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FROM PASTOR DAVE:
According to the church calendar, last Thursday (May 21) was Ascension Day. A day we remember that Jesus
“ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father” as we confess in the Apostles Creed. Because it is
always celebrated 40 days after Easter, Ascension Day is always on a Thursday, and therefore rarely do we focus on it.
We are not accustomed to gathering for worship on a Thursday – but some of us are accustomed to gathering for
RECHARGE every Wednesday. So I took the opportunity last week to focus on the Ascension.
The Ascension marks the completion of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. It is what sets Him apart from other
people in the gospels who had died, but whom Jesus had raised from the dead. There was His good friend Lazarus –
brother of Mary and Martha. There was the daughter of a man named Jairus, to whom Jesus said “talitha cum” - which
means, “Little girl, get up!” Yes, there were people in the gospels who were raised from the dead, but they died again.
Not so with Jesus. He didn’t die but ascended into heaven, where He sat down at the right hand of the Father. But what
that really means is that Jesus is alive and in a position of authority. Alive and in a position of complete lordship over
everything. Alive and back where He had come from “in the beginning,” when “in the beginning was the Word and the
Word was with God and the Word was God.” Pretty awesome stuff! And we join – on this side of death – with the
worship in the throne room of God with the angels. “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and
honor and glory and might forever and ever! Amen!”
The story of the Ascension is found both at the end of the gospel according to Luke, as well as at the very
beginning of Acts (also written by the author of Luke). Read it, and ask the questions, Where am I in this story? How
does my story intersect with this story? For me, in light of the pandemic, Jesus’ instruction to His followers to stay put
and wait jump right out at me. More so than at any other time, I have been staying put as I wait. I’m trying to wait this
pandemic out. I’m waiting for a vaccine. I’m waiting for the time when we can safely gather again for worship. I’m
waiting to be able to go to a movie, or visit my parents, or for my extended family to be able to gather at the cabin. The
disciples were to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit, who would empower them to tell others about the love and grace
of God. I’m sure it was not easy for them. Waiting rarely is.
Another intersection with this story is in what the disciples did when they were waiting. The text from Acts says
that they devoted themselves to prayer. How is your praying as you are waiting during these days, weeks and months?
Let me encourage us to devote ourselves to prayer – connecting with God. May our prayers be not only for ourselves, but
may they be prayers of intercession for others. May they include both prayers of thanksgiving as well as prayers of lament
– complaint. Pray for our nation and community. Pray for our President and the CDC, and pray for our Governor and the
MDH. Pray for civility of discourse and that God might bind God’s church together in love. Pray that God would fill you
with peace and patience and love – love for all, but especially love for those with whom you are likely to disagree, and
love for the most vulnerable among us – those most vulnerable to the coronavirus and those most on the fringes of society.
I don’t like to wait. Patience is not one of my virtues. But maybe in the midst of all of this, you and I can learn
patience and learn to “be still and know that I am God” as we devote ourselves to prayer.
***
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The question at the front of many of our minds is, “When can we get back to worshipping in our sanctuary like we used to?”
I see two questions in that one question: When can we get back into our sanctuary? and When can we worship like we used
to? Both are complicated, and probably have different timelines, but the answer may be similar: when we can safely do so.
Or when the council feels that we can adequately mitigate the likelihood of presymptomatic or asymptomatic people being
silent spreaders of the virus. Last week, Governor Walz announced that places of worship can now open – but only at 25%
of capacity. For St. Andrew’s that would be between 60-70 people – although that number will probably be lower as all
family units have to remain socially distanced from other individuals or family units. This means 6 feet of separation in all
directions. Already that is not “like we used to.”
When the time comes when the council is convinced that we can safely gather, or are ready to accept that the risk of
exposing people to the virus is one they’d take because the spread of the virus has slowed and we’ve taken every precaution
we can and believe the risk is worth it, worship will still look and feel very different than before. Not “like we used to.” In
order to keep all individuals and family units 6 feet apart, people will have to make reservations to be part of worship.
Masks may be required. To minimize the virus transmitting through aerosolized breath, which can linger in the air for
hours, there will be no singing, or unison spoken responses. We cannot use wind instruments for the same reason. There
will be no hugging or handshakes. No communion. No coffee hour. Friends will not be able to sit together unless they are
rom the same household. This is not worshipping as we’re used to.
I am inclined – at least right now – to continuing offering worship live-streamed and archived online, as our primary
worship method. The worship services are available to everyone who has a computer or smart phone or smart TV. The
same video is shown one week later on ICTV (local access cable.). While less than ideal, this worship includes singing,
wind instruments, communion once a month, a Children’s Sermon, and spoken responses. St. Andrew’s “niche” for our
online worship services is to provide worship that looks and feels as much like our in-person on-site worship services as
possible. Other congregations have decided a shortened worship service best suits them.
Though we feel we are providing the best, most complete and familiar worship services we can, for the greatest
number of people, we know some people cannot access them. There are some in our family of faith who do not have internet
service, nor do they have Paul Bunyan Television or Mediacom, both of which include ICTV. I am asking for your help in
this. If you, or someone you know, does not have internet and does not have access to ICTV on their television,
please let me know. (david@saintand.org, or call the church office and leave a message). We are working on being able to
make copies of our worship services on DVD and making them available to be picked up or delivered. And if that does not
work, we can have small groups of 10 people or less, gather at the church (socially distanced with masks) to view the video
of worship.
Another avenue for worship the council is learning about and talking about is worship out in the parking lot, with
people staying in their vehicles in their household units, with the windows rolled up. There are several logistical hurdles
with this method, (sound system, FM transmitter, “stage”, music, etc.) and I am not yet sure what is gained by this as there
won’t be any mingling, but I am willing to continue learning and discerning.
Please pray for your congregation council, as they continue discerning the way forward. Please offer them words of
encouragement in these tough times. Thank them for doing what they can to keep us all – but especially the most vulnerable
– safe. They are good and faithful servant-leaders.
Peace, Pastor Dave

St. Andrew’s Youth News

While summer youth trips and events have mostly been canceled, we
will continue with Parking Lot Youth Groups and posting Sunday
School activities on the website. Be watching for more information
regarding opportunities for our kids and families including how we
will be moving forth with Vacation Bible School.
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S CORNER…
My favorite segment in today’s television news is Steve Hartman’s “On the Road.”
Like Charles Kuralt before him, the premise of the segment is to travel around the
nation’s backroads telling stories of kindness that stitch together the fabric which
makes America. Watch a Hartman or Kuralt story and tell me it doesn’t move
you emotionally to feel better about people in the world…or at least people in a
small corner of the world.
Kuralt once said “The everyday kindness on the backroads of America, makes up for the acts of greed in
the headlines.” Much of the discourse and conversation around us today seems to come with sharp edges. News programs are often served with healthy helpings of noise from folks who seem intent on
moving the public needle in one direction or the other.
What seems to be lost, or at least trampled, is kindness. I’d much rather enjoy a story about the kid
whose Kool-Aid stand raised money for the local homeless shelter. Give me the junior-high-school kid
who cuts the 80-year-old neighbor’s grass without payment and brings in her groceries because he enjoys listening to her stories.
The dictionary definition for kindness is “a behavior marked by ethical characteristics, a pleasant disposition and concern and consideration for others.” Someone along the way thought being kind was a big
enough deal to give it its own day. February 17 is National Random Acts of Kindness Day.
The Bible itself is filled with several references to kindness.
“Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” Colossians 3:12. How many of the world’s problems would be extinguished, or
most certainly reduced, if we as humans could practice that simple verse?
Opening your eyes to kindness means noticing when others are suffering. We have no idea the battle
some are fighting. A smile or kind word can touch someone’s life in ways we’ll never know.
During a time when COVID-19 and stay-at-home orders have displaced us from friends and family,
kindness builds a bridge to better days ahead. A simple telephone call or sending a card in the mail always makes a positive impact.
Humans are wired to gather. We are a herd society. We gather for worship. We gather for meals. We
gather for holidays, birthdays and graduation ceremonies. For the past 2 months, all have been altered,
postponed or cancelled altogether. We share in the common grief of separation.
They say it doesn’t cost anything to be kind. We really are all in this together. The time to recognize
our connection to each other, and to be kind to one another, is at hand. Start right here, right now.
Brighten someone’s day in our corner of the world. I guarantee you won’t be disappointed.
Respectfully submitted John Saccoman

St. Andrew's Students from the Class of 2020 are being honored in
this month’s newsletter. Congratulations to ALL the graduates!

“For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future." Jeremiah 29:11

Jacob Ahcan

Parents: Stephen and Allison Ahcan
Nickname: Shawny
Future plans: attending St. john’’s University for business &
Marketing and continuing lax career

Max Bolen

Parents: Jon and Sara Bolen
Future Plans: ICC, WORk, hope to go to Scotland
Favorite Church Memory: National youth gathering

To My St. Andrew’s family~
Thanks for being such a great church to belong to, and being
great friends.

Derek Broberg

Parent: Angie Broberg
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Brooke Christenson

Parents: Keith and Katherine Burns-Christenson
Future Plans: Attend Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa for a degree in
biology.
Favorite Church Memory: I enjoyed the National Youth Gathering. I also
always had a lot of fun during the annual cardboard canoe races.

To My St. Andrew’s family~
Thank you for all your love and support. I’m very excited for the next
chapter of my life, and I’m grateful for the community that has got me to
where I am today.

Caleb Christianson

Parents: Chad and Megan Christianson

Jillian Dagle
Parent: Joshua Dagle
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Ali Dorr

Parents: Alan And Jennifer Dorr

Easton Fothergill

Parents: Gordon and Jennifer Fothergill

Mason Gould
Parent: Hattie Gould friend

Noah Grotjohn

Parents: Sander and Anissa Grotjohn

Future Plans: college
Favorite Church Memory: playing Basketball

To My St. Andrew’s family~
Thank you.
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Gabbi Henke

Parents: Matt and Shelley Henke

Future Plans: I plan to attend the University of North
Dakota, majoring in Medical Laboratory Science with a
pre-med minor.
Favorite Church Memory: Confirmation lock in and
the bonfire

To My St. Andrew’s family~
Thank you for all your love and support.

Jake Jacobson

Parents: George and Melanie Jacobson
Future Plans: Go to Gustavus and continue my education and be a
part of their swim team. My dream since I was 7 years old.
Favorite Church Memory: Helping at Spud Shack and Youth Groups
with Nikki

To My St. Andrew’s family~
Thank you for your love and support since my baptism at St
Andrew's Lutheran Church back in 2002. Please keep us all in your
continued prayers as we move on during this strange time in all
our lives right now.
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Julianne Jacobson

Parents: George and Melanie Jacobson
Future Plans: Going to UW Eau Claire this fall and
then hopefully to law school
Favorite Church Memory: Haunted Hayride we did at
my grandparents farm, as fundraiser for our
confirmation class. Raised money for food shelf.

To My St. Andrew’s family~
Thank you – stay healthy and safe!

Karlee Jamtgaard

Parents: Jay and Kim Jamtgaard
Future Plans: I’m planning on going to icc in the fall and then
afterwards go to vermilion community college to become a vet
tech
Favorite Church Memory: My favorite church memory was probably
GOING TO NEW ORLEANS LAST SUMMER WITH THE YOUTH GROUP

To My St. Andrew’s family~
Thank you so much St. Andrew’s church for supporting the seniors
and the rest of the youth for so long. It really means a lot to me. I
probably wouldn’t have been able to go on as many youth trips if it
weren’t for your support so thank you so much. I love my church
family!
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Makenzie Jaranson

Parents: Todd and Janet Jaranson
Future Plans: My plans are to move in with a friend for a year before
applying for the army’s helicopter training program.
Favorite Church Memory: My favorite memory was going to new
orleans with the youth group.

To My St. Andrew’s family~

Thank you all for being so kind and welcoming to me and my family.

Alex Morse

Parents: AJ and Kim Morse
Future Plans: Going to college at UND for chemical
Engineering
Favorite Church Memory: Going to camp hiawatha

To My St. Andrew’s family~
Don’t stop working for your dreams.

Noah Olson

Parents: Kevin and Pam olson
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Catherine Rud

Parents: Chris and Nikki Rud
Future Plans: I plan to attend the University of Minnesota Duluth this fall to get
my bfa in Musical Theatre.

Favorite Church Memory: Some of my favorite memories include going to RECHARGE
on Wednesdays and the 2019 Boundary waters trip.

To My St. Andrew’s family~
Thank you to the congregation for being my rock through Junior and Senior Year.
I truly value the relationships I’ve made at St. Andrews; I will be visiting often:

Alex Timm

Parents: Jon and Connie Timm
Future Plans: College at Bemidji State University
Favorite Church Memory: Fink Nights

Morgan Walsh

Parents: Jeff and Melanie Britten

Future Plans: I will be attending St. Catherine University and major in Psychology
Favorite Church Memory: The haunted houses with my confirmation group and
the confirmation lock in.

To My St. Andrew’s family~
Thank you so much for all the support throughout my years at St. Andrew’s.
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Anna Zelenak

Parents: Brad and Susan Zelenak
Future Plans: I am going to Winona State University
to major in elementary education

Favorite Church Memory: Going on the service trip to
Seattle Washington

To My St. Andrew’s family~
Thank you for your support and the opportunities
that the church has made available to me.

Wyatt Zuehlke

Parents: Bryan and Nicolle Zuehlke

Congratulations to two St. Andrew's members - Max Bolen and Alex Morse who each will receive a $250 church
scholarship to help them with their post-secondary education goals.
Max Bolen plans to attend Itasca Community College. While he's undecided as far as a major of study is concerned,
he is leaning towards something in forestry, according to tis application materials. He maintains just how important
St. Andrew's has been to him when he writes, "When I have had a hard day or frustrating day, it has helped to go to
church on Wednesday. It just feels like all the frustration and everything just washes away. My church family and
friends have made me feel like I belong and I am in a good place."
Alex Morse plans to attend the University of North Dakota and major in chemical engineering. As an Eagle Scout,
Alex has made a commitment to volunteer and plans to take that seriously throughout his life. He states that his
friendly relationship with God, fostered through his confirmation classes at St.Andrew's, has consistently helped him
through all of life's trials so far, both physically and mentally. He states, "I feel that God and my faith have helped me
through many of the hard times in my life."
Students pursuing a post-secondary education can apply for a St. Andrew's Church Scholarship every year.
Applications are due by April 1st each year.
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Summer Bible Study
The Monday night bible study continues through the summer with a five lesson series starting June 29. The study
will be held on periodic Monday nights (see schedule below). The time of the bible study lessons is 6:30 pm. The
bible study will be done remotely, using ZOOM which can be accessed with computer (audio and screen) or phone
(audio). Contact Angie at saintand@saintand.org if you are interested in participating in the remote bible study sessions. You will be included in the private invite. Enjoy the convenience and comfort of your home while experiencing the fellowship of group bible study. Come join us, you are welcome.

Scriptures and Worship
Gathering
Leader: Barry Olson
June 29
Ministry of the Church & Gathering in Jesus Name
Acts 2
Joel 2:15-17
Matthew 18:20
Ephesians 2:4-5
Psalm 149:1-4
2 Corinthian 13:13
Word

Leader: Cathy Snowden
July 13
Readings, Responses, Prayers, Peace
Psalm 121
Colossians 3:15-17
1 Timothy 2:1-2
Matthew 6:5-14
Matthew 7:7-12
John 20:19
Psalm 122:6-9
2 Corinthians 13:11-14

Meal

Leader: Carol Leber
July 27
Fellowship, Offering, Giving Thanks, Meal, Lord’s Prayer
Acts 2:42
Matthew 18:20
John 17:20-23
Matthew 25:35
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Matthew 6:9-13

Sending
Leader: Barry Olson
August 10
Sending, Proclaiming the Good News, Making Disciples
Matthew 28:19
John 20:21
Numbers 6:23-26
Galatians 2:10
Matthew 10:7
1Corinthians 15:57
Holy Baptism
August 31

Leader: Myrna Peterson
Baptized into Christ, Spirit of the Lord,
I am the light of the world, Let your light shine before others
Romans 6:3-4
1 Corinthians 1:30
1 Corinthians 3:23
Galatians 3:27
Isaiah 11:2
Ephesians 1:13-14
John 8:12
Matthew 5:16
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St. Andrew’s is NOT gathering for worship in the
sanctuary this Sunday – or any Sunday very
soon. You may have read an article stating “Lutherans in MN

gathering for worship.”
That does NOT include ELCA
congregations. We are heeding the guidance of the governor and our bishops,
so that we are not part of the problem of spreading the virus, rather are part of
the solution in minimizing the spread of the virus. Worship will be livestreamed Sunday on Facebook Live at 9:00 am, posted on YouTube later
Sunday, and rebroadcast one week later at 6:00 pm Sundays on ICTV. Please
help us identify those who do not have access to the internet or TV (Paul Bunyan
or Medicacom) and we will find means to share the worship services with them.
While St. Andrew’s staff continue to work remotely from home, you can still reach us via email or by phone.
Pastor David Anderson – david@saintand.org
(218) 838-8202
Angela Olson, Parish Secretary – saintand@saintand.org 999-5352
Nikki Rud, Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries – nikki@saintand.org (218) 259-9129
We want to remind you that we live-stream worship on Facebook Live at 9:00 am each Sunday and at 6:00
pm each Wednesday with a very minimal number of people present. Additionally, we post our worship services to our
website shortly after they conclude. Go to our website at www.saintand.org and click on “Follow us on Facebook” or
“Follow us on YouTube” to watch a worship service.
To continue our ministry in these changing circumstances requires the continued financial support of everyone in this
family of faith. If you are not using Simply Giving or giving electronically online, please consider doing so now. Click here
for more information. https://www.saintand.org/giving/ You may also mail in your offerings and donations. Even
though we are working remotely from our homes, please be assured that we do collect the mail from the church every
day.
We are being church remotely out of love and concern for the most vulnerable in our society, community and
congregation: the elderly, the frail and those with compromised immune systems. We do not want to be a place or a
people who contribute to the spread of the coronavirus. We want to be part of the solution. For the sake of “the other,”
let’s all be safe.

The members of the PRAYER CHAIN
are ready to offer their confidential
help and support through prayer. If
you believe in the power of prayer,
you should join the prayer chain.
What is the prayer chain? How does it work? If
you'd like to join, just call Jean Gardner at 218301-6130 or Gail Olijnek at 218-326-2431. You'll
receive an email with a prayer request. Then you
pray in the privacy of your home. That's all that is
required. If you have a prayer request, just call
Jean or Gail, and they'll send an email request to
the group. So . . . if you believe in the power of
prayer, join the prayer chain. It's an easy and
meaningful way to do God's work by caring for
others.

Deadline for August Newsletter
All news articles and information need to be in
the church office by July 20 to have it included in
the August newsletter. In an effort to reduce
spending, St. Andrew’s is no mailing newsletters.
It is being emailed as a pdf attachment to all those
we have addresses for and will only be mailed to
those who do not have computer access. Please
make sure we have your correct email address.
Please call the church office at 326-8508 or email
saintand@saintand.org.
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In the May newsletter, we shared the first two petitions of Ecological Christianity Through
The Lord’s Prayer from Lutherans Restoring Creation, In this issue, we share the next two petitions. More will follow.

Your kingdom come.
What is this? In fact, God’s kingdom comes on its own without our prayer, but we ask in this
prayer that it may also come to us.
How does this come about? Whenever our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that
through the Holy Spirit’s grace we believe God’s holy word and live godly lives here in time
and hereafter in eternity.
Think! Notice again that the kingdom is not equated to heaven, but comes in how we live here
and now. Read Mark 4:30-32, where Jesus compares God’s kingdom to a mustard shrub in
which we all rest. Where do you experience the nesting comfort of God’s promise?
Act! Since the parable talks of birds and plants, find and identify one around you. Know this
amazing diversity of who your nest-mates are.
Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
What is this? In fact, God’s good and gracious will come about without our prayer, but we ask
in this prayer that it may also come about in and among us.
How does this come about? Whenever God breaks and hinders every evil scheme and will—as
are present in the will of the devil, the world, and our flesh—that would not allow us to hallow God’s name and would prevent the coming of His kingdom, and instead whenever God
strengthens us and keeps us steadfast in His word and in faith until the end of our lives.
This is God’s good and gracious will.
Think! The prayer continues reinforcing that this is a matter for this life—for this earth! If
flowers bloom to the glory of God, gurgling rapids sing God’s praises, and even rocks do what
they’re supposed to do, how can you listen for God’s will for you to love all your creaturely
neighbors on earth?
Act! Luther says God breaks us from the world, here not meaning the natural world but the
things that get in the way of focusing on what God wants. Make a list of at least 5 ways
your actions or lifestyle get in the way of God’s good for the natural world. Then list at least
5 things of this world you’d like to pay better attention to. Finally, list at least 5 things to
change for the culture of your church, community, or country.
https://lutheransrestoringcreation.org/ecological-christianity-through-the-lords-prayer/

Thank You Notes
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Thankyou so much for your donation to the Food Shelf
at Second Harvest. Your $400.00 donation makes a big
impact - for every dollar donated, we are able to provide
enough food and grocery items for five meals! We cannon
do our work with out you. Because of you, Second Harvest
North Central Food Bank is able to provide a safety net
for many of our hungry friends and neighbors that would
otherwise be forced to skip meals. On behalf of the staff
and volunteers and especially the people who turn to
Second Harvest for help, we again thank you. Total
donation received including other checks of $110 from St.
Andrew’s Painting Pals. Thank you!
Susan Estee, Executive Director
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Dear St. Andrew’s Family,
Thank you for your prayers while I am struggling with
spine issues. I developed a blood clot from not being
mobile enough and am still on blood thinner until midAugust. Now with the Covid-19 upon us, I don’t know if or
when I can have surgery.
Thank you to all of you who sent cards (some of you
sent more than one.). And thanks to Pastor Dave for
coming out to our house for a visit and bringing
communion prior to the stay-at-home. A shout out to
Gayle too for your note of encouragement. You are all
appreciated!
Tony Menk

Your Own Prayer Shawl
We are all in need of a hug…some extra love, comfort, cheer, warmth and peace now, during this pandemic. Grab your Prayer Shawl (if you have one) or your favorite snuggly blanket or afghan and wrap it around you
and give yourself a hug…knowing that the prayers the Prayer Shawl Ministry, our church family, family and
friends are sending you now have the love of God wrapped around you. May God be with all of us as we continue
to isolate and slowly open up our world to our new normal.
If you know of someone who needs a prayer shawl, please let me know so we can arrange the proper way to do it
at this time. Gail Olijnek 218-326-2431
Knit Two, Purl A Prayer by Janet Bristow (shawlministry.com)
Good God! Guide me through the knots, kinks, dropped stitches, split yarn,
shredded fringe, dye lot mismatches, pattern mistakes, errors, and the myriad other issues that get in the way of my centeredness! Help me see that these annoyances: knotted emotions, kinked plans, dropped dreams, split relationships, shredded
hopes, mismatched friendships, mistaken assumptions, errant goals, are actually
metaphors of life! Amen!

Listed below are some websites that may interest you. Stay in touch with what is going on at St.
Andrew’s, within our ELCA Synod and at VLM Camps.
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church www.saintand.org
Northeastern Minnesota Synod ELCA http://nemnsynod.org/
Northeastern Minnesota Synod Online Reflections http://www.nemnsynod.org/OnlineReflections/
Northeastern Minnesota Synod Youth Chat http://www.nemnsynod.org/Youth/YouthChatNewsletter/
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry http://vlmcamps.org/
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
Special Congregational Council Meeting
April 13, 2020 at 6:00 PM
Present via Zoom: Amber Jackson, John Saccoman, Kim Jamtgaard, Pastor David Anderson, Betsy Trevena, Marj Lavalier, Nikki Rud, Dan Thureen, Vicky Lorenz, Sue Mertz, Alan Anderberg, Angela Olson
Absent: Byron Snowden, Linda Flom
Agenda:
$48,000 Loan through Paycheck Protection Program
Small Business Loan—covers 8 week window to include payroll, benefits for staff, mortgage rate,
interest, lease payments, and utility payments. All information was gathered and an agreement
was reached with the bank that St. Andrew’s could qualify for $48,000. It took about 1 ½ days to
find out we were approved. We were notified today, April 13, that Grand Rapids State Bank
would like to start processing the loan. Once the loan is fully processed, a first check payment
should start coming in in about a week. The money has to be spent in the 8 week period of the
loan, which can be forgiven (turning the loan into a grant), as long as 75% of the loan goes toward payroll.
Motion to approve the loan application by Dan Thureen; 2nd by Sue Mertz. Motion passed.
Governor’s Extension of Stay-at-Home Directive - St. Andrew’s is already closed through May 10.
Motion to approve Pastor Dave and a skeleton crew of no more than 10 people total to record worship services
(Wednesday and Sunday services) by Marj Lavalier, 2nd by John Saccoman. Motion passed.
Meeting adjourned at 6:53 PM.

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
April 21, 2020
Congregational Council Meeting 6:00 PM
Present via Zoom: John Saccoman, Amber Jackson, Nikki Rud, Linda Flom, Alan Anderberg, Angela
Olson, Marj Lavalier, Sue Mertz, Vicky Lorenz, Byron Snowden, Kim Jamtgaard, Pastor David Anderson, Dan Thureen, Betsy Trevena
Absent: None
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Devotions – Vicky Lorenz
Additions to the Agenda
T-shirt design: Betsy Trevena-wants everyone to start thinking about and come up with a design
representative of St. Andrew’s. Nikki and Betsy to have this conversation and work on a subcommittee.
President’s Comments
Pastor and CYFM reports-see attached reports. There was discussion about how communion may
look during this time of social distancing and Stay-at-Home Order. There was general consensus
on wanting to explore these options and possibly move forward with offering an option or two for
how to proceed.
Previous Minutes – Motion to approve March meeting minutes by Linda Flom; 2nd by Byron Snowden.
Motion passed.
Special (4-13-20) Minutes – Motion to approve April 13 Special Meeting Minutes with corrections
(spelling error and Linda Flom absent) by Kim Jamtgaard; 2nd by Linda Flom. Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report – Motion to distribute funds for benevolence payments (Sister Synod, Synod, and
Camps) as budgeted for the 1st quarter by Dan Thureen ; 2nd by Betsy Trevena. Motion passed.
Motion to approve March Treasurer’s Report by Byron Snowden. 2nd by Betsy Trevena. Motion
passed. 1st Quarter benevolence payments to Northeast Minnesota Synod & Voyageurs Lutheran
Ministry
Old Business
Capital Appeal Update
COVID-19 Update – Governor’s deadline for stay-at-home—if a change occurs/decision needs to be
made. Executive Team or Council will meet to discuss
New Business
PPP Update—Informing the Congregation: Pastor Dave will update in the Newsletter
Congregational calling-tree update—Round two is underway and thank you Angie for organizing
this. There are 25 people from the Congregation making phone calls and it seems to be received
very well from those receiving calls as well as those making the calls.
Upcoming Calendar Events
New member Classes – via Zoom 4-23-20
Finance Team Meeting – 5-14-20
Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer
Next regular meeting – May 19, 2020 6:00 pm Fireside Room
Devotions – Betsy Trevena
2020 Council TEAMs
Executive: Pastor Dave Anderson, President John Saccoman, Vice President Kim
Jamtgaard, Treasurer Dan Thureen, Secretary Amber Jackson
Financial Planning & Giving: Dan Thureen, Byron Snowden
Property Site Care & Planning: Alan Anderberg, Sue Mertz, Kim Jamtgaard
Faith Formation & Journey: John Saccoman, Amber Jackson, Betsy Trevena
Faith in Action: Vicky Lorenz, Linda Flom, Marj Lavalier
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Spiritual Opportunities for all Women of St. Andrew’s
Women’s Coffee and Conversation Group will continue meeting on the 1st
and 3rd Tuesdays of the month from 9:30-11:00 am via ZOOM. The group will
meet June 2, June 16, July 7 and July 21. We are very enthused about the Bible
study we are using called “Faith Practices.” This is an opportunity for fellowship
and to deepen our faith through Bible study. All ages of women are welcome.
Eileen Grosland facilitates the group. Please contact Eileen at 326-4797 or email
her at grosland@paulbunyan.net to attend and receive an email invite to the
meeting.

Special Gifts received in May
$1,500 to the General Fund in honor of St. Andrew’s staff and all those helping with worship
$50 to the General Fund in honor of Alan Anderberg
$25 to Capital Appeal in memory of Elaine Olijnek by Harry & Jean Gardner
$20 to the Scholarship Fund in memory of Elaine Olijnek by Barry & Angela Olson
$25 to the Scholarship Fund in memory of Verne Foss by Jim & Gail Olijnek
$20 in memory of Michael Rowe; $20 in memory of David Schumacher to the Capital
Appeal Fund by Barry & Angela Olson
To the General Fund from Barry & Angela Olson—$100 in memory of her father Verne
Foss; $100 in honor of her mother Beverly Foss
To the Capital Appeal Fund in memory of Verne Foss—$25 by Harry & Jean Gardner; $25
by Stevie Remund; $25 by Jan Greiner; $20 by Wanda Clark; $25 by Tom & Eileen
Grosland; $20 by Dennis & Mary Johnson; $25 by Jim & Cheryl Martinetto; $25 by
Myrna Peterson; $50 by Allen & Carmen Jackson; $50 by Ken & Jean Warren
$20 to Capital Appeal Fund in memory of Gordon Johnson by Barry & Angela Olson

SIMPLY GIVING
A simple choice; a generous response
The Simply Giving Program
Through Simply Giving®, your offerings are made through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You
determine the frequency of your automatic donation – semi-monthly, monthly – the option is yours. Your donation is
deposited into St. Andrew’s bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your account.
Benefits to you and… St. Andrew’s
Simply Giving® is a reliable, safe way to move your stewardship plan into action. It allows you to share your donations
through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing stewardship. This is literally “first fruits” giving, as you
decide up front the level of your giving. Because your donation is given consistently, you won’t need to play “catch-up” at
year-end or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. But you’re not the only one that benefits. Your
congregation benefits from steady, more predictable donations throughout the year, more efficient bookkeeping, and greater
confidence in meeting its financial commitments.
Who do I call if I have more questions about the Simply Giving® program?
Contact Angela Olson, St. Andrew’s Parish Secretary, at the church office 218-326-8508. She can assist in signing you up or
in changing your current authorization.
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We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to do the
giving you want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card. Giving online is easy
and allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to set up automatic recurring
contributions. Simply visit the church website at www.saintand.org and click on the
DONATE button. Or, donate from your smart phone. Simply scan the image you see here
using your phone’s QR code reader. (Many free code readers are available at your app store.)
Contributions can be made to either the General Fund to support our many ministries or to
the Appeal Fund.
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6:00p Wednesday Worship
using Facebook Live

14
6:00p Wednesday Worship
using Facebook Live

5:30p Property Team meets via
ZOOM
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6:00p Wednesday Worship
w/Holy Communion using
Facebook Live

9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation via ZOOM
6:00p Church Council meets
via ZOOM

30

29

6:30p Monday Night Bible
Study via ZOOM

9:00a Worship using
Facebook Live
6:00p ICTV broadcast

28

9:00a Worship with Holy
Communion on Facebook
Live
6:00p ICTV broadcast

25

8:30a Habitat Build Day?

18

11

4

Thu

26

19

12

5

Fri

27

Newsletter information due

20

13

6

Sat

For most complete and up-to-date calendar, please visit
our website www.saintand.org.
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23

22

17

16

9:00a Contemporary Wor
ship on Facebook Live
6:00p ICTV broadcast

15

10

9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation via ZOOM

6:00p Wednesday Worship
using Facebook Live

3

Wed

9

2

1

8

Tue

Mon

9:00a Worship using
Facebook Live
6:00p ICTV broadcast

7

Sun

JUNE 2020
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service via Facebook Live
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Wednesday Worship 6:00 pm

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich
diversity of members.

CELEBRATE God’s presence in our lives.
GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

