You’ll be seeing banners and posters created by this team as well.
Events – This team (Linda Flom, Marj lavalier, Mary Ann Miels, Lorraine Fuhrman) is responsible for planning and hosting the
special events surrounding our appeal. They are the group that enjoys throwing a party, and taking care of those details.
Some of the main events are:
Q & A brunch – Sunday, August 26th following worship. Stay for this meeting when we again talk about the whole process
and have the chance to ask questions and hear answers. And as we do so, enjoy the simple brunch that this team is
planning.
Leadership Gathering – Friday, September 28th – This is a Thank You event for anyone and everyone who has been working
on the various appeal teams and preparations. It’s a time to celebrate the work done as well as to celebrate that we’ve
made it to our kick-off weekend. It will happen at the church.
Advanced Giving event – Saturday, September 29th. This is an intentional gathering of people who may have an interest in
making their generous and best gift early. It will be an inspirational event during which the vision of the appeal will be
shared, a meal enjoyed, people speaking about why they are excited about St. Andrew’s and our future and why they are
supporting this appeal. Our consultant will speak about Leading in Generosity, and response materials will be handed out.
Appeal Kick-off - Sunday, September 30th - This is the day that everything kicks off! Posters and banners will be displayed.
We’ll have a special kick-off litany and prayers in worship. Someone will be sharing a Discipleship Offering, talking about
what St. Andrew’s means to them and the importance of the appeal. The sermon will lift up what God is calling us to be,
as we connect God building the nation of Israel through Abraham and Sarah and their descendants, with God building
God’s church here and now at St. Andrew’s. A kick-off brunch may be served after worship.
Celebration Sunday will be October 21st. - So much will have already been happening! We will be able to announce how
much has already been given and/or pledged from the Advanced Giving group. We will each receive our response
package, which will include information about the appeal again, and material to help us prepare to respond, including a
pledge card for both the appeal as well as 2019 ministry support. After worship there will be a celebration brunch, as we
celebrate all that God is doing, how God is calling us into a renewed covenantal relationship, and how we are indeed here
at St. Andrew’s “For Such a Time as This.”
Spiritual Life and Worship - Though we of course hope to raise funds sufficient for our identified project, this appeal is so
much more! It is about advancing the mission and ministry of St. Andrew’s. It is about growth and depth of faith. It is about
generating excitement, enthusiasm (en= in, theos = God), passion and commitment. It is about discipleship. And that is what the
Spiritual Life and Worship teams are all about. To that end, these teams are compiling a booklet of devotions for the week prior
to and the three weeks of our campaign. Their hope is to have a resource that inspires people to consider how God stirs our lives
to a deeper love and a brighter faith. The inspiration will come through ordinary people like each one of us, simply telling our
stories. The insights and thoughts from a broad sample of St. Andrew's members will make this a rich resource. All members are
invited to participate by volunteering to write a brief devotional. Please consider this. For additional information and guidelines,
see the St. Andrew's website (www.saintand.org).

Pastor Dave shared recently in a sermon (and also in this newsletter) about his experience of God’s grace when he took part in a
Via de Cristo weekend back in 2002. If you have not attended a Via de Cristo weekend, you have an opportunity in
October. Via de Cristo is a three-day weekend designed to strengthen and renew the faith of Christians and bring them to a new
awareness of living in God's grace. It begins on a Thursday evening and ends on Sunday afternoon and is open to married people
and single men and women. The participants live, study, worship and commune together daily. Through 14 progressive talks,
Via de Cristo gives attendees a living understanding of basic Christian truths. There is music and singing, food and fellowship, a
time for laughter and a time for prayer. The weekends will be held at Zion Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids. The men's
weekend is October 4-7 and the women's is October 11-14. If you are interested in attending or would like more information,
contact Myrna Peterson at myrnakay67@gmail.com or phone 218-301-6028.

LOOKING AHEAD – MARK YOUR CALENDARS
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Rally Day Sunday, September 9. Though the plans are still being made, this is the “kick-off” for our program
year. It will be a day of worship and celebration at the church (worship outdoors weather permitting, a
carnival and cook-out) and service in the community, as we take part in GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS.
We are anticipating doing the service work in collaboration with our sister congregation – Zion Lutheran.
What a great way to lift up a Lutheran witness in our community!
Sunday School Teachers – As is always the case at this time of the year, we are putting together a team of people who love
God and like kids who will serve as teachers/leaders for our Sunday school classes. While we are hopeful to have a
Coordinator of Children, Youth and Family Ministries on board by Rally Day, we cannot wait until then to begin looking for
team members. If you have served as a teacher, or if you may be interested in doing so, please contact Pastor Dave, or a
member of the Children and Family Team (Dawn Jenkins 245-1004, Heather DeVries 256-0892, Betsy Trevena 999-7531,
Myrna Peterson 301-6028, Becky Saccoman 301-0014). This year, we will be using the children’s curriculum of The Story,
which means we will be focusing on the same portions of scripture as we will be in worship and in adult studies as well.
FINK - There will be an orientation for all incoming 7th grade students and their parents on Sunday, August 26th at 6:30 PM.
I t will be a time to learn about the FINK program and our hopes and expectations. Ideally prior to that time, we will have
identified an adult to serve as Small Group Guide for the group of girls, and another for the group of boys. Most often this is
a parent of one of the group members. For some, this is perhaps a bit awkward in the beginning, but as it turns out, this
parent is blessed with the experience of sharing with their child and their child’s peers on a most meaningful level, as we
learn and live what it means to be a follower of Jesus together. Parents – please consider this opportunity, and talk with
Pastor Dave.
By mid-August, online registration for all grades of FINK will be on our website.

COORDINATOR OF CHLDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
At its last meeting, the Congregation Council decided to pursue the hiring of a
full-time Coordinator of Children, Youth and Family Ministries. This decision
was based on the firm commitment to provide much needed support and
leadership to these specific ministries of our congregation, as well as the
realization that calling a new pastor could take a couple of years.
Financially this position will likely cost the congregation about $20,000 less
per year than what our payroll had been previously. This will allow us to put
some funds back into the line items we had dramatically reduced, such as
Youth Ministry, VBS, Sunday School, Children and Family Ministry,
Benevolence, and the Building Improvement Fund transfer.
At the time of this writing, the Interview and Hiring Team had received 5 letters of applications and resumes, and are
now moving into a period of discernment and interviewing. They are very optimistic and hopeful that one of these
candidates will turn out to be a good fit and the right person for the position and for St. Andrew’s. If it all works out,
we may have a new staff member by Labor Day, if not sooner.

St. Andrew’s Newsletter

In an effort to reduce spending, St. Andrew’s is now sending the newsletter via email as a pdf
attachment to all those we have addresses for and will only be mailed to our shut-ins who do not have
computer access. Please make sure we have your correct email address by calling the church office at
326-8508 or emailing saintand@saintand.org. For those without computer access, stop in the church
office for a printed copy. Newsletter deadline: all information is due in the church office August 20
for inclusion in the September newsletter.
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St. Andrew's Handbell choir will soon begin Fall rehearsals, and we

need YOU! We are currently looking for a part-time paid director to lead
the handbell choir. We are a volunteer, currently 10-member group that
shares the joy of ringing for our 8:00 am and 10:30 am Sunday services once
a month September through May. We rehearse once a week and own a
beautiful 5-octave set of Schulmerich handbells. We are looking for an
energetic, experienced musician who will help us prepare for and lead our
Sunday handbell anthems. If interested, please email a resume and cover
letter including contact info for at least 2 professional references to
saintand@saintand.org.

2018 Tuesday Summer Concert Series
August 7

Zion Lutheran Church
“Come Rain Come Shine” Songs from stage and screen sung by mother and daughter, Patty Dorn &
Shelby Cochran

August 14
August 21
August 28

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
“Swing Delivery” 12-piece big band playing favorites from the Swing Era
Grand Rapids Alliance Church
“Bring College Home” Piano and violin, classical duos and solos by Ross Larson and Olivia Skaja
Assemblies of God Church
“One Man Band” Accordion with electronics, polkas, etc. by Rod Cerar

* Every Tuesday * 12:45 pm Lunch $6.00
* 12:00-12:45 pm Concert * Freewill offering for concert
Blog at: http://grandrapidsmnsummerconcerts.blogspot.com
NEW ARTWORK IN LOBBY
Leonn Greiner was visiting a church in South Dakota and saw an intriguing piece of artwork hanging in the chancel
area. He took a picture, thinking, “I could maybe make something like this.” And he did! It’s an artistic take on the
Trinity. The three interlocking rings were carved from a block of butternut. The triangle, also symbolizing the
Trinity is also made of butternut, but was inserted through the rings The metal frame the Trinity is inside of is an
orb – reminiscent of the earth (“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof”). Leonn described bending the
metal by drilling a hole in his workbench, sticking the rod of metal in it, and bending it carefully and slowly by
pulling on it until he got it into the shape he wanted. The Trinity now hangs in front of the office windows, where
you can see it as soon as you walk in the front doors of the church. Thank you Leonn and Jan Greiner for this gift to
St. Andrew’s!

W—O—W - Worship on Wednesdays
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Summer is still here! We in the northland often find ourselves spending lots of time on the
lake or links, with guests and family—even on Sunday mornings. If this is you, consider
worshipping outdoors at St. Andrew’s lakeside setting Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm
now through August 29. It’s a less-formal worship gathering; the Bible readings and
sermon are based on the previous Sunday’s texts and sermon. Music is usually with
guitar. We have Holy Communion each week. Worship is followed by campfire with
hotdogs and s-mores. In case of inclement weather, worship will be inside the sanctuary.

SAVE THE DATE!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2018

St. Andrew’s is one of many congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) participating in “God’s work. Our hands.”
Sunday, September 9. Acr oss the countr y, thousands of ELCA
members will be engaging in service work to make a positive change in
their communities, build and deepen relationships and share God’s love.
This year we are working in collaboration with our sister congregation in
Grand Rapids, Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church. Members from both
congregations will be serving together. The plan is for there to be outdoor physical projects, as well as indoor
projects which can be done around tables. This is also Rally Day for St. Andrew’s, so our time of serving will be
after our outdoor worship service and congregational picnic.
We will have sign-ups on the kiosk in the church entrance area beginning mid-August so we have an idea of how
many to plan for. Please sign up! Consider serving with a group of friends from church, or with your whole
family! What a great Lutheran witness in Grand Rapids! Both ELCA congregations working side by side, for
the good of the community! And it’ll be fun!!

CONGREGATION FORUM
AND
BRUNCH
SUNDAY, AUGUST 26th
AFTER WORSHIP

This is a time for all members of the congregation to hear and learn more about the
Capital Appeal “For Such a Time as This.” Ask questions. Hear answers. Catch the
vision. Enjoy the light brunch and fellowship. These are exciting times! Please be part
of this gathering.
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We are pleased to announce a St. Andrew's summer cruise planned on the
specially equipped "Lets Go Fishing" pontoon Sunday, August 12th. There
will be time to have a fun and informative tour on Pokegama Lake and also
to break bread [sandwiches or pizza] together as we thank God for all of the
blessings that He has given us. We board at Tioga Beach pier where we can
load walkers or wheelchairs if needed. Please contact Marn Flicker 3260811 to reserve a spot. Space is limited to 10 guests so reserve a spot early.

Pastoral Acts
Baptisms
July 15
July 22
July 29

Victoria Rose Bales
Nikolas Wells Sjodin
Atleigh Nicole Bilyeu

July 2

James Lynn Carvey

July 7

Lindsey Jo Carpenter/Adam James Carlson

Funeral
Wedding

Special Gifts
$25 to Sight Fund in memory of Jane May by Ken & Jean Warren
$25 to Sight Fund in memory of Jane May by Barry & Angela Olson
$915 to Youth Fund in memory of Becky Pearson by Mark Pearson

BACKPACK PROJECT
Back to School Pencil Tree - It is that time of year again, ~Back To School!
ADK (a teacher sorority) and the Salvation Army have joined forces again to
ensure that all students have what they need when they walk through those doors
in September but we need your help. There is a tree in the Narthex outside the
church office with pencil tags hanging from it. Each tag has a grade and male or
female labeled on the front with a list of items on the back. If you can, grab a tag
and fill a backpack to make one child's first day of school easier! We appreciate
all of your help and donations. If you have any questions, please contact Anissa
Grotjohn.

The members of the PRAYER CHAIN are ready to
offer their confidential help and support through
prayer. Please call Jean Gardner at 999-9890 or Gail
Olijnek at 326-2431 with your prayer requests.
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Thank You Notes
Dear St. Andrew's
I really don't have to words to describe how deeply I
was touched by the loving and generous celebration of
our time together on June 17th! The meal, gifts,
conversations, memories, blessings, and worship you
shared with me that day were amazing, and I will treasure
each memory and memento of that day in my heart as I
move to Midland, Michigan. Please accept my deepest
thanks and know that St. Andrew's will always hold a
special place in my heart! Several people have asked for
my address in Midland; it will be 206 West St. Andrew's
Road, Midland MI 48640. I will not move in there until
early September though. Again my deepest thanks for all
you have done and for the wonderful ministry we have
shared. May God continue to bless you and keep you and
grow the faith through all you do here at St. Andrew's!!!!!
Blessings always, Pastor Megan
Thank you for hosting the Summer Concert on July 3.
Taking a “Trip Down Memory Lane” was very
entertaining and the lunch you provided was delicious.
The Summer Concert Committee appreciates your
hospitality and look forward to next year. Thank you!
Summer Concert Committee
Dear St. Andrew’s Scholarship Committee,
Thank you for selecting me as one of the 2018
recipients. It meant the world to me that this scholarship
came from my church family. Thank you again,
Katherine Roy
Dear St. Andrew’s Council,
Thank you for putting on such a wonderful senior
dinner. It was so great to see everyone together one last
time and celebrate the achievements. Thanks again!
Katherine Roy
Dear Friends at St. Andrew’s,
I sincerely want to Thank You all who attended my
birthday party and helped me celebrate. I had a
wonderful time! It was so good to see everyone again.
Lissa Gelden
Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for helping to put food on the
table for hungry children in our community. Your gift of
$263.81 from the Noisy Offering to Second Harvest for
the Open Your Heart July Challenge Grant will allow us

to leverage additional dollars to help us in our local
community. Because of your generosity people like
Elizabeth, a single mother, is able to provide nutritious
meals for her children. “Second harvest has provided
much needed meals in my home during a very difficult
time,.” It’s not fair for any child to have to wonder when
they will get their next meal. You are making a difference
for Elizabeth and her children, along with all the hungry
people visiting the Food Shelf at Second Harvest.
Also, thank you for your 2nd Quarter 2018 in-kind
donations. Your donation of 166 pounds will help us
provide food for thousands of meals for hungry neighbors
through the 115 organizations we partner with. It means
so much to hose in our community who struggle to put
food on their tables when times are tighter.
On behalf of the many individuals, families, children
and seniors that will not go hungry because of your
support, thank you!
Susan Estee, Executive Director
Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your gift of $1,500 to ELCA World
hunger. Acts 6 tells the story of the birth and expansion
of the church at Pentecost: When the disciples were
increasing in number, they selected from among
themselves people full of the Spirit and of wisdom and
appointed them to feed people who were hungry. They
had them stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid
their hands on them. With your generosity, you stand full
of the Spirit and of wisdom in the church’s 2000-year
tradition of caring for neighbors in need. Thank you for
your strong commitment to this signature ministry of the
church. Receive in return our prayers for your ministry
and our hands stretched out to you in blessing. Together
we can go father; together we will be transformed in the
Spirit and in relationship with each other, our partners,
and communities around the world.
Until all are fed,
The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal
Thank you for your gift to the Global Farm Challenge! It
will be matched 100%., and go twice as far towards
building a just world where all are fed!
Robin Brown, ELCA

The fourth Tuesday of each month, St. Andrew’s will be working at the
Community Café at its new location in the Kiesler Wellness
Center. We will be part of the Community Cafe’s mission to serve a
nutritious meal to low income families and people with disabilities while
providing all with a sense of social connection. Two volunteers are needed
4:00-6:00 pm to serve the meal and help with clean up. Please sign up on
the kiosk to volunteer on Tuesday, August 28th.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
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We’ve taken the summer off from getting together to work on our prayer shawls, but I
know some of you have been working on them at home anyway. Thank you for all your
prayers and beautiful stitches that are making comforting shawls for those in need of caring,
healing and love.
We still have beautiful yarn available through the Thrivent action team event, so if you
need some to make a prayer shawl, contact Gail Olijnek at 326-2431. Thank you all for
continuing to be a part of this important ministry of the church.
Tuesday, September 25th, we will again start to meet at church in the Fireside Room at 10:00 am; and we will
continue to meet every 4th Tuesday of the month. Hope to see you all there!

Congratulations to St. Andrew’s 2018 Scholarship Recipients! Scholarships were awarded Sunday, June 3
during worship. This year’s recipients are: Carolan Janssen, Mackenzie Kooda, Chevy Gambil, Katie Roy, and Reed
Kottke (not pictured). Pictured above are Carolan, Kathy Kooda accepting on behalf of Mackenzie, Frank
Gambill accepting on behalf of Chevy, and Katie.

The "Men's Breakfast" is a group of men who meet every Wednesday morning at
7:00 am at the Forest Lake Restaurant. Each week, they discuss the scripture for
the next Sunday's worship service. It's a nice way to start the day. All men are
welcome to attend.

Linking Women Together
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"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength." Mark 12:30

Diane Hannah, Co-Chair
Diane Mangseth, Co-Chair

Monthly Spiritual Opportunities for all Women
of St. Andrew’s
Women’s Coffee and Conversation Group will
continue meeting on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month
from 9:30-11:00 am in the Fireside Room. We will meet
August 7 and August 21. We are very enthused about the
Bible study we are using based on the Sunday lessons. This is
an opportunity for fellowship and to deepen our faith through
Bible study. All ages of women are welcome. Questions?
Please call Myrna Peterson at 218-301-6028. Plan to join us.
Quilting Ministry will not be meeting during the
summer but you can still help! Pick up a quilt top kit, take it
home, sew it together according to the instructions and return
it to the bin located in the Fellowship Hall by the office
windows. Help us make this a record year for LWR quilts.
Questions? Call Gail Shoemaker at 218-245-1202.
Prayer Shawl Ministry will not meet throughout
the summer, but will meet the 4th Tuesday of each month
starting in September 2018 through May 2019. Please
continue to knit/crochet and pray as you find time this
summer. If you finish a prayer shawl, please bring it into the
church office as prayer shawls are always needed. We still
have beautiful yarn available through the Thrivent action team
event, so if you need some to make a prayer shawl, contact
Gail Olijnek at 326-2431. Thank you all for continuing to be
a part of this important ministry of the church.

Sunday Coffee Hour
Each monthly newsletter lists the serving group for the next
month. If your name is on the list, please call your leaders to
let them know when you would like to serve coffee and/or
donate baked goods and snacks for Sunday mornings. Thank
you so very much for your Christian hospitality to help make
coffee time a success.

Sunday Coffee Hour
August co-leaders are Jean Gardner and Gail Olijnek
Jan Anderson
Alicia Bauman
Diane Bedient
Deanna Bothma
Angel Bradshaw
Charity Briggs
Andrea Bundermann
Jennifer Bymark
Kay Carvey
Mary Pat Christensen
Jerry Clark
Shannon Cook
Kevin Docken
Irene Dodds
Megan Drusch-Hilback Jennifer Eck
Jennifer Fothergill
Diane Goetzman
Shana Gould
Anissa Grotjohn
Jill Haroldson
Esther Hoganson
Melanie Jacobson
Kim Jamtgaard
Rachelle Jensen
Judy Johnson
Tammy Johnson
Tina Kappenman
Tina Karges
Julie Kennedy
Jean Koewler
Carol Kolu
Shirley Kongsjord
Tami Kottke
Kristi Kral
Kara Lefebvre
Bette Luoma
Tiffany Madsen
Shannon Mann
Kathleen Menk
Susan Mertz
Melissa Mostoller
Larry Nelson
Susan Oberhelman
Barbara Olson
Becky Pellymounter
Fran Rowe
Amy Savela
Lori Schneider
Polly Sheppard
Gail Shoemaker
Cathy Snowden
Cindy Tweet
Pat Vann
Rochele Wimmer
Nicolle Zuehlke
God bless you all for doing God’s service.
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Time to freshen up St. Andrews! We ar e looking for volunteer s to assist with
painting the interior walls of St. Andrew’s. If you are able to help purchase paint and
supplies or would like to volunteer to do the painting, check out the sign up board in the
Fellowship Hall. There’s plenty of walls for EVERYONE to be involved!
Looking for a way you can help out around St. Andrew’s, but don't know where to start? Check out the Jobs
Board located in the Fellowship Hall. Small projects are listed on note cards that we are looking for congregational members to tackle. Take a card for the project you, your family or a small group would like to champion and tackle the project. If you have any questions, please contact a committee member listed on the Jobs
Board.
Worship Assistants needed. Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall to
be Greeters, Lectors, Ushers and/or Communion Assistants. Description
of duties for each position are posted by the sign-up sheets. Assistants
are needed for 9:00 am Sunday worship services and 6:00 pm Wednesday worship services.
NURSERY ATTENDANT TEAM – We are looking to form a team of people who would be willing to take
turns working in the nursery. It pays $10/hr. With one Nursery Attendant and one Sunday worship service, that
Attendant cannot worship (and worship is important!). With a team, there could be a rotation. Please consider
being a part of this team so we can continue this ministry of hospitality. Contact Pastor Dave, or Jen Balzum
(218-969-8816) for more information.

Special music for summer worship. Our Men’s, Mixed and Hand Bell Choirs are on break for the summer
months. If you or a family member would be interested and willing to provide special music on a Sunday
morning this summer at our 9:00 am worship service, please contact Pastor David Anderson to schedule. We’re
also looking for musicians (especially guitarists) for Wednesday worship services at 6:00 pm. Please contact
Pastor David. He can be reached at the church office (218) 326-8508 or via email at pastordavid@saintand.org.

Grace House is looking for a volunteer to commit to a dinner shift every Monday
evening from 4:45 - 9:00 pm. This includes making dinner and helping clean
kitchen afterward. If you are interested in committing to this, please contact Jessica Mohn at Grace House jess@gracehousemn.org.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY—August 30th will be St. Andrew's build day for Itasca Habitat for Humanity.
Habitat continues construction of a new home near the old hospital building in Grand Rapids. If you have the
time to spend a day or just a few hours that day, please sign up to help on the kiosk. If you have any questions,
please call Jim Willford at 218-244-8990 or email jvwillfo@paulbunyan.net and/or Peter Lavalier at 218-6893244.
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ST. ANDREWS LUTHERAN CHURCH
June 19, 2018
COUNCIL MEETING 6:00 p.m.
PRESENT: Byron Snowden, Steve Teff, Cindy Busby, Gretchen Bachman, Renata Rogalla, Pastor David Anderson, Alan Anderberg, John
Saccoman, Barry Olson, Marj Lavalier, Jim Martinetto
ABSENT: Kim Jamtgaard

DEVOTIONS: Provided by Renata Rogalla
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA (under “new business”):
d. Potluck prior to July 17 council meeting
e. Sight and Sound system
f. Capital Appeal teams update by Myrna Peterson
SECRETARY’S MINUTES: Minutes reviewed; date corrected to May 15, 2018. Motion by Byron Snowden, seconded by Barry Olson to
accept minutes with date correction. Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Utilities bills exceeded the budget; however, with the lower bills in the summer, this should rectify itself. We
are changing trash disposal companies to “American Disposal” because their cost is 20% of our current provider. Pastor Supply budget
over by $50.00; this was due to monies spent for lay ministry course attended by Steve Teff at Joy Ranch. Again, this will rectify itself
when Steve provides ministerial services to St. Andrew’s at no charge. Monthly summary shows that expenditures were over budget by
$1,453.00 which is 43% of the annual budget. This number will improve with fewer expenses this summer. The monthly “statement
of activities” shows the “current month actual’ income of $25,267.15 and expenses of $29,372.05 which is an income/expense balance
of negative $4,104.90. Payroll will decrease due to the change to one pastor and no preschool payroll in the summer which will lesson
this deficit balance. An audit will be done on year 2017. Tom Karges will lead this audit with assistance from Lee Anderson. Tom
Karges has kindly offered to provide this service at “no charge.” Jim Martinetto will inform Peterson Accounting of this audit. As is
done with other contractual services, we will solicit proposals for accounting services. We would prefer an accounting firm with
church accounting experience. Jim Martinetto will ask Tom Karges if he would be interested in submitting a bid for his services. Pastor
Megan’s official resignation date is July 2nd. There is concern whether she will have continuing health insurance coverage between time
she leaves St. Andrew’s and time she begins her new ministry. A motion was made by Byron Snowden, seconded by Renata Rogalla to
accept the treasurer’s report. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS:
Capital Appeal update: The congregation approved moving forward with a capital appeal with continued guidance by Kairos and
Associates. Kairos has been on site to train and launch the appeal teams, who are Worship, Spiritual Life, Communications,
Events, Lead Gifts and Administration. The teams will be doing their work over the summer.
Coordinator of Children, Youth and Family Ministry: Pastor David requests permission, by the council, to move forward with hiring a
coordinator for this ministry. This position will not be responsible for adult education. If we were to hire an associate pastor it
will take 1-2 years, if one can be found, and we need a coordinator for children, youth and family ministry now. Pastor David has
been working on and will prepare an official position description. Barry Olson made a motion, seconded by Gretchen Bachman to
proceed with steps necessary to hire a fulltime coordinator of children, youth and family ministries as soon as possible. Motion
carried.
NEW BUSINESS:
Pictorial Directory: Pastor David wants council to consider a new pictorial directory as the last one was done 4 years ago. One trend
he would like to explore is an “online/digital” pictorial directory. A hard copy directory is out of date almost as soon as it is
completed. People can upload their own pictures and can keep their address, phone numbers and email addresses current. This
would be accessible through a password protected area. Downside is that there is a monthly subscription cost. Pastor David wants
someone to research this further. Renata Rogalla and Steve Teff both offered to review existing online directories.
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2019 Budget Planning: Pastor David asks us all to come to our next meeting with ministry plans for 2019 so we can begin this process.
Marj Lavalier asked whether we could do a 2 year budget rather than an annual budget. Our constitution calls for an annual budget,
which, of course, could be amended. However, there are so many variables that affect doing a 2 year budget, i.e., contributions
from congregation fluctuate as do contractual services and other general expenses.
Quarterly Budget Forum July 2018: Our budget forum will be on Sunday, July 22 after the 9:00 am service. The quarterly report of
giving will be mailed in July along with a cover letter from Pastor David.
July Council Meeting and Potluck: Note that our July 17 council will get together at 5:30 pm to share in a potluck with grilled burgers
and brats. Our meeting will begin at 6:00 pm as usual. Please bring an item to share.
Sight and Sound System: Our camcorder broke. We have been using an IPhone for recording church services which has not worked
well. Furthermore, the camcorder did not hook up to the church sound system but utilized the sound within the camcorder, which
was inadequate. Since this was a Major problem and needed expeditious attention, Pastor David separated the video recording and
video projection piece of the sight and sound system project to enable us to purchase proper equipment for recording services.
$12,000.00 was withdrawn from the sight and sound system budget to purchase a new, improved recording system. Conley Janssen,
who is the project manager for this project is fully aware of this expenditure. A motion was made by Barry Olson, seconded by John
Saccoman, to authorize expending dollars for this video recording equipment portion of the sight and sound system budget, not to
exceed expenditures of $17,500.00. Motion carried.
Myrna Peterson updated the council on some of the work done by the communications and events teams. They are mailing informational
postcards and will also be putting together banners and more detailed brochures relating to the Capital Appeal events. Myrna is
wondering how the expenses, for these printed materials and other expenses, incurred by the committees will be paid. Pastor David
made a motion, seconded by Barry Olson, that should we receive any capital appeals bills, prior to our next council meeting, that
these expenses be paid from account #8007. Motion carried.
Miscellaneous Information: Marj Lavalier extended a thank you to Cindy Busby and Alan Anderberg for helping organize the “send off” party
for Pastor Megan.
Marj Lavalier also mentioned that the Boy Scouts and leaders were extremely cordial and cognizant of the kindness extended by St. Andrew’s
for using our church for their camp days. They made sure everything was clean and even shampooed the carpet in the fellowship hall.
Another item, for discussion, presented by Marj Lavalier, was that we look into hiring someone to sign church services, not only for televised
services but there is a family interested in joining St. Andrew’s and both parents are deaf. This is a good subject for discussion and will be
added to next month’s agenda.
UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR:
Steve Teff included some church events, coming up in June and July; however, he stated that he may have missed including some so asked that
we check the church calendar to be sure all events are included.
ADJOURNMENT: All shared in the Lord’s Prayer.
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: JULY 17, 2018 at 6:00 pm. Note: We will meet at 5:30 pm to share ina potluck prior to our
meeting, with grilled hamburgers and brats. Please bring a dish to share.
JULY DEVOTIONS: ??

GRACE HOUSE BREAKFAST BUFFET FUNDRAISER
Saturday, August 18, 2018 – 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM
Forest Lake Restaurant-Downstairs, Grand Rapids, MN
Tickets: $10.00, all proceeds benefit Itasca County’s only Homeless Shelter
Join us for Saturday morning breakfast and a GRACE House fundraiser event on August 18th. You’ll enjoy an opportunity to share a
delicious breakfast while seeing friends and neighbors. $5 raffle tickets with chances to win a number of exciting prizes at our annual
December dinner and dance will be available. Bring your spouse, a friend or neighbor and enjoy a fun morning!! Tickets for sale at
GRACE House, 501 SW 1st Avenue, Grand Rapids, at the Forest Lake Restaurant or at the door. Pre-purchase is encouraged!
2018 Guests thru June, 80 guests, 1745 bed nights—96% full, 1827 meals.
In 2017, GRACE House served 166 guests with 3213 nights—88% full and 4449 meals.
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Please help keep St. Andrew’s Faith Chest Ministry
vital. We’re looking for hands interested in building
faith chests that are given to children being baptized at
St. Andrew’s. Building plans are available or create
your own style. Please check with Angie in the church
office for desired sizes. If you’re able to help build faith
chests, please contact the church office at (218) 3268508. THANK YOU to those who have already been
building Faith Chests; very much appreciated.

SIMPLY GIVING
A simple choice; a generous response
The Simply Giving Program
Through Simply Giving®, your offerings are made through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You
determine the frequency of your automatic donation – weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly – the option is yours. Your
donation is deposited into St. Andrew’s bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your account.
Benefits to you and… St. Andrew’s
Simply Giving® is a reliable, safe way to move your stewardship plan into action. It allows you to share your donations
through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing stewardship. This is literally “first fruits” giving, as you
decide up front the level of your giving. Because your donation is given consistently, you won’t need to play “catch-up” at
year-end or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. But you’re not the only one that benefits.
Your congregation benefits from steady, more predictable donations throughout the year, more efficient bookkeeping, and
greater confidence in meeting its financial commitments.
Who do I call if I have more questions about the Simply Giving® program?
Contact Angela Olson, St. Andrew’s Parish Secretary, at the church office 326-8508. She can assist in signing you up or in
changing your authorization.

We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to do the
giving you want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card. Giving online is easy
and allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to set up automatic recurring
contributions. Simply visit the church website at www.saintand.org and click on the DONATE
button. Or, donate from your smart phone. Simply scan the image you see here using your
phone’s QR code reader. (Many free code readers are available at your app store.)
Contributions can be made to either the General Fund to support our many ministries or to the
Sight and Sound Fund.

Mon

Tue

27

Church Office closed
Afternoons
4:45p Loon Country Quilters
Board meets

26

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion
10:00a Capital Appeal
Brunch
6:30p FINK Orientation 7th
Grade students & parents

29
7:00a Men’s Breakfast
6:00p WOW Worship

28
10:00a Prayer Shawl Ministry
4:00p Community Café

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
6:00p WOW Worship

Church Office closed
afternoons
Newsletter Information due
in church office

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion

22

20

19
10:00a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group
4:30p Loon Country Quilters
5:30p Faith in Action Team
6:00p Church Council

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
3:30p Women of ELCA Board
6:00p WOW Worship

5:30p Site Care & Planning
Team
6:00p ICC Football meal

Church Office closed
afternoons

21

15

14

13

9:00a Contemporary
Worship with Holy
Communion
“Let’s Go Fishing”

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
10:00a GFWC Grand Rapids
North Star Women's Club
6:00p WOW Worship

12

8

10:00a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group
6:00p Capital Appeal Team

Church Office closed
Afternoons
6:00p Children & Family
Ministries Team meets
6:00p Cub Scouts planning
meeting

7

6

9:00a Habitat Build Day
7:00p Al Anon

30

7:00p Al Anon

31

Church Office closed
50th Anniversary party

24

Church Office closed

23

17

5:30p Finance Team meets
7:00p Al Anon

Church Office closed

10

16

7:00p Al Anon

9

Church Office closed
4:00p Wedding rehearsal

6:30p Youth Team meets
7:00p Al Anon

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
6:00p WOW Worship

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion

3

2

1

Fri

Thu

Wed

5

For most complete and up-to-date calendar, please visit
our website www.saintand.org.

Sun

AUGUST 2018

Eric Watson/Kelsey
Ellingson wedding

Sept 1

25

18

Maisie Finckbone/Ryan
Wilhelm wedding

11

5:00p Katie Brown/Austin
Merritt Wedding

4

Sat

17

NONPROFIT
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

PERMIT NO. 286
GRAND RAPIDS MN 55744

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
Summer
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Wednesday Worship 6:00 pm
September-May Worship 9:00 am
Sunday School 10:20 am
Forums 10:20 am

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a
rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE

God’s presence in our lives.

GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for
our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard
the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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