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FROM PASTOR DAVE
Recently in a sermon, I talked about the passion with which many of us approach this season of presidential politics. The
Democratic National Convention had already happened. The Republican National Convention was about to begin. If I
were to ask you what you thought of Vice President Joe Biden, or President Donald Trump, I’m sure the vast majority of
you would have opinions. In fact, I’m guessing that some of you would have very passionate opinions of both candidate’s
strengths or weaknesses; or your own hopes or fears depending on who you want to be elected president of the United
States. And that’s good. I think we should be engaged in our government. Who gets elected can make a difference in the
direction our country takes. And while I believe having passionate hopes and opinions about leaders and policies is
important, I also believe these things pale in comparison with our beliefs about another individual – Jesus.
I find it rather interesting that many of the same people who are passionate –and passionately vocal – about their favorite
presidential candidate, may be rather quiet about what they believe about Jesus. After all, we wouldn’t want to offend
anyone, if they didn’t think the same about Jesus as we do. After all, there’s a lot of different “spiritualties” out there. After
all, there are a lot of religions out there.
In my sermon, I was lamenting (how’s that for a biblical word!) this. I was making the point that we should be passionate –
and passionately vocal – about Jesus and our faith in Jesus. And then I watched some video of the conventions. I listened to
some of the speeches. I watched advertisements on TV. Passionate political discourse is so mean-spirited. It’s all about
vilifying one’s opponents and those who think differently than they. It’s about tearing people down. It’s about mocking
people.
I want to amend my previous sermon thoughts. Yes, I still think we need to be passionately vocal about Jesus and the
Kingdom-of-God-life Jesus calls us to live and to pursue. But I am not advocating that we do so with political style passion.
Our passion as followers of Jesus needs to embrace and make visible the Fruit of the Spirit. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” Galatians 5:22-23. Be passionate about the life Jesus
offers and calls us to, but express that in a way consistent with the Fruit of the Spirit. Be passionate about love of neighbor,
and a radical acceptance and inclusivity of all, but adhering to the Fruit of the Spirit. Be passionate about peace and justice
for all, but in a way that showers all with the Fruit of the Spirit. Be passionate about the care of God’s good earth, God’s
love for the immigrants, foreigners, widows and orphans – and all the most vulnerable, so that they - and those you may
disagree with - experience love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. There
is no place for prejudice, hate, mean-spirited discourse, within Christian discourse. There should not be in politics either –
especially from those who call themselves followers of Jesus.
Strive to live the life you have been chosen for. And do so passionately – as a follower of Jesus.
Peace,
Pastor Dave

Plan for returning to the church building
in light of the COVID-19 Pandemic
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At it’s meeting on August 18, the Congregation Council discussed, revised and embraced a COVID Preparedness Plan, which both the
State of Minnesota and our Northeastern Minnesota Synod have asked of us. They did so to ensure the safety of all, but in particular the
most vulnerable in our congregation and community, and in order to mitigate the spread of COVID–19 in our community and beyond. It
is based on the best scientific and health care information available as well as guidance from Bishop Tom Aitken, the Northeastern MN
Synod and the ELCA, and the office of the Governor of Minnesota. At each monthly meeting, the Congregation Council will review the
pandemic situation, including trends (increasing or declining) of cases of COVID-19 in Itasca County. They will make the determination to
stay at the current level, or to move ahead or revert to another level.

There are three levels to our re-entry plan: Red, Yellow, and Green

The building may be closed but the Church is not! We will continue to be the Church, loving and serving God by loving and serving people.
We will continue gathering online for worship both Wednesdays and Sundays. Bible studies, meetings, confirmation, will happen remotely
using technology such as Zoom. We can gather outdoors (weather permitting) as long as we adhere to physical distancing of 6’ (even for
worship, like we recently did at Camp Hiawatha!). Our Member to Member phone ministry keeps us connected.

The building is open with
restrictions
Gatherings are allowed with
restrictions

The criteria for moving to Level Two include (among others) a trend of declining COVID-19 cases in Itasca County for
28 days. Once that happens, we can gather – with restrictions – for in-person, on-site worship and smaller events. These restrictions
include limiting the number of participants, adherence to physical distancing of 6’ and the wearing of masks.

We will rejoice in welcoming
everyone back to St. Andrew’s
Lutheran Church!!!

The criteria for moving to Level One include a trend of declining COVID-19 cases in Itasca County for 42 days. (Includes
the 28 days used to move from Level 3 to Level 2 This means it is an additional 14 days.) A COVID-19 vaccine must also be readily
available.
The complete and detailed plan is available on the congregation’s website at www.saintand.org
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BOOK GROUP
This is your invitation to be part of an online book discussion group with Pastor Dave. Dear
Church is a timely book in the history of our country, in the wake of #BLM, George Floyd,
Jacob Blake, et.al. Dear Church is a timely book in the history of our denomination – the
ELCA – as we are the “whitest denomination in the U.S. Dear Church is an easy book to read
- it’s only 150 pages of fairly large print. But Dear Church is a difficult book to read – because
it is convicting as it exposes our own biases and prejudices. Will you dare to read it and
discuss it?
Here’s an overview of the book from online:
Lenny Duncan is the unlikeliest of pastors. Formerly incarcerated, formerly homeless, and
formerly unchurched, he is now a black preacher in the whitest denomination in the United
States: the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Shifting demographics and
shrinking congregations make all the headlines, but Duncan sees something else at work-drawing a direct line between the church's lack of diversity and the church's lack of vitality.
The problems the ELCA faces are theological, not sociological. But so are the answers.
Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear Church offers a bold new vision for the future of Duncan's denomination
and the broader mainline Christian community of faith. Dear Church rejects the narrative of church decline and calls everyone-leaders and laity alike--to the front lines of the church's renewal through racial equality and justice.
It is time for the church to rise up, dust itself off, and take on forces of this world that act against God: whiteness, misogyny,
nationalism, homophobia, and economic injustice. Duncan gives a blueprint for the way forward and urges us to follow in the
revolutionary path of Jesus.

Each Zoom meeting will be 6 PM – 7 PM on six consecutive Thursday evenings September 17 - October 22.
To participate, please email Pastor Dave (david@saintand.org) so he can email you the login information to join these Zoom
meetings. You will also need to acquire a copy of this book. It is available on Amazon in paperback ($12.89) and for Kindle
($9.99).

FINK 2020-2021 It’s gonna be different!
Our confirmation ministry for 7th, 8th and 9th grade students normally starts up at this time of the year.. Due to
COVID-19, it will be a bit different this year in two specific ways:
Online Actually it will be much like it was last Spring. FINK Nites will begin with RECHARGE worship on Facebook Live Wednesdays at 6:00 PM, and then continue with the FINK presentation and small group breakout
rooms on Zoom.
Starting later in the Fall and ending earlier in the Spring. FINK will start Wednesday, October 21 and go
through Lenten Faith Mentoring. We will be done at Easter. We will have the same number of FINK Nites as
we have in the past. It’s just that we will be more flexible with scheduling Service Projects and Fellowship
Events. They may happen in September and October, April and May, and on days other than Wednesdays.
There is a FINK orientation scheduled for Sunday, September 6 at 2:00 PM for ALL 7th, 8th and 9th graders and their
parents. This will be an outdoor meeting, if our building is still closed to events.
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President’s Report
When you approach and enter St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, you can’t help but notice all the positive changes
happening. Our capital appeal projects have rolled along, even if we’re not there to witness them.
The church’s roof has been renovated, fixed and sealed. The exterior siding has been repaired and restained. Fresh
paint covers nearly every inch of the interior walls. And by the time the leaves change color this fall, new carpeting
will have been installed from nearly wall to wall.
Walk in and it just smells new. COVID-19 has delayed our seeing and smelling all the positivity in person. But please know hard work
continues to be done behind the scenes.
Those changes don’t happen by magic. Much has been done with unpaid elbow grease and sweat. But much has needed professional
expertise. There have been construction contractors to search out, bids to secure and projects to lead.

None of it happens anywhere nearly as smoothly without the volunteerism of St. Andrew’s member Alan Anderberg.
Now he’s much too humble to take credit for any of it, but these major projects at our church don’t get done without his leadership.
“Well…I walk my dogs. I don’t hunt. I don’t fish. I don’t golf,” he said. “I pull on my work clothes 4 days a week and volunteer.”
Believe me when I say his list of volunteer projects is an arm’s length. And many, not only from our church, but also our community, have
benefitted from Alan’s volunteerism.
“Boy, I don’t know. If I didn’t volunteer, I might be just sitting around all the time,” he said.
He’s volunteered many hours of carpentry and painting work up at Camp Hiawatha, as well as at the local animal shelter, and building
Habitat for Humanity homes.
“We just turned over the keys on our 6th home,” he said. “Mostly it’s been all single mothers and kids. They’re so excited to have a place to
call home. It’s really a good feeling.”
Alan hails from Lake Bronson, MN, in Kittson County. It’s a speck of a town just a stone’s throw from both Canada to the north and North
Dakota to the west, nestled in the far northwest corner of Minnesota.
“It was a little town of probably 400 people,” Alan said. “We had a car dealership, probably 4 places to buy gas, a bowling alley and
Creamery, lumber yard and grain elevator. But, now it’s like a lot of rural America that just seems to be disappearing. All in all, though, it
was a pretty darn good place to grow up.”
Alan served in the Marine Corp. As part of the infantry, he was shipped off to Vietnam in February of 1968 and was there roughly a year
until March of 1969. It wasn’t easy. The TET offensive was launched by the Vietcong and the North Vietnamese army during his time.
“I spent half of my time out in the bush, maybe 6 or 7 months, ducking and dodging, and the rest of the time we were fairly safe working in
supply and getting supplies out to the guys,” he said.

For 20 years, Alan sold eye equipment to Optometrists and Ophthalmologists. After moving to the Grand Rapids area, he worked for
Northwest Airlines until his retirement.
When Alan isn’t wielding a mean paintbrush or pounding nails, he’s also volunteering in mentorship programs for teenage boys both
through St. Andrew’s Lenten and Grand Rapids’ Bridges Kinship Mentoring programs.
And Alan is in his 3rd year of volunteering on the St. Andrew’s congregational council. He’s been a leader on the property committee,
navigating both capital appeal projects and regular events like spring cleanup and working on ways to give St. Andrew’s “curb appeal.”
“At first all we could do is mostly stand back and look at the problems,” he said. “We’d change a few light bulbs and furnace filters. But the
capital appeal money has been a Godsend. It’s made a real difference.”
He’s soft-spoken and has kindness in his eyes. He has a terrific sense of humor. Alan doesn’t
use a smart phone or claim an email address. And he’d rather spit tacks than operate a
computer. But if you looked up the meaning of nice guy, his picture would accompany
Webster’s definition.
Don’t get me wrong, there are many who make the church a success. And we count on each
and everyone’s contribution. But in my opinion, if there was an MVP…a Most Valuable
Parishioner, if you will…Alan Anderberg gets my vote.
Respectfully submitted by John Saccoman
Alan Anderberg
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Rally Sunday
September 13, 2020
9:00 am Outdoor Worship Service
Join us for Rally Day on Sunday, September 13th. We will have an outdoor
worship at 9:00 am (social distancing enforced) with great music, cinnamon rolls
and coffee, and a prayer balloon release. Please bring your own lawn chair.
We will be serving cinnamon rolls and coffee following worship (safely using
social distancing) and plan to have a helium balloon release. Those attending will
have an opportunity to write a prayer, etc. on a tag to be attached to the balloons
asking people who find them to contact the church. It’ll be fun to see how far a
balloon can travel!

Sign up for Sunday School!
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we will be starting our Sunday School year off with
a bi-monthly meeting and posted intro and music videos from Nikki through
Facebook and our website. For your child to receive the free mailings with the
lessons, craft and necessary supplies, follow this link. https://
forms.gle/6QMkSCM2CLaz4GJG6. Please make sure to list each child along with
their grade level and birthday.
All kids (both members and non-members) from 3 years old through 5th grade are
welcome to be registered.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY – SERVING IN THE CONTROL BOOTH
Might you be interested in helping with our audio, video and projection for worship on Sundays and Wednesdays? This is such an important role! Members of this team operate the
cameras, sound and computer making possible our live streaming as well as the video replayed a week later on ICTV. When we are able to gather in-person, they are responsible for
what the congregations hears as well as what is projected.
Pastor Dave is looking to train new people to work in the control booth. Might this be you?
Besides the satisfaction of knowing you are part of making worship possible, another perk is
that you get to be in the sanctuary even during this time when our building is closed due to
COVID. Please contact Pastor Dave (david@saintand.org) to express interest or to get more
information.
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SYNOD ASSEMBLY –
Due to COVID-19, the Northeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly could not be held at the beginning of May. After waiting
and assessing the pandemic situation, it was decided to hold the assembly remotely online. That assembly is being held the
end of the week this newsletter is being posted – Friday, August 28 and Saturday, August 29. This is an important
gathering of the Church. This year, a new bishop will be elected to a 6-year term. The four current nominees are Pastor
David Carlson, Pastor Liz Cheney, Pastor Liz Davis and Pastor Amy Odgren. Please keep these pastors (and any others who
may be nominated on the first ballot) in your prayers. Pray that the Holy Spirit guides this process. And pray for all the
Voting Members. Voting Members from St. Andrew’s are Pastor David Anderson, Amber Jackson, Nikki Rud and Dan
Thureen. We also give God thanks for the faithful service of Bishop Thomas Aitken, who has served 12+ years as bishop of
our synod.

New Carpet in the Sanctuary - Can You Help?
We have collected enough funds through the Capital Project to replace the carpet in the
sanctuary. AMEN!! That blessing creates this "ask" for help! The carpet installation is
scheduled to begin September 15th. On Thursday, September 10th at 9:00 a.m., we are planning
to remove the pews and (ideally) carpet from the sanctuary. We would appreciate 12 or so
people that day to help. We would also appreciate 12 or so people to help reinstall the pews
on Saturday, September 19th at 9:00 a.m. If you can help with either or both days, please
contact Kim Jamtgaard at 218-244-3355 or email her at kim@wildwoodresort.net.
Later, new carpeting will be installed on the altar area in the sanctuary so we will be looking for
help again. Please be watching for announcements on that closer to the October 12 th
installation date.

Youth Groups!
Senior High and Middle School Youth Groups will be meeting each
Sunday evening, starting September 20th outside, weather permitting
until further notice. Stay tuned for future plans as to when the weather
starts to become too unbearable. Outside youth groups will meet in the
church parking lot and will be practicing safe and healthy distancing
guidelines. Unfortunately, due to the circumstances, there will be no
dinner provided until further notice. No admittance to inside the church will
be allowed as the building is currently closed due to COVID-19.
Middle School (6th-8th grade) – 4:00-6:00 pm
Senior High School (9th-12th grade) – 6:00-8:00 pm
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We are now more than halfway through the Appeal we have called “For Such a Time As
This.” Through your contributions to this appeal, we have been able to do so many things to
grow in our ability to be welcoming and hospitable. This includes:








A new roof to the west of the Fellowship Hall (over youth and storage rooms)
A repaired roof over the Narthex and a new dry-walled ceiling with new lights
The completion of our Sight and Sound System
Carpet in the Education Wing, Fellowship Hall and Narthex as well as in the offices
New “LP Smart Siding” on the bell tower and wall surrounding the balcony stained
glass window
Staining of the exterior of the church building
Supporting Habitat for Humanity ($10,000), Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry ($6,000)
and Itasca County Special Olympics ($4,000) as part of our commitment to giving a
full tithe (=10%) of funds raised through this appeal

The next project will be new carpet in the sanctuary. If we do the work of removing the pews and old carpet,
the main sanctuary (minus the chancel/altar area), it will cost $15,461. We have the funds needed and will be
looking for assistance on September 10th at 9:00 am to remove the pews and old carpet (see information elsewhere
in this newsletter). We also have the funds to cover cost and installation of new carpet on the chancel/altar area.
Help will be needed prior to October 12th installation. Please be watching for more information on that. It
will be great to complete this project during the time we are not gathering in the sanctuary for worship.
Thank you for your continued financial support of the Capital Appeal Fund.

A simple choice; a generous response
The Simply Giving Program
Through Simply Giving®, your offerings are made through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You
determine the frequency of your automatic donation – weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly – the option is yours. Your
donation is deposited into St. Andrew’s bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your account.
Benefits to you and… St. Andrew’s
Simply Giving® is a reliable, safe way to move your stewardship plan into action. It allows you to share your donations
through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing stewardship. This is literally “first fruits” giving, as you
decide up front the level of your giving. Because your donation is given consistently, you won’t need to play “catch-up” at
year-end or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. But you’re not the only one that benefits.
Your congregation benefits from steady, more predictable donations throughout the year, more efficient bookkeeping, and
greater confidence in meeting its financial commitments.
Who do I call if I have more questions about the Simply Giving® program?
Contact Angela Olson, St. Andrew’s Parish Secretary, at home (she’s working remotely at this time) 218-999-5352. She can
assist in signing you up or in changing your current authorization.

Linking Women Together

Women's Group News

Diane Mangseth, Co-Chair
Diane Hannah, Co-Chair

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength." Mark 12:30

Dear Sisters in Christ,
Women of the ELCA is all about gathering together as a community of women. In ordinary times, women gather
in circles and congregational units and give regular offerings. These are not ordinary times. We cannot meet and
gather as we have, but offerings are powerful. Gratitude is good for us. The need goes on for all kinds of offerings
around the world. We can give now by making a check out to Women of the ELCA and write regular offering in the
memo line, and mail it to your congregational unit treasurer. You may specify a specific project if you would
like. The treasurer keeps a share for the unit ministries and forwards the rest to the synodical women's
organization. Some of your units may have set aside money for our Convention this year that is still in your treasury.
Maybe this is a good time to send that money off to our Synod Treasurer for ongoing Synod expenses. Please share
this information with Women of the ELCA in your congregation so they will see how they can give in these unusual
times.

Our annual Summer Convention\Gathering was cancelled this summer and many of you have kits and quilts for
Lutheran World Relief. The Lutheran World Relief warehouse in St. Paul at 398 Richmond Street East is open
Monday through Thursday from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Their phone number is 651-457-9009. If you call
ahead, someone will be there to help you unload. If you have items for Global Health Ministries, their address is
7831 Hickory Street NE, Minneapolis MN 55432. Their phone number is 763-586-9590. Possibly several churches
could go together and deliver things before our Summer Gathering next year.
Many of you have been putting together Foster Care Kits. You can connect with local social workers, schools, or
homeless shelters and share your kits with them. Otherwise, save the bags and bring them to Sugar Lake Lodge in
June of 2021. Thank you for all of your work.
Thank you bold women for your faithfulness!
Vicki Kopplin
President of NE MN Synodical
Women of the ELCA
vickikopplin@gmail.com
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Diane Anderson
Treasurer of the NE MN Synodical
Women of the ELCA
2604 SW 8th Street, Backus MN 56435

Spiritual Opportunities for all Women of St. Andrew’s
Women’s Coffee and Conversation Group meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month
9:30-11:00 am via ZOOM. We are very enthused about the Bible study we are using called
“Daily Faith Practices” from the ELCA. Daily Faith Practices follow the lessons that are read
each Sunday during worship. The group will meet Tuesdays, September 1 and September 15.
Please contact Eileen at 326-4797 or email her at grosland@paulbunyan.net to be invited to
the group. All women are welcome!
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
I’ve been reluctant to encourage giving prayer shawls because I’m wondering if it’s safe…to give a shawl
made by my hands to someone who needs the love and comfort of a prayer shawl into their
hands. Would I be spreading the virus to someone with an already lower immune system?!?!
I know there are members of the church and friends we could be sharing this ministry with in a way safe
for them. It won’t be how we like to give prayer shawls (hand to hand, wrap the shawl around the
person and say a prayer), but we can drop it at their door, porch, garage, wrapped in a bag, and it can sit
there for a period of time until they feel safe to bring it into their home. God’s love, comfort and caring
are woven into each stitch.
So if you would like a prayer shawl for someone in need, you can contact me, Gail Olijnek, at 218-326-2431 or by e-mail at
golijnek@cpinternet.com, and we can work something out.

Members of the PRAYER CHAIN are ready to offer confidential help and support through prayer.
Please call Jean Gardner at (218) 301-6130 or Gail Olijnek at (218) 326-2431 with prayer requests.

Pastoral Acts
Memorial Services
August 1
August 1

Lisa Marie Ormson graveside service
Herb and Goldie Dumke graveside service

Special Gifts in August
$3,000 to Capital Appeal Fund for sanctuary carpeting in memory of Verne Foss, Terry Foss Malkerson &
Cheryl Foss Paul by Barry & Angela Olson
$6,600 to Capital Appeal Fund for sanctuary carpeting in memory of Nolan Parmer by Karen Parmer
$3,000 to Capital Appeal Fund for sanctuary carpeting by Ken & Jean Warren

Thank You Notes
To my St. Andrew’s Family!
Words can’t express my gratitude for all of the prayers and
gifts of so many different kinds throughout this last two-year
journey of mine. I think I’ve spent more than enough time
in bed in the past two years that soon I can go back to full
steam ahead and then some! I am so blessed to be part of
such a loving and caring family here. Blessings surround you
all throughout these crazy times and beyond!
♥️
Myrna Peterson

Dear Scholarship Committee,
Thank you very much for selecting me to receive one of the
scholarships from St. Andrew’s. This scholarship means a lot
to me, because St. Andrew’s has been a big part of my life.
I will use the money wisely as I continue my education at
Itasca Community College.
Max Bolen
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United Way of 1000 Lakes recently launched their annual school supply drive, upping the ante this year with a Stuff the Bus event –
challenging community members to donate enough supplies to fill a school bus.
The goal of the initiative is to ensure students start the school year prepared to learn and succeed, whether they are learning in the
classroom, from a living room, or a combination of learning environments. Backpacks, highlighters, notebooks, USB drives, and headphones are just a few items collected. Schools are also in need of hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, masks, and individual water bottles to
keep schools safe and healthy for students, teachers, and staff.
“The pandemic has brought more instability to our region, making the need for economic and educational assistance even greater,”
said United Way executive director Kim Brink Smith. “Providing a backpack full of supplies can help students start the new year strong
and make a profound impact on a child’s success.”
This year’s drive features additional options that allow supporters to get involved without visiting the store in person, including shopping from online wish lists at Target, Amazon, and Walmart, or taking part in United Way’s new text-to-give program by texting LAKES
to 26989.
September 1st, Stuff the Bus volunteers will be in downtown Grand Rapids (parking lot along First Avenue NW) from 11:00 am-6:00
pm ready to take donations directly from vehicles. In addition to the drive-thru event, donations can be dropped off at the United Way
office at 350 First Avenue NW, Grand Rapids through mid-September.
Ways You Can Help:
 Collect supplies and drop off your donations at “Stuff the Bus” on September 1st.
 Shop online! Shop Target, Amazon, or Walmart wishlists and have items shipped straight to United Way to get involved while
staying safe at home.
School supplies needed: #2 pencils; Enclosed pencil sharpeners; Erasers; Pencil-top erasers: Pens; Highlighters; 2 pocket folders; Notebooks; Loose-leaf lined paper; Pencil cases; Lunch boxes; Brown paper lunch bags; Lanyards; Glue sticks; Glue; Watercolor paints;
Scissors; Compass; Protractors; Backpacks small/medium size
* high demand items needed; 24 pack Crayons; Markers; Colored pencils; Pencil boxes; Facial tissue-regular & individual; Cleaning wipes;
Antibacterial hand wipes; Paper towels; Hand sanitizer-regular & individual; Water bottles; Headphones & earbuds; Facemasks
St. Andrew’s received a $250 Thrivent Action Grant. We were able to order almost 200 school supply items which will be donated
to the Stuff the Bus drive. Contact Angie for more information.

Due to the pandemic. the 2020 Open Door Coat Rack will take place with some major changes. We recognize that there will
be an increased need do to job losses, etc. However, for the safety of the volunteers and participants, we have made the difficult
decision that we will NOT be able to receive used winter wear. Therefore, we will only be giving out new winter items. It has been
decided to provide winter wear to children/teenagers to age 0-18 only. Snow pants, boots and gloves were ordered last winter from
L&M. We will need to purchase coats. We will receive homemade hats, scarves and mittens.
Local congregations are being asked to contribute monetarily. Cash donations are welcomed and appreciated. Please make checks
payable to: United Methodist Church with Open Door Coat Rack on memo line. Checks can be mailed to UMC, 1701 SE 5th Avenue,
Grand Rapids MN 55744.
Donations received will help determine how many children can be served. Several options are being considered to determine the
safest way to distribute the winter wear. The Open Door Coat Rack has been an important mission in our community for many years.
The combined efforts and donations of many churches has made it very successful. If you have any questions, please feel free to call
UMC (218-327-2216) or Sheila Weeks (218-220-9505)
Let’s work together to serve our children the best we can during this difficult time.
Jodi Martin
Grand Rapids United Methodist Church
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
July 21, 2020
Congregational Council Meeting 6:00 PM
Present: Amber Jackson, Pastor David Anderson, Dan Thureen, John Saccoman, Kim Jamtgaard, Sue Mertz, Byron
Snowden, Nikki Rud, Vicky Lorenz, Dan Thureen, Marj Lavalier, Alan Anderberg, Betsy Trevena
Absent: Linda Flom
Devotions – Dan Thureen
Additions to the Agenda
President’s Comments—none
Pastor and CYFM reports—Stay tuned for VBS in a box
Previous Minutes – Motion to accept June meeting minutes by Byron Snowden, 2nd by Vicky Lorenz. Motion
carries.
Treasurer’s Report – Motion to accept June Treasurer’s Report by Kim Jamtgaard. 2nd by Byron Snowden.
Motion carries.
Old Business


Capital Appeal Update—Need about $7500 more for the next carpeting project in the
sanctuary. Payments have gone out for the 2nd Benevolence payment, and a portion of the siding
project.



PPP conclusion – Dan Thureen: covered during the Treasurer’s Report. Money was spent, criteria was
met.



Creating DVDs of worship service does not seem to be working as planned. Need additional
information. Contact to be made with another individual for assistance.



Lighting issues / Video Challenges—bids were received for lighting, video, online services. No decision
has been made. Motion to allow for spotlights to be placed in the sanctuary to not exceed $1200 with
$780 coming from fund 8011, $98 coming from sight and sound system fund and $322 from misc
projects by Betsy Trevena, 2nd by Vicky Lorenz. Motion carries.

New Business


Sanctuary carpeting—Alan Anderberg: a new bid has been provided. If there is help from the
congregation to clear the pews and old carpeting, there is a roughly $4-5K savings.



Insurance Carrier – Dan Thureen: Motion to change insurance coverage from GuideOne to American
Church Group by Dan Thureen, 2nd by Byron Snowden. Motion carries.



Wednesday Camp Worship – Pastor Dave: 6:00 pm at Camp Hiawatha Wednesday, July 22, 2020



COVID-19 Preparedness Plan – Pastor Dave: Discussion regarding a possible plan to reopen the church
to in-person worship. No plan to reopen the church at this time to in-person worship, but that in-
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person worship can begin at a future date at the decision of the Congregational Church Council. A
document of criteria has been created. Motion by Kim Jamtgaard, 2nd by Marj Lavalier. Motion carried.

Upcoming Calendar Events:
Habitat for Humanity Build Day 8-20-2020
Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer
Next regular meeting – August 18, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom
Devotions – Byron Snowden
2020 Council TEAMs

Executive Team: Pastor David Anderson, President John Saccoman, Vice President Kim Jamtgaard, Treasurer Dan
Thureen, Secretary Amber Jackson
Financial Planning & Giving: Dan Thureen, Byron Snowden
Property Site Care & Planning: Alan Anderberg, Sue Mertz, Kim Jamtgaard
Faith Formation & Journey: John Saccoman, Amber Jackson, Betsy Trevena
Faith in Action: Vicky Lorenz, Linda Flom, Marj Lavalier

Deadline for October Newsletter
All news articles and information need to be in the church office by September 20 to have it included in the October
newsletter. Thank you for being on time. To reduce spending, St. Andrew’s is now sending the newsletter via email
as a pdf attachment to all those we have addresses for and will only be mailed to our shut-ins who do not have computer access. Please make sure we have your correct email address by calling the church office at 326-8508 or
emailing saintand@saintand.org. For those without computer access, pick up a printed copy at church.
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14

We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to
do the giving you want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card.
Giving online is easy and allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to
set up automatic recurring contributions. Simply visit the church website at
www.saintand.org and click on the DONATE button. Or, donate from your smart
phone. Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s QR code reader.
(Many free code readers are available at your app store.) Contributions can be
made to the General Fund to support our many ministries.

Church Office closed

14

9:00a Worship on Facebook
Live
6:00p ICTV broadcast of St.
Andrew’s worship

13 RALLY DAY!

10:00a Staff meeting - Zoom

29

28

27

9:00a Worship on Facebook
Live
10:20a Sunday School
1p FINK Orientation outdoors
4:00p Middle School Youth
6:00p High School Youth
6:00p ICTV broadcast of St.
Andrew’s worship

10:00a Staff meeting - Zoom

22

10:00a Staff meeting - Zoom
6:00p Church Council meets
on Zoom

10:00a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group - Zoom

Sanctuary Carpet Installation

15

10:00a Staff meeting - Zoom
5:30p Property Team meets

8

6:00p RECHARGE Worship on
Facebook Live

30

6:00p RECHARGE Worship on
Facebook Live

23

6:00p RECHARGE Worship on
Facebook Live

16

6:00p RECHARGE Worship on
Facebook Live

9

Private Baptism of Oliver
Reid Jensen

26

9:00a Pews reinstalled in
Sanctuary

19

12

5

Sat

For most complete and up-to-date calendar, please visit
our website www.saintand.org.

25
6:00p Book Discussion Group
with Pastor Dave - Zoom

18

11

4

Fri

24

8:30a Habitat Build Day?
6:00p Book Discussion Group
with Pastor Dave - Zoom

17

9:00pa Pews & Carpet
Removal from Sanctuary

10

3

6:00p RECHARGE Worship on
Facebook Live

2

1
9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group - Zoom
10:00a Staff meeting - Zoom

Thu

Wed

Tue

9:00a Worship on Facebook
Live
10:20a Sunday School
11:00a 10th Grade FINK
Workshop at Camp Hiawatha
4:00p Middle School Youth
6:00p High School Youth
6:00p ICTV broadcast of St.
Andrew’s worship

20

21

7 LABOR DAY

6

9:00a Outdoor Worship and
on Facebook Live
10:00a Cinnamon Rolls &
Prayer Balloon Release
6:00p ICTV broadcast of St.
Andrew’s worship

Mon

Sun

SEPTEMBER 2020

15

16

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule via Facebook Live
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Wednesday RECHARGE Worship 6:00 pm

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT

WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich
diversity of members.

CELEBRATE

God’s presence in our lives.

GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our
lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

