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FROM PASTOR DAVE
“Interesting times.” “Never experienced anything like this before.” “Kinda weird”. “How long do you suppose this
will last?” “Is it going to get worse, before it gets better?” “What will church look like if the governor issues a shelter
in place directive?” These are thoughts and questions most of us probably have at this time of the COVID-19
pandemic. I sure do.
Last Sunday our Gospel reading was from John, chapter nine (actually the entire 9th chapter!). It is the story about
Jesus healing a man born blind. Prior to the healing, the disciples asked Jesus why the man had been born blind. Was
it because he sinned or because his parents sinned? I made the point in my sermon that while Jesus answered, He
answered a different question. Rather than answering the “why” question, He answered the “What now” question.
Or the “What’s next” question. Or the “What will God be up to now?” question. What will God do now that we’re
in this mess, or struggle, or tragedy, or pandemic?’ And Jesus’ answer is, this is an opportunity God’s glory to be
revealed. It is time to do God’s work.
I share that because I think we need to focus on the “what now,” the “what’s next,” and the “what will God be up to”
questions as we are in the midst of uncharted territory as we imagine and live into how to be the church when we
cannot gather in-person. (As I just wrote this sentence, I got a text suggesting that Governor Walz may be issuing a
“shelter in place” directive this afternoon.)
What now and what next?
Phone ministry – I am looking for a big team of people who would be willing to call up to 10 other church
members at least once each week. We would provide a basic script, but it would include asking how people
are doing, what their needs are and what their church could pray for. Would you consider doing this as a
way of helping our church family stay connected? This will be particularly important for those who do not
have internet access, which will exclude them from much of what we will try to implement.
Worship – until such time as we need to shelter in place, we will continue to live-stream worship Wednesdays
at 6:00 pm and Sundays at 9:00 am. (And post it online after worship.) We are trying to keep them similar
to in-person worship, as familiarity brings comfort. That will change if worship leaders and I are not able to
gather at the church. I’m not sure what worship will look like in that case, but it will be on-line with me
streaming from my home I imagine.
Meetings – we are having no in-person meetings, however we are able to gather online using technology called
Zoom. A host sets up a meeting, sends out invitations in an email or text, and others can join via computer,
smartphone, or tablet. If you want to have a meeting with a group, please be in contact with me or Angela
Olson, Parish Secretary.
Confirmation and other educational opportunities – I am planning on gathering our FINK students and
adult guides via Zoom for my presentation, and then “sending” small groups into separate “conference rooms”
for small group discussion and then returning to the large group for a wrap up. I am pondering if and how I
might offer a Bible study in a similar fashion – probably one of the Crossways International studies. The
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Monday Night Bible Study is looking at if and how to use Zoom as well, opening up that study for more people.
Giving – to continue our ministry in these changing circumstances requires the continued financial support of everyone in
this family of faith. If you are not using Simply Giving or giving electronically online, please consider doing so
now. Download the information and authorization form from our website (www.saintand.org/giving) for more
information. Or give Angela Olson, Parish Secretary a call and she can easily help you set it up. You may also mail in
your offerings and donations. I am looking into the feasibility of using Venmo to make giving more accessible. If you are
not yet a sustaining member of St. Andrew’s, I cannot think of a better time to step up and begin. $10 a week can make a
big difference. And speaking of “stepping up” as some people may lose jobs or part of their income due to shutdowns and
closings, and may not be able to give as much to their church, those who are not as impacted need to step up and give
even more. We are in this together.
Children’s ministry – Nikki wrote the following on our website: ONLINE SASSY FUN! (S.A.S.S.Y. stands for St.
Andrew’s Sunday School Youth) For this time of not being able to meet for Sunday School in person, I will be posting
weekly links to the Children’s Gospel Text (from Spark Bible), activity and coloring pages to go with the message and
even some fun family activity recipes and games for you to do at home!
Youth Ministry – youth will continue to check in, connect and hold each other in prayer via Snapchat. The current plan is
gathering via Zoom. If you want to get in on this or to learn more, please call/text Nikki: 218-259-9129.
Staff and office hours - We are now getting ready to transition to working remotely from our homes. Nikki is already
doing that as of this week. Angie and I should be set up to remotely access her computer soon. Our voice mail system
will direct callers to call our cell and/or home phones. We, too, can do much through Zoom. We will likely share the
duty of picking up the church mail.
What will God be up to?
Time will tell, but I can imagine that through this God is nudging us to be more intentional about being connected as the Body
of Christ, reaching out to one another and calling one another and loving each other and not taking each other or our
Family of Faith for granted.
I think God will be nudging us, through these circumstances, to move more into being the church in the 21 st century. While
not diminishing the importance of in-person gatherings, I think we will lean how to be church in ways that the younger
generations already embraces.
Having seen in just these past 2 weeks or so how many churches and pastors and staff are posting devotions and worship
services and prayer services online, I can imagine God will use this to grow our faith as we take in these offerings more
frequently through each day.
Yes, these are strange times indeed with lots of unanswered questions and uncertainties. But one thing is certain: God is with us
every step of the way. God is our refuge and strength. Jesus invites those who are weary carrying heavy burdens to come to him.
The Holy Spirit is present as our Comforter and Counselor, Helper and Guide.
Peace,
Pastor Dave

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
Website: www.saintand.org

Facebook Live at 9:00 am on Sundays and 6:00 pm on Wednesday:
https://www.facebook.com/St-Andrews-Lutheran-Church-350163293401/?ref=br_tf
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg3kyoJRxrhDZ3OrqZOf7Iw

President’s Report
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For the first time in our history, St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church was closed Sunday, March 15, and
also the Lenten service on Wednesday, March 18, to in-person congregational worship. Both
services were streamed through Facebook Live. On Tuesday, March 17th, the congregational
council voted to keep the church closed for all activities and continue worshiping remotely for at
least roughly the next eight (8) weeks. That could change because state and federal directives
seem to be adjusted daily.
So what does this all mean?
Some of you may wonder about our finances during this difficult time. Let’s be honest, without offering during
our Sunday worship service, giving will be more difficult. It won’t be impossible. About 60-percent of our
worship offering is through “Simply Giving.” That should continue. We will have to be more creative to capture
the other 40-percent without in-person worship. If you are able, we will be looking to you to step up and
provide additional funding if that is something you can afford. I am comforted by our St Andrew’s Finance
committee which will monitor the situation and will help our council stay on top of all our finances.
Please look out for our congregational members. During this quiet period, we will not be seeing each other at
St. Andrew’s for worship and fellowship. We’ll need to be purposeful and make an effort to call those elderly
members who may need some assistance or comfort, and may not be all that willing to ask. Look out for each
other. If you’re willing to help and don’t know how to reach someone within our congregation, please feel free
to contact me and I’ll try to help connect you.
Also during this time of uncertainty, we will be leaning on Pastor Dave probably more than ever. He’s the guy
captaining our ship, as they say. We’ll be looking to him for leadership and guidance to navigate us through
what some have predicted could be some rough waters. I have complete faith that he’ll lead us to the other side
of this coronavirus hurdle with his years of experience and wisdom.
But, remember that even Pastor Dave needs some time to re-charge his own batteries. Typically, Monday is an
off day for him. Let’s try our best to determine if our questions can wait until Tuesday. Of course if it’s an
emergency, by all means contact him. My point is that it’s best for all involved if our leader is fresh, whether
that is mentally, physically, emotionally, spiritually or all four.
Look, nobody is panicking. We are trying to make sound decisions based on information we’ve gathered from
state and federal officials, as well as the Center for Disease Control, MN Department of Health and the ELCA
Northeastern Minnesota Synod. We will come out of this trying time stronger than ever.
As Pastor Dave says: “We are being a church remotely out of love and concern for the most vulnerable in our society,
community and congregation: the elderly, the frail, and those with compromised immune systems. We do not want to be a place
or a people who contribute to the spread of the coronavirus. We want to be part of the solution. For the sake of “the other” let’s
all be safe.”
Sincerely,
John Saccoman, President
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
218-301-0014
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Holy Week Schedule
Sunday, April 5 - Palm Sunday - 9:00 am Worship
Maundy Thursday, April 9 - 6:00 pm Worship
Good Friday, April 10 - 6:00 pm Worship
April 12 - Easter Sunday
9:00 am - Easter Worship Service
All worship services are via Facebook Live and are uploaded
to our website via YouTube.

Easter Lily Order Form
Name ___________________________________
Phone ___________________________________
________ Easter Lilies at $15.00 each
In Memory of ______________________________________________________
In Honor of _______________________________________________________
Please fill out this form and mail to the church office with full payment. Checks should
be made payable to St. Andrew's Lutheran Church and designate "Easter Lily" in the
memo. Lilies may be picked up to take home after the 10:30 am worship service on
Easter morning.
Deadline to order is Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020.
While we are not gathering for worship in-person, we would still like to have lilies
in the sanctuary during our live broadcast.

Second Harvest North Central Food Bank
March 22 was Pack the Pews Sunday for Second
Harvest North Central Food Bank. While we
couldn’t gather together in-person for worship, we
still had grocery bags full of food in the pews. St.
Andrew’s donated 580 lbs. of food, toothpaste and
soap and almost $1,133 for the Minnesota March
FoodShare Campaign. WELCA also donated $400
bringing our total donation to over $1,500!! Thank
you to everyone that helped with this very important
cause. Our donations help put food on the table for
many in our community. During March, our
financial donations help to leverage additional dollars
to help restock the shelves at the Food Shelf at
Second Harvest. Thank you again!

NEW MEMBER CLASS COMING IN APRIL
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The next two-session New Member Class is Tuesday, April 16th and April 23rd at
6:30-8:00 pm. The class will be meeting online via Zoom. The New Member Class
is a time to learn about the history, present and future of St. Andrew’s. Ministries
and programs of the congregation are introduced and explained. We cover the
basics of Christianity from a distinctly Lutheran perspective and how that is lived
out in and through St. Andrew’s. The Marks of Discipleship (prayer, worship,
Bible reading, service, relationships and giving) provide the basic shape to this
class. It’s a time to ask questions, hear preliminary answers, meet staff and other
course participants. All people interested in joining St. Andrew’s should be part of
a New Member Class. If you wish to join St. Andrew’s, please contact call the
church office at (218) 326-8508, extension 1 to sign up. We’ll send you the link to
be able to log into the classes.

Pastoral Acts

Baptisms
March 1
March 1
March 15
Funeral
March 24

Delilah Ann Wydra
Miranda Jean Mayo
Emma Anne Moore
Beverly Kongsjord

Special Gifts

$25 to Capital Fund in memory of Irene Dodds by Harry & Jean Gardner
$20 to Capital Fund in memory of Myrtle Gardner by Wanda Clark
$100 to Youth Fund in memory of Becky Pearson by Mark Pearson

Planning to further your education next year by attending college or another
post-secondary educational facility? If so, apply online for a St. Andrew's
education scholarship and feel the support from your hometown
congregation! HURRY—Applicants have until April 1st to apply, and
scholarships will be awarded in May. To apply, go to saintand.org, click on
the ministries tab and select health and wellness. Once there, scroll down to
the link for the scholarship application.

THRIVENT MEMBERS
Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars by March 31st!
As part of helping people lead generous lives, Benefit Members of Thrivent Financial are given the opportunity to direct
Thrivent Choice Dollars to qualified organizations that they would like to support.

Your Choice Dollars are available to be given to your favorite organization until March 31st.

If you received Thrivent Choice Dollars over the last year and want to direct it to St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, you can
contact Thrivent at 800-847-4836 or simply follow this link.

Thank You Notes
Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church WELCA,
Thank you so much for helping put food on the table
for hungry men, women and children in our community.
Your gift of $400 for the Minnesota FoodShare March
Campaign will allow us to leverage additional dollars to
help restock the Food Shelf at Second Harvest. On
behalf of the many individuals, families, children and
seniors that we keep from going hungry every day,
THANK YOU!
Susan Estee, Executive Director
Open Door Coat Rack 2008-2019
2019 Coat Drive resulted in serving 1,088
people, 516 children, 572 adults including
our privilege to serve many families of
veterans. A big thank you to volunteers
who worked multiple shifts sorting and on
distribution days plus the great bunch of
guys who moved clothes racks and supplies
from garage and assisted packing up. Also

my gratitude to the community who gave generously
coats and financial help. As I return my proximity and
garage keys to the church office, I reflect back to some of
the original people who made this coat drive a success. It
began under the guidance of Pastor Marva Jean
Hutchens and helpful church secretary, Shirley Habeger.
Then to a special assistant Lucy Walsh and in recent
years a super co-chair Corinne Youso. It has touched my
heart to witness so many churches and volunteers come
together to keep people warm in this area of Minnesota
through our long cold winters which to date averages
1,035 served per year. After 12 years, many of you
thought I would never give up being chair of the Open
Door Coat Rack. The truth is I am looking forward to
spending more time with my family and friends.
Especially my precious “best looking”
greatgrandchildren. This certainly became a rewarding
experience for me. Will miss and love you all.
Lou Becicka

The members of the PRAYER CHAIN are ready to
offer their confidential help and support through prayer.
Please call Jean Gardner 218-301-6130 or Gail Olijnek
at 218-326-2431 with your prayer requests.

From the Church Office…

The April newsletter is also available online on our website at
www.saintand.org. In an effort to reduce spending, St. Andrew’s is no
longer mailing newsletters. It is being emailed as a pdf attachment to
all those we have addresses for and is only mailed to those who do not
have computer access. Please make sure we have your correct email
address.
Please call the church office at 326-8508 or email
saintand@saintand.org. Now more than ever, it’s important that we
have email addresses to avoid postage expenses. Thank you for letting
us know your email. Call the church office 326-8508, ext. 1 or send us
an email at saintand@saintand.org. Thank you!

Do you enjoy building and working with wood?
You can help keep St. Andrew’s Faith Chest
Ministry vital. We’re looking for people
interested in building faith chests that are given to
children baptized at St. Andrew’s. If you’re able
to help build faith chests, please contact the
church office for building plans. Or call for
desired size and design your own! Thank you for
helping keep this important ministry alive.
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ST. ANDREWS LUTHERAN CHURCH
February 18, 2020
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Present: Pastor David Anderson, Amber Jackson, Nikki Rud, Marj Lavalier, Kim Jamtgaard, Linda Flom, John Saccoman, Betsy Trevena,
Dan Thureen, Sue Mertz, Vicky Lorenz, Alan Anderberg. By phone: Byron Snowden
Absent: none
Devotions – Pastor Dave
Additions to the Agenda
President’s Comments (no officers yet for 2020)
Pastor and CYFM reports
Previous Minutes – Motion to approve January meeting minutes by Marj Lavalier, 2nd by John Saccoman. Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report – Motion to approve January Treasurer’s Report by Linda Flom, 2nd by Vicky Lorenz. Motion passed.
Old Business
Capital Appeal Update
Summary sheet – Pastor Dave: Motion to move Church Siding Staining from Council Authorized to proceed, by Byron
Snowden. 2nd by Kim Jamtgaard. Motion passed.
Decide 2nd benevolence $10K options
Motion to give $6000 to Voyager Lutheran Ministry and $4000 to Special Olympics, Itasca County by Marj Lavalier, 2nd
by Amber Jackson. Motion passed.
New Business
a. Election of Officers
President: John Saccoman
Vice President: Kim Jamtgaard
Treasurer: Dan Thureen
Secretary: Amber Jackson
b. Council Team Assignments
c. 2020 Council Devotions
Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer
Next regular meeting –March 17, 2020 at 6:00 pm Fireside Room
Devotions – Linda Flom
2020 Council TEAMs
Executive: Pastor David Anderson; President John Saccoman; VP Kim Jamtgaard; Treasurer Dan Thureen; Secretary Amber Jackson
Financial Planning & Giving: Dan Thureen, Byron Snowden
Property Site Care & Planning: Alan Anderberg, Sue Mertz, Kim Jamtgaard
Faith Formation & Journey: John Saccoman, Amber Jackson, Betsy Trevena
Faith in Action: Vicky Lorenz, Linda Flom, Marj Lavalier
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We are pleased to announce we have additional and convenient ways for you to do the
giving you want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card. Giving online is
easy and allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to set up automatic recurring contributions. Simply visit the church website at www.saintand.org and click on the
DONATE button. Or, donate from your smart phone. Simply scan this image using your
phone’s QR code reader. (Many free code readers are available at your app store.) You
can also contact the church office to set up Simply Giving, another convenient way to donate regularly using your checking or savings account.
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Current Worship Service Schedule
via Facebook Live
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Wednesday Worship 6:00 pm

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE God’s presence in our lives.
GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

