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From Pastor Dave…
So much of the discourse I read and hear these days is divisive, aggressively confrontational, accusatory, and negative, and I am weary
of it. From the White House to the coffee house, from Wall Street to Main Street, it seems most of the discourse if not overtly
contentious, is at least covertly so. I am tired of it. I’m tired of turning on the TV and seeing and hearing those who would be our
leaders mock those with whom they disagree. I’m tired of turning on the radio and hearing local or national officials being rudely
dismissive of each other. I’m tired of reading articles online from church leaders and pastors that are mean-spirited.
For those who would call themselves followers of Jesus, there is no place for all this negativity, slander, and meanness. We just
finished a seven-week series in the letter to the Ephesians. In it Paul admonishes us to “live a life worthy of the calling you have
received, with all humility and gentleness, bearing with one another in love. Paul wrote “Let no evil talk come out of your mouths,
but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear it.” No, there is no
place for meanness and slander.
Perhaps I’m getting a bit jaded, because I’m finding that I have come to expect most conversation and interaction to be negative. The
other day I was wrong.

I had received a call from a friend who wanted to meet with me at the church to talk. Red flag. My friend comes from a different
political viewpoint than I do, and though we are both Christians, we come from very different perspectives. Immediately I assumed
that I was going to be schooled on how the Religious Right or Evangelical Church was the truest expression of Christianity and how
the ELCA and other progressive/liberal churches had strayed from the truth. I could not have been more wrong.
Instead of a polemical discourse, we had a very good give and take conversation about our faith and our faith traditions. My friend
simply wanted to talk, with an aim of understanding how Christians could come to different conclusions about many things. We
talked about baptism. My tradition baptizes infants as we believe baptism is God choosing, in a very public way, to declare that “this
person is mine.” God is the active agent. My friend’s church only baptizes adults who, at an age of reason, choose to be baptized as a
public demonstration of their decision to follow Jesus. The person is the active agent. It is interesting to note that both traditions
have a rite for infants (baptism or dedication), and both have a rite for someone at the age of reasoning (Affirmation of Baptism for us,
Baptism for the Evangelical churches). Seeking this common ground, and seeking understanding, was so refreshing!
We talked about biblical interpretation, and how one’s understanding of how the bible came to be and how understanding the
historical context it was originally addressing make all the difference in drawing conclusions as to what it may be saying to us today.
Does it matter what certain words meant not only in their original language but also in the year they may have been written? (Yes.)
Some of that sheds light on how many American churches at one point in time rationalized slavery, or that women must be submissive
to men (particularly their husbands) and therefore may never serve as a pastor. It’s why some Christians condemn homosexuality and
homosexuals, (it’s right there in plain, black, and white English!!) and why others emphasize a loving, affirming, inclusive Jesus, and
that scripture must be viewed through the lens of Jesus. (The Word of God is first and foremost Jesus!!)
I had fretted about this conversation prior to our meeting, but thoroughly enjoyed it during our conversation. It was not
confrontational. No ultimatums. No belligerent arguments. No finger pointing. We agreed that we want to continue our
conversation. I’m looking forward to that. This has given me hope that even though it seems that so much of our communication and
relating with one another is negative, we can be different. We can choose to live and speak and act in such a way that brings light into
the darkness. We can choose to for our words to bring grace to those who hear them. That’s our calling.
Peace,
Pastor Dave
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For the majority of this coming school year, we will be taking a journey through scripture together as the family of faith at St.
Andrew’s. Our guide for this journey is called The Story – an abridged version of the Bible (word for word from the New
International Version Bible) arranged chronologically in 31 chapters. So for 31 weeks (taking a few off around key weeks like
Affirmation of Baptism and Christmas), our worship, Sunday School, Adult Studies and our personal bible reading will follow
the same path through the Bible.
There are three components to The Story.
READING the assigned chapter of the book The Story each week.
WORSHIP and the SERMON will focus on that same chapter of The Story we have already read in preparation for
worship.
STUDY – All adults are encouraged to be part of an Adult Bible Study Group after having read the chapter and been in
worship. Children’s Sunday school curriculum will be covering the same material.
All members and friends of St. Andrew’s are encouraged to fully participate in The Story. To do so, each household needs a
copy of The Story. You can sign up for this book on the kiosk. The cost is only $5 for this hardcover book. The other
resource is a Study Guide ($7) which is to guide your own reading of each chapter, as well as being the guide for the Bible
Studies. Each person should really have their own Study Guide as it is meant to be written in. You can pay for your book(s),
in the church office with a check payable to St. Andrew’s with “The Story” written in the memo line, or with cash in an
envelope with your name and “The Story” written on it.
Being part of a Study Group is a way to gain deeper understanding of each chapter of The Story, to help it “hit home,” and to
get to know other members of the study group. Part of the study is a video segment on a DVD. We will make DVD’s
available to each group. There are three main ways to become part of a study:
Decide to host a group. Choose a day and time that works for you. Decide if you want to meet in your home and/or the
homes of other group members, or at the church or another location. Decide how many people could be in your
group. Post your group on the kiosk. Invite some of your friends to join the group. If there is room for more
people, others might sign up at the kiosk.
Decide to join a group. Look at the lists on the kiosk to see if and when groups are forming, and sign up. Some might
plan to meet in homes. Others might be planning to meet at the church. You might find one at a Coffee Shop or
brewery (Bible and Brew?).
Decide to be part of the study group(s) meeting at church Sunday following worship. Adults will meet on the north side
of the Fellowship Hall around the round table. After the large group welcome, and the DVD segment, each table
will become a small group and will work through the weekly chapter in the Study Guide.
Just this morning at Men’s Breakfast Bible Briefs, Marn Flicker shared an editorial from last week’s Star Tribune. It made the
assertion that though many churches are in decline, those that emphasize scripture may be holding their own or even
growing. When we delve into the written Word, through reading, worship and study, not only will we be growing in our
understanding of scripture, but we will be opening ourselves to experiencing the presence, touch and love of the Word of
God, Jesus Christ.
The Story begins the days that precede Sunday, September 23rd as we all read chapter 1. That Sunday worship will revolve
around “The Beginning of Life as We Know It.” Study Groups will begin meeting that morning after worship and in the days
that follow Sunday. Bring your copy of The Story with you to worship each week – beginning the week before we launch The
Story¸ as the message that day will be an introduction to The Story and the written Word of God, and the overwhelming love
of the Word of God, Jesus Christ, for you.

Rally Sunday
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September 9, 2018
9:00 am Worship Service (outdoors weather permitting)
followed by Kids Carnival and Picnic
Rally Sunday is Coming!! Be sure to put Sunday, September 9th on your calendar,
because you won’t want to miss all the fun of Rally Sunday! We will have an outdoor
worship (weather permitting) at 9:00 am in the practice field across the road from the
church with tons of great music, communion and more! Then it’s back to the church
parking lot for a kid’s carnival complete with games, prizes and face painting. A free
community picnic will also be held at St. Andrew’s during the carnival. Finally, we will
work on several service projects to celebrate ‘God’s Work, Our
Hand’s’ day, an ELCA event in which congregations all over are
participating (see additional information below).
“God’s Work, Our Hands” Wear your yellow t-shirt, if you
have one, and promote St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church. What a
visible way to show our unity with one another and our
commitment to serving our community in Jesus’ name.

Rally Sunday Picnic
Might you volunteer to bring a pan of bars for the picnic? Please call the church office to let us know.
Thank you!

RALLY DAY is Sunday, September 9th! It is going to be a fun-filled way to mark the beginning of another program year. We plan to worship outdoors in the practice field across from the church at 9:00 AM. That will be followed by activities for children and families and a picnic cookout. After we clean up from the morning’s activities,
we will take part in God’s Work. Our Hands. This is a day when congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America) go out into their communities to serve.
Join members of St. Andrew’s as together we serve at Grace House – the homeless shelter in Grand Rapids. When
we asked what we could do for them, the director asked if we could paint a fence, a couple of sheds, and a picnic table. He also asked if we might repair and paint their main sign, and replace some timbers of a raised bed landscape
garden. So that’s what we are going to do. Tom Mestamacher took a good look at the projects and has been pondering materials we may need and coming up with a plan. Wanting to do the job correctly, he decided we need a prep
day in addition to work Sunday 9/9. Our service project times:
Tuesday, September 4, 4:00 – 7:00 pm Cleaning and preparing surfaces to be painted
Sunday, September 9 Noon – 3:00 pm
Please sign up on the lists on the kiosk. This is for all ages. Let’s do God’s work with Our hands!

ST. ANDREW’S LUTHERAN
CAPITAL APPEAL 2018
FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS
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In the Broadway musical Wicked, one of the opening scenes is of a couple, together with a midwife, at
the birth of their child. It’s clearly a time of expectation and anticipation. After the nine months of waiting, finally the time was
upon them. The dialog was filled with excitement. “It's coming!” “Now?” “The baby's coming!” “And how!” “I see a nose. I see a
curl. It's a healthy, perfect Lovely, little – (In case you’ve not seen the musical I need to stop there, as not to give anything away!)
Like the excitement surrounding a birth, with all the preparations that go with it, I hope you are beginning to sense excitement
about our Capital Appeal “For Such a Time as This,” for it kicks off this month – the weekend of September 30th. There have
been lots of preparations going on. A congregation meeting on May 20th to authorize the appeal. A Leadership Team formed.
Several Committees with lots of people involved. Capital priorities being discussed and prioritized by the Site Care and Planning
Team and the Congregation Council. Some mailings. A brunch just last week with a time of Questions and Answers. And now
the fullness of time is upon us. It’s coming. The appeal is coming. And how!
The very practical goal of this appeal (the Lower Story) is to raise funds to take care of long-overdue facility projects (roof,
siding repair and staining, carpet, completion of sight system in sanctuary, parking lot), and to eliminate our mortgage debt, and to
make a significant contribution – a tithe of what we raise – to a ministry partner. And yet the bigger picture goal (the Upper
Story) is to put ourselves in a better position to fulfill our calling and mission of being the church in this time and in this place. We
are called to grow in our own discipleship, and to reach out with the unconditional love and grace of Jesus Christ to the people of
our community, - beyond our walls. And I believe that you and I are here for such a time as this.
Your presence and participation is for such a time as this.
Your unique giftedness is for such a time as this.
Your assets and financial resources are for such a time as this.
Your passion to making a difference in Jesus’ name are for such a time as this.
All that you have and all that you are, are for such a time as this.
I also believe that Jesus is counting on us for such a time as this. We are Jesus’ body. We are the way Jesus has chosen to impact
the world and lives.
If you are passionate about the ministry of St. Andrew’s and our future together, and if you believe you are here for such a time
as this, and you may be considering launching and giving this appeal momentum by giving your best and generous gift and/or 3 year
pledge early, please be part of the Advanced Giving Event on Saturday, September 29th. It will involve a meal, a program with
several people speaking about their passion for our ministry and the importance of St. Andrew’s and this appeal, and the
distribution of information and response packets. Please call, text or email Myrna Peterson to reserve your spot at this event. (218
-301-6028; myrnakay67@gmail.com)
Watch for the daily devotions that have been written by members of the congregation. They will be posted on our website
(www.saintand.org) and emailed out each day for a whole month, beginning September 23rd. We will also have printed copies
available for those without computer access.
Come to worship on Sunday, September 30th for the appeal kick-off. Information packets will be handed out (and
mailed the next day to those not present in worship).
On Sunday, October 14th Response Packets will be handed out with an Estimate of Giving card for both the capital
appeal and our 2019 Ministry Support (and mailed the next day to those not present in worship).
Our Celebration Sunday is October 21st. At this time, we invite all of us to return our Estimate of Giving cards.
This is an exciting time as we sense more and more how God’s Spirit is moving among us, and the ministry that God is calling
us to be about together. The Appeal is part of this excitement. A renewed emphasis on Children, Youth and Family ministries, is
part of this excitement. New teachers in our preschool and a new Handbell choir director is part of this excitement. Knowing that
you and I are here for such a time as this is part of that excitement.

Hello congregational family of St. Andrew’s!
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It is such a great honor to be your new Coordinator of Children, Youth and Family
Ministry! I hope to meet each and every one of you soon, but in the meantime, I thought I
would tell you a little about me.
My husband, Chris, and our three kids have lived in Grand Rapids for 18 years. Chris spent
16 years at Blandin but left to join Boldt Construction Company as a Project Manager in
2016. Madison, age 22, is now married to my fabulous son-in-law Patrick and living in
Grand Forks, ND. Isaac, age 18, is finishing up his Associates of Science degree at ICC this
year and will be heading to another school…possibly UMD… for his Bachelor’s Degree in
engineering next year. Catherine, age 16, is a junior through Connections Academy Online
and is a member of Broadway Artist Alliance in New York City. She spends a couple weeks a year there for training
with the bigwigs in musical theater. As for me, I am originally from a small town in Southwest Missouri called Nevada
(Nah-vay-dah), Missouri (Miz-ur-ee!!) which is where Chris and I met and where my parents still live. Chris is from
International Falls originally, so I guess I knew we would end up back in “God’s Country” as he called it… And I’m so
glad we did!
Some of you may recognize me from group events or programs with Zion Lutheran, the sister church of St. Andrew’s.
I served as Zion’s Youth and Family Ministry Director from February 2007 to October 2017. I loved my job at Zion
and will be eternally grateful for all the love and support they gave me. However, last October, after almost 11 years,
I resigned. I didn’t disclose it to many people at the time, but I was dealing with a medical issue. The location of the
specialists I had to see were in Minneapolis which was also where Catherine wanted to participate in a musical theater
production, so we left. It was a difficult decision but I knew it had to be done.
After 7 months in the cities, many doctor visits and 2 stage productions for Catherine, we came home. I am now on
medication that seems to be doing its job and Catherine is thrilled to be back in her home town…which I’m sure has
nothing to do with her boyfriend. :-) Being back in Grand Rapids has been WONDERFUL but not having my church
family or my job left a very definite void in my life. I was contemplating where to apply for work around town when
God threw another curve ball at me (to me). I heard that St. Andrew’s had decided to bring a Youth Ministry person
on staff. At first I told myself no… I couldn’t possibly put in my resume no matter how much I wanted to. I worried
that it would look like I was betraying Zion but God’s stirring within me was unmistakable. I’m sure you can guess
the rest of the story… I finally stopped fighting it and gave into God’s relentlessness. I applied because I couldn’t not
apply. God must have been tapping on the interview team’s hearts too because I was offered the job which I gladly
(and quickly) accepted!
I am SO EXCITED to be part of such a wonderful church family again and doing what I feel I am called to do! Please
feel free to stop in and say hi or call/text/email me anytime! I promise to serve St. Andrew’s to the very best of my
ability! It’s going to be a great year!!!
Peace friends~
Nikki Rud

Sunday School Registration
Registration is now available for the 2018-19 school year. Sunday school is
held for students age 3 by September 1, 2018 through seniors in high
school. You can register online by visiting our website www.saintand.org/
sunday-school. If you have any questions or you would like to be teacher
this year, please contact Nikki Rud or a member of the Children and Family
Ministry Team. And remember to invite your friends and neighbors too!

Time to freshen up St. Andrews! We ar e looking for volunteer s to assist with painting the interior walls of6 St.
Andrew’s. If you are able to help purchase paint and supplies or would like to volunteer to do the painting, check
out the sign up board in the Fellowship Hall. There’s plenty of walls for EVERYONE to be involved!
Looking for a way you can help out around St. Andrew’s, but don't know where to start? Check out the Jobs Board
located in the Fellowship Hall. Small projects are listed on note cards that we are looking for congregational members to tackle. Take a card for the project you, your family or a small group would like to champion and tackle the
project. If you have any questions, please contact a committee member listed on the Jobs Board.
Worship Assistants needed. Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall to be
Greeters, Lectors, Ushers and/or Communion Assistants. Description of duties for each position are posted by the sign-up sheets. Assistants are needed
for 9:00 am Sunday worship services. Sign up now for September, October
and November.
NURSERY ATTENDANT TEAM – We are looking to form a team of people who would be willing to take turns
working in the nursery. It pays $10/hr. With one Nursery Attendant and one Sunday worship service, that Attendant
cannot worship (and worship is important!). With a team, there could be a rotation. Please consider being a part of
this team so we can continue this ministry of hospitality. Contact Pastor Dave, or Jen Balzum (218-969-8816) for
more information.

New Staff –
We have several new staff members at St. Andrew’s. Please welcome them!
Coordinator of Children, Youth and Family Ministries – Nikki Rud began Thursday, August 9th and has hit the
ground running.
Preschool Teacher 4-year-old class – Rochelle Hopkins
Preschool Teacher 3-year-old class – Missy Gray
Hand Bell Choir director – Cassie Thuen is our most recent hire. She is the band director at Greenway HS.
Cleaners –After 24 years of cleaning at St. Andrew’s, the mother-daughter team of Alvina Mathiason and
Keyna Childs has retired. Cleaning will now be done by a crew from MDI – Minnesota Diversified
Industries. They will clean 2x/week during the school year (just like Keyna and Alvina).

Deadline for October Newsletter
All news articles and information need to be in the church office by September 20 to have it included in the October
newsletter. Thank you for being on time. To reduce spending, St. Andrew’s is now sending the newsletter via email
as a pdf attachment to all those we have addresses for and will only be mailed to our shut-ins who do not have computer access. Please make sure we have your correct email address by calling the church office at 326-8508 or
emailing saintand@saintand.org. For those without computer access, stop in the church office for a printed copy.
Members of the PRAYER CHAIN are ready to offer confidential help and support through prayer.
Please call Jean Gardner at 999-9890 or Gail Olijnek at 326-2431 with your prayer requests.

The "Men's Breakfast Bible Study" is a group of men who meet
every Wednesday morning at 7:00 am at the Forest Lake
Restaurant. Each week, they discuss the scripture for the next
Sunday's worship service. It's a nice way to start the day. All men
are welcome to attend.
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FINK (ST. ANDREW’S CONFIRMATION MINISTRY)
Short for “Faith INKubators” [sic], our confirmation ministry is for youth in grades 7, 8 and 9, together with adult
small group guides, presenters, musicians and our manager. The 2018/2019 year gets started Wednesday, September 12 th
at 6:30 pm with a FINK Service Project night for all students. The first FINK NIGHT is the following week, Wednesday,
September 19th from 6:30 - 8:00 pm.
This year, we will be focusing on the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and Lutheran Worship through skits,
music, presentations, video clips and small group discussions and prayer. In addition to the FINK NIGHTS, there are
Fellowship Events and Service projects each of the small groups take part in. And because faith formation and living the
faith belongs in the home, there are the Faith5 Home Huddles (devotions every night in every home!) for parents, FINK
youth, and siblings to engage in. Parental involvement is key to a successful confirmation program, as is the participation
of several other key impact adults. This is why FINK is an evening program, as more adults are available at that time of
day.
We need at least two more adults to join the team to provide the best ministry possible for our 7th-9th grade
students. (And it’s fun!) If you would be willing/interested in serving as a Small Group Guide for either the 7th grade
boy’s group or the 7th grade girl’s group, or if you’d like to learn more about that role, please speak with Pastor Dave.
Small group guides are not teachers, but adults who love God and love youth, and who commit to walking with a group of
4-6 youth through FINK, facilitating the discussion during small group time on FINK NIGHTS (with a discussion sheet),
helping the small group come up with and do 4 service projects and 4 fellowship events over the course of the school
year.
It’s going to be a great year of faith formation and FINK!

Confirmation FINK Nights
7th - 9th Grades
Wednesday Nights
Sept. 12th – All FINK service night
Sept. 19th - 6:30 - 8:00 pm FINK nIght
Parents: To enroll your child in Confirmation, go to our website,
www.saintand.org/confirmation

St. Andrew’s Preschool will begin classes soon. The preschool has 2 openings for the
upcoming school year in the 4-5 year old class. This class meets Monday-Wednesday-Friday
from 8:30-11:30 am, following the ISD 318 calendar. Please call Sarah Litchke, Preschool
Director, at 218-259-3043 for more information.
Also, Sarah is looking for a couple volunteers to help get the Preschool room clean and
ready on Tuesday, September 4 and Wednesday, September 5 starting at 12:30 pm until
3:00 pm? each day. They need 1 or 2 people please. Please contact Sarah at her number
and/or email address below if you can help. Thank you!
Come join us for the Preschool art show of the year featuring Twisted Metals! Onsite paint
booth and hand cutouts to make those special customizable memories. Also featuring,
winter roll outs! A little something for everyone. Saturday, September 29 from 9:00 am—
1:00 pm at St. Andrew’s!
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New Members Class

Everyone interested in becoming part of the family of faith at St. Andrew’s should participate in New
Member Classes. During this class, we cover the basics of Christianity from a distinctly Lutheran
perspective and are introduced to the ministries of St. Andrew’s. New Member Classes will be offered
Thursdays, September 20 and September 27, with new members received into membership on Sunday,
October 7 at the 9:00 am worship service. September 20 class will be from 6:30-8:00 pm. September 27
class will begin with a meal for new members and their sponsors at 6:00 pm; followed by class for new
members from 6:30-8:00 pm. Please call the church office at 326-8508 to sign up to attend.

St. Andrew’s is in the community and making a difference and YOU
are encouraged to be an active participant! The fourth Tuesday of each
month, St. Andrew’s will be working at the Community Cafe at the
Kiesler Wellness Center. We will be part of the Community Cafe’s
mission to serve a nutritious meal to low income families, people with disabilities and to anyone in need while
providing all with a sense of social connection. Two volunteers are needed on our days from 4:00 - 6:30 pm to serve
and clean up. Sign up sheets are on the kiosk in the Narthex.
What a great way to make a difference - and it only takes a couple of hours each month! The Community Cafe
provides meals every Tuesday and Thursday evenings.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY—September 20th will be St. Andrew's build day for Itasca Habitat for Humanity.
Habitat continues construction of a new home near the old hospital building in Grand Rapids. If you have the time
to spend a day or just a few hours that day, please sign up to help on the kiosk. If you have any questions, please
call Jim Willford at 218-244-8990 or email jvwillfo@paulbunyan.net and/or Peter Lavalier at 218-689-3244.

St. Andrew’s Rascals

(ages 55+) Rascals will NOT meet in
September. Our first meeting will be Thursday, October 11th. Watch for
announcements on program, meal, etc. A sign up sheet will be on the kiosk
once we know the program. Put October 11th on your calendar for a fun
evening!

Baptisms
August 12
August 19
August 26
Weddings
August 4
August 11

Pastoral Acts
Archer Paul Rasley
Will Ovid Christianson
Lila Jo Westlake
Katie Brown & Austin Merritt
Maisie Finckbone & Ryan Wilhelm

Special Gifts
$25 to Sight System in memory of Micah Anderson by Harry & Jean Gardner
$100 to Sight System in memory of Micah Anderson by Al & Carmen Jackson
$25 to Sight System in memory of Micah Anderson by Barry & Angela Olson
$25 to Sight System in memory of Micah Anderson by Jim & Cheryl Martinetto
$30 to Sight System in memory of Micah Anderson by Bruce & Diane Mangseth
$100 to Sight System in memory of Micah Anderson by Pastor David & Gayle Anderson
$20 to Sight System in memory of Micah Anderson by Jim & Gail Olijnek
$20 to Good Samaritan Fund in memory of Maybel Seaberg by Jim & Gail Olijnek
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Highway 38 Sale—St. Andrew’s youth are now accepting donations for the Highway
38 Sale! We welcome donations of household items, furniture, clothing in good repair
(nothing stained, faded or torn), craft items, sports equipment, tools, lawn and garden
tools, toys, books, games, working electronics (no tube TVs or VCRs please), and more!
Donations can be dropped off in the youth room from now until Thursday, September 13th!
Thank you. This is our second biggest fundraiser of the year and all proceeds support high
school and middle school youth ministry here at St. Andrew’s. Thank you for your support!
The sale will be held on Friday, September 14th from 3:00-7:00 pm and Saturday,
September 15th from 8:00 am—5:00 pm. Set up will begin Wednesday, September 12th
from 3:30-6:00 pm and Thursday, September 13th from 4:30-8:00 pm. To volunteer to
help at this event, please contact Nikki Rud.

St. Andrew's Handbell choir will soon begin Fall rehearsals, and
we need YOU! Cassie Thuen is our new Bell Director. We are a
volunteer, currently 10-member group that shares the joy of ringing for
our 9:00 am Sunday services once a month September through May.
We rehearse once a week and own a beautiful 5-octave set of
Schulmerich handbells. We are looking for choir members interested in
sharing beautiful music with our congregation. Our first rehearsal will
be Tuesday, September 4 from 4:30-5:30 pm. Come and check it out!
For more information, contact the church office at 218-326-8508 or
email Cassie at cthuen@isd316.org.

Pastor Dave shared recently in a sermon (and also in the August newsletter) about his experience of God’s grace when
he took part in a Via de Cristo weekend back in 2002. If you have not attended a Via de Cristo weekend, you have an
opportunity in October. Via de Cristo is a three-day weekend designed to strengthen and renew the faith of Christians
and bring them to a new awareness of living in God's grace. It begins on a Thursday evening and ends on Sunday afternoon and is open to married people and single men and women. The participants live, study, worship and commune
together daily. Through 14 progressive talks, Via de Cristo gives attendees a living understanding of basic Christian
truths. There is music and singing, food and fellowship, a time for laughter and a time for prayer. The weekends will
be held at Zion Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids. The men's weekend is October 4-7 and the women's is October 1114. If you are interested in attending or would like more information, contact Myrna Peterson at myrnakay67@gmail.com or phone 218-301-6028.

Linking Women Together

Women's Group News
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Diane Mangseth, Co-Chair
Diane Hannah, Co-Chair

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength." Mark 12:30

Women's Coffee & Conversation Group:
As members of St. Andrew’s, we are to be
studying God’s word.
The Coffee &
Conversation Group is a great way to do
that. Beginning Tuesday, September 25,
this time will be used for ‘The Story’ Bible
study series and will meet weekly at 9:30
am in the Fireside Room. It will be open to everyone
(male and female). Please sign up on the kiosk and
indicate your preference to attend. Questions? Call Cathy
Snowden at 327-2503. Plan to join us.
Quilting Ministry: The St. Andrew’s quilters will begin
meeting again this fall on Wednesday, September 5 from
9:30-11:30 am. Our mission is to provide quilts to those
in need overseas, in other parts of the U.S. and also locally.
No experience is necessary and all women are
welcome. There is a job for everyone. We meet every
Wednesday in the Fireside Room from September through
May. If you can’t make it every week, just come when you
can. For those who can’t join us at church, we also have
quilt top kits to take home and sew. They are located
under the long table by the office windows. We hope to
see you this fall! Questions? Please call Cathy Snowden at
326-2503.
Living Waters Fall Gathering will be held on Saturday,
October 6th at St. Andrew’s. Registration, coffee and rolls
8:30 – 9:30 a.m. $8.00 includes noon lunch. Peg
Christensen, Conference Coordinator, will lead the
Gathering commencing at 9:30 a.m. and morning worship
and Holy Communion will be presided by Pastor Vicki
Taylor. All women are welcome.
Sunday Coffee Hour
Each monthly newsletter lists the serving group for the
month. If your name is on the list, please contact your
chairpersons Linda Flom and Diane Hannah and let them
know when you would like to serve coffee and/or donate
baked goods and snacks for Sunday mornings. Thank you
for your Christian hospitality to help make coffee time a
success.

Members of the September committee are:
Kristine Arntson
Malissa Bahr
Jeff Bigwood
Sara Bolen
Amy Brainard
Angie Broberg
Kim Brown
Christine Burbie
Cindy Busby
Megan Christianson
Karen Dagle
Cathe Dahline
Betty Davis
Jane Dreke
Denise Engel
Christine Figgins
Ardy Flaherty
Linda Flom
Karin Grandia
Janet Greiner
Janet Hammerlund Diane Hannah
Aaron Hicks
Sydney Holcomb
Jennifer Jackson
Melissa Jensen
Barbara Johnson
Brenda Larson
Cindy Leppanen
Rebecca Levitz
Jennifer Lien
Vicky Lorenz
Jo McClure
Mary Ann Miels
Theresa Milinkovich
Meg Muller
Margaret Myers
Jenny Nielsen
Sally Niemi
Pamela Olson
Dick Ostroot
Christie Peterson
Lee Polister
Verna Prebeg
Kim Prestidge
Pam Puddicombe Terri Radovich
Linda Riendeau
Rebecca Saccoman
Danica Salisbury
Scott Shrimpton
Diane Skelly
Mary Swanson
Karen Teff
Cheri Troumbly
Renee Veit
Anita Williams
Renee Williams
God bless you all for doing God’s service.

For our newest/recent members, if you haven’t been

contacted to help with serving or haven’t seen your
name on a list, please contact the Women of the ELCA
chairpersons to get put on a committee.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry

We will meet on Tuesday, September 25, at 10:00 am in the Fireside Room to
work on our prayer shawls for those in need of comfort and love. It will be fun
to meet again at church to share stories of our busy summers, and see the
progress we have made on our prayer shawls. New members are always
welcome! Please consider being a part of this wonderful ministry of our church.
We will continue to meet the 4th Tuesday of every month through May, 2019.
We have many beautiful prayer shawls in the church office, so if you know of
someone in need of prayer, comfort and God’s love, please feel free to take a
shawl for them. We ask you to leave their name on the sheet that we have near
the prayer shawls, so we don’t give more than one to an individual.
If you need yarn, we have some available; please contact Gail Olijnek at 326-2431.

Thank You Notes
To Our Partners in the Kitchen,
The Summer Concert Series Board sends our thanks to
you for being a part of another successful summer series.
The variety of programs and lunches appeals to many
people as a weekly event to look forward to and without
the churches who help provide this, we would not still see
this happening. Thanks again to each person who
worked to provide a delicious lunch for a program. We
look forward to the 2019 season and pairing with you
again.
The Summer Concert Series Board
Cherry Tinquist

St. Andrew’s Scholarship Committee,
I wanted to express my gratitude and thanks in
selecting me for a post-secondary scholarship which I
will use towards my schooling at Gustavus Adolphus
College!
All the best, Reed Kottke
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Dear St. Andrew’s Scholarship Committee,
Thank you so much for awarding me with another
scholarship this year. It means a lot to have the support
of my home church wile away at school.
Cari Janssen
St. Andrew’s Staff & Prayer Shawl Ministry,
I want to thank you for the prayer shawl. It will
remind me of your congregation and will remember to
pray for you all. Thanks, Keyna
Thank you so much for the prayer shawl. It will
remind me of you when sitting in my chair and looking
out at the weather. Thank you all, Alvina
The Rascals,
Thank you so much for the gift of money. I’m sure
we’ll be seeing some of you around. God bless, Keyna
Thank you so much for the gift of money. Bless you
all, Alvina

Attention: Vocal Musicians!
It’s time for vocal choirs to start rehearsing again.
First rehearsals will be Wednesday, September 5th. New members always welcome!
Men’s Choir at 5:30 pm directed by Scott Shrimpton
Mixed Choir at 6:30 pm directed by Eileen Grosland
If you would like to join any of the vocal choirs, just show up at the first rehearsals to sing!

Celebration of Life
Annual Memorial Service
Sunday, September 23, 2018
2:00 pm at
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
The staff and volunteers of Essentia Health
St. Mary’s Hospice Services Itasca Team
invite you, along with your family and friends,
to an interfaith service celebrating the life of your loved one.
Please join us for refreshments and fellowship immediately following the service.
Please call Itasca Hospice at 327-8780 if you have any questions.

St. Andrew’s Youth News
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September 2018

Senior High Youth –
9th-12th Grades
Sunday nights from 6:30-8:00 pm
Meet in the Youth Room for a night of
FUN, FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP!
All are welcome…BARF’s welcome too!
Sept. 23rd – Welcome and get-to-know-you fun!
Sept. 30th – Getting to know you…s’more!
(we’ll be outside weather permitting)

Upcoming Sr. High Fundraising Opportunities –
Hwy 38 Sale: September 13th-15th
Hours for earning your money is after school Thursday and Friday
plus all day Saturday
Concert Pie Social: October 13th
Following the Pat Surface concert at St. Andrew’s, the youth will
be selling pie.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
th

3 yr. olds-8 Grade, Sunday mornings from 10:20-11:20am
Sept. 9 – Rally Day!
Sept. 16th – Welcome / Get to know you day!
Sept. 23rd – “In the Beginning” Lesson #1 from The Story
Sept. 30th – “God’s Builds a New Nation” Lesson #2 from The Story
Parents: We will be starting AND ending our Sunday School hour in the Sanctuary.
Kids will need to be signed out for safety reasons…thank you for understanding!
You can enroll your kids online by going to our website at
www.saintand.org/sunday-school and clicking the link.
th

If you have any questions, concerns or comments, please contact Nikki Rud - office 326-8508,
Cell – call or text (218) 259-9129, email nikki@saintand.org
Print just this page and stick it on your fridge or family
calendar to stay informed about St. Andrew’s Youth!
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Support the youth! The Highway 38 Rummage Sale
will be Friday, September 14th from 3:00-6:00 pm and
Saturday, September 15th from 8:00 am—3:00 pm.
The youth are now collecting items! Drop your donations
in the Youth Room at St. Andrew’s. Please consider
donating items, your time and your patronage!
Contact Nikki if you are able to help on Thursday or Friday
during school hours. Donuts and coffee will be provided as
an enticing bribe!
Parents of 3rd-5th graders… be watching your student’s announcements from
school for news regarding Religious Release Time! St. Andrew’s will again
be joining with Zion Lutheran for this time together every other Wednesday
from October through April during the afternoon of their school day. Here’s
some need-to-knows:
Religious Release Time is a fun and meaningful time that the kids can
come together with staff and volunteers of both ELCA churches.
The program is completely free and does not affect the regular hours of a
normal school day as far as departure from schools.
Transportation will be provided by ISD #318 school buses.

Youth Resource Supply Drive – Through the month of
September, we will be accepting donations to revive our
dwindling basic art supplies. Glue, crayons, markers,
construction paper, pencils, and other supplies as such
would be much appreciated! Look for the shiny blue box
outside of the church office to place your donations…
THANKS!

Pie please!?! The youth will be hosting a Pie Social following the Pat
Surface concert on Saturday evening, October 13th. Donations of pies
will be needed. Please watch for a sign-up sheet on the kiosk to let us
know you can donate a pie or 2 or 3! Thank you!

ST. ANDREWS LUTHERAN CHURCH
July 17, 2018
COUNCIL MEETING 6:00 p.m.
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PRESENT: Barry Olson, Marjorie Lavalier, Kim Jamtgaard, Byron Snowden, Pastor David Anderson, Alan Anderberg, John
Saccoman, Cindy Busby, Jim Martinetto, Gretchen Bachman
ABSENT: Renata Rogalla, Steve Teff
DEVOTIONS: Barry Olson
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: None
PASTOR’S REPORT: The ELCA national youth gathering went very well with 6 youth from St. Andrew’s attending. One of
the 2 air conditioning units servicing the sanctuary has to be replaced. The old unit quit working. Mr. Furnace will be
replacing this unit on Tuesday, July 24, at a cost of $3,400.00. At the June council meeting, we discussed the issue of the
camera used for video recording services was broke. We approved splitting the video recording and video projection piece of
the Sight and Sound System project to enable us to purchase proper equipment for recording services. Stewart Sound will be
installing the new equipment. The “Communications and Event” team raised questions relating to Capital Appeal project.
Many of the questions raised are answered in the “case statement” that was mailed out May 20. However, 1 or 2 council
members will attend the Communications and Event teams next meeting to further clarify and answer any additional questions
they may have regarding the Capital Appeal. The Council will mail a second “case statement” to the Capital Appeals team
members for review in case additional questions arise.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: In the “treasurer’s report” summary, the first sentence should be removed as inaccurate. A motion
was made by Jim Martinetto, seconded by Byron Snowden, to accept the secretary’s report with the removal of the sentence
mentioned above. Motion carried. (A corrected report has been emailed to Angela Olson, for inclusion in the next
newsletter.)
TREASURER’S REPORT: Payroll will change due to Pastor Megan Crouch leaving. The graph shows that offerings, for June
2018, are even with those received in June 2017. Bids will be sought, later this year, for accounting services. We are satisfied
with Peterson Accounting; however, this should be analyzed regularly to assure the cost for Peterson Accounting services is
competitive. Jim Martinetto’s final term, on the Church Council, will be completed at the end of this year 2018. Jim
mentioned that we try bringing to the council someone with some accounting experience or that an existing council member
consider taking this position. Some training will be necessary. A motion was made by Byron Snowden, seconded by Kim
Jamtgaard to accept the treasurer’s report. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS:
Capital Appeal teams are incurring some expenses for things like brochures, banners, etc. It was decided to pay for current
Capital Appeal team expenses from line item 8007, “Capital Asset R&M Fund.”
Coordinator of Children, Youth and Family Ministry: Advertisements for this position have been posted on various sites and a
few resumes have been received. This will be a fulltime, exempt, non-pastoral position. A motion was made by Jim
Martinetto, seconded by Gretchen Bachman, to accept the following candidates, Myrna Peterson, Kim Jamtgaard, Kory
Cease and Pastor David Anderson as the interview team. Motion carried. Pastor David came up with 2 salary
packages (based upon 2 resumes received) to set parameters for hiring the Coordinator of C/Y/F Ministry. For a single
person, with proper education but no job experience, the total package would be $45,794, (salary $34,040; medical
insurance $9004; retirement contribution is included in Portico, continuing education expense allotted annually $750; and
mileage expense of $2000). For a candidate with 11 years’ experience, full salary package would be $46,726.00 (salary
$39,600; medical insurance waived due to other insurance available; retirement contribution $2376; continuing education
$750; and mileage reimbursement of $2000). Based upon these parameters, a motion was made by Cindy Busby,
seconded by Jim Martinetto, to give the interview team the authority to hire, using Pastor David’s salary packages as a
base, with approval from the Executive Team for any variances in the salary. Motion carried.
Pictorial Directory: Due to length of this council meeting, we will table discussion of this issue at our next meeting.
Quarterly Budget Review: This will take place after the 9:00 am service on Sunday, July 22.

Council Minutes continued…
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NEW BUSINESS:
Prioritization of projects to be done from the Capital campaign. We had some discussion regarding this but have not firmed
up any priorities to be presented to the congregation as of this council meeting.
Nursery Coordinator: The current coordinator is Jen Balzum. She provided nursery services during the 8:00 am church
service, when we had 2 services and then she was able to attend the 10:30 am service. Now with there being one church
service, Jen would like to share this position with another coordinator, to rotate weeks so Jen may attend some of the
services. This is NOT a volunteer position. It pays $10.00 per hour and runs 1 to 1-1/2 hours. An announcement will be
made at our next church service for anyone interested in sharing this position with Jen.
Custodial Position: The current custodians will be finished August 20. To date, no one has applied for the position. The
annual salary is $7800.00. We have inquired of someone, who does house cleaning, but most of these positions pay
$20.00 or more per hour which is over our budget. We are checking with cleaning agencies; MDI has been interviewed as
they are cleaning for another church.
Devotionals: Devotions for the remainder of the year will be for August—Alan Anderberg, September—Jim Martinetto,
October—John Saccoman, November—Kim Jamtgaard and December—Marj Lavalier. (NOTE: Our December
meeting will be December 4, 2018.)
UPCOMING EVENTS: July 25---WOW Lakeside Worship 6:00 p.m.; July 26 through July 29---Spud Shack; July 31---Summer
Concert Series at noon; July 31---Itasca County Sheriff’s Candidate Forum at middle school; August 1---WOW Lakeside Worship
6:00 p.m.; August 6-9 overnight visitor’s for Habitat for Humanity; August 8---WOW Lakeside Worship 6:00 p.m.; August 15--WOW Lakeside Worship 6:00 p.m.; August 21---Regular Council meeting 6:00 p.m. fireside room.
ADJOURNMENT – Lord’s Prayer
NEXT MEETING of COUNCIL---August 21, 2018 6:00 p.m., fireside room
DEVOTIONS: Alan Anderberg

Coming in October: a feature film, noon lunch and discussion led by
Pastor Vicki Taylor. All at the Reif Center in the Wilcox Theater on Monday,
October 8 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. More details to follow.

Sight and Sound System is appreciated...
During the flu season, I stay home on Sunday so I watch the service on Sunday night on ICTV. It’s always been
hard to see and understand anything being said. I watched it last Sunday and what a surprise!! I could see and hear
everything and I really felt a part of it. Thank you! - Irene Weller
Monday, August 13 phone message received from Fran Rowe — ”I just wanted to tell you that I watched the
service last night at 6:00 pm. It was clear; it was sharp; it was audible; it was really good. I’m so glad that our new
system has worked out so well. Thank you.”

WOW!! Lightning struck one of the ~100’ white pine trees on the east edge of St. Andrew’s parking lot on Sunday afternoon
August 26th during the storm. Big explosion of the tree; created quite a mess in the parking lot as you can see in the pictures
below. THANK YOU to everyone who came to help with the clean up!
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SIMPLY GIVING
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A simple choice; a generous response
The Simply Giving Program
Through Simply Giving®, your offerings are made through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You
determine the frequency of your automatic donation – weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly – the option is yours. Your
donation is deposited into St. Andrew’s bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your account.
Benefits to you and… St. Andrew’s
Simply Giving® is a reliable, safe way to move your stewardship plan into action. It allows you to share your donations
through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing stewardship. This is literally “first fruits” giving, as you
decide up front the level of your giving. Because your donation is given consistently, you won’t need to play “catch-up” at
year-end or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. But you’re not the only one that benefits.
Your congregation benefits from steady, more predictable donations throughout the year, more efficient bookkeeping, and
greater confidence in meeting its financial commitments.
Who do I call if I have more questions about the Simply Giving® program?
Contact Angela Olson, St. Andrew’s Parish Secretary, at the church office 218-326-8508. She can assist in signing you up
or in changing your authorization.
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We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to
do the giving you want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card.
Giving online is easy and allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to
set up automatic recurring contributions. Simply visit the church website at
www.saintand.org and click on the DONATE button. Or, donate from your smart
phone. Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s QR code reader.
(Many free code readers are available at your app store.) Contributions can be
made to either the General Fund to support our many ministries or to the Sight
and Sound Fund.

The annual Open Door Coat Rack is a collaboration of area
churches that gathers and distributes winter coats, jackets, mittens,
hats, boots and all other manner of winter wear to those who may
not have the means to provide for themselves.
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In 2017, Open Door Coat Rack served approximately 1,100
children and adults with free winter coats, snow pants, boots, hats,
mittens, etc.
As the need continues to grow each year, so does the effort put
forth by volunteers.
Open Door Coat Rack needs your organizational and planning skills, and your ideas for reaching the
community. You are invited to consider the opportunity to serve in the planning, organizing and outreach for
this year’s Open Door Coat Rack in an open discussion on Thursday, September 6 at 7:00 pm at the
Grand Rapids United Methodist Church.
If you have any questions, please contact Lou at 218-327-1461. We hope to see you on
September 6th!
Sincerely,
Lou Becicka & Corinne Youso, Open Door Coat Rack Co-chairs
Be watching for future announcements on when we’ll be collecting winter wear (usually during October)
for the Open Door Coat Rack.

Tue

25
8:30a Preschool
10:00a Prayer Shawl
Ministry
4:00p Community Café’
4:30p Handbell Choir rehearsal

Church Office closed
afternoons
8:30a Preschool

17

Church Office closed
afternoons
8:30a Preschool

24

Church Office closed
afternoons
8:30a Preschool
4:45p Loon Country Board
6:30p ‘The Story’ Bible
Study

9:00a Outdoor Worship w/
Holy Communion
10:00a Kids Carnival &
Picnic lunch

16

9:00a Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:20a SS & Youth Classes

23

9:00a Worship wCommunion
10:20a SS, Youth & Adult
Classes ‘The Story’
6:30p Senior High Youth
Night

30

9:00a Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:20a SS, Youth & Adult
Classes ‘The Story’
2:00p Hospice Memorial
Service
6:30p Senior High Youth
Night

10

9 RALLY DAY!

8:30a Preschool
10:00a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group
1:00p Synod Event w/Bishop
4:30p Handbell Choir rehearsal
4:30p Loon Country Quilters
6:00p Church Council

18

8:30a Preschool
4:30p Handbell Choir rehearsal
5:30p Property Team meets
6:30p Preschool Volunteer
Training

11

Church Office closed

8:30a Preschool Cleanup Day
9:30a Women’s Conversation
Group
4:30p Handbell Choir rehearsal

3 LABOR DAY 4

9:00a Worship w/Holy
Communion

2

Mon

For most complete and up-to-date calendar, please visit
our website www.saintand.org.

Sun

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
5:30p Men’s Choir
6:30p Mixed Choir
6:30p FINK Night

26

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
3:30p WELCA Board
5:30p Men’s Choir
6:30p Mixed Choir
6:30p FINK Night

19

8:30a Preschool
6:00p New Members
Dinner & Class
7:00p Al Anon

27

8:30a Preschool
6:30p New Members Class
7:00p Al Anon

20

8:30a Preschool
4:30p Set Up for 38 Sale
5:30p Finance Team meets
7:00p Al Anon
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12
7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
3:30p Set Up for 38 Sale
5:30p Men’s Choir
6:30p Mixed Choir
6:30p FINK Service Project

5:00p Preschool Open House
6:00p Youth Team meets
6:30p Preschool Volunteer
Training
7:00p Al Anon

6

Thu

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool Cleanup Day
9:30a Quilting Group
12:00p Capital Appeal Team
3:30p WELCA Living Waters
Planning meeting
5:30p Men’s Choir
6:00p CFM Ministry Team
6:30p Mixed Choir
7:00p SS Teacher Orientation

5

Wed

SEPTEMBER 2018

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool
Capital Appeal Leadership
Gathering

28

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool

21

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool
3:00p Highway 38 Sale

14

Church Office closed

7

Fri

Preschool Fundraiser
4:30p Capital Appeal
Advanced Giving Event

29

22

8:00a Highway 38 Sale

15

8

Outdoor Wedding Eric
Watson & Kelsey Ellingson

1

Sat

21

22

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
‘The Story’ Classes for ALL Ages 10:20 am

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich
diversity of members.

CELEBRATE

God’s presence in our lives.

GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our
lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

