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FROM PASTOR DAVE...

This past month, I invited anyone to join me in reading and discussing a book together, online, in a weekly Zoom meeting. It’s a book
club of sorts (but open to anyone!!). We are reading God and the Pandemic by N. T. Wright, an Anglican scholar, priest, professor, bishop
and prolific writer. One of the first points in this book is that while many of us want to ask “Why” questions, perhaps the better question
is “What.”
Why questions include Why is this pandemic happening? Why did my loved one get sick? Why does any bad stuff happen? We start
coming up with – answers – whether they are biblical or not. It’s because God is punishing us. It’s because of something bad I or we or
they did. Or maybe we go to the other extreme saying, It’s because God is not in control. God is not sovereign. God is not all-powerful.
(The author contends that these questions and answers miss the point as Jesus said and demonstrated that there is not a straight line
between someone’s sin and evil that may or may not happen. Jesus also – as the supreme sign of the Kingdom of God, and as the fullest
expression of the character of God – redefined what control, sovereignty and power in the Kingdom look like. Spoiler alert: it looks like the
cross.)

The more important “what” questions are What is God doing, now, in the midst of all that is happening? What new thing is God doing and
about to do?
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
Isaiah 43:19
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”

Revelation. 21:5

In addition to What is God doing, an important What question is What is God calling me to do in the midst of this pandemic? What is
God wanting to do through His body – the Church – given the circumstance we are living in? What actions and attitudes is God longing
for us to exhibit and live? What might we do to shine the light of Jesus into the darkness of people’s lives?
It is admittedly a mantra of mine, but I come back to “loving and serving God by loving and serving people.” We need to be creative in
this, as it appears that it will be some time before we will be gathering together in person in our building. (See information elsewhere in
this newsletter about our COVID Preparedness Plan and plan for opening the building.) But “the church is not a building, a committee or
a board. It’s not a corporation for the business of the Lord. We are the church. The body of our Lord. We are all God’s children and
we have been restored.” (Song by Jay Beech). So let’s be the church in these times. Let’s be creative in how we can love and serve
people. Call a neighbor or a member of St. Andrew’s today. Offer to bring a meal. Sit outside – physically distanced – and talk. Ask
how you can volunteer in a safe manner with Habitat for Humanity, or Second Harvest Food Bank.
Staff and ministry leaders are needing to be intentional and creative (intentionally creative?) in fostering community and faith
development. In worship this might mean more outdoor worship services like the one we had recently at Camp Hiawatha. We could do
this on-site in our own parking lot as well, (we need to get an appropriate sound system) in addition to streaming worship each
Wednesday and Sunday. Education with adults, including small groups and “coffee hour” after worship, and more book discussion groups
will have to happen on-line. I’m wondering how we might do leadership development this way as well. (Last October, 4 of us went to a
training on “Growing Young” to help congregations intentionally include and reach and be relevant to youth and children.) Ministry to
and with children will have to be more the church and staff resourcing and supporting parents and families in their responsibilities to raise
children in the Christian faith. Youth ministry will need to continue to be done outdoors, on-line, one-on-one, and utilizing other spaces
such as our camps.
Is any of this ideal? No. But instead of wallowing in self-pity, in frustration, and in asking the Why questions, let’s commit to asking and
following up on the What questions. What is God doing, and What is God calling us to do?
Peace, Pastor Dave

Plan for returning to the church building
in light of the COVID-19 Pandemic
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At it’s meeting on July 21, the Congregation Council discussed, revised and embraced a COVID Preparedness Plan, which both the State of
Minnesota and our Northeastern Minnesota Synod have asked of us. They did so to ensure the safety of all, but in particular the most
vulnerable in our congregation and community, and in order to mitigate the spread of COVID–19 in our community and beyond. It is based
on the best scientific and health care information available as well as guidance from Bishop Tom Aitken, the Northeastern MN Synod and the
ELCA, and the office of the Governor of Minnesota. At each monthly meeting, the Congregation Council will review the pandemic
situation, including trends (increasing or declining) of cases of COVID-19 in Itasca County. They will make the determination to stay at the
current level, or to move ahead or revert to another level.

There are three levels to our re-entry plan: Red, Yellow, and Green

The building may be closed but the Church is not! We will continue to be the Church, loving and serving God by loving and serving people.
We will continue gathering on-line for worship both Wednesdays and Sundays. Bible studies, meetings, confirmation, will happen remotely
using technology such as Zoom. We can gather outdoors (weather permitting) as long as we adhere to physical distancing of 6’ (even for
worship, like we recently did at Camp Hiawatha!). Our Member to Member phone ministry keeps us connected.

The building is open with
restrictions
Gatherings are allowed with
restrictions
The criteria for moving to Level Two include (among others) a trend of declining COVID-19 cases in Itasca County for
28 days. Once that happens, we can gather – with restrictions – for in-person, on-site worship and smaller events. These restrictions
include limiting the number of participants, adherence to physical distancing of 6’ and the wearing of masks.

We will rejoice in welcoming
everyone back to St. Andrew’s
Lutheran Church!!!

The criteria for moving to Level One include a trend of declining COVID-19 cases in Itasca County for 42 days. (Includes
the 28 days used to move from Level 3 to Level 2 This means it is an additional 14 days.) A COVID-19 vaccine must also be readily
available.
The complete and detailed plan will be made available on the congregation’s website following the August meeting of
the Congregation Council.
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St. Andrew’s at Camp Hiawatha! Live and in person!
Wednesdays, August 5th and August 26th

You are all invited to be part of St. Andrew’s outdoor RECHARGE worship at Camp Hiawatha on both Wednesday,
August 5 and Wednesday, August 26 at 6:00 PM. We will be outdoors and practicing good physical distancing as a
precaution due to Covid-19. Bring your own chairs or blankets. Feel free to come any time after 5:00 PM, and bring your
own picnic supper if you’d like. We did this last month and had 68 people there. What a joy to worship in the presence of
and with others. For those who do not worship at camp, you can watch worship as usual on Facebook Live, as we will be
live-streaming both evenings. For those coming to camp, invite others to be part of this too!

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY – SERVING IN THE CONTROL BOOTH

Might you be interested in helping with our audio, video and projection for worship on Sundays and
Wednesdays? This is such an important role! Members of this team operate the cameras, sound and
computer making possible our Live streaming as well as the video replayed a week later on ICTV. When we
are able to gather in-person, they are responsible for what the congregations hears as well as what is
projected.
Two members of this team, who have been serving in the booth regularly, have graduated from high school
and will be moving on to their next adventures by about the third week of August. Before they leave, they –
along with Pastor Dave - are willing to train people. Might this be you? Besides the satisfaction of knowing
you are part of making worship possible, another perk is that you get to be in the sanctuary even during this
time when our building is closed due to COVID. Please contact Pastor Dave (david@saintand.org) to
express interest or to get more information.

Coffee and Chocolate
Are you missing your Equal Exchange coffee and chocolate? There is some available for
purchase. Email Vicky Lorenz at lorenzv.1608@gmail to place your order. Please
place your order by Wednesday August 12th. Pick up and payment (by check) will be
Monday August 17th, 4:00 – 6:00 pm at the church.
Let’s get caffeinated.

4

APPEAL UPDATE
We are now halfway through the Appeal we have called “For Such a Time As This.” Through your
contributions to this appeal, we have been able to do so many things to grow in our ability to be
welcoming and hospitable. This includes:









A new roof to the west of the fellowship hall (over youth and storage rooms)
A repaired roof over the narthex
New dry-walled ceiling in narthex with new lights
The completion of our Sight and Sound System
Carpet in the Education Wing, Fellowship Hall and Narthex as well as in the offices
New “LP Smart Siding” on the bell tower and wall surrounding the balcony stained glass window
Staining of the exterior of the church building (to be completed in the next week or so!)
Supporting Habitat for Humanity ($10,000), Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry ($6,000) and Itasca County
Special Olympics ($4,000) as part of our commitment to giving a full tithe (=10%) of funds raised through
this appeal

The next project will be new carpet in the sanctuary. If we do the work of removing the pews and old carpet,
the main sanctuary (minus the chancel/altar area) will cost $15,461. We already have $8,884 available, leaving
a balance of $6,577. It would be great if we could raise these funds so we can do this project during the time
we are not gathering in the sanctuary for worship. If this is a project you feel strongly about, and have the
means, perhaps you would want to help make this happen financially.

St. Andrew’s is not gathering for worship in the sanctuary. We are heeding the guidance from
Bishop Tom Aitken, the Northeastern MN Synod and the ELCA, and the office of the Governor of Minnesota, so that
we are not part of the problem of spreading the virus, but rather are part of the solution in minimizing the spread of the
virus. While St. Andrew’s staff continue to work remotely from home, you can still reach us via email or by phone.
Pastor David Anderson – david@saintand.org
(218) 838-8202
Angela Olson, Parish Secretary – saintand@saintand.org (218) 999-5352 or cell (218) 259-8131
Nikki Rud, Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries – nikki@saintand.org (218) 259-9129

We want to remind you that we live-stream worship on Facebook Live at 9:00 am each Sunday and at
6:00 pm each Wednesday with a very minimal number of people present. Additionally, we post our worship
services to our website shortly after they conclude. Go to our website at www.saintand.org and click “Follow us on
Facebook” or “Follow us on YouTube” to watch a worship service. Please help us identify those who do not have access
to either the internet or TV (Paul Bunyan or Medicacom) and we will find a way to share the worship services with
them.
To continue our ministry in these changing circumstances requires the continued financial support of everyone in this
family of faith. If you are not using Simply Giving or giving electronically online, please consider doing so now. Click
here for more information. https://www.saintand.org/giving/ You may also mail in your offerings and
donations. Even though we are working remotely from our homes, please be assured that we do collect the mail from
the church every day.
We are being church remotely out of love and concern for the most vulnerable in our society, community and
congregation: the elderly, the frail and those with compromised immune systems. We do not want to be a place or a
people who contribute to the spread of the coronavirus. We want to be part of the solution. For the sake of “the
other,” let’s all be safe.
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Spiritual Opportunities for all Women of St. Andrew’s
Women’s Coffee and Conversation Group meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of
the month 9:30-11:00 am via ZOOM. We are very enthused about the Bible
study we are using called “Daily Faith Practices” from the ELCA. Daily Faith
Practices follow the lessons that are read each Sunday during worship. The group
will meet Tuesday, August 4 and August 18. Please contact Eileen at 326-4797
or email her at grosland@paulbunyan.net to be invited to the group. All women
are welcome!

Summer Bible Study
The Monday Night Bible Study continues with a 5-lesson series which started June 29.
Each lesson is independent so join anytime! The Bible study lessons begin at 6:30 pm
and are held remotely, using ZOOM which can be accessed with computer (audio and
screen) or phone (audio). Contact Angie at saintand@saintand.org if you are interested in
participating in the remote Bible study sessions. You will then be included in the private
email invite. Enjoy the convenience and comfort of your home while experiencing the
fellowship of group Bible study. Come join us; you are all welcome.

Scriptures and Worship
Sending
August 10
Holy Baptism
August 31

Leader: Barry Olson
Sending, Proclaiming the Good News, Making Disciples
Leader: Pastor Joan Gunderman
Baptized into Christ, Spirit of the Lord,
I am the light of the world, Let your light shine before others

Prayer Shawl Ministry
I’ll admit, I haven’t picked up my needles much this summer, but a while back when I did, I found I was doing my pattern
wrong so needed to rip it out. It reminded me of a prayer by Molly Wolf that I want to share with you. It’s appropriate for
everyone, not just knitters and crocheters. (frog or frogging means “rip-it, rip-it, rip-it” in knitting terminology).
Creator and Great Repairer,
I count on you to mend.
When I mess things up, help make them whole.
Please frog my failures, unravel my wrongs.
Help me laugh at my humbling blunders.
Surprise me with your perfect stitches;
May I once in a while find one in my work. Amen
For more information on the Prayer Shawl Ministry, please contact Gail Olijnek at (218) 326-2431 or email her at
golijnek@cpinternet.com
Submitted by Gail Olijnek
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Hwy 38 Sale…
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
we will not be participating in the Highway 38 sale this year.

Vacation Bible School
Please keep the children of St. Andrew’s in your prayers as they independently have
Vacation Bible School in their homes with their families. Those who have registered will
receive their “VBS in a Box” kit on August 2nd full of lots of faith and fun but, as we all
know, it’s not nearly the same as getting together for the week. Do you know a 3-yearold – 4th grader who didn’t register and still would like a free VBS kit? Contact Nikki!

BRIGHT MOMENTS!!!

Even though our times together have had to modify a great deal through these uncertain
times, it’s important we still acknowledge and celebrate our bright moments in God’s love
and light!
14 senior high youth and adults were able to do a couple of service projects at Camp
Hiawatha on July 12th. Sealant was added to a cabin and trees were planted along with a
much-needed time of having fun and laughing. A huge thank you to all who participated
and it is so appreciated so much how well you followed the rules of safety!
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St. Andrew’s Sunday School Youth
Be watching for more details on how St. Andrew’s will be continuing with Sunday School
after church services on Sundays starting in the fall. We may not be able to meet together
on site but we will still be together apart and safe!

NatioNal Youth GatheriNG 2021 updates…
After much prayer and consideration, the ELCA Youth Gathering Team and Bishop’s office
have decided that the 2021 National Youth Gathering will be postponed to 2022. The
Youth Gathering will be held July 24-28, 2022 in Minneapolis.

We continue sharing Ecological Christianity Through The Lord’s Prayer from Lutherans Restoring Creation.
In this issue, we share the last two petitions.
Save us from the time of trial. (Lead us not into temptation.)
What is this? It is true that God tempts no one, but we ask in this prayer that God would preserve and keep
us, so that the devil, the world, and our flesh may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair,
and other great and shameful sins, and that, although we may be attacked by them, we may finally prevail and gain the victory.
Think! An average child watches 20,000 commercials on TV each year. This corporate consumer myth of
brand identity and purchasing ease and inexpensive happiness is much of what got us into our current
ecological crisis. How can you help a child to enjoy life in a natural state?
Act! Don’t forget to get outside yourself! Shut off the TV or computer at some point this week and go for a
walk, or sit and enjoy.
And deliver us from evil. (For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.)
What is this? We ask in this prayer, as in a summary, that our Father in heaven may deliver us from all
kinds of evil—affecting body or soul, property or reputation—and at last, when our final hour comes,
may grant us a blessed end and take us by grace from this valley of tears to Himself in heaven.
Think! In Luther’s summary, this perhaps also points to the close of the prayer—and the start—that we are
in God’s care forever and ever. Even in this time of trial where we may fear irreversible harm, God is
with us. “Yes, it is going to come about just like this!” How does God’s ongoing work for good in this
world empower you and give you hope?
Act! Pray for God’s work to save the whole earth. And pray that you also will love what God loves and
save what God saves. Yes it shall be so!
https://lutheransrestoringcreation.org/ecological-christianity-through-the-lords-prayer/
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
June 16, 2020
Congregational Council Meeting 6:00 PM
Present via Zoom: Amber Jackson, Pastor David Anderson, John Saccoman, Kim Jamtgaard, Dan Thureen, Vicky Lorenz,
Linda Flom, Alan Anderberg, Marj Lavalier, Byron Snowden, Sue Mertz, Betsy Trevena
Absent: Nikki Rud
Devotions – Amber Jackson
Additions to the Agenda
President’s Comments - no comments
Pastor and CYFM reports - see attached reports. Communion—intention to do more frequently, twice a month.
Previous Minutes – Motion to accept May 19, 2020 meeting minutes by Byron Snowden, 2nd by Kim Jamtgaard. Motion
passed.
Treasurer’s Report – Motion to accept May Treasurer’s Report by Linda Flom, 2nd by Sue Mertz. Motion passed.
Old Business
Capital Appeal Update by Pastor Dave—see attached report.
COVID-19 Update – Governor’s recent guideline; Synod is still against opening all to “normal” and still following the
“just because you can open, doesn’t mean you should.”
PPP conclusion—nothing to update. It was extended from 8 weeks to 24 weeks to use the funds. The funds should be
fully utilized throughout this month.
New Business
Creating DVDs of worship service - Byron: experimenting to proceed
Lighting issues / Video challenges - Byron: no action at this time, gathering more information
Pie & Service Auction - Vicky: Motion that Pie & Service Auction will not happen in 2020 due to COVID-19 by Linda
Flom, 2nd by Kim Jamtgaard. Motion passed.
July newsletter - Vicky-: eneral consensus of wanting to reach out to those in the Congregation that are unable to receive
information otherwise. Request has been made for those on the Congregational Council to write an article for the
newsletter.
T-Shirt Design - Betsy: Presented a T-Shirt design. T&T Designs is able to make the shirts and if you have a certain shirt
you love and want the St. Andrews T-Shirt design on, you are able to bring in your own T-Shirt to have logos put
on. Otherwise, order forms will be made available to order the full shirts with.
Upcoming Calendar Events
Finance Team 7-9-20 @ 4 p.m.
Site and Property 7-14-20 @ 5:30 p.m.
Habitat for Humanity Build Day 7-16-20 (small groups with masks)
Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer
Next regular meeting – July 21, 2020 6:00 p.m. Zoom Meeting

Devotions – Dan Thureen
2020 Council TEAMs
Executive: Pastor David Anderson; President-John Saccoman; Vice President-Kim Jamtgaard; Treasurer-Dan Thureen;
Secretary-Amber Jackson
Financial Planning & Giving: Dan Thureen, Byron Snowden
Property Site Care & Planning: Alan Anderberg, Sue Mertz, Kim Jamtgaard
Faith Formation & Journey: John Saccoman, Amber Jackson, Betsy Trevena
Faith in Action: Vicky Lorenz, Linda Flom, Marj Lavalier
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Pastoral Acts
Funerals
June 19
June 27

Anna Bessie Baumgaarner Rowe Funeral Home
Nancy Kay Ziemski graveside service

Special Gifts in July
$25 to Memorial Fund in memory of Margaret Myers by Jeanne C. Maki
$600 to General Fund in honor of Kevin Trevena’s baptism by Betsy and Matt Trevena & family
$40 to Capital Appeal fund memory of Nancy Ziemski and Claire Tinquist by Barry & Angela Olson

Thank You Notes
Dear St. Andrew’s,
The family and I want to thank you all at St. Andrew’s for
your prayers, cards and memorials given in memory of Verne
Foss. He was a loving Husband, Father, Grandfather and Greatgrandfather.
Beverly Foss and family

To my St. Andrew’s friends,
Thank you for your kind words and thoughtfulness during a
difficult time when my dad, Verne Foss, passed away May 16th.
My dad had a wonderful sense of humor and always had a smile
on his face. He loved to dance and play cards, even up until
February when he developed a lung infection that just couldn’t
be cured. In his 91 years, he taught me to love life and we made
many memories together as a family. While I miss him terribly, I
take comfort knowing he is in the loving embrace of our Lord.
And I know he is reunited with my 2 sisters, Terry and Cheryl,
laughing and dancing together. God’s blessings to you all.
Angela & Barry Olson

SIMPLY GIVING
A simple choice; a generous response
The Simply Giving Program
Through Simply Giving®, your offerings are made through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You
determine the frequency of your automatic donation – weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly – the option is yours. Your
donation is deposited into St. Andrew’s bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your account.
Benefits to you and… St. Andrew’s
Simply Giving® is a reliable, safe way to move your stewardship plan into action. It allows you to share your donations
through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing stewardship. This is literally “first fruits” giving, as you
decide up front the level of your giving. Because your donation is given consistently, you won’t need to play “catch-up” at
year-end or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. But you’re not the only one that benefits.
Your congregation benefits from steady, more predictable donations throughout the year, more efficient bookkeeping, and
greater confidence in meeting its financial commitments.
Who do I call if I have more questions about the Simply Giving® program?
Contact Angela Olson, St. Andrew’s Parish Secretary, at the church office 326-8508. She can assist in signing you up or in
changing your authorization.
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We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to do the
giving you want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card. Giving online is easy
and allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to set up automatic recurring
contributions. Simply visit the church website at www.saintand.org and click on the DONATE
button. Or, donate from your smart phone. Simply scan the image you see here using your
phone’s QR code reader. (Many free code readers are available at your app store.)
Contributions can be made to the General Fund to support our many ministries or to the
Capital Policy Fund.
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Worship Service via Facebook Live
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Wednesday RECHARGE Worship 6:00 pm

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a
rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE

God’s presence in our lives.

GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for
our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

