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FROM PASTOR DAVE
Have you ever done something that necessitated saying “I’m sorry” to someone? Maybe you betrayed a trust. Maybe
you were speaking out of turn or speaking in half-truths. Maybe something you did or said offended or hurt someone
you care about. It could be a misunderstanding that needs to be cleared up, or perhaps a whole new start or an
amendment of ways is required so that reconciliation and healing can occur. I cannot imagine that anyone has not had
experiences like these. If and when anything like this happens, it is time to be intentional and to say “I’m sorry.” And, if
true, it is time to say “I was wrong” and “Please forgive me.” So simple. So difficult.
I’m thinking about these three powerful and yet challenging sentences we might need to speak to people as they are
essentially what we often focus on in the season of Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6th. Lent is that
time of the church year – more so than any other time – when we reflect on our own shortcomings in our relationship
with God. How have we wandered away or grown distant from God? What might we need to say “I’m sorry” for?
Perhaps I’ve lived in a way that is absolutely the opposite of showing and living love for others. I’m sorry. I was
wrong. Please forgive me.
Perhaps I’ve begun using the Lord’s name in vain, not really meaning much of it. But isn’t that why we aren’t
supposed to do that? The Lord’s name is supposed to mean something. I’m sorry. I was wrong. Please forgive
me.
Perhaps I have been greedy and stingy in the face of others struggling to even survive – locally or globally. I’m
sorry. I was wrong. Please forgive me.
Perhaps I’ve been prejudiced in my thinking, in my speaking and in my doing against people who are of a different
race than I am, or a different ethnicity, or a different religion, and instead of wanting and working for the
absolute best for all, I’ve decided “they” don’t deserve the life and privileges I do. I’m sorry. I was wrong.
Please forgive me.
The list of how we have fallen short in our lives as followers of Jesus is endless. That’s the bad news. But the good
news – the Good News – is that when we stop and say I’m sorry, I was wrong, Please forgive me, God indeed forgives
us! And that forgiveness brings healing and wholeness and reconciliation in our lives.
This is what the season of Lent is about. It’s not that we cannot confess and seek forgiveness at other times of the year.
It’s just that we set aside a time of the year to be more intentional. It’s just like we never stop celebrating the
incarnation – Jesus coming among us as one of us – but we set aside Christmas to be more intentional about it. We
never stop anticipating and looking for signs of God’s advent/appearing/activity as God breaks into God’s world, but
we set aside the season of Advent to be more intentional about it. We are always to be aware that Jesus is the Light for
the whole world and not just for us, but we are more intentional about lifting that up during the season of Epiphany.
I’m sorry. I was wrong. Please forgive me. Important sentences in our relationship with people – and with God.
Peace,
Pastor Dave

LENT 2019 “This Is My Story…….”
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“This is your story.
This is my story.
But most of all this is the greatest story ever told. This is God’s Story”
The quote above is the introduction to each of the videos used for the adult small group studies for The Story. The second
sentence - “This is my story” – will be our focus Wednesdays during the season of Lent, which begins Ash Wednesday,
March 6th. This is an intentional way of connecting our continued Sunday focus of The Story with what we experience on
Wednesdays. Five or six people will be sharing their faith-journey stories – linking them with God’s story, and helping
us make the connection between our own stories and God’s story.
March 6th is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent. After receiving the Imposition of Ashes and receiving Jesus
in the Eucharist, we will continue with Holden Evening Prayer.
The following 5 Wednesdays (March 13, 20, 27 and April 3 and 10), we begin at 6:00 PM with a soup supper,
followed by Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00 pm with a different person sharing “This Is My Story” each week. Please
plan on being part of each soup supper (you don’t need to cook that day!) and worship. All FINK youth will be
worshipping with their Lenten Faith Mentor, and then taking part in a guided discussion of life and faith after worship.

We are edging closer and closer to the end of our time in the Old Testament
and to the beginning of our time in the New Testament! (I know that comes as
a relief to many of you!) Chapter 22 is called “The Birth of the King.” It is the
birth of Jesus! We’ll be celebrating Christmas on March 17th! Maybe a little
weird, but in a way it will be refreshing to focus on Jesus’ birth without the
trappings and distractions of Santa Claus, Rudolf, Frosty the Snowman, and the
busy-ness that usually accompanies December. Even if you’ve not been reading
and following along, I encourage you to start now.
Read each chapter prior to the Sundays listed below:
DATE CHAPTER OF THE STORY

THEME

BIBLICAL REFERENCES

3-3

#20 The Queen of Beauty and Courage

Esther

Esther 1-9

3-10

#21 Rebuilding the Walls

Nehemiah

Ezra 7; Nehemiah 1-2, 4, 6-8;
Malachi 1-4

3-17

#22 The Birth of the King

Jesus

Matthew 1-2; Luke 1-2; John 1

3-24

#23 Jesus’ Ministry Begins

Jesus

Matthew 3-4; 11; Mark 1-3;
Luke 8; John 1-4

3-31

#24 No Ordinary Man

Jesus

Matthew 5-7, 9, 14; Mark 4-6;
Luke 10; 15; John 6
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CONGREGATIONAL VISIONING WORKSHOP
Sunday April 14th 11:30 am - 3:30 PM
Mark your calendars! For you are invited and encouraged to be part of the next step in
our “For Such a Time as This” focus. Beginning with a potluck lunch at 11:30 am, and
continuing with the workshop led by Kairos consultant Pastor Tim Johnson, we will
continue our intentional conversation/discernment/dreaming about what God is calling
us to be and do as a congregation.
In the Listening Phase of our appeal, three areas of growth were identified:
Strong staffing for ministry with and for people in the first third of life
Renewing Our Outreach into the Community
Creating a Strategy for Evangelism (welcome and hospitality)
As we have already begun addressing staffing when we created the position and then hired Nikki Rud as
Coordinator of Children, Youth and Family Ministries, we will now turn our attention to discerning and visioning
about both outreach as well as issues of welcoming and hospitality at this workshop.
Your participation is needed! Bring a dish to share for the potluck lunch and open and creative hearts and minds as
we continue to discern what God is calling us to do and be “for such a time as this.”

NUTS AND BOLTS AND A FEW LOOSE SCREWS
Tools for Your Congregational Toolbox
March 16, 2019
1:00-4:00 pm
Zion Lutheran Church, Cloquet
Why Church? What is the purpose and nature of the Church and what are we supposed to do? What new
initiatives or tools would be handy for you as congregational members and leaders in your context? If you
have ever asked any one of these questions, you may want to register for the Nuts & Bolts Workshop which
will provide some helpful tips, tools along with great conversation and wonderful networking.
After an opening presentation by Bishop Thomas Aitkin, there will two sessions of 45 minute workshops.
Workshops will include:
Together Here (ministry with and understanding our Native American brothers and sisters)
Partnership Examples for Doing Ministry Together
Welcome LGBTQIA + Accompaniment Team
We Promise: Why Faith Formation Matters
Twin Ports Peace Not Walls
Managing Times of Transition in the Call Process
THIS EVENT IS FREE, but REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED to be able to plan for materials and
refreshments. REGISTER AT: https://nutsandbolts2019nemnsynod.eventbrite.com and then let Pastor Dave
know so we can car-pool.
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Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 10, 2019. Remember to
turn your clocks ahead one hour before bedtime on Saturday evening. It’s
time once again to Spring forward!

Thank You Notes
To my friends at St. Andrew’s,
Thank you for all of the beautiful cards, well
wishes, prayers and the beautiful prayer shawl!
Margaret Myers

To the Women of the Church,
Thank you for your cards, visits and prayers.
They were greatly appreciated.
Bless You, Stella Oberstar

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Please join us on Sunday, March 10 during worship to pray and bless, silently on your
own, the prayer shawls that our group has been working on. We will have them
displayed on the communion railings for all to see. If you know of someone who is in
need of God’s love through a prayer shawl, please feel free to take a shawl that Sunday
for them.
We are a ministry of the church who knit and crochet prayer shawls for those in need of
comfort, healing, peace, love and hope. Our group meets the 4th Tuesday of the month
from 10:00-11:30 am to work on prayer shawls; new members are always
welcome. Contact Gail Olijnek at 218-326-2431 with any questions.

The fourth Tuesday of each month, St. Andrew’s will be working at the
Community Café at its new location in the Kiesler Wellness
Center. We are part of the Community Cafe’s mission to serve a nutritious
meal to low income families and people with disabilities while providing all
with a sense of social connection. Two volunteers are needed 4:00-6:00 pm
to serve the meal and help with clean up. Please sign up on the kiosk to
volunteer Tuesday, March 26th.
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Holy Week Schedule
Sunday, April 14 - Palm Sunday - 9:00 am Worship
Maundy Thursday, April 19 - 7:00 pm Worship
Good Friday, April 20 - 7:00 pm Worship
April 21 - Easter Sunday
6:30 am - Sunrise Worship Service with Holy Communion
7:00-10:00 am - Easter Breakfast
8:30 am & 10:30 am - Easter Worship Service with
special music and Holy Communion

JOIN US FOR EASTER BREAKFAST - Let the youth do the
cooking Easter Sunday! St. Andrew's youth and their families will be serving
St. Andrew’s traditional Easter Breakfast again this year. You are encouraged
to bring family and friends for breakfast April 21, served from 7:00-10:00 am,
in the Education Wing. The menu boasts hot from the oven variations of egg
bake, muffins, fresh fruit, juice and coffee. A free-will offering will be
collected. We hope you make this meal part of your Easter day festivities.
What better way to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord than with worship
and a meal shared with family and friends? Thank you for supporting St.
Andrew's youth.

Easter Lily Order Form
Name ___________________________________
Phone ___________________________________
________ Easter Lilies at $15.00 each
In Memory of ______________________________________________________
In Honor of _______________________________________________________
Please fill out this form and mail to the church office with full payment. Checks should
be made payable to St. Andrew's Lutheran Church and designate "Easter Lily" in the
memo. Lilies may be picked up to take home after the 10:30 am worship service on
Easter morning.
Deadline to order is Palm Sunday, April 14, 2019.
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Register TODAY for Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion!
We know it can be difficult to fit a week of camp into a busy schedule. We want to help by encouraging you to
register earlier. Get camp on your schedule now and then you don’t have to worry about trying to squeeze it in
later! Brochures and registration information are available on the table in the Narthex. Check the kiosk for
upcoming special events at both Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion. Camp Sunday will be March 24 .

March, April and May worship assistants needed. Please sign up in the Fellowship
Hall to be Greeters, Lector, Ushers and/or Communion Assistants.

If our pastor can be of assistance to you in any way, please don't hesitate to call. He can be reached at the
church office at (218) 326-8508. If after hours and an emergency, please call Pastor David Anderson at
(218) 838-8202.
The members of the PRAYER CHAIN are ready to offer their confidential help and support
through prayer. Please call Jean Gardner at 999-9890 or Gail Olijnek at 326-2431 with your
prayer requests.

NEW MEMBER CLASS COMING IN APRIL
The next two-session New Member Class is Tuesday, April 23rd (6:30-8:00 PM) and April
30th (6:00-8:00 pm). Usually offered once in the Spring and once in the Fall, the New
Member Class is a time to learn about the history, present and future of St. Andrew’s.
Ministries and programs of the congregation are introduced and explained. We cover the
basics of Christianity from a distinctly Lutheran perspective and how that is lived out in and
through St. Andrew’s. The Marks of Discipleship (prayer, worship, Bible reading, service,
relationships and giving) provide the basic shape to this class. It’s a time to ask questions,
hear preliminary answers, meet staff and other course participants. All people interested in
joining St. Andrew’s should be part of a New Member Class. Please indicate your intent to
be part of the New Member Class by contacting the church office at (218) 326-8508.
Thanks to a Thrivent Action Team Grant, a free acrylic and watercolor class is in the
works! All materials will be supplied. Class dates are April 24 through May 16, 1:00-3:30 pm
at St. Andrew’s. We will cover some design and color concepts, as well as demonstration and
in class practice. Class size will be limited to 10 students. If you know of someone with an interest in either of these topics, they are also welcome. For further information, please contact
Jan Stenson 218-256-7471(cell) or 218-999-9551 (home).
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Linking Women Together
Women's Group News

Diane Mangseth, Co-Chair
Diane Hannah, Co-Chair

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength." Mark 12:30

Monthly Spiritual Opportunities for all Women
of St. Andrew’s
 Quilting Group meets every Wednesday at
9:30 am in the Fireside Room September
through May.
Everyone welcome; no
experience needed.
 Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 4th
Tuesday of the month. The group meets
from 10:00-11:30 am in the Fireside Room.
They gather monthly for fellowship, prayer
and time to knit/crochet together. The
group will meet on Tuesday, March 26.
Lenten Soup Suppers are
served on Wednesdays during
Lent (beginning March 13) at
6:00 pm prior to the 7:00 pm
Lenten worship services. Each
WELCA serving group plans and
serves a soup supper. Free will
offering collected for the meal.
Sunday Coffee Hour
Each monthly newsletter has a list of the
serving group for the month. Each serving
group is assigned two months of the year, 6
months apart. Thank you so very much for
your Christian hospitality to help make this
coffee time a success. God Bless everyone for
doing God’s Service. If you haven’t been called
or haven’t seen your name on a list, please
contact the church office. We don’t want to
forget anyone!
March co-leaders are Linda Flom and Diane
Hannah. Members of the March committee
are:

Kristine Arntson
Amanda Benson
Sara Bolen
Angie Broberg
Christine Burbie
Megan Christianson
Cathe Dahline
Jane Dreke
Christine Figgins
Alex Goulet
Janet Greiner
Janet Hammerlund
Sydney Holcomb
Melissa Jensen
Brenda Larson
Cindy Leppanen
Jennifer Lien
Jo McClure
Theresa Milinkovich
Jenny Nielsen
Stella Oberstar
Dick Ostroot
Lee Polister
Kim Prestidge
Terri Radovich
Rebecca Saccoman
Scott Shrimpton
Mary Swanson
Zachary Thompson
Renee Veit
Anita Williams

Malissa Bahr
Jeff Bigwood
Amy Brainard
Kim Brown
Cindy Busby
Karen Dagle
Betty Davis
Denise Engel
Ardy Flaherty
Karin Grandia
Ronda Guck
Aaron Hicks
Jennifer Jackson
Barbara Johnson
Heather LeClair
Rebecca Levitz
Vicky Lorenz
Mary Ann Miels
Meg Muller
Sally Niemi
Pamela Olson
Christie Peterson
Verna Prebeg
Pam Puddicombe
Linda Riendeau
Danica Salisbury
Diane Skelly
Karen Teff
Cheri Troumbly
Maisie Wilhelm
Renee Williams
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St. Andrew’s Rascals (ages 55+) will meet Thur sday, Mar ch 14th. Put
on your hiking boots and get ready to hear an interesting program about
Yellowstone National Park by our own Keith Young, a former Yellowstone
Park Ranger. How cool is that? Time and place is March 14th at 5:00 pm
here at St. Andrew's. The cost is $11. Please sign up on the kiosk by
March 3 and make checks payable to Jean Gardner.

St. Andrew’s Preschool will be accepting registrations for the 2019-2020
school year. Two sessions ar e: Monday-Wednesday-Friday class is for 4-yearolds that will be attending Kindergarten the following school year. TuesdayThursday class is for children who will be 3 years old by September 1, 2019 and
are toilet trained. Please contact Sarah Litchke, Preschool Director at 218-2593043 for more information.

Once again, those St. Andrew’s members who plan to attend a post-secondary
institution next school year are invited to apply for one of several $250 St. Andrew's
Scholarships.
The online application for m is available at http://
www.saintand.org/ under the Ministries menu and the Health and Wellness link.
Applications will be accepted until April 1, 2019. The scholarships will be awarded
in May of 2019.

Help keep St. Andrew’s Faith Chest
Ministry vital. We’re looking for hands
interested in assembling faith chests that are given
to children being baptized at St. Andrew’s. If
you’re able to help build faith chests, please feel
welcome to pick up the plans available in the
church office. Thank you for helping keep this
important ministry alive.

Pastoral Acts
Baptisms
Feb 10

Inara Nancy-Ruth Thompson
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St. Andrew’s Youth News
March, 2019

Senior High Youth Announcements! J
Sunday Night Youth Group, 9-12th grades, 6:30-8pm:
March 3rd - No youth group due to our Cardia Deo weekend
March 10th – Virtual Reality Church….what??????
March 17th – No youth group
March 24th – Come early at 6:00 pm for dinner before youth group at 6:30! Game night!
Get ready for some serious fun! The more the merrier!!

Daylight Savings Waffle Breakfast Fundraiser, Sunday March 10th, 7:00 -11:00am...
We’ll serve an awesome waffle with traditional and (very) untraditional toppings before worship starting at 8:00 am and then again after service from 10-11:00 am. Wear your PJ’s….the
goofier the better!

Peer Ministry Retreat, March 29th-31st, Wildwood Resort:
Calling all 9th-12th graders interested in learning how to be a better friend to those in need!
God calls us all to minister to each other…this retreat will give you all the tools you need to do
the best you can for the glory of Him! Learn to listen deeply with your heart and not just your
ears, pick up on body language, learn how to be a bridge to help people get more help they
may need…and OH so much more! This world can be pretty messed up…this is one way to
help friends – and you – navigate it. If you are interested in going, look for more info on the
board in the youth room and sign up with Nikki. There is no cost to you for this retreat…that’s
how important it is!!!

If you have any questions, concerns or comments, please contact Nikki Rud - office 3268508, Cell – call or text (218) 259-9129, email nikki@saintand.org
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Middle School Monthly Youth Group
6th, 7th and 8th grades
Our next youth group night is Sunday, March 24th from 4:30-6:30pm and dinner is
included! We’ve been having a lot of fun on these middle school nights! Come see
what it’s all about! (and don’t forget…you’re always welcome to Bring A Real
Friend….B.A.R.F.! J)

Boundary Waters Canoe Adventures with
VLM and Pastor Dave!
July 14-20, 2019
There are a few spots left! First come, first served!
$75 deposit holds your spot - $350 total cost

St. Andrew’s Sunday School Youth (S.A.S.S.Y. J)
3 year olds-8th Grade, Sunday mornings from 10:20-11:20 am
March 3rd – Chapter 20, “Esther Gets Ready”
March 10th - Chapter 21, ”Rebuilding the Walls”
March 17th – Chapter 22, “It’s Christmas in March!“
March 24th – Chapter 23 – “Jesus’ Ministry Begins”
Parents and Guardians:
***We will be starting AND ending our Sunday School hour in the Sanctuary. Kids will need to be
signed out for safety reasons…thank you for understanding!
***To help keep things flowing well on Sunday mornings, we are starting
a new Sunday School Express Lane for kids to pick up their after-worship
snacks before the Sunday School hour starts. There will be a table off to
side of the serving window just for them!

***To receive announcements and reminders via text and/or email, join the Remind 101 Sunday
School Group. Text (918)289-2486 with the message @pastormeg to join.
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MARCH IS FOOD SHARE MONTH
One out of five children in our community is at risk of
hunger. One out of eight
families in the Grand Rapids
area uses the Food Shelf as a
resource to meet their basic
food needs. Every day,
people in our community
have to make the terrible
choice between paying for
food or paying for utilities,
paying for food or paying for transportation, and paying for
food or paying for medical care. Our Food Shelf acts as a
safety net by helping to put food on their tables.
All donations made to the Grand Rapids Food Shelf
stay local and provide food and hope to people in the
greater Grand Rapids area, (including communities like
Balsam, Warba, Marble, LaPrairie, Calumet, Cohasset,
Bovey and Coleraine) providing food and hope to people in
need.
The Grand Rapids Food Shelf relies solely on
the generosity of community members, churches,
businesses, individuals and dedicated volunteers to
help provide food assistance to the many local
people who seek our help.
March is the time of year when donations made to our
local food shelf are totaled and used to determine our
statewide incentive allocation. The more dollars we raise,
the more the Food Shelf will receive from the allocation

fund. With our help during the month of March, our
dollars will go further in helping meet the needs of the
hundreds of struggling families, children and elderly that
visit the Food Shelf at Second Harvest. All donations must
be received by Second Harvest by Friday, March 30th in
order for them to count towards the Food Share allocation.
Non-perishable foods are appreciated and can be
placed in the food cart in the Narthex at St. Andrew’s.
Monetary donations are especially valuable during the
March Food Share Campaign, providing 5 meals to those in
need for every dollar donated. Drop your monetary
donations in the ‘shopping cart’ on the table entering the
sanctuary Checks can be made payable to St. Andrew’s,
designated for the Grand Rapids Area Food Shelf. (You and
St. Andrew’s will receive credit for the total amount
collected).

Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin!
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
Isaiah 58:6-8a
Thank you for your donations.

Attention Thrivent Members: Through the Thrivent Choice Dollars program, you may have undirected choice dollars
remaining from 2018 to be directed. By directing Choice Dollars, you can recommend where Thrivent distributes a portion of
its chartable grant funds. Participating in Thrivent choice is a wonderful way to help non-profit organizations, such as St.
Andrew’s Lutheran Church, that are doing great things in our community. The 2018 awarded Choice Dollars expire on March
31, 2019. You have two options: 1) Go online to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. If you haven’t registered on Thrivent.com,
you’ll first have to register and create a user ID, password and security question. 2) Call phone #800-847-4836 and say
“Thrivent choice” when prompted. Thank you for directing your Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. Andrew’s!
CONGRATULATIONS! Since 2010, over $414 million has been distributed to thousands of churches,
schools, and other nonprofits just like ours through Thrivent Choice®. Through this program, eligible members
can make an impact by recommending where Thrivent donates its charitable outreach dollars each year. We are
excited to share, St Andrew’s Lutheran Church received $1,936 in charitable outreach funding in 2018.

Also, if you are a Thrivent Member, you may be able to apply for a Thrivent Action Team Grant. Action Team Grants provide
‘seed money’ for events hosted at/by St. Andrew’s. Please contact the church office and let us know you are a Thrivent
member so we can help you can take advantage of this program.
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The "Men's Breakfast" is a group of men
who meet every Wednesday morning at 7:00 am
at the Forest Lake Restaurant. Each week, they
discuss the scripture for the next Sunday's worship
service. It's a nice way to start the day. All men
are welcome to attend.
The members of the PRAYER CHAIN
are ready to offer confidential help and
support through prayer. Please call Jean
Gardner at 999-9890 or Gail Olijnek at
326-2431 with prayer requests.

Deadline for April Newsletter

All news articles and information need to be in the
church office by March 20 to have it included in
the April newsletter. In an effort to reduce
spending, St. Andrew’s is now sending monthly
newsletters via email as a pdf attachment to all
those we have addresses for and will only be
mailed to those who do not have computer access
and are unable to get to church. Please make sure
we have your correct email address so we can be
sure you don’t miss important information by
calling the church office at 326-8508 or email the
church office at saintand@saintand.org. For those
without computer access, printed copies are
available.

ST. ANDREWS LUTHERAN CHURCH
January 15, 2019
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
PRESENT:
Marj Lavalier, Pastor David Anderson, John Saccoman, Barry Olson, Steve Teff, Alan Anderberg, Renata
Rogalla, Kim Jamtgaard and Jim Martinetto and Byron Snowden (via telephones from Arizona). Carmen Jackson was on hand
to present the treasurer’s report.
ABSENT:

Gretchen Bachman, Cindy Busby

DEVOTIONS: Steve Teff
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: None
Children, Youth and Family Report: There were no questions with Nikki Rud’s report. Marj did want to highlight that
Super Bowl pizzas were still available as a fundraiser for the youth. Orders will be taken until January 27.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Dave thanked Gretchen, Renata and Jim for their dedication and service to the church council as their 3
-year terms ended with the meeting. Pastor Dave also commented on the church’s membership which fell slightly over 2018.
Membership fell from 1,161 to 1,119 members. The good news, Pastor Dave said, is that the average weekly worship rose from
153 to 165 members. When asked about the church adopting one service during the summer and continuing it to date, Pastor
Dave said he had heard very few complaints. He did say that we did promise the congregation an opportunity to re-explore two
services in the fall, 2019.
Previous Minutes: A motion to accept the minutes as presented was made by Barry and seconded by Marj. MOTION
CARRIED
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Treasurer’s Report: Carmen said the church finished 2018 “in the black.” She said, “that we’re staring the year well and the
checkbook is in good shape.” After it was all said and done, expenses were $17K less, but church-service offering was also
down $10K. Pastor Dave commented that the Capital Appeal had taken in $110K “actual dollars” during 2018. Pastor Dave
also said that December 2018 giving was down compared to 2017. Council members speculated that the capital appeal played a
part of that. The church staff also did not author a 2018 letter requesting members increase end-of-the-year offerings, as has
been done in past years. It’s good we didn’t have to and we shouldn’t if it isn’t absolutely necessary, Kim Jamtgaard
commented. Pastor Dave agreed and said while it would be nice to have a greater cash balance, “It’s a blessing to break even.”
Barry cautioned and said we need to keep in mind that because December 2018 giving was down and because December is such
a heavily-depended on month to the overall budget, it may affect the numbers as we proceed into 2019.
Carmen commented that there will be Capital Appeal education meetings coming up in 2019 that will help the congregation
better understand the process of giving toward it and “regular” giving. Byron commented that he believes a positive impact on
the congregation will be made when we start and complete some of the initial Capital Appeal projects; i.e. completing sight and
sound, carpeting in the pre-school/Sunday school area, painting and sheetrock in the sanctuary. Roof work will begin once the
snow is gone and the weather warms. A motion was made by Kim and seconded by Renata to accept the treasurer’s report.
MOTION CARRIED.
Old Business: With prior council approval, Pastor Dave accepted a bid for $2,900 from Randy Axtell and Amy Gottlieb, to
complete drywall work and painting in the sanctuary. A bid to repair the stained-glass window repairs is still pending,
frustrating both Pastor Dave and the insurance company, which is holding a check for the repairs. Alan Anderberg said that a
team of himself, Nikki Rud, Sarah Litchke and Linda Flom chose the new carpeting for the pre-school/Sunday school wing.
Carpeting will be installed the week of February 18. Painting in the classrooms and along with hallway walls is either complete
or will be completed by then. Alan said before February 18, we will need some help moving “stuff” in that wing so the
carpeting can be installed.
Budget Forum: Barry commented on an item that were raised during the budget forum feedback held on January 12, 2019.
Our 8 furnaces are replaced one by one as they die, rather than all at the same time. It helps with budgeting for new ones and
not having to replace all in one year.
Nominating Committee: Two members of the congregation have indicated their interest in service on the St. Andrew’s
Church Council. Those two are Dan Thureen and Betsy Trevena. There are a couple other folks from which the committee is
awaiting answers. Three (3) council member seats are vacant. A vote will be held during the 10:20 a.m. St. Andrew’s Church
Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 27, 2019. Pastor Dave said nominations from the floor can happen and that the council is
not tied to having 11 members. Pastor Dave also said that post cards have been mailed to members of the congregation without
e-mail, reminding them of the annual meeting date.
Capital Appeal Update: Pastor Dave said as of January 15, 2019, $130,000 had been given and earmarked for the Capital
Appeal. Those were “real” dollars and did not include pledged monies.
New Business: The St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church Annual Meeting will be held as mentioned at 10:20 a.m. on Sunday,
January 27, 2019. The next regular meeting of the council was moved from February 19th to February. 12th at
6:00 p.m. to accommodate for Pastor Dave’s vacation. Council orientation from 9 to 12 p.m. was set for Saturday, February
16, 2019 in the church’s fireside room.
Upcoming Devotions: February, Kim Jamtgaard. March, Alan Anderberg.
There being no other business before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.
Minutes respectfully submitted by John A. Saccoman

14

We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you
to do the giving you want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card.
Giving online is easy and allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to
set up automatic recurring contributions. Simply visit the church website at
www.saintand.org and then click on the donate button. Or donate from your
smart phone. Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s QR code
reader. (Many free code readers are available at your app store). Contributions can
be designated to either the General Fund to support our many ministries, or to
the Sight and Sound Fund.

18

8:30a Preschool
Office closed in afternoon
3:00 Swim Team Banquet
6:00p Cub Scouts
6:30p ‘The Story’ Study

25

8:30a Preschool
Office closed in afternoon
4:45p Loon Country Quilt
ers Board
6:30p ‘The Story’ Study
6:00p Cub Scouts

8:00a Waffle Breakfast
9:00a Worship w/Holy
Communion
9:20a ‘The Story’ SS Class
6:30p Sr High Youth Night

17

9:00a Worship w/Holy
Communion
9:20a ‘The Story’ SS Class

24 CAMP SUNDAY

9:00a Worship w/Holy
Communion
9:20a ‘The Story’ SS Class
4:30p Middle School Event

9:20a ‘The Story’ SS Class
6:30p Sr High Youth Night

9:00a Worship w/Holy
Communion

31

6:00p Youth Group Dinner
6:30p Sr High Youth Night

8:30a Preschool
9:30a ‘The Story’ Bible Study
5:30p Property Committee

8:30a Preschool
9:30a ‘The Story’ Bible Study
10:00a Prayer Shawl
Ministry
4:00p Community Café
4:30p Handbell rehearsal

26

8:30a Preschool
9:30a ‘The Story’ Bible Study
4:30p Loon Country Quilters
6:00p Church Council
Meeting

19

12

8:30a Preschool
10:00a WELCA Conference
Nominating meeting
Office closed in afternoon
6:00p Cub Scouts
6:30p ‘The Story’ Study

10 Daylight Saving
Time Begins

11

8:30a Preschool
9:30a ‘The Story’ Bible Study

8:30a Preschool
Office closed in afternoon
6:00p Cub Scouts
6:30p ‘The Story’ Bible Study
6:30p Youth Team meets

Cardia Deo at Big Sandy
9:00a Worship w/Holy
Communion
9:20a ‘The Story’ SS Class
2:00p Living Waters
Conference Assembly

5

4

3

7:00a Men's Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
5:30p Men's Choir
6:00p Youth Night
6:30p Mixed Choir

27

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
3:30p WELCA Board meets
4:15p Handbell Choir
5:00p Men's Choir
5:45p Mixed Choir
6:00p Lenten Soup Supper
7:00p Worship

20
7:00a Men's Breakfast

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
4:15p Handbell Choir
5:00p Men's Choir
5:45p Mixed Choir
6:00p Lenten Soup Supper
7:00p Worship

7:00a Men's Breakfast

13

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:15p Handell Choir
5:00p Men's Choir
5:45p Mixed Choir
7:00p Worship

6 ASH WEDNESDAY

30
9:00a Set for Easter Breakfast

Church Office closed all day

9:00a Preschool Hawaiian
Luau fundraiser

29

23
Church Office closed all day
8:30a Preschool

16

9

2

22

Church Office closed all day
8:30a Preschool

15

Church Office closed all day
8:30a Preschool

8

Church Office closed all day
8:30a Preschool
Cardia Deo at Big Sandy

1

For most complete and up-to-date calendar, please visit
our website www.saintand.org.

7:00p Al Anon

28

8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

21

8:30a Preschool
5:00p Rascals
5:30p Finance Team
7:00p Al Anon

14

8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

7
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
September-May Sunday School 9:20 am
Adult Forum 9:30 am
Worship 8:00 & 10:30 am
Memorial Day Labor Day
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Wednesday Worship 6:00 pm

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE God’s presence in our lives.
GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

