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It was our first day in the BWCA. Our entry point was Little Indian
Sioux, which began with a 40 rod portage (a “rod” is about one canoe
length). Fresh and eager, that portage went well, even though it was all
new to most of us. We would get more efficient at portaging and loading
and unloading the canoes as the week went on. But it was a great start!
We had ambitious plans for our first day. We wanted to get all the way
through the “lower chain” and out to Agnes, so that the next day we
would make it to the “big water” of Lac La Croix. That would mean
paddling through and portaging between Upper and Lower Pauness,
Shell, Little Shell, Lynx, Ruby, Hustler and Oyster Lakes.
It was a cloudy day. And then we heard the thunder. It was distant, but
we keep our eyes to the sky. We kept paddling. (Truth be told, we were
rather slow. It would be a few days before we became the well-oiled
machine we ended up being!) It was already almost 2 PM when we made
it to Shell Lake. We pulled up to a campsite on an island, so we could
(finally!) have something for lunch. When we were eating it became
back row: Cat Rud, Makenzie Jaranson, Dane Kennedy,
apparent that the thunder was getting closer and closer – meaning a storm
Chaz Adamson, Peyton Swanson
might be getting closer and closer. Our guide made the decision to set up
front row: Alex (guide from VLM), Pastor Dave, Garritt Swanson
camp. It was the first time setting up camp and trying to set up our tents.
Then it hit. Before the tents were up. It was like someone flipped a
switch. WIND. Strong wind. And driving rain. We hunkered down under tarps and waited it out. But we were already soaked.
That storm passed within a couple of hours, and then the sun came out. We enjoyed a beautiful evening. (A storm a couple days later,
lasted longer, and was a sight to behold and an experience to be had – complete with tornado warnings for our area!)
My point in sharing this is that there are parallels between our experiences in the BWCA and your life and my life. Sometimes storms of
life kick up. Sometimes rather unexpectedly. Our well-laid plans may need to change. Some things we had hoped for might not happen
exactly as we had assumed they would. It might be that our health changes, and therefore plans do too. It might be family dynamics, or
employment. It may feel like gale-force winds are bearing down on us. What then? We need to hunker down and seek the shelter of
God. The good news is God is our safe harbor and our shelter in times of difficulties. Scripture says:
 “For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.) Isiah 25:4
 “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains

shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.” Psalm 46:1

What storms have you or are you experiencing? Seek shelter in the Lord. Place yourself and your loved ones in the Lord’s hands through
prayer. And another lesson from the BWCA – don’t go it alone. Surround yourself with others who can and want to journey with you
and carry part of the load. (The canoes were 73 lbs., the equipment pack must have been close to that, the food pack started out heavy,
etc, - more than one person could handle! We took turns with all our chores; we switched out who was carrying what, and even who
was paddling when, as we had a “duffer” in each canoe.) Your family. Your friends. Your church family. They will accompany you.
They will do some of the “lifting.” They will be God’s presence for you.
I want to thank you and all of St. Andrew’s for your support of Youth Ministry in and through our congregation, and more specifically for
the support you gave to make possible this experience in the BWCA.

Peace, Pastor Dave
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WEDNESDAYS AT ST. ANDREW’S! Beginning September 2019
The Congregation Council began talking about this at their workshop/retreat day last fall. It was talked about at the
Kairos-led Congregation Visioning Worship this spring. And now it is going to happen! Beginning in September,
you are all invited to be part of a Wednesday RECHARGE at St. Andrew’s. In a nutshell, we are adding
to what has already been happening Wednesday evenings to make it a more intentional “church
night” by including a simple meal and a time of worship.
Sunday mornings will continue to be the primary gathering of this family of faith. But discipleship – following Jesus
– living and loving in Jesus’ name - is not to be a one day a week event. It is to be a way of life. And it’s not always
easy. It’s certainly not easy to do alone. The presence of brothers and sisters in the faith strengthens and encourages
us. Gathering together to worship – to sing and pray and to receive Jesus in bread and wine builds us up and binds us
together. A mid-week RECHARGE can help us. It can be life-giving.
While the Wednesday RECHARGE is primarily intended to be just that – a RECHARGE between Sunday
gatherings – we also need to recognize that in today’s culture, Sunday mornings do not always work well for families
and/or individuals. There are sports obligations and other organizations demanding participation on Sunday mornings.
There are family weekend vacations/trips. Others want an opportunity to start the day slowly, sleeping in, enjoying
coffee, catching up on the week’s news, etc. Offering a worship experience during the week could make it possible for
people in these situations to worship. Additionally, since we are doing this on Wednesdays when many are already
congregating at the church, it’s one less trip to town or to church. Our hope would be that parents might choose to
come to worship with their FINK youth on FINK nights. Offering a simple meal may appeal to parents who are rushing
from here to there and don’t have to figure out supper on Wednesdays. RECHARGE can be an outreach to people in
our community and neighborhood as well who may appreciate a meal, as well as connectedness to others. This is all
about ministry!
In figuring out the evening’ schedule, there were several assumptions which guided the process.
The meal should be scheduled in a way that all our current groups would have time to eat.
Nothing would get scheduled at the same time as worship, as worship is for all.
FINK Nights (17 Wednesdays in a school year) would happen in the sanctuary, now that the Sight and Sound System
is complete as FINK is “tech heavy.” This eliminates the need to clear the preschool room and then set up a
portable projector, computer, sound system and 65 chairs.
We want to be able to end at about the same time as Wednesday evenings have ended in recent years. (8:00 pm)
We want to be as least disruptive to the schedule our groups are accustomed to on the one hand, and recognize that
there will be compromise necessary from most of the groups to make this all work.
The following is the schedule. Please “hold this loosely.” It may change – but only slightly. Nevertheless, you will
get a good sense of the flow of the evening by reviewing the following:
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4:30-5:30 pm
5:00-6:00 pm
5:15-6:00 pm
6:00-6:45 pm
6:45-7:45 pm

Bell Choir (sanctuary)
Dinner for all (Fellowship Hall)
Men’s Choir (sanctuary or preschool piano area, as might be loud for dinner in balcony)
Worship for all
FINK Nights
(6:45-7:15 pm in sanctuary)
(7:15-7:45 pm small groups scattered throughout building)
OR

6:45-7:45 pm
6:45-7:45 pm
7:45-8:00 pm

FINK/Youth Fellowship/Service (on non FINK nights)
(Youth Room/Fellowship Hall/Ed Wing when choir not there)
Mixed Choir (sanctuary non-FINK nights, preschool/piano area FINK nights)
Senior High/Fellowship/Service (youth room/Fellowship Hall)
Final 15, all in Sanctuary (a quiet, contemplative way to end the day)

The compromise in this schedule above includes the Men’s Choir rehearsal starting 15 minutes earlier, and being 45
rather than 60 minutes; FINK starting 15 minutes later and being 1 hour rather than 1 ½ hours; the Mixed choir
beginning 15 minutes later (beginning at 6:45 rather than 6:30 pm) and needing to rehearse around the piano in the
Education Wing on those 17 FINK Nights (but in the sanctuary the other weeks).
As RECHARGE grows, it may make sense to add programing for children prior to dinner, and adult educational
opportunities after worship and before the Final 15. (If anyone wants to take the initiative to add a Bible Study, or
discussion group or small group, please do so! Find 3 others who hold a similar vision for ministry, let Pastor Dave
know, and do it!)
A word about the meals. Of course food costs, but keep in mind that we want to serve simple meals, and at the same
time have a basket for “Freewill Offering – Suggested donation $2/person.” (WELCA does funeral luncheons for $2/
plate and does not lose money.) It could be that one week someone makes a couple roasters/crock pots of chili.
Someone else might prepare for Walking Tacos another week. Sandwiches could be the staple for lots of weeks. It
could be that different ministry groups each take a Wednesday, and then get to showcase their specific ministry. A few
families and/or couples could decide to provide a meal. The idea is gathering together for a simple meal.
A word about musicians for worship: When we have a regular every week worship experience, and expect that
there is music, it is customary to pay at least one musician to ensure there is consistently music at a (more or less)
consistent level of quality. For the time being (2019), we could get by with Pastor Dave, Nikki and others playing guitar
– just like summer lakeside worship. But as RECHARGE progresses into 2020, this should be built into the
congregation’s budget.
Members of the Congregation Council, Pastor Dave, and our Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries,
Nikki Rud are excited about RECHARGE, and hope you will be too. It is part of our response to having discerned a call
to grow in our ministry, in a way that is welcoming and hospitable. Please make plans now to take part in RECHARGE,
to connect more deeply with brothers and sisters in this family of faith, and to grow as followers of Jesus.

Please help keep St. Andrew’s Faith Chest Ministry vital. We’re
looking for hands interested in building faith chests that are given to
children being baptized at St. Andrew’s. Building plans are available
or create your own style. Please check with Angie in the church office
for desired sizes. If you’re able to help build faith chests, please
contact the church office at (218) 326-8508. THANK YOU to those
who have already been building Faith Chests; they are very much
appreciated by all recipients.

St. Andrew’s Vacation Bible School 2019 “Walking with Jesus”
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Sunday, August 4th — Thursday, August 8th from 5:00-7:30 pm each day
For Preschool-4th Grade
Register online at www.saintand.org under the VBS tab or in the church office
No cost – monetary donations appreciated
We are going back in time! Set in the 1st century Jewish Temple and Marketplace, we are going back
into the time of Jesus on Earth! We’ll start with dinner together then have a ton of fun with activities
like baking unleavened bread, making strong mud and straw bricks, singing fun songs and even
stomping grapes with our feet!
***We also need lots of help! 5th grade – adults…we need you! Sign up to be a volunteer (also on
the website) or call/text Nikki at 259-9129 or email nikki@saintand.org

LOOKING AHEAD – MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
“Come Grow with Us!” at St. Andrew’s this year! Join us for Rally Day on Sunday, September 8th for
worship starting at 9:00 am (outdoors at the practice field across the street, weather permitting) and
the Rally Day Brunch and Carnival! Games, prizes, bouncy houses, yummy food, meet your Sunday
School teachers, have fun with friends and more!
Sunday School Teachers – As is always the case at this time of the year, we are putting together a team of people who love
God and like kids who will serve as teachers/leaders for our Sunday school classes. If you have served as a
teacher, or if you may be interested in doing so, please contact Nikki Rud, Coordinator of Children, Youth &
Families, or Pastor Dave.
FINK – There will be an orientation for ALL students in grades 7th, 8th and 9th AND their parents on September 4th. It will be a
time to learn about the FINK program and our hopes and expectations. Ideally prior to that time, we will have identified an adult
to serve as a Small Group Guide for the group of girls, and another for the group of boys. Most often this is a parent of one of
the group members. For some, this is perhaps a bit awkward in the beginning, but as it turns out, this parent is blessed with the
experience of sharing with their child and their child’s peers on a most meaningful level, as we learn and live what it means to be
a follower of Jesus together. Parents – please consider this opportunity, and talk with Pastor Dave. By mid-August, online
registration for all grades of FINK will be on our website.

Rummage Sale Ad:
The annual Highway 38 Sale is right around the corner! If you have things you would like to donate, please bring
them to the church (we’ll be storing them in the youth room again) after August 19th. Due to a conflict in scheduling,
our sale will be held under the IRA Civic Center Pavilion across the road from the church from 3:00-6:00 pm on Friday,
September 20th and 8:00 am—3:00 pm on Saturday, September 21st. There will still be bathrooms available along
with snacks and beverages. We’ll be sorting as much as possible on Thursday prior to the sale since we will be limited
on the time we have to set up before we open on Friday. Anyone able to lend a hand would be very appreciated!
Contact the church office or Nikki for more information.

St. Andrew’s Newsletter

In an effort to reduce spending, St. Andrew’s is now sending the newsletter via email as a pdf
attachment to all those we have addresses for and will only be mailed to our shut-ins who do not have
computer access. Please make sure we have your correct email address by calling the church office at
326-8508 or emailing saintand@saintand.org. For those without computer access, stop in the church
office for a printed copy. Newsletter deadline: all information is due in the church office August 20
for inclusion in the September newsletter.
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Recap on LA:
One day, an old man was walking along a beach that was littered with thousands of starfish that had been
washed ashore by the high tide. As he walked, he came upon a young boy who was eagerly throwing the starfish
back into the ocean, one by one. Puzzled, the man looked at the boy and asked what he was doing. Without
looking up from his task, the boy simply replied, “I’m saving these starfish, Sir.” The old man chuckled aloud, “Son,
there are thousands of starfish and only one of you. What difference can you make?” The boy picked up a
starfish, gently tossed it into the water and turning to the man, said, “I made a difference to that one!”

Last month, 7 high school youth and 2 adults, left their nice warm beds in the middle of the night to depart for
an adventure to the deep south – New Orleans, Louisiana - full of excitement for service, a love for God and a
worldview that would soon change. The next ten days would bond them forever, strengthen their servant hearts,
transform their mindsets of our current world and continue their paths to being God’s hands and feet to all whom
they encounter.
That being said, we also had a ton of fun, experienced hiccups along the way, laughed through tears, learned
to roll with frustration, saw hopelessness and suffering that we didn’t know existed, and came home completely
exhausted yet still filled with the Holy Spirit!
The wonderful thing about serving is that you can live out your call from God to “go and do likewise” and feel
like you made a difference in the world. The reality, however, is that every coin has two sides… you also walk
away knowing there is so much left to do. You sometimes even feel guilty for having so much when others have
so little. You feel swamped by the burden of injustice and overwhelmed by all that’s left undone. One of the kids
(yes…one of the kids!) on our trip during our evening “family time” used the parable of the starfish to help the
rest of us grasp the immensity of our frustrations. Individually, we will never be enough to solve the problems of
the world; however, our mission is not to solve problems alone. It’s to make a difference, no matter the size, in
the world and we know that hearts united in service are unstoppable.
Please watch/listen for information about the “Thank You” dinner that
the youth from the Louisiana and Boundary Waters trips will be hosting.
We’ll have dinner, a slideshow from our trips and the kids (and maybe
the adults too!) will share some of their favorite or most memorable
moments. We are excited to share with you and show you how grateful
we are for your support - spiritually, financially and prayerfully!
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2019 Tuesday Summer Concert Series
August 6

Zion Lutheran Church
“That Thing Called Love” Songs from stage and screen sung by mother and daughter, Patty Dorn
& Shelby Cochran

August 13
August 20
August 27

Grand Rapids Assembly of God Church
“Swing Delivery” swing-era songs by 12-member local band
Community Presbyterian Church
“Songs from RJEMS Music Department” Anissa Grotjohn, Lynnea Iverson, Dave Myers and
Betsy Sween
Grand Rapids Alliance Church
“Back in Our Hometown” Classical piano and violin by Ross Larson and Olivia Skaja
* Every Tuesday * 12:45 pm Lunch $6.00
* 12:00-12:45 pm Concert * Freewill offering for concert

Blog at: http://grandrapidsmnsummerconcerts.blogspot.com

Storage Shed/Container:
We are on a wonderful upswing at St. Andrew’s on involvement, youth participation, enthusiasm and growth! However, with those positive things comes the
logistics of how to make it all run smoothly. One thing that would really help us
out is an additional place to store some of the things we use intermittently but
need to keep nearby. Things such as the Spud Shack and all its accessories, extra signs, banners, odds and ends… all these things are important to our ministries, but we have little space to store them. Many of our things are currently
stored in member’s homes, garages and attics. While this is a wonderful and
gracious thing for
them to do, I wonder if we could ease the burden by being gifted or obtaining a decent shed or storage
container that someone no longer uses. Please keep your eyes and ears out for a way we may be able to
find a gently used shed or storage container for a fair price. With growth comes extra stuff and with extra
stuff comes the need to store it! Thanks!

GRACE HOUSE BREAKFAST BUFFET FUNDRAISER
Saturday, August 17, 2019 – 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM
Forest Lake Restaurant-Downstairs, Grand Rapids, MN
Tickets: $10.00, all proceeds benefit Itasca County’s only Homeless Shelter
Join us for Saturday morning breakfast and a GRACE House fundraiser event on August 17th. You’ll enjoy an opportunity to share a
delicious breakfast while seeing friends and neighbors. $5 Dinner Dance raffle tickets will be available with chances to win a number of
exciting prizes. Bring your spouse, a friend or neighbor and enjoy a fun morning!! Tickets will be on sale August 1 st at GRACE House,
501 SW 1st Avenue, Grand Rapids, at the Forest Lake Restaurant or at the door. Pre-purchase is encouraged!
2019 Guests thru June, 85 guests, 2019 bed nights—111% full, 1739 meals.
In 2018, GRACE House served 157 guests with 3694 nights—101% full and 3629 meals.

W—O—W - Worship on Wednesdays
Summer is still here! We in the northland often find ourselves spending lots of time on the
lake or links, with guests and family—even on Sunday mornings. If this is you, consider
worshipping outdoors at St. Andrew’s lakeside setting Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm
now through August 28. It’s a less-formal worship gathering; the Bible readings and
sermon are based on the previous Sunday’s texts and sermon. Music is usually with
guitar. We have Holy Communion each week. Worship is followed by campfire with
hotdogs and s-mores. In case of inclement weather, worship will be inside the sanctuary.

SAVE THE DATE!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2019
St. Andrew’s is one of many congregations of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) participating in “God’s
work. Our hands.” on Sunday, September 9th. Across the
country, thousands of ELCA members will be engaging in service
work to make a positive change in their communities, build and
deepen relationships and share God’s love.
This is also Rally Day for St. Andrew’s, so our time of serving will be after our outdoor worship service and
congregational picnic.
We will have sign-ups on the kiosk in the church entrance area beginning mid-August so we have an idea of
how many to plan for. Please sign up! Consider serving with a group of friends from church, or with your
whole family! What a great Lutheran witness in Grand Rapids - Our ELCA congregation members working
side by side, for the good of the community! And it’ll be fun!!

Pastoral Acts
Funeral
June 28

Donald C. Darnell

Special Gifts
$25 to Capital Appeal in memory of Donald Darnell by Harry & Jean Gardner
$25 to Capital Appeal in memory of Donald Darnell by Tom & Eileen Grosland
$25 to Good Samaritan Fund in memory of Donald Darnell by anonymous

The members of the PRAYER CHAIN are ready to
offer their confidential help and support through
prayer. Please call Jean Gardner at 999-9890 or Gail
Olijnek at 326-2431 with your prayer requests.
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Thank You Notes
Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Thank you for the prayer shawl. It will provide
comfort to me. I appreciate Jennifer Bringing it to me
Russ Garman
Thank you so much for the generous scholarship! It will
definitely help me along the way! I am grateful to be a
part of such a supporting Church.
Kali Janssen
Thank you for your donation to the Minnesota
Food Share March Campaign in support of the Food
Shelf at Second Harvest. Your gift will allow us to help
restock the Food Shelf at Second Harvest. People are
struggling, often having to choose between buying food or
paying rent. With your help, we can work to relive some
of those struggles. On behalf of the many kids, seniors
and families you have helped. Thank You!!
Louie Gueltzow
Second Harvest Board Member
To our partners in ministry,
With cloth and thread, metal and wood, clay and
stone, you have generously donated your creative skills to
the Northeastern Minnesota Synod quilt auction and
marketplace. This year, your generosity helped raise
$14,647.82 for the ELCA Hunger Appeal. The theme for
this years assembly was, Just Peace Accompaniment: Doing

God’s Mission Together. Through the work of your hand

and the talents you share, you are helping in God’s
mission to bring peace and justice to the world. Wishing
you a summer of joy, peace, and maybe time to be
creative!
The Synod Quilt and Marketplace Team
Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for helping to put food on the
table for hungry children in our community. Your gifts
from the Noisy Offering to Second Harvest allow us to
leverage additional dollars to help us in our local
community. Because of your generosity people like
Elizabeth, a single mother, is able to provide nutritious
meals for her children. It’s not fair for any child to have
to wonder when they will get their next meal. You are
making a difference for Elizabeth and her children, along
with all the hungry people visiting the Food Shelf at
Second Harvest. Your donation of food products will help
us provide food for thousands of meals for hungry
neighbors through the 115 organizations we partner with.
It means so much to hose in our community who struggle
to put food on their tables when times are tighter.
On behalf of the many individuals, families, children
and seniors that will not go hungry because of your
support, thank you!
Susan Estee, Executive Director

BACKPACK PROJECT
Back to School Pencil Tree - It is that time of year again, ~Back To School!
ADK (a teacher sorority) will once again ensure that all students have what they
need when they walk through those doors in September but we need your help.
There will be a tree in the Narthex outside the church office with pencil tags
hanging from it. Each tag has a grade and male or female labeled on the front
with a list of items on the back. If you can, grab a tag and fill a backpack to
make one child's first day of school easier! We appreciate all of your help and
donations. If you have any questions, please contact Anissa Grotjohn.

The fourth Tuesday of each month, St. Andrew’s will be working at the
Community Café at its new location in the Kiesler Wellness
Center. We will be part of the Community Cafe’s mission to serve a
nutritious meal to low income families and people with disabilities while
providing all with a sense of social connection. Two volunteers are needed
4:00-6:00 pm to serve the meal and help with clean up. Please sign up on
the kiosk to volunteer on Tuesday, August 27th.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry

Prayer Shawl Ministry
“Let’s knit (crochet) together, you and me; praying, caring for others, as it should be.”
Thank you to all who have participated in the Prayer Shawl Ministry. Join them again on
Tuesday, August 27 to work on your prayer shawl, start a prayer shawl, and/or learn how
to make a prayer shawl for someone in need. They meet the 4th Tuesday of each month
from 10:00-11:30 am in the Fireside Room. All are welcome! Any questions, please call
Gail Olijnek at 326-2431.

St. Andrew’s Scholarship
Kali Janssen accepted a $250 church scholarship on
Sunday, June 2nd from St. Andrew’s scholarship
committee. She plans to attend the University of
Minnesota Morris and double major in Pre-Med and
Psychology with the plan to continue on to medical
school. Congratulations Kali!
At left is Kali pictured with Polly Sheppard, Scholarship
Committee Representative.

The "Men's Breakfast" is a group of men who meet every Wednesday morning at
7:00 am at the Forest Lake Restaurant. Each week, they discuss the scripture for
the next Sunday's worship service. It's a nice way to start the day. All men are
welcome to attend.

We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to do the
giving you want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card. Giving online is easy
and allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to set up automatic recurring
contributions. Simply visit the church website at www.saintand.org and click on the DONATE
button. Or, donate from your smart phone. Simply scan the image you see here using your
phone’s QR code reader. (Many free code readers are available at your app store.)
Contributions can be made to the General Fund to support our many ministries or to the
Capital Policy Fund.

Church Office Hours:
8:00 am-noon Monday
8:00 am-noon and 1:00-5:00 pm Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Closed all day Friday

Linking Women Together
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"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength." Mark 12:30

Diane Hannah, Co-Chair
Diane Mangseth, Co-Chair

Monthly Spiritual Opportunities for all Women
of St. Andrew’s
Women’s Coffee and Conversation Group
meets the first and third Tuesdays of each month 9:30
am. We are using Daily Faith Practices from the ELCA as our
Bible study. Daily Faith Practices follow the lessons that are
discussed each Sunday during worship. The group meets
Tuesday, August 6 and August 20 in the Fireside Room. All
women are welcome!
Quilting Ministry will not be meeting during the
summer but you can still help! Pick up a quilt top kit, take it
home, sew it together according to the instructions and return
it to the credenza located in the Fellowship Hall by the office
windows. Help us make this another record year for LWR
quilts. Questions? Call Gail Shoemaker at 218-245-1202.
Prayer Shawl Ministry meet the 4th Tuesday of
each month. “Our Hands Are God’s Hands” speaks well of our
Prayer Shawl Ministry here at St. Andrews. With prayer and
fellowship we meet the 4th Tuesday of the month to knit and
crochet shawls for those in need of comfort, healing, peace,
hope and love. New members are always welcome. If you
finish a prayer shawl, please bring it into the church office as
prayer shawls are always needed. We still have beautiful yarn
available through the Thrivent action team event, so if you
need some to make a prayer shawl, contact Gail Olijnek at
326-2431. Thank you all for continuing to be a part of this
important ministry of the church.

Sunday Coffee Hour
Each monthly newsletter lists the serving group for the next
month. If your name is on the list, please call your leaders to
let them know when you would like to serve coffee and/or
donate baked goods and snacks for Sunday mornings. Thank
you so very much for your Christian hospitality to help make
coffee time a success.

Sunday Coffee Hour
August co-leaders are Jean Gardner and Gail Olijnek
Jan Anderson
Alicia Bauman
Diane Bedient
Deanna Bothma
Angel Bradshaw
Charity Briggs
Andrea Bundermann
Jennifer Bymark
Kay Carvey
Mary Pat Christensen
Jerry Clark
Shannon Cook
Kevin Docken
Irene Dodds
Megan Drusch-Hilback Jennifer Eck
Heather Erickson
Jennifer Fothergill
Diane Goetzman
Shana Gould
Anissa Grotjohn
Tiffany Hagen
Jill Haroldson
Esther Hoganson
Barb Heston
Melanie Jacobson
Kim Jamtgaard
Rachelle Jensen
Judy Johnson
Tammy Johnson
Tina Kappenman
Tina Karges
Julie Kennedy
Jean Koewler
Carol Kolu
Shirley Kongsjord
Tami Kottke
Kara Lefebvre
Bette Luoma
Tiffany Madsen
Shannon Mann
Kathleen Menk
Susan Mertz
Marlys Mestemacher
Melissa Mostoller
Gail Nelson
Larry Nelson
Susan Oberhelman
Barbara Olson
Becky Pellymounter
Fran Rowe
Amy Savela
Polly Sheppard
Gail Shoemaker
Cathy Snowden
Kate Tarbuck
Cindy Tweet
Pat Vann
Rochele Wimmer
Nicolle Zuehlke
God bless you all for doing God’s
service.
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Looking for a way you can help out around St. Andrew’s, but don't know where to start? Check out the Jobs
Board located in the Fellowship Hall. Small projects are listed on note cards that we are looking for congregational members to tackle. Take a card for the project you, your family or a small group would like to champion and tackle the project. If you have any questions, please contact a committee member listed on the Jobs
Board.
Worship Assistants needed. Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall to
be Greeters, Lectors, Ushers and/or Communion Assistants. Description
of duties for each position are posted by the sign-up sheets. Assistants
are needed for 9:00 am Sunday worship services and 6:00 pm Wednesday worship services.

Special music for summer worship. Our Men’s, Mixed and Hand Bell Choirs are on break for the summer
months. If you or a family member would be interested and willing to provide special music on a Sunday
morning this summer at our 9:00 am worship service, please contact Pastor David Anderson to schedule. We’re
also looking for musicians (especially guitarists) for Wednesday worship services at 6:00 pm. Please contact
Pastor David. He can be reached at the church office (218) 326-8508 or via email at pastordavid@saintand.org.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY—The third Thursday of each month, St Andrew’s offers help building a new home for

a Habitat family. The location is right next to the old Hospital on the road down by the YMCA. Our next build day will
be Thursday, August 15th. If you can help out for the day or just part of the day, that would be great. If you can’t and
would like to provide treats for the workers, that would also be welcome. Please sign-up to help on the kiosk. For more
information, please call Jim Willford 218-244-8990. It would be great to see you there!

Hey all you Rascals!
Be ready to be entertained by our own Judy Rimmer, a member of
St. Andrew’s. If you know Judy at all, you know she’ll have us
laughing and more! She calls her program, “Angel and Scotch
Tape.” The date is September 12th at 5:00 pm. The cost is $11.00.
Please sign up on the kiosk by Sunday, September 9th and make
checks payable to Marie Flicker. Hope to see you there!
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ST. ANDREWS LUTHERAN CHURCH
May 21, 2019
COUNCIL MEETING 6:00 p.m.
Present: Betsy Trevena, Kim Jamtgaard, Alan Anderberg, John Saccoman, Jim Martinetto, Dan Thureen, Pastor
David Anderson, Barry Olson, Cindy Busby, Byron Snowden, Marj Lavalier, Nikki Rud, Amber Jackson
Devotions – Betsy Trevena
Additions to the Agenda
e. Senior Honor Banquet
President’s Comments
a. Rotted Pine tree removed from behind the sanctuary window that was at risk of falling into the
church if it were to fall
Pastor and CYFM reports
Replaced failed laptop-funding received from Thrivent Dollars from non-members who willingly
donated their dollars toward a new laptop for CYFM Coordinator
Previous Minutes – Motion to accept April Congregation Council Meeting minutes by Cindy Busby, 2nd by Jim
Martinetto. Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report – Motion to accept April treasurer’s report by Jim Martinetto, 2nd by Kim Jamtgaard.
Motion passed.
Synod assembly resolution for sister synods- congregations encouraged to add a line to support those
synods. Motion to direct the treasurer to work with Peterson Accounting to add a line item to the
budget to cover companion synod relationships in the benevolence section of the budget by Jim
Martinetto, 2nd by Cindy Busby. Motion passed.
Old Business
Capital Appeal Update-Roofing project: peaked roof is completed, however, the flat roof above the
youth room, is underway. Painting will take place on June 4 in the Fireside room. The only
places left to paint after that are the Narthex and the offices. Motion to allocate up to $5000 for
Narthex ceiling repairs and move “Narthex Ceiling Repair” from received funds to the Council
Authorized to Proceed section by Byron Snowden, 2nd by Betsy Trevena. Motion passed. Thank
you to Alan for all of his work he has been putting in on collecting bids, working with
contractors, etc. toward the Capital Appeal.
Capital Policy Revision – Tabled for further review, as it needs more committee work.
New Business
Review of One service on Sunday Mornings (As discussed one year ago, this was to be reviewed at
the end of the program year)-Motion to continue with the one service format on Sundays by Jim
Martinetto, 2nd by John Saccoman. Motion passed.
Revised Capital Policy-duplicate
Council Retreat Follow-up
Priority/timing of take-aways
Actions & Assignments
Wednesday services-Motion to support the staff vision for Wednesday nights by Byron
Snowden, 2nd by Cindy Busby. Motion passed.
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Simply Giving Signup Day-Financial Planning & Giving Team to discuss and potentially plan
Senior Honor Banquet-Committees to work on timing with scholarships (CYFM & WELCA)
Upcoming Calendar Events
20-May
newsletter submissions due
29-May
Wednesday lakeside services start
2-June
Pie & Service Auction
15-24-June Youth Mission Trip to New Orleans
18-June
Tuesday Summer Concert & Lunch
24-26-June WELCA summer convention
Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer
Next regular meeting – June 18, 2019 6:00 pm Fireside Room
Devotions – Marj Lavalier

ST. ANDREWS LUTHERAN CHURCH
June 18, 2019
COUNCIL MEETING 6:00 p.m.
Present: Barry Olson, Amber Jackson, John Saccoman, Dan Thureen, David Anderson, Alan Anderberg, Jim
Martinetto, Cindy Busby, Marj Lavalier, Betsy Trevena, Byron Snowden (by phone)
Absent: Kim Jamtgaard
1. Devotions – Marj Lavalier
2. Additions to the Agenda
3. President’s Comments
4. Pastor and CYFM reports-Library computer will in on June 19, 2019. There was approximately $4000 raised from
the Pie & Service Auction. Motion to pay balance for Narthex Video monitor be taken from line item 8015 by Jim
Martinetto, 2nd by John Saccoman. Motion passed. Motion to repair preschool swing with budget line item 5135
(repairs and maintenance) for 50% of cost, with the preschool paying the other 50% by Jim Martinetto, 2nd by
Barry Olson. Motion passed. Motion to move July 16 meeting to July 23 by Barry Olson, 2nd by Cindy Busby.
Motion passed.
5. Previous Minutes – Motion to accept May meeting minutes by Betsy Trevena, 2nd by Cindy Busby. Motion
passed.
6. Treasurer’s Report – Motion to accept May treasurer’s report by Amber Jackson, 2nd by Betsy Trevena. Motion
passed.
7. Old Business
a. Capital Appeal Update-Motion to adjust approval amount on Narthex Ceiling Repair from up to $5000 to
up to $6000 by Jim Martinetto, 2nd by John Saccoman. Motion passed. Motion to move carpet replacement
fellowship/narthex from “congregationally approved” section to “authorized to proceed” section and to
allow Alan to pursue narthex/fellowship carpet replacement, not to exceed $30,000 to complete the project
by Jim Martinetto, 2nd by Betsy Trevena. Motion passed.
b. Capital Policy Revision –Revisions have been made and a new draft completed. This will be revisited next
month.
8. New Business
a. Review of Wednesday Night Services-moved to “old business” and no actions taken at this time
b. Retreat Actions Items update
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c. Not use plastic communion cups – Cindy-more research and information to come back to next meeting
d. July Council BBQ and council meeting July-moved to July 23 @ 5pm
e. July 21-22 Bike & Build Overnight-Youth Team
f. July 26-28 Spud Shack at Fairgrounds-Youth Team
9. Upcoming Calendar Events
15-24-June
Youth Mission Trip to New Orleans
18-June
Tuesday Summer Concert & Lunch
24-26-June
WELCA summer convention
14-20 July
BWCA Canoe Trip
21-22 July
Bike & Build Overnight
26-28 July
Spud Shack at Fairgrounds
16 July
Council BBQ & regular meeting 5:00 pm
Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer
Next regular meeting – July 16, 2019 5:00 pm BBQ & Fireside Room
Devotions – Byron Snowden
Committee’s:
Executive: Pastor David N. Anderson, President Barry Olson, Vice President John Saccoman, Treasurer Dan
Thureen, Secretary Amber Jackson
Financial Planning & Giving: Dan Thureen, Jim Martinetto
Property Site Care & Planning: Alan Anderberg, Amber Jackson
Faith Formation & Journey: Betsy Trevena, Kim Jamtgaard, John Saccoman
Faith in Action: Barry Olson, Marj Lavalier, Cindy Busby, Byron Snowden

SIMPLY GIVING
A simple choice; a generous response
The Simply Giving Program
Through Simply Giving®, your offerings are made through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You
determine the frequency of your automatic donation – weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly – the option is yours. Your
donation is deposited into St. Andrew’s bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your account.
Benefits to you and… St. Andrew’s
Simply Giving® is a reliable, safe way to move your stewardship plan into action. It allows you to share your donations
through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing stewardship. This is literally “first fruits” giving, as you
decide up front the level of your giving. Because your donation is given consistently, you won’t need to play “catch-up” at
year-end or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. But you’re not the only one that benefits.
Your congregation benefits from steady, more predictable donations throughout the year, more efficient bookkeeping, and
greater confidence in meeting its financial commitments.
Who do I call if I have more questions about the Simply Giving® program?
Contact Angela Olson, St. Andrew’s Parish Secretary, at the church office 326-8508. She can assist in signing you up or in
changing your authorization.
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Overall, 2019 has been a tough year for charities and non-profit organizations. Largely, as a result of recent changes in
the income tax code, giving to your favorite charity is a bit more complicated, and not as attractive financially as it used to
be. This has resulted in a drop in individual charitable giving of almost 4% nationally. Naturally, we were concerned how
this trend might affect St. Andrew’s and our ministry here. The good news is that in spite of these difficulties, our membership has risen to the challenge and not only maintained but increased our giving over past years. So we want to give a
huge, huge, heartfelt thank you for your generous support of our ministry here at St. Andrew’s.
Dan Thureen, Treasurer
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Mon

Tue

26

Church Office closed
Afternoons
4:45p Loon Country Quilters
Board meets

25

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion

28
7:00a Men’s Breakfast
6:00p WOW Worship
6:30p Sr High Youth Night

27
10:00a Prayer Shawl Ministry
4:00p Community Café
6:00p Church Council

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
3:30p Women of ELCA Board
6:00p WOW Worship
6:30p Sr High Youth Night

Church Office closed
Afternoons
5:00p ICC Football team
Dinner served

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion

21

19

18
9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group
4:30p Loon Country Quilters
Newsletter Information due
in church office

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
6:00p WOW Worship
6:30p Sr High Youth Night

10:00a Lutheran Social Service
5:30p Property Site Care &
Planning Team

Church Office closed
afternoons

20

14

13

12

9:00a Contemporary
Worship with Holy
Communion

7:00a Men’s Breakfast
5:00p Vacation Bible School
5:00p Vacation Bible School
6:00p WOW Worship

11

7

9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group
5:00p Vacation Bible School

Church Office closed
Afternoons
5:00p Vacation Bible School

6

5

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion
5:00p Vacation Bible School

Wed

4

For most complete and up-to-date calendar, please visit
our website www.saintand.org.

Sun
Church Office closed

7:00p Al Anon

7:00p Al Anon

29

7:00p Al Anon

22

8:30a Habitat Build Day
1:00p Painting Pals
7:00p Al Anon

15

5:00p Vacation Bible School
7:00p Al Anon

30

Church Office closed

23

Church Office closed

16

Church Office closed

9

2

1

8

Fri

Thu

AUGUST 2019

31

24

17

10

3

Sat

17

18
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Worship Service Schedule
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Wednesday Worship 6:00 pm

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a
rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE

God’s presence in our lives.

GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for
our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

