
   

501 NW 16th Street, Grand Rapids, Minnesota 55744  
(218) 326-8508       www.saintand.org    March 2019 

FROM PASTOR DAVE 

Have you ever done something that necessitated saying òIõm sorryó to someone?  Maybe you betrayed a trust.  Maybe 
you were speaking out of turn or speaking in half-truths.  Maybe something you did or said offended or hurt someone 
you care about.  It could be a misunderstanding that needs to be cleared up, or perhaps a whole new start or an 
amendment of ways is required so that reconciliation and healing can occur.  I cannot imagine that anyone has not had 
experiences like these.  If and when anything like this happens, it is time to be intentional and to say òIõm sorry.ó  And, if 
true, it is time to say òI was wrongó and òPlease forgive me.ó  So simple.  So difficult. 

Iõm thinking about these three powerful and yet challenging sentences we might need to speak to people as they are 
essentially what we often focus on in the season of Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6th.  Lent is that 
time of the church year ð more so than any other time ð when we reflect on our own shortcomings in our relationship 
with God.  How have we wandered away or grown distant from God? What might we need to say òIõm sorryó for?  

Perhaps Iõve lived in a way that is absolutely the opposite of showing and living love for others.   Iõm sorry.  I was 
wrong.  Please forgive me. 

Perhaps Iõve begun using the Lordõs name in vain, not really meaning much of it.  But isnõt that why we arenõt 
supposed to do that?  The Lordõs name is supposed to mean something.  Iõm sorry.  I was wrong.  Please forgive 
me. 

Perhaps I have been greedy and stingy in the face of others struggling to even survive ð locally or globally.  Iõm 
sorry.  I was wrong.  Please forgive me. 

Perhaps Iõve been prejudiced in my thinking, in my speaking and in my doing against people who are of a different 
race than I am, or a different ethnicity, or a different religion, and instead of wanting and working for the 
absolute best for all, Iõve decided òtheyó donõt deserve the life and privileges I do.  Iõm sorry.  I was wrong.  
Please forgive me. 

The list of how we have fallen short in our lives as followers of Jesus is endless.  Thatõs the bad news.  But the good 
news ð the Good News ð is that when we stop and say Iõm sorry, I was wrong, Please forgive me, God indeed forgives 
us!  And that forgiveness brings healing and wholeness and reconciliation in our lives.   

This is what the season of Lent is about.  Itõs not that we cannot confess and seek forgiveness at other times of the year.  
Itõs just that we set aside a time of the year to be more intentional.  Itõs just like we never stop celebrating the 
incarnation ð Jesus coming among us as one of us ð but we set aside Christmas to be more intentional about it.  We 
never stop anticipating and looking for signs of Godõs advent/appearing/activity as God breaks into Godõs world, but 
we set aside the season of Advent to be more intentional about it.  We are always to be aware that Jesus is the Light for 
the whole world and not just for us, but we are more intentional about lifting that up during the season of Epiphany.   

Iõm sorry.  I was wrong.  Please forgive me.  Important sentences in our relationship with people ð and with God.  

Peace, 

Pastor Dave  
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òThis is your story.   

 This is my story.  

  But most of all this is the greatest story ever told.  This is Godõs Storyó  

The quote above is the introduction to each of the videos used for the adult small group studies for The Story.  The second 
sentence - òThis is my storyó ð will be our focus Wednesdays during the season of Lent, which begins Ash Wednesday, 
March 6th.  This is an intentional way of connecting our continued Sunday focus of The Story with what we experience on 
Wednesdays.  Five or six people will be sharing their faith-journey stories ð linking them with Godõs story, and helping 
us make the connection between our own stories and Godõs story.  

March 6th is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent. After receiving the Imposition of Ashes and receiving Jesus 
in the Eucharist, we will continue with Holden Evening Prayer. 

The following 5 Wednesdays (March 13, 20, 27 and April 3 and 10), we begin at 6:00 PM with a soup supper, 

followed by Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00 pm with a different person sharing òThis Is My Storyó each week.  Please 

plan on being part of each soup supper (you donõt need to cook that day!) and worship.  All FINK youth will be 

worshipping with their Lenten Faith Mentor, and then taking part in a guided discussion of life and faith after worship.   

We are edging closer and closer to the end of our time in the Old Testament 
and to the beginning of our time in the New Testament! (I know that comes as 
a relief to many of you!)  Chapter 22 is called òThe Birth of the King.ó  It is the 
birth of Jesus!  Weõll be celebrating Christmas on March 17th!  Maybe a little 
weird, but in a way it will be refreshing to focus on Jesusõ birth without the 
trappings and distractions of Santa Claus, Rudolf, Frosty the Snowman, and the 
busy-ness that usually accompanies December.  Even if youõve not been reading 
and following along, I encourage you to start now. 

Read each chapter prior to the Sundays listed below: 

DATE   CHAPTER OF THE STORY  THEME BIBLICAL REFERENCES 

3-3 #20 The Queen of Beauty and Courage Esther   Esther 1-9 
 

3-10 #21 Rebuilding the Walls    Nehemiah  Ezra 7;   Nehemiah 1-2, 4, 6-8; 
         Malachi 1-4 
 
3-17 #22 The Birth of the King    Jesus   Matthew 1-2;   Luke 1-2;   John 1 
 
3-24 #23 Jesusõ Ministry Begins    Jesus    Matthew 3-4; 11;   Mark 1-3;  
         Luke 8; John 1-4 
 
3-31 #24 No Ordinary Man    Jesus   Matthew 5-7, 9, 14;   Mark 4-6;  
         Luke 10; 15;   John 6 
 

LENT 2019   òThis Is My Storyéé.ó 



 3 

CONGREGATIONAL VISIONING WORKSHOP   

Sunday April 14th 11:30 am - 3:30 PM 

Mark your calendars!  For you are invited and encouraged to be part of the next step in 
our ñFor Such a Time as Thisò focus.   Beginning with a potluck lunch at 11:30 am, and 
continuing with the workshop led by Kairos consultant Pastor Tim Johnson, we will 
continue our intentional conversation/discernment/dreaming about what God is calling 
us to be and do as a congregation.  

In the Listening Phase of our appeal, three areas of growth were identified: 

Strong staffing for ministry with and for people in the first third of life 
Renewing Our Outreach into the Community   
Creating a Strategy for Evangelism   (welcome and hospitality) 

As we have already begun addressing staffing when we created the position and then hired Nikki Rud as 
Coordinator of Children, Youth and Family Ministries, we will now turn our attention to discerning and visioning 
about both outreach as well as issues of welcoming and hospitality at this workshop. 

Your participation is needed!  Bring a dish to share for the potluck lunch and open and creative hearts and minds as 
we continue to discern what God is calling us to do and be ñfor such a time as this.ò  

 NUTS AND BOLTS AND A FEW LOOSE SCREWS 

Tools for Your Congregational Toolbox 
March 16, 2019 
1:00-4:00 pm 

Zion Lutheran Church, Cloquet 
 

Why Church?  What is the purpose and nature of the Church and what are we supposed to do?  What new 

initiatives or tools would be handy for you as congregational members and  leaders in your context?  If you 

have ever asked any one of these questions, you may want to register for the Nuts & Bolts Workshop which 

will provide some helpful tips, tools along with great conversation and wonderful networking. 

 

After an opening presentation by Bishop Thomas Aitkin, there will two sessions of 45 minute workshops. 

Workshops will include:  

Together Here (ministry with and understanding our Native American brothers and sisters)  

Partnership Examples for Doing Ministry Together 

Welcome LGBTQIA + Accompaniment Team  

We Promise:  Why Faith Formation Matters 

Twin Ports Peace Not Walls  

Managing Times of Transition in the Call Process 

THIS EVENT IS FREE, but REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED to be able to plan for materials and 

refreshments.  REGISTER AT:  https://nutsandbolts2019nemnsynod.eventbrite.com  and then let Pastor Dave 

know so we can car-pool.  

https://nutsandbolts2019nemnsynod.eventbrite.com
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Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 10, 2019.  Remember to 
turn your clocks ahead one hour before bedtime on Saturday evening.  Itôs 
time once again to Spring forward! 

Thank You Notes 
To my friends at St. Andrewôs, 
 Thank you for all of the beautiful cards, well 
wishes, prayers and the beautiful prayer shawl! 
   Margaret Myers 
 

To the Women of the Church, 
 Thank you for your cards, visits and prayers.  
They were greatly appreciated. 
   Bless You, Stella Oberstar 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

Please join us on Sunday, March 10 during worship to pray and bless, silently on your 
own, the prayer shawls that our group has been working on.  We will have them 
displayed on the communion railings for all to see.  If you know of someone who is in 
need of Godõs love through a prayer shawl, please feel free to take a shawl that Sunday 
for them. 

We are a ministry of the church who knit and crochet prayer shawls for those in need of 
comfort, healing, peace, love and hope.  Our group meets the 4th Tuesday of the month 
from 10:00-11:30 am to work on prayer shawls; new members are always 
welcome.  Contact Gail Olijnek at 218-326-2431 with any questions. 

The fourth Tuesday of each month, St. Andrewôs will be working at the 
Community Caf® at its new location in the Kiesler Wellness 
Center.  We are part of the Community Cafeôs mission to serve a nutritious 
meal to low income families and people with disabilities while providing all 
with a sense of social connection.  Two volunteers are needed 4:00-6:00 pm 
to serve the meal and help with clean up.  Please sign up on the kiosk to 
volunteer Tuesday, March 26th.   
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JOIN US FOR EASTER BREAKFAST - Let the youth do the 

cooking Easter Sunday!  St. Andrew's youth and their families will be serving 

St. Andrewôs traditional Easter Breakfast again this year.  You are encouraged 

to bring family and friends for breakfast April 21, served from 7:00-10:00 am, 

in the Education Wing.  The menu boasts hot from the oven variations of egg 

bake, muffins, fresh fruit, juice and coffee.  A free-will offering will be 

collected.   We hope you make this meal part of your Easter day festivities.  

What better way to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord than with worship 

and a meal shared with family and friends?  Thank you for supporting St. 

Andrew's youth. 

Easter Lily Order Form 
 

Name ___________________________________ 

 

Phone ___________________________________ 

 

 ________ Easter Lilies at $15.00 each 

 

In Memory of ______________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of  _______________________________________________________ 

 

Please fill out this form and mail to the church office with full payment.  Checks should 

be made payable to St. Andrew's Lutheran Church and designate "Easter Lily" in the 

memo.  Lilies may be picked up to take home after the 10:30 am worship service on 

Easter morning.   

Deadline to order is Palm Sunday, April 14, 2019. 

Holy Week Schedule 

   Sunday, April 14 - Palm Sunday - 9:00 am Worship 
Maundy Thursday, April 19 - 7:00 pm Worship 

Good Friday, April 20 - 7:00 pm Worship 
April 21 - Easter Sunday 

6:30 am - Sunrise Worship Service with Holy Communion 
7:00-10:00 am - Easter Breakfast 

8:30 am & 10:30 am - Easter Worship Service with  
special music and Holy Communion 



 6 

NEW MEMBER CLASS COMING IN APRIL 

The next two-session New Member Class is Tuesday, April 23rd (6:30-8:00 PM)  and April 
30th (6:00-8:00 pm).  Usually offered once in the Spring and once in the Fall, the New 
Member Class is a time to learn about the history, present and future of St. Andrewõs.  
Ministries and programs of the congregation are introduced and explained.  We cover the 
basics of Christianity from a distinctly Lutheran perspective and how that is lived out in and 
through St. Andrewõs.  The Marks of Discipleship (prayer, worship, Bible reading, service, 
relationships and giving) provide the basic shape to this class.  Itõs a time to ask questions, 
hear preliminary answers, meet staff and other course participants.  All people interested in 
joining St. Andrewõs should be part of a New Member Class.  Please indicate your intent to 
be part of the New Member Class by contacting the church office at (218) 326-8508.   

Register TODAY for Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion!   

We know it can be difficult to fit a week of camp into a busy schedule.  We want to help by encouraging you to 
register earlier.  Get camp on your schedule now and then you donôt have to worry about trying to squeeze it in 
later!  Brochures and registration information are available on the table in the Narthex.  Check the kiosk for 
upcoming special events at both Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion.  Camp Sunday will be March 24 . 

 
 
 

March, April and May worship assistants needed.  Please sign up in the Fellowship 
Hall to be Greeters, Lector, Ushers and/or Communion Assistants. 

 

 

If our pastor can be of assistance to you in any way, please don't hesitate to call.  He can be reached at the 
church office at (218) 326-8508.  If after hours and an emergency, please call Pastor David Anderson at 
(218) 838-8202.  

 

The members of the PRAYER CHAIN are ready to offer their confidential help and support 
through prayer.  Please call Jean Gardner at 999-9890 or Gail Olijnek at 326-2431 with your 
prayer requests. 

 

 

Thanks to a Thrivent Action Team Grant, a free acrylic and watercolor class is in the 
works!  All materials will be supplied.  Class dates are April 24 through May 16, 1:00-3:30 pm 
at St. Andrewõs.  We will cover some design and color concepts, as well as demonstration and 
in class practice.  Class size will be limited to 10 students.  If you know of someone with an in-
terest in either of these topics, they are also welcome. For further information, please contact 
Jan Stenson 218-256-7471(cell) or 218-999-9551 (home).    
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Linking Women Together  
 
Women's Group News       Diane Mangseth, Co-Chair 

 Diane Hannah, Co-Chair 
  

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and  
with all your mind and with all your strength."  Mark 12:30 

aƻƴǘƘƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ²ƻƳŜƴ 
ƻŦ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ 
¶ vǳƛƭǝƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŀǘ 
фΥол ŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƛǊŜǎƛŘŜ wƻƻƳ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aŀȅΦ  9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΤ ƴƻ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 

¶ tǊŀȅŜǊ {Ƙŀǿƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜŜǘǎ  
ŦǊƻƳ млΥлл-ммΥол ŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƛǊŜǎƛŘŜ wƻƻƳΦ  
¢ƘŜȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƛǘκŎǊƻŎƘŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ нсΦ 

 
[ŜƴǘŜƴ {ƻǳǇ {ǳǇǇŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
[Ŝƴǘ όōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ aŀǊŎƘ моύ ŀǘ 
сΥлл ǇƳ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ тΥлл ǇƳ 
[ŜƴǘŜƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  9ŀŎƘ 
²9[/! ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀ ǎƻǳǇ ǎǳǇǇŜǊΦ  CǊŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƭΦ 

 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ /ƻũŜŜ IƻǳǊ 
9ŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ   9ŀŎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ с 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀǇŀǊǘΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ 
ȅƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŎƻũŜŜ ǝƳŜ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  DƻŘ .ƭŜǎǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ 
ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ŀ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΗ 
 
aŀǊŎƘ Ŏƻ-ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ [ƛƴŘŀ CƭƻƳ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŀƴŜ 
IŀƴƴŀƘΦ  aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 
ŀǊŜΥ 

YǊƛǎǝƴŜ !Ǌƴǘǎƻƴ aŀƭƛǎǎŀ .ŀƘǊ 
!ƳŀƴŘŀ .Ŝƴǎƻƴ WŜũ .ƛƎǿƻƻŘ 
{ŀǊŀ .ƻƭŜƴ !Ƴȅ .ǊŀƛƴŀǊŘ 
!ƴƎƛŜ .ǊƻōŜǊƎ YƛƳ .Ǌƻǿƴ 
/ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ .ǳǊōƛŜ /ƛƴŘȅ .ǳǎōȅ 
aŜƎŀƴ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎƻƴ YŀǊŜƴ 5ŀƎƭŜ 
/ŀǘƘŜ 5ŀƘƭƛƴŜ .Ŝǧȅ 5ŀǾƛǎ 
WŀƴŜ 5ǊŜƪŜ 5ŜƴƛǎŜ 9ƴƎŜƭ 
/ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ CƛƎƎƛƴǎ !ǊŘȅ CƭŀƘŜǊǘȅ 
!ƭŜȄ DƻǳƭŜǘ YŀǊƛƴ DǊŀƴŘƛŀ  
WŀƴŜǘ DǊŜƛƴŜǊ wƻƴŘŀ DǳŎƪ 
WŀƴŜǘ IŀƳƳŜǊƭǳƴŘ !ŀǊƻƴ IƛŎƪǎ 
{ȅŘƴŜȅ IƻƭŎƻƳō WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ 
aŜƭƛǎǎŀ WŜƴǎŜƴ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 
.ǊŜƴŘŀ [ŀǊǎƻƴ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ [Ŝ/ƭŀƛǊ 
/ƛƴŘȅ [ŜǇǇŀƴŜƴ wŜōŜŎŎŀ [ŜǾƛǘȊ 
WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ [ƛŜƴ ±ƛŎƪȅ [ƻǊŜƴȊ 
Wƻ aŎ/ƭǳǊŜ aŀǊȅ !ƴƴ aƛŜƭǎ 
¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀ aƛƭƛƴƪƻǾƛŎƘ aŜƎ aǳƭƭŜǊ 
WŜƴƴȅ bƛŜƭǎŜƴ {ŀƭƭȅ bƛŜƳƛ 
{ǘŜƭƭŀ hōŜǊǎǘŀǊ tŀƳŜƭŀ hƭǎƻƴ 
5ƛŎƪ hǎǘǊƻƻǘ /ƘǊƛǎǝŜ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴ 
[ŜŜ tƻƭƛǎǘŜǊ ±ŜǊƴŀ tǊŜōŜƎ 
YƛƳ tǊŜǎǝŘƎŜ tŀƳ tǳŘŘƛŎƻƳōŜ 
¢ŜǊǊƛ wŀŘƻǾƛŎƘ [ƛƴŘŀ wƛŜƴŘŜŀǳ 
wŜōŜŎŎŀ {ŀŎŎƻƳŀƴ 5ŀƴƛŎŀ {ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅ 
{Ŏƻǧ {ƘǊƛƳǇǘƻƴ 5ƛŀƴŜ {ƪŜƭƭȅ 
aŀǊȅ {ǿŀƴǎƻƴ YŀǊŜƴ ¢Ŝũ 
½ŀŎƘŀǊȅ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ /ƘŜǊƛ ¢ǊƻǳƳōƭȅ 
wŜƴŜŜ ±Ŝƛǘ aŀƛǎƛŜ ²ƛƭƘŜƭƳ 
!ƴƛǘŀ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ wŜƴŜŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ 

 


