501 NW 16th Street, Grand Rapids, Minnesota 55744
(218) 326-8508
www.saintand.org

December 2018 &
January 2019

Celebrating Christmas
Enrich your Celebration of Christmas with the many
special events happening at St. Andrew’s
Sunday School Christmas program
Sunday, December 16—9:00 am worship

The kids have worked hard to bring you this wonderful program full of
traditional songs, beautiful costumes and the story of Jesus Christ’s birth…
Come and be a part of the fun!

Program rehearsal during Sunday school on December 2 and December 9.

Dress rehearsal for the program will be Saturday, December 15th at 3:00 pm.
All students are welcome to participate.

December 24 – Christmas Eve
3:00 pm & 5:30 pm

Christmas Eve Services
with animals & live
Nativity
10:30 pm Candlelight
Service with St. Andrew’s
Mixed Choir singing

Sunday of Carols and Anthems
Our worship service on Sunday,
December 9th will include
selections by the Handbell Choir,
Men’s and Mixed vocal choirs.
This annual service of message
and song has been an inspiration
to many and a joy for our choirs
to participate in. Please join us!

FROM PASTOR DAVE
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We are in the midst of the holiday season! Each year it seems that we race from Halloween to
Thanksgiving, to Christmas and then on to New Years. Throw in a birthday or two and a handful of concerts
and some holiday parties and the schedules fill up. I have a suggestion: instead of a mad dash through the
holidays, reframe this time as the “holy days” – that’s where the word holidays comes from! Instead of being
offended by a clerk saying “happy holidays,” choose to hear – and maybe even respond - “Happy Holy
Days.” (As long as I’m on a soap box here, I never really understood why some Christians insist on keeping
Christ in Christmas with the greeting “Merry Christmas.” Merry Christmas sounds like something Santa Claus
would say, more so than something Jesus would say!)
Reframing the holidays as holy days might mean looking for signs of God’s presence and activity all
around you – at the church and in the community. Where do you see the poor and less fortunate being cared
for? Where do you see and hear Good News being shared? How is love being extended? More specifically,
how are you caring for the less fortunate? How are you sharing Good News? How are you extending the love
of God? In other words, how are you being the presence and activity of God in the lives of others, both near
and far?
Reframing the holidays as holy days might shift your focus off of all the meals and festivities, to being
intentional about connecting and relating to people in your hectic lives. Have caring and more leisurely
conversations with your family and friends. Make that phone call to someone you know might be a bit lonely
(with cell phone plans these days it probably won’t cost you any more than if you didn’t make that call!). Spend
time doing something with someone you love. Make that time of doing holy time – a holy day.
Doing. My brother Peter loves to be doing some kind of project when he comes Up North. Felling
trees. Spreading gravel. Building a shed. Painting the cabin. Leveling a shed. Over the Thanksgiving holy day,
he was all about figuring out how to build a Cross County ski groomer/tracker for us to use at our place on
Bass Lake. So we spent time watching YouTube videos, and looking at plans. We went scavenging for materials
in the barn and at the wood shed at the resort. We even cleared a path through the woods. But more so than
getting something done, (we didn’t build anything yet; we’re still in the pondering phase) what made this a holy
day was time spent with each other.
If/when we build a groomer/tracker, it’ll be great having a track/path to follow that’s uniform. I won’t
have to work so hard in going straight when I ski. My skis won’t be shooting out left and right. I might get
some kick and glide going on.
Having a path to follow in our lives of faith is important too. Jesus is that path for us. We look to Jesus
– the Way, the Truth and the Life, to find our way, and to discover the truth and to experience life. We follow
Jesus’ example of unconditional love and serving others selflessly as we navigate the roads of life. Jesus’ values,
Jesus’ ways, Jesus’ priorities are the tracks that we over in which keep us from veering left and right.
During these holy days, may we be open to experiencing the Holy One – and to sharing the Holy One
through the seemingly ordinary. That’s how Jesus came in the first place – a seemingly ordinary baby, born to
rather ordinary people, without a lot of fanfare. But the Holy One He was.
Happy Holy Days!
Pastor Dave
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UPDATE ON CAPITAL APPEAL
First of all, many thanks to those who have given sacrificially to this appeal or who have made
plans to do so over the course of the three-year appeal timeline. Your generosity is ensuring
that the mission and ministry of St. Andrew’s continues to make a difference in the lives of
people in this community and beyond.
To date, we have received pledges for about $304,000, of which approximately $83,000 has
already been received. After paying for the appeal costs ($27,000 to Kairos and Associates;
$1,700 per diem to our consultant; $4,500 for printing and mailing costs), we have about
$53,000 available to us right now to complete projects that would otherwise not be funded.
It is true that our pledges to date reflect half of what we had hoped for. Some have asked “why is that?” The simple
answer is that we – members of St. Andrew’s’ – have not yet responded as we had hoped. But that could change in a
moment, with the next phone call or the next person to walk in the offices of the church. Very often, an appeal like this
will receive one or two gifts in the range of $150,000 over the three years. Had that happened – and if it still does – we
would be very close to our goal. I had a conversation just today in which I learned that another congregation doing an
appeal just received a gift from one family of $295,000. It happens.
I ask you to join me in praying fervently for this kind of ministry changing generosity to happen. I also invite those of you
who have not yet responded to the appeal to do so. I know that the majority of you know the importance of having a
welcoming center for mission, where people gather to learn and grow and worship, and from which people are sent out
to be the presence of God. Again, please be in prayer.
And yet, even if we do not meet our goal this time around, we have no reason to hang our heads low. It is time to
celebrate all that the appeal will make possible. Even now, the Site Care and Planning Team (aka “property committee”)
is seeking to firm up a plan and to get additional bids on how we can repair our roof. While the plan might change, the
most recent thought is to put trusses over the flat roof over the Youth Room and storage room to prevent the leaking that
has been happening. A similar approach might be taken for a part of the flat roof over the narthex. IF this can happen in
our cold weather season, I think the Congregation Council will authorize that. If we have to wait until Spring, the
Council may decide to move ahead with other projects inside, as they know many are expecting something visible to
happen sooner rather than later, now that we have received funds from the appeal. The giving the congregation has done
through the appeal is what will allow for the chosen project(s) to be done. And that is worth celebrating!!
Pastor Dave

I know there’s more information on the youth pages – especially about the upcoming

Information Meeting on January 6 about this coming summer’s youth trips, but I wanted to get
the word out: There will be a trip into the BWCAW – Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness - July 14-20, 2019, for youth who have completed grades 9-12. Space is
limited to 7 youth. We are going through Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry (Camp Vermilion and
Camp Hiawatha) and will therefore have a counselor/guide with us and we will have one adult
from St. Andrew’s as well, which take up 2 of the 9 people who can enter the BWCAW under
each permit. The cost is $344/youth assuming we have 7 youth. All gear and food is
provided! Check out your calendars, and come to the information meeting on the evening of
Sunday January 6th after the Epiphany Event.
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We are already about 1/3 of our way through our journey through The Story. It has been and will continue to be our
focus for worship and Sunday School as well as adult studies and personal reading all the way through May. Even if
you’ve not yet begun, you can at any time! We will order additional copies of The Story. You can join the study group
any Sunday following worship!
However, please note that we are taking a 3 week “break” from The Story in December so that we can focus on Advent
and the Christmas Season. The schedule for December and January follows:
DATE

CHAPTER OF THE STORY

THEME

BIBLICAL REFERENCES

Dec 2

#10 Standing Tall, Falling Hard

Saul

1 Samuel 1-4, 8-13, 15

Dec 9

#11 From Shepherd to King

David

1 Samuel 16-18, 24, 31,
2 Samuel 6, 22
1 Chronicles 17, Psalm 59

NOTE: 3-week break from The Story for Advent and Christmas focus
Jan 6

#12 The Trials of a King

David

2 Samuel 11-12, 18-19,
1 Chronicles 22, 29
Psalms 23, 32, 51

Jan 13

#13 The King Who Had It All

Solomon

1 Kings 1-8, 10-11,
2 Chronicles 5-7,
Proverbs 1-3, 6, 20-21

Jan 20

#14 A Kingdom Torn in Two

Rehoboam/Jeroboam

Jan 27

#15 God's Messengers

Prophets

1 Kings 12-16

1 Kings 17-19, 2 Kings 2, 4, 6,
Hosea 4-5, 8-9, 14,
Amos 1, 3-5, 9

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
Annual Meeting
January 27, 2019
10:20 am
All members of St. Andrew’s are strongly encouraged to attend.
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Christmas Eve—behind the scenes
Volunteers are being sought for characters in
the Christmas Eve adult live nativity during the
3:00 pm and 5:30 pm worship services on
Monday, December 24. Also, help is needed to
assist with costumes and to help assemble
fencing for the animals in the live nativity
outside. In addition, help will be needed to
assemble the outdoor Nativity stable and
fences, clear the hillside path of snow, and set

out and light the luminaries (this is a great
family activity) in the parking lot on Christmas
Eve. There are sign-up sheets posted in the
Narthex. Please call the church office at 3268508 and talk to Angie if you have any
questions.

Advent/Christmas Schedule - 2018
Saturday, December 1
9:00 am -- Decorate Sanctuary for Advent
Sunday, December 2 -- First Sunday in Advent
9:00 am -- Worship Service with Holy Communion
10:20 am -- Sunday School Christmas program rehearsal
10:20 am -- ‘The Story’ Bible Study for all ages
Sunday, December 9 -- Second Sunday in Advent
9:00 am -- Worship Service with Holy Communion and special music by the Handbell, Men’s & Mixed Choirs
10:20 am -- Sunday School Christmas program rehearsal
10:20 am -- ‘The Story’ Bible Study for all ages
2:30 pm -- Grand Rapids Area Male Chorus Concert
2:00-7:00 pm -- Festival of Lights at Camp Hiawatha
Saturday, December 15
3:00 pm -- Sunday School Christmas Program rehearsal
Sunday, December 16 -- Third Sunday in Advent
9:00 am -- Sunday School Christmas Program at Worship
3:00 pm -- Itasca Community Chorus Concert
Sunday, December 23 -- Fourth Sunday in Advent
9:00 am -- Worship Service with Holy Communion
Monday, December 24 -- Christmas Eve
3:00 pm and 5:30 pm -- Christmas Eve Services
with adult nativity and live animals on the hillside
10:30 pm -- Christmas Eve Worship Service with candlelight
and special music by the Mixed Choir
Tuesday, December 25 -- Christmas Day - church office closed all day
Sunday, December 30
9:00 am -- Worship Service with Holy Communion
Tuesday, January 1 -- New Year’s Day - church office closed all day
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
Pewter ornaments FOR SALE
$10.00 each
All proceeds benefit the Sight & Sound Fund
Check with the church office to purchase

Second Harvest North Central Food Bank
"Giving Tree"
We are again participating in the "Giving Tree" Itasca Holiday Program.
The purpose of the Itasca Holiday Program is to provide two nonviolent
educational gifts and a book for children ages one year to 12 years old
who are from families who are working but could use assistance.
All toys, etc. must be returned unwrapped to St.
Andrew's Lutheran by Wednesday, December 12th.
Please drop your donations in the large wrapped box in
the Narthex.

ELCA Good Gifts - Advent Tree
A special tree with Good Gifts ornaments is set up
outside the church office. You can give chicks,
honey bees, a goat, a pig, fruit trees or school fees,
even a COW! and more. If we fulfilled all the
ornaments on the tree, St. Andrew’s will have
donations close to $3,000 to the ELCA Good Gifts
project. Checks can be made payable to St.
Andrew’s and indicate “Good Gifts” in the memo of
your check.

Epiphany—Sunday, January 6, 2019
Join us starting at 4:00 pm on January 6th to ‘undecorate’ St. Andrew’s, share a
light meal together, burn the Christmas trees and have the chalking of the
church as we celebrate Epiphany. We invite you to place your Christmas tree on the
west end of our parking lot if you would like to contribute yours.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY We will not meet in December. Please enjoy this special Advent/
Christmas with your family and friends. We will meet in 2019 on January 22, February 26, March 26,
April 23, and May 28 at 10:00 in Fellowship Hall. Mark your 2019 calendar now.
TO ALL THE CONGREGATION REGARDING PRAYER SHAWLS: We have many beautiful prayer
shawls available in the church office, so if you know of someone who needs God’s love, prayers, comfort, and warmth this Advent/Christmas, please consider giving them a prayer shawl.

Members of the PRAYER CHAIN are
ready to offer confidential help and
support through prayer. Please call Jean
Gardner at 999-9890 or Gail Olijnek at
326-2431 with your prayer requests.
Annual Report - All committee r epor ts
need to be in the church office no later than
Thursday, January 10 for inclusion in the
2018 Annual Report. Thank you for being
on time with your information.

RASCALS will meet Thursday, December 13th
at 5:00 pm for fellowship and
dinner. As has been our tradition,
we'll have a white elephant gift
exchange and sing Christmas
carols. It's always fun, so please
sign up on the kiosk. The meal cost is $9.00.
Please make checks payable to Jean Gardner.
Rascals will also meet Thursday, January 11th.
Anita Williams will present the program on her
recent trip to Antarctica. You won’t want to miss
it! The meal cost is also $9.00. Please watch for
sign up sheet on the kiosk.

Grand Rapids Area Male Chorus and Friends present a Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 9 at 2:30 pm
The Grand Rapids Area Male Chorus and Friends will present their annual Christmas Concert Sunday,
December 9, 2:30 pm, at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids. Joining the chorus for the
performance will be the St. Andrew’s Handbell Choir and Ross Larson, pianist. The concert will include
both sacred and secular songs of the holiday season. Refreshments will be served following the
performance. There is no admission charge, but a free will offering will be taken.

Itasca Community Chorus Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 16 at 3:00 pm
The Itasca Community Chorus will present a on Sunday, December 16 at 3:00 pm at St. Andrew’s. Providing
prelude and postlude music will be a Handbell Choir comprised of members of St. Andrew’s, Zion, Our
Redeemer Lutheran Churches and Community Presbyterian Church. The concert will include songs of the
holiday season. Refreshments will be served following the concert by St. Andrew’s Youth. Cost is $10/adults;
students, children and veterans Free. Tickets can be purchased from any chorus member or at the door. Freewill offering taken for refreshments which will benefit St. Andrew’s Youth Ministry.
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St. Andrew’s Youth News

December 2018
& January 2019

Senior High Youth –
th

th

9 -12 Grades, Sunday nights from 6:30-8pm
Meet in the Youth Room for a night of FUN, FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP!
All are welcome!
***December 16th we are serving refreshments for the Itasca Community Chorus concert and then
having youth group afterwards. Dinner will be provided for you! Arrive at 3:00 pm! Thanks!
***There won’t be youth group on the 23rd or 30th of December…Merry Christmas!
***On January 6th, instead of our normal youth group, we will be joining our church family for an
evening of Epiphany fun! Starting at 4:00 pm, we will help un-decorate the church, have a meal
together, burn Christmas trees, and have the annual Chalking of the Church Blessing. Afterwards,
parents and youth are invited to stick around for information about the New Orleans Mission Trip
and Boundary Waters Trip this summer and get order forms for our Superbowl Pizza Fundraiser.
***January 13th we will be having dinner together prior to youth group at 6:00 pm. Come fill up on
food and faith!
*** Parents and Youth…sign up for Remind 101 messages for announcements and reminders. Text
(918)289-2486 with the message @6ea6d to join the Senior High Youth Group.

Senior High Summer Trip Opportunities
This summer 9th-12th graders are invited to go with Nikki on a mission trip to
New Orleans, LA in June AND/OR a Boundary Waters Canoe Trip with Pastor
Dave in July! You can do both if you choose! For more information about
these trips, stick around after the annual Epiphany evening on January 6th. We
will also be talking about fundraising and kicking off our Superbowl Pizza Fundraiser.

Super Bowl Pizza Sales! Don’t miss out on your chance to order handmade pizzas for
your super bowl party and support our summer New Orleans Mission Trip at the same
time! Youth will be in the fellowship hall taking orders for these delicious pizzas starting
Sunday, January 6th. Pizzas will be assembled by the youth on Saturday, February 2nd and
will be available for pick up on Sunday, February 3rd after worship. Great for the Big game
or to freeze for quick and tasty meals later on!
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Middle School Monthly Youth Group
6th, 7th and 8th grades
Sunday, January 13th from 4:30-6:30pm (dinner provided!)
Come see what it’s all about! Friends welcome too!

Middle School Youth Group
6th – 8th Grade
We are going to try something a little new! One Sunday a month, starting in January, we
are going to have a middle school youth group from 4:30-6:00 pm on Sunday nights with
a meal from 6:00-6:30 pm. After the meal, High School Youth will meet as usual. This
time together will be filled with crazy activities, great conversations, and fun-filled
faithfulness!
Youth Group is different from Fink nights…during Confirmation, kids dig deep and learn
what it means to be a Lutheran through scripture. At Youth Group, we take what we’ve
learned or will learn, and apply to the faith life we are leading right now. And YES, you
can do that with silly games, scavenger hunts and more!
Our first Middle School Youth Group will be January 13th! It’s going to be awesome!
Friends are always welcome too!
Parents…if you have kids in BOTH age groups and don’t feel like driving back and forth too
much, kids are welcome to bring homework, a book or other entertaining devices with
them for their sibling’s group time!
To get announcements and reminders regarding Middle School Youth, join our Remind
101 group. Text (918)289-2486 with the message @pastormega to join!
(if you can’t tell, Pastor Megan started this group!)

College/Military Christmas Care Packages
As a service project, the youth will be packing up care packages for our college kids getting ready for finals and our military family members. If you
would like a family member to receive a package, please email
saintand@saintand.org with the request and address.

If you have any questions, concerns or comments, please contact Nikki Rud - office 3268508, Cell – call or text (218) 259-9129, email nikki@saintand.org
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St. Andrew’s Sunday School Youth (S.A.S.S.Y.)
3 yr. olds-8th Grade, Sunday mornings from 10:20-11:20am
Dec. 2nd – Christmas Program rehearsal and Lesson #10, “Messages from God”
Dec. 9th – Christmas Program rehearsal and Lesson #11, “From Shepherd to King”
Dec. 16th – Christmas Party!
(The Christmas Programs dress rehearsal will be Saturday, December 15th at 3:00 pm and
the Program will be during 9:00 am worship service on the 16th)
Dec. 23rd & 30th – No Sunday School – Merry Christmas!
Jan. 6th – #12, “A Good King Makes a Bad Choice”
Jan. 13th – Lesson #13, “The King Who Had it All”
Jan. 20th – Lesson #14, “A Kingdom Torn in Two”
Jan. 27th – Group Movie and Popcorn! (Fireside Room – the Annual Meeting will be in the
Sanctuary)
Parents and Guardians:
***We will be starting AND ending our Sunday School hour in the Sanctuary. Kids will need to
be signed out for safety reasons…thank you for understanding!
***To help keep things flowing well on Sunday mornings, we are starting a new Sunday School
Express Lane for kids to pick up their after-worship snacks before the Sunday School hour
starts. There will be a table off to side of the serving window just for them!
***To receive announcements and reminders via text and/or email, join the Remind 101 Sunday School Group. Text (918)289-2486 with the message @pastormeg to join.

the Sunday School Christmas Program!
December 16th, during worship
The kids have worked hard to bring you this wonderful program full of
traditional songs, beautiful costumes and the story of Jesus Christ’s birth…
Come and be a part of the fun!

Thank You Notes
Dear St. Andrew’s Members and Prayer Chain,
Thank you to the St. Andrews family for all the
prayers as we were dealing with health issues. The
burden was lightened with your support.
Peace, Vicky Lorenz
The Women of ELCA send a special thanks for
another successful fall bazaar. We are most grateful to
Cathy Snowden, kitchen and luncheon coordinator,
Belinda Carlson in charge of the cookie walk, Cindy
Busby, in charge of the very successful lefse project on
October 26-27, and Myrna Peterson and the youth
group for baking cookies, as well as all of the other
members baking cookies for our cookie walk. Thanks
to the quilters and Corrine, the art work, crafts, baked
and canned goods, and Equal Exchange for a nice
assortment of items to sell. We also want to thank the
members that helped set up and cleanup, and for those
that shopped at our bazaar.
Blessings, Women of the ELCA
Thank you to ALL the faithful volunteers that help
out at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in so many ways
throughout the year. Whether it be stuffing envelopes,
assembling bulletins and newsletters, special projects,
office coverage for vacations, numerous building and
equipment improvements, the list goes on and on…
THANK YOU!!
Angela Olson, Parish Secretary

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
Thank you for your recent donation to the “Open
Your Heart Summer Challenge!” Your gift will allow us
to leverage additional dollars to put more food on the
shelves at Second Harvest. Many times people have to
choose between buying food or payment bills. Thank
you!
Second Harvest Board Member-Diane Skelly
We would like to take this time to thank you for
participating in the Itasca Community Connect event
this year. The quality and quantity of the quilts this year
were better than ever! If you could have seen the faces
of some of the people that were lucky enough to receive
a quilt, you would know that this is truly a gift from
heart to heart. All the time, effort and love that you put
into each of these masterpieces is truly appreciated.
Your help and thoughtfulness make this event so much
better for those who need these services. We look
forward to working with you again next year to make
this event even better.
Libby Peterson & Kay Mueller

Pastoral Acts
Funeral
November 2
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Leonn Keith Greiner

Special Gifts
To the Memorial Fund in memory of Leonn Greiner by: Janet Greiner $1300; Harold & Diane
Goetzman $25; Bruce & Diane Mangseth $25; Greg & Carla Taylor $50; Cheryl Sjostrand
$50; Todd & Laura Gill $50; Kevin & Glenda Olson $100; Terry & Diane Weber $50; Dave
& Kathy Kooda $25; Myrna Peterson $25; Ron & Nancy Axtell $50; J.L. Kleven $20; David
Matteson $50; Gordon & Donna Thostenson $10; David & Susan Harwood $25; Margaret
Christensen $25; Lynn DeGrio $25; T & S Chapin $25; Darcy Reich $25; Gordon & Bonnie
Snyder $25; Martin & Darlene Jensen $20; Clarence Blaine $50; Joe & Meg Muller $30; Janet
Greiner $65; Krislyn Mattei $25
To the Good Samaritan Fund in memory of Leonn Greiner by: Don & Belinda Carlson $50;
Wanda Clark $20
To the Sight & Sound Fund in memory of Leonn Greiner by: Tom & Eileen Grosland $25; Barry
& Angela Olson $25; Les & Linda Flom $50
To the Capital Appeal Fund in memory of Leonn Greiner by: Peter & Marj Lavalier $25; Jim &
Gail Olijnek $50; Mike & Ardy Flaherty $50;

We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to do the giving
you want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card. Giving online is easy and allows you
to either make a one-time contribution or to set up automatic recurring contributions. Simply visit
the church website at www.saintand.org and click on the DONATE button. Or, donate from your
smart phone. Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s QR code reader. (Many free
code readers are available at your app store.) Contributions can be made to either the General Fund
to support our many ministries or to the Sight and Sound Fund.
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Would you find it helpful to have your offerings debited directly from your bank
account as you probably do with other obligations? St. Andr ew’s offers electronic
giving for those of you who wish to have contributions transferred electronically to the
church’s account. If you have plans to travel or will be gone during the winter months,
electronic giving gives you a convenient way to keep up with your intended offerings.
‘Simply Giving’ is easy and convenient. If you would like to set up a convenient process
for consistent giving to St. Andrew’s, please contact the church office at 326-8508.

Please note: all financial donations must be in the

church office by Sunday, December 30 to have them
applied to your 2018 contributions. St. Andrew’s
financial books close December 31, 2018. A final
deposit for 2018 will be made Monday, December 31
before 12:00 noon. Any donations received after
December 31 will be applied to 2019 donations.

The Altar Guild is responsible for many aspects of worship
here at St. Andrew's. Please consider joining us in our duties
of baking communion bread, setting up for communion
services, changing of the banners and paraments, attending
to the candles and tapers and care of the Acolyte robes.
Please contact Myrna Peterson at 301–6028 or by email
myrnakay67@gmail.com to join!
Hello fellow churches,
It is time for Christmas again . Grace House is beginning to start collecting items for gifts for guest.
Some items we will be looking for are:

PJ pants











socks (male and female)
robes
full size hygiene products
Towel sets
Chap stick
gloves
journals
pens
any other gift items

All the support is appreciated. If there is any questions please contact Jessica Mohn, Volunteer Coordinator at Grace House
jess@gracehousemn.org
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Linking Women Together

Women's Group News

Diane Hannah, Co-Chair
Diane Mangseth, Co-Chair

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength." Mark 12:30

Equal Exchange Coffee
The holidays are a special time to
share fellowship with family and
friends, and to consider how we
affect the lives of our neighbors
down the street and around the
world. When you give gifts of
fairly traded coffee, tea and cocoa from Equal Exchange,
you are giving not just once but twice: to your loved
ones and to small-scale farmers and their families
around the world.
Every package represents a
commitment
of
social
justice,
environmental
stewardship and building long-term partnerships with
farming communities. Coffee, tea, baking cocoa, hot
cocoa, almonds and chocolate bars will be on sale
Sunday, December 2 and also January 6. Stop at the
Equal Exchange table for details on those Sundays. You
can also purchase coffee during the week through the
church office.
Quilting Ministry
WE NEED MORE HELP!! Please consider joining us on
Wednesdays 9:30-11:30 am in the Fireside Room to help
us make quilts to be used for those in need overseas, in
other parts of the U.S. and also locally. No experience is
necessary.
We could use a few more people on
Wednesdays. Come try it out. If you can’t make it every
week, just come when you can. Another way you can
help would be ot pick up a quilt top kit, take it home and
sew it together according to the instructions. They are
located in a bin in the Fellowship Hall. Help us make this
a record year for LWR quilts. Questions? Call Gail
Shoemaker 245-1202.
Another very successful fall bazaar was held this year on
Saturday, November 10. As usual, there were a lot of
ladies waiting at the door for the 9:00 a.m. opening. A
special thanks to Cathy Snowden, kitchen and luncheon
coordinator, Belinda Carlson, in charge of the Cookie
Walk, and Cindy Busby, in charge of the very successful
lefse project. Myrna Peterson had the youth baking

cookies this year as well as many other members, so we
did not run out of cookies for the Cookie Walk. Thanks to
the quilters, the art work, crafts, baked goods, canned
goods and Equal Exchange for a nice assortment of items
to sell. The preschool sale of wreaths was also a good
addition to this event. This is our annual fundraising
event, and the proceeds from our account will go towards
the Capital Appeal, the Scholarship fund, VLM
Camperships, Good Samaritan Fund, Second Harvest
Food Bank, Grace House, VBS, St. Andrew’s Preschool and
to stock our kitchen and for kitchen repairs. Thank you
everyone who participated!

October 30, eight St. Andrew’s students professed their
faith at their Affirmation of Baptism. Pictured above is
the cake WELCA provided in their honor during coffee
time. Congratulations to all our Confirmands.
Sunday Coffee Hour…
Thank you for your Christian hospitality to
help Sunday coffee time be a success.
Contact your group leader and volunteer
your help.
December leader is Myrna Peterson.
Allison Ahcan
Mike Ahcan
Dara Alto
Gayle Anderson
Jennie Anderson
Jen Balzum
Kathleen Blake
Lori Bondhus
Melissa Brooks
Nancy Buescher
Donna Bundermann
Wanda Clark

Linking Women Together
December continued…
Freya Dick
Barb Estey
Sherry Frick
Patti Greniger
Monica Holcomb
Amanda Horton
Patty Janssen
Renee Johnson
Rick Linner
Heidi Magner
Kimberlee Morse
Angela Olson
Lisa Rajala
Laurie Salo
Edith Segerstrom
Nancy Sura
Betsy Trevena
Jeff Wunderlich

Janet Erickson
Carrie Fowler
Brad Gallop
Andrea Hofstad
Kelli Holmbeck
Katrina Jacobson
Mary Johnson
Laurie Lease
Tammy Madsen
Pamela Matteson
Jeannine Moss
Trisha Peterson
Renata Rogalla
Roger Salo
Ruth Seibert
Aaron Swanson
Julie Weitzel

January leader is Marjorie Lavalier.
Amy Adamson
Dawn Altobelli
Nancy Axtell
Kristen Bergstrand
Kirstiane Bilyeu
Jeanette Bishop
David Bjerk
Petra Botsford
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continued...

Katherine Burns-Christenson
Jeremy Cable
Elizabeth Carlson
Kory Cease
Jessica Colter
Marlys Curtiss
Tara Dingmann
Bob Erdman
Marie Flicker
Carol Forneris
Jackie Gallop
Melissa Greiner
Jane Hallam
Paula Hedin
Jean Heitzman
Breanna Holgate
Michelle Ingle
Jeri Jurvelin
Beverly Kiger
Lorrie Larson
Sarah Litchke
Carol Luoma
Cheryl Martinetto
Elizabeth McCowen
Jody Miller
Pat Nordskog
Delores Nydahl
Eva O’Claire
Gloria Pelkey
Kelly Picht
Diane Pittenger
Jessica Puddicombe
Nancy Reilley
Christel Rowe
Mary Roy
Lynn Rusch
Cathy Rydberg
Lynn Scherf
Lynette Schmidt
Tia Stark
Jan Stenson
Kim Thompson
Wayne Thorson
Jodi Warner
Irene Weller
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 16, 2018

In attendance: Pastor David Anderson, John Saccoman, Renata Rogalla, Jim Martinetto, Byron Snowden, Barry Olson,
Alan Anderberg, Nikki Rud, Gretchen Bachman, Steve Teff, Cindy Busby
Absent: Kim Jamtgaard, Marj Lavalier
Devotions: John Saccoman
Additions to Agenda: Bibles for 3rd graders presentation date
Pastor’s Report: Pastor David commented on the healthy palpable energy and enthusiasm at St. Andrew’s revolving
around our emphasis on “The Story” and our C/Y/F ministries and Nikki. A new computer was purchased with the
proceeds from the Pie and Service Auction.
Children, Youth and Family Ministry Report: Nikki provided a report of goings on with C/Y/F ministry. Highway 38 sale
profits were $2540.50. Religious Release; volunteers are needed. Kids will be going to the “Field of Screams” in
Chisholm in lieu of a haunted trail. A summer trip is planned to go to the South Dakota Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.
Volunteer drivers will be needed.
Secretary’s Report: The report was reviewed. A motion was made by Jim Martinetto, seconded by Barry Olson to accept
the minutes as written. Motion carried
Treasurer’s Report: Having applied for the storm water utility credit, we are seeing a $300.00 per month reduction in our
utility bill. A reminder that donations to the capital appeal will NOT be comingled with donations for the general fund. The
contract with Peterson Accounting for 2019 continues to be reviewed. At the recommendation of the finance committee,
line item 5110 regarding Lutheran Social Services benevolence has been put back into the budget. A motion was made
by Cindy Busby, seconded by Byron Snowden to accept the treasurer’s report. Motion carried
Old Business:
a. Capital Appeal Update; provided in the Pastor’s report. An FYI, that the response packets have been distributed.
b and c: Both subjects, the Peterson Accounting contract for 2019 and the inclusion of line item 5110 regarding LSS
were presented as part of the treasurer’s report.
d. 2019 Budget review and discussion continues.
e. Stained Glass; no update as yet.
New Business:
a. Proposal for amendment to St. Andrew’s constitution regarding treasurer position; after some discussion, it was
decided that the current language, regarding allowing a non-council member to assist in treasurer duties, is sufficient
and there is no need to make any changes.
b. Facility Policy; tabled
c. 3rd quarter financial review forum will be presented on October 21 at 8:00 a.m. prior to the church service.
d. Gretchen Bachman provided a revised, simplified Time and Talent form, asking us to review and provide feedback to
her of any additions and/or changes to the document. FINK, should be defined. Lines will be added requesting
people include their names, addresses and telephone numbers to their completed Time and Talent sheets.

Council Minutes – Page Two
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e. Presentation of Bibles to 3rd grade students; John questioned why the date of October 21 was selected for presentation
as it is MEA weekend when many people go out of town. This can be reviewed/changed in 2019
Upcoming Calendar Events: Watch the church bulletins and the church newsletter for upcoming events the balance of
October and the month of November.
Next council meeting: November 20, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. in the fireside room.
Devotions will be provided by Kim Jamtgaard.
Meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Minutes submitted by Cindy Busby
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3

8:30a Preschool
6:30p ‘The Story’ Bible Study
7:00p GR Male Chorus
rehearsal

10

8:30a Preschool
6:00p Cub Scouts
6:30p ‘The Story’ Bible Study

17

8:30a Preschool
6:00p Cub Scouts Carnival/
Christmas Party

2

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion
10:20a ‘The Story” SS Classes
6:30p Senior High Youth Night

9

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion
10:20a ‘The Story” SS Classes
2:30p GR Male Chorus Concert
6:30p Senior High Youth Night

16

9:00a SS Christmas Program

3:00 & 5:30p Worship with
Holy Communion and
Live Nativity
10:30p Candlelight Worship

31

9:00a Worship with Holy Communion

30

9:00a Worship with Holy Communion

24

23

2:30p Itasca Community Chorus
Concert
6:30p Senior High Youth Night

Mon

Sun

Church Office closed

JAN 1
NEW YEAR’S DAY

Church Office closed

DAY

25 CHRISTMAS

8:30a Preschool
4:30p Loon Country Quilters
6:30p Church Council meets

18

8:30a Preschool
9:30a ‘The Story’ Bible Study
5:30p Site Care & Property
Team meets
6:30p Healthy Habits Support
Group

11

8:30a Preschool
9:30a ‘The Story’ Bible Study

4

Tue

26

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting group
11a Preschool Christmas
Program
12:30p Release Time
5:30p Men’s Choir
6:00p Youth Group
6:30p Mixed Choir

19

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting group
4:30p Handbell Choir
5:30p Men’s Choir
6:30p Mixed Choir

12

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting group
12:30p Release Time
4:30p Handbell Choir
5:30p Men’s Choir
6:30p Mixed Choir
6:30p FINK Night

5

Wed

Church Office closed

28

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool

21

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool

14

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool

7

Fri

29

22

3:00p Sunday School Program
Rehearsal

15

4:30p Al Anon Family Group
Christmas Celebration

8

9:00a Advent Decorating

1

Sat

For most complete and up-to-date calendar, please visit
our website www.saintand.org.

7:00p Al Anon

27

8:30a Preschool
11a Preschool Christmas
Program
4:30p Church Council
7:00p Al Anon

20

8:30a Preschool
5:00p Rascals
5:30p Finance Team meets
7:00p Al Anon
7:00p Community Chorus
rehearsal

13

8:30a Preschool
6:00p Youth Team
7:00p Al Anon

6

Thu

DECEMBER 2018

18

8:30a Preschool
Church Office closed Monday
afternoons
6:00p Cub Scouts
6:30p ‘The Story’ Bible Study

14

8:30a Preschool
Church Office closed Monday
afternoons
6:00p Cub Scouts
6:30p ‘The Story’ Bible Study

21

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion
10:20a ‘The Story’ Sunday
School classes
4:00p Epiphany Event
6:30p Senior High Youth Night

13

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion
10:20p 2019 Budget Presented
10:20a ‘The Story’ Sunday
School classes
4:30p Middle School Youth Group
6:00p Youth Group Meal served
6:30p Senior High Youth Night

20

28

8:30a Preschool
Church Office closed Monday
afternoons
6:00p Cub Scouts
6:30p ‘The Story’ Bible Study

27

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion
10:20a Annual Meeting
10:20a ‘The Story’ Sunday
School classes
6:30p Senior High Youth Night

Church Office closed
4:30p Loon Country Quilters
Board meets
6:30p ‘The Story’ Bible Study

Martin L. King, Jr.
Day

7

6 EPIPHANY

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion
10:20a ‘The Story’ Sunday
School classes
6:30p Senior High Youth Night

Mon

Sun

8:30a Preschool
9:30a ‘The Story’ Bible Study

29

8:30a Preschool
9:30a ‘The Story’ Bible Study
10:00a Prayer Shawl Ministry
4:00p Community Café

22

8:30a Preschool
9:30a ‘The Story’ Bible Study
4:30p Loon Country Quilters
6:00p Church Council meets

15

8:30a Preschool
9:30a ‘The Story’ Bible Study
5:30p Site Care & Property
Team meets
6:30p Heathy Habits Support
Group

8

7:00a Men’s Breakfast-Forest Lake
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:30p Hadnbell Choir
5:30p Men’s Choir rehearsal
6:30 p Mixed Choir rehearsal
6:30p FINK Night

30

7:00a Men’s Breakfast-Forest Lake
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
4:30p Hadnbell Choir
5:30p Men’s Choir rehearsal
6:30 p Mixed Choir rehearsal

23

7:00a Men’s Breakfast-Forest Lake
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:30p Hadnbell Choir
5:30p Men’s Choir rehearsal
6:30 p Mixed Choir rehearsal
6:30p FINK Night

16

7:00a Men’s Breakfast-Forest Lake
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
4:30p Hadnbell Choir
5:30p Men’s Choir rehearsal
6:30 p Mixed Choir rehearsal

9

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool

31

8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

24

8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

17

8:30a Preschool
5:00p Rascals
5:30p Finance Team meets
7:00p Al Anon

10

8:30a Preschool
6:00p Youth Team
7:00p Al Anon

7:00a Men’s Breakfast-Forest Lake
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:30p Hadnbell Choir
5:30p Men’s Choir rehearsal
6:30 p Mixed Choir rehearsal
6:30p FINK Night

Church Office closed

3

2

1 NEW YEARS’
DAY

Thu

Wed

Tue

JANUARY 2019

26

19

12

5

Sat

For most complete and up-to-date
calendar, please visit our website
www.saintand.org.

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool

25

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool

18

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool

11

Church Office closed
8:30a Preschool

4

Fri
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Sunday school for all ages 10:20 am

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich
diversity of members.

CELEBRATE

God’s presence in our lives.

GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our
lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

