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From Pastor Dave
I am writing this on day one of Governor Walz’s 4 week pause order made to constrain the rapid surge in the spread of the corona
virus. Whether this significantly alters your lifestyle because you own or frequent a gym, movie theater, restaurant or bar, or
whether this does not significantly alter your lifestyle as you’ve been able to mostly stay at home, I think it is true that this pause
serves as yet another reminder that things are not normal. Not globally. Not nationally. Not in our state. Not in our community.
Not in our schools. Not in our homes. Not in our church. Every day I hear of laboratory confirmed positive cases, and of people
who may have been exposed. And I know several - several from our congregation.
Even as our college students are returning home – many for an extended time – questions remain about how to minimize the
possible transmission of the virus to the rest of the family at home. I just saw a notification flash across my phone: “Dr. Sanjay Gupta:
I won’t be visiting my family this Thanksgiving. Why you shouldn’t gather with yours either.”
Oh yes – we are entering the Holiday Season. Thanksgiving is upon us in a matter of days. That’s followed by Christmas, and then
New Year’s Eve/Day. It will all be different this time ‘round. I don’t mean to be further depressing myself or you. I am just
sharing what I’ve been seeing and experiencing and hearing. I’m acknowledging that things are not normal; that things are different;
that they are less than ideal or hoped for.
It is from that place of acknowledgment that we enter into the seasons of Advent and Christmas with a worship series called “I
Believe Even When.” Life might be different. We might be struggling and the forces of the world and COVID may be bearing down
on us – yet even then I believe. I believe that a better day is coming. I believe in the goodness of God. I believe in the power and
presence of God to sustain me. I believe good will overcome evil. I believe that even though all of creation may be groaning, the
time is coming “soon and very soon” that the King – Jesus – will return. I believe that wrongs will be righted, and injustices
overturned. I Believe Even When.
The inspiration for this series comes from a poem that was found written on a wall during World War II, believed to be written by a
Jewish person in hiding: I believe in the sun even when it’s not shining. I believe in love even when I don’t feel it. I believe in God even when He is
silent. Even during the Holocaust this Jewish person could say “I believe!” In the midst of despair and struggle, can you nevertheless
feel the hope? That’s what we are lifting up this year during Advent and Christmas. We will be using the image of the light of
candles and luminaries shining even in the midst of the surrounding night. We will focus intentionally on the power of music - how
music has and still can stir up hope and courage within the hearts and souls of people allowing them and us to rise above struggle and
despair, oppression and injustice.
Our choir will be singing the anthem I Believe, based on the aforementioned words found written on a wall during the Holocaust, for
worship on the first Sunday of Advent (November 29) and reprised for Christmas Eve. We will hear echoes of that anthem each
week as part of the Gathering rite, as well as from the Handbell Choir as they provide a benediction. For those who want to take it
further, there is a “Film Festival” with 5 films to watch (and discuss with others perhaps via Zoom) which lift up the series theme.
Each week we will be sharing the film title and encouraging you to watch. (teaser: I watched the first one just last night and found it
powerful!)
This Holiday Season is going to be different and maybe a struggle. The past 8 months have been different and in many ways a
struggle. But as people of faith, we continue to look to and look for the One called Emmanuel - God with us. And we cry out, O
come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw near. Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight.
(ELW 257, stz 6)
Peace, courage, and hope!
Pastor Dave
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I Believe Even When ...
… Fill the Night with Music and Light

Advent and Christmas 2020
Our worship series is based on text found on a wall, written by a Jewish person in Europe, during World War II.
I believe in the sun even when it’s not shining. I believe in love even when I don’t feel it. I believe in God even when He is silent.
As the darkness of the Holocaust wrapped around this person, she or he was able to say “nevertheless, I believe.”
We will celebrate, remember and be lifted by power of music to give courage and hope in the midst of difficult times. We will be encouraged
to see the Light and be the Light in times of darkness. We will be nudged along so that even in times of pandemic, divisiveness, quarantine and
isolation we too can say “nevertheless, I believe.”

Advent
Worship for the four Sundays of Advent will be live-streamed on Facebook at 9:00 AM, and posted on YouTube later that day. Access St. Andrew’s Facebook
page and YouTube channel through the church’s website www.saintand.org.
Advent 1 November 29 "I Believe in the Sun: Hope for Tomorrow”
Advent 2 December 6 “I Believe in Love: Daring Right Relationship”
Advent 3 December 13 “I Believe in God: Ode to Joy”
Advent 4 December 20 “I Believe in the Light: Illuminating Peace”

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve worship will be premiered on Facebook and YouTube at 3:00 PM December 24 th. You will be able to participate whenever is most convenient to
you anytime from 3:00 pm on.
Christmas Eve December 24 “We Believe, Even Now”
As you worship from the comfort of your home, you will hear the Christmas Story. You will see the animals, Mary and Joseph,
shepherds and magi making their way through the darkness of night on the way to the Christ Child. You will join in singing carols as part
of the unfolding drama. The choir will sing. The Handbell choir will ring. The Word will be proclaimed and communion shared.
Candles will be lit as in awe and wonder we sing Silent Night. Hope and courage will spring forth.
Christmas Eve December 24 3:30-5:30 pm ”Journey to the Manger.” Come to the parking lot of St. Andrew’s anytime between 3:30pm
and 5:30pm and follow the path, stopping at stations to hear, read and reflect on portions of the Christmas story, and to sing some carols.
There will be a live nativity as one of the stations, (with animals!) and at the end, you will have the opportunity to receive communion.
Physical distancing between households will be enforced, and masks are required. Watch for signs for where to park and follow the luminaries.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY – SERVING IN THE CONTROL BOOTH
Might you be interested in helping with our audio, video and projection for worship services
on Sundays and Wednesdays? This is such an important role! Members of this team operate
the cameras, sound and computer making possible our live streaming as well as the video
replayed a week later on ICTV. When we are able to gather in-person, they are responsible
for what the congregations hears as well as what is projected.
Pastor Dave is looking to train new people to work in the control booth. Might this be you?
Besides the satisfaction of knowing you are part of making worship possible, another perk is
that you get to be in the sanctuary even during this time when our building is closed due to
COVID. Please contact Pastor Dave (david@saintand.org) to express interest or to get more
information.

Plan for returning to the church building
in light of the COVID-19 Pandemic
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At it’s meeting on August 18, the Congregation Council discussed, revised and embraced a COVID Preparedness Plan, which both the State
of Minnesota and our Northeastern Minnesota Synod have asked of us. They did so to ensure the safety of all, but in particular the most
vulnerable in our congregation and community, and in order to mitigate the spread of COVID–19 in our community and beyond. It is based
on the best scientific and health care information available as well as guidance from Bishop Tom Aitken, the Northeastern MN Synod and the
ELCA, and the office of the Governor of Minnesota. At each monthly meeting, the Congregation Council will review the pandemic
situation, including trends (increasing or declining) of cases of COVID-19 in Itasca County. They will make the determination to stay at the
current level, or to move ahead or revert to another level.

There are three levels to our re-entry plan: Red, Yellow, and Green

The building may be closed but the Church is not! We will continue to be the Church, loving and serving God by loving and serving people.
We will continue gathering online for worship both Wednesdays and Sundays. Bible studies, meetings, confirmation, will happen remotely
using technology such as Zoom. We can gather outdoors (weather permitting) as long as we adhere to physical distancing of 6’. Our Member
to Member phone ministry keeps us connected. * Committees and small ministry groups of St. Andrew’s have been allowed to meet in the church with
restrictions since mid-September. These restrictions include limiting the number of participants, adherence to physical distancing of 6’ apart and wearing of
facemasks. Only one group per day per primary meeting space. For example, only one group may meet in the Fellowship Hall on any given day. But on the
same day, one group could meet in the Sanctuary, but not at the same time of day. Groups must sanitize areas used when they’re done.

The building is open with
restrictions
Gatherings are allowed
with restrictions
The criteria for moving to Level Two include (among others) a trend of declining COVID-19 cases in Itasca County for
28 days. Once that happens, we can gather – with restrictions – for in-person, on-site worship and smaller events. These restrictions
include limiting the number of participants, adherence to physical distancing of 6’ and the wearing of masks.

We will rejoice in welcoming
everyone back to St. Andrew’s
Lutheran Church!!!
The criteria for moving to Level One include a trend of declining COVID-19 cases in Itasca County for 42 days. (Includes the
28 days used to move from Level 3 to Level 2 This means it is an additional 14 days.) A COVID-19 vaccine must also be readily available.
The complete and detailed plan is available on the congregation’s website at www.saintand.org
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Council President John Saccoman…

We set up our Christmas tree nearly a month earlier than normal this year. I guess being neck-deep in
the upcoming COVID Christmas has everyone feeling a bit isolated and sad. The thought of not seeing our
family around this special time of year is hard to accept. But, in keeping with the spirit of loving our neighbors
and keeping loved ones safe, we will be staying put. That doesn’t mean we can’t try and keep up with our
traditions, some of which are many years old.
Our St. Andrew’s family is working toward having the upcoming traditional religious celebrations produced in a
different way. Pastor Dave is excitedly planning Advent festivities using live music and song to both boost our
spirits and give us strength too during these dark, trying times. The four Sunday’s of Advent begin November 29 and continue
through December 20. Facebook Live will continue to be our vehicle to deliver real-time content.
St. Andrew’s Christmas Eve celebration typically draws folks from near and far because of our live service. In trying to
keep with tradition, we’ll have a special Journey to the Manger, Pilgrimage to the Church and Stations of the Nativity outside
experience in our parking lot. COVID has forced us to rethink how we produce our service, but the Christmas message is still
the same. Stay tuned for details.
To bring some holiday spirit to Saccomanville, we recently turned on the Christmas carols, poured some eggnog and
decorated the house with full trimmings. Soon we’ll be wrapping gifts and tucking them neatly under the tree. My wife Becky
wraps her gifts with perfectly creased, brightly-colored paper, tied together with perfectly-chosen bows and hand-made
name tags. It’s like a Norman Rockwell painting…warm and happy. My gifts look like they were wrapped without using my
thumbs. They resemble a second-grade art project…a little messy, a bit lopsided and loaded with Scotch tape. Guess which
ones get shoved to the back of the tree? We wouldn’t want to ruin the Rockwell painting!
This year, more than others in recent memory, we need to try and focus on our traditions in a different way. For
example, every year in December I pull on the same loud and awful (in the good sense) Christmas sweater and head out the
door. It helps me concentrate on shopping. Linus has his blanket. I have my sweater. As the years have passed, it’s grown a
bit more, shall we say, figure-hugging and could probably use a few more XXs before the L. Even Santa would bite the reigns
on his sleigh if asked to describe it. But it’s tradition. This year, I’ll still be happy to wear it shopping, even if it’s sitting in front
of the computer browsing Amazon.
To me Christmas tradition is all about color. Right? In addition to all the traditional Christian symbolism, our modernday look at the holiday is littered with color. Just imagine if Duluth’s Bentleyville was done in all white lights. People make
the annual pilgrimage there for the over-the-top color. It’s nourishment for their eyes. It’s difficult to digest what the holiday
would be without festive wrapping paper and multi-colored tree decorations. Envision fetching green wreathes trimmed with
over-sized red bows. Think carefully-draped golden garland and shiny silver bells. Visualize Rudolph’s red nose leading the
way. Heck, even Elvis said Christmas would be blue without you.
Look, tradition is a thread that we use to sew together our past and present. Our rituals, customs and beliefs are
passed from generation to generation and give us familiarity and comfort. Tradition binds our faith and our families. COVID19, no matter how dark and unforgiving, may alter some of those traditions. But it won’t win. We’re too strong. Whatever
your tradition, allow it to shine. So, grab your ugliest Christmas sweater. Hang your colored lights. Wrap those beautiful
gifts…and if you run short on Scotch tape, give me a call.

Thank You
Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
In our region, winters can bring unexpected expenses to already struggling individuals and families. Increased expenses like heating
bills, vehicle repairs due to cold weather and illnesses can create a temporary need for hep. Having to choose between keeping your
children warm or having food in the house is no choice any parent wants to make. Thanks to your generous gift of $66.50 to second
Harvest North Central Food Bank, we are able to lessen that burden on struggling individuals and families.
By supporting Second Harvest, you are helping to ensure that within north central Minnesota, hungry children, working families,
disabled people and the elderly have enough food to pu on their tables when times are tough. Through our Food Distribution Program,
Second Harvest Food Shelf, Child Hunger Programs, Nutrition Assistance for Seniors Program (NAPS) and SNAP Outreach, we are able
to provide over 4 million meals a year to those in need.
You are a valued partner in our fight again hunger. Thank you for your generosity and for making a difference here in north central
Minnesota.
Sincerely, Susan Estee-Executive Director

The Prayer Chain is an important part of our ministry here at St. Andrew’s. If you believe in the power of
prayer, you should join the Prayer Chain! Our members offer their confidential help and support through prayer.
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What is the Prayer Chain and how does it work at St. Andrews? Jean Gardner or Gail Olijnek receive prayer
requests, we send out an email to the members, and you pray in the privacy of your own home. It’s an easy and
meaningful way to do God’s work by caring for others.
So if you would like to join the Prayer Chain, call Jean Gardner at 218-301-6130 or Gail Olijnek at 218-326-2431 to give them your email
address. They would be happy to have you be a part of the group.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Do you enjoy knitting or crocheting and are looking for a meaningful way to help others? Then the Prayer
Shawl Ministry is the group you should join! We are a behind the scenes ministry of the church making prayer
shawls at home and/or at church the fourth Tuesday of the month at 10:00 am in the Fireside Room. We are
scheduled to meet December 22nd at 10:00 am. We have not been meeting at church since the pandemic
started, but decide month by month whether we will meet in person at the church. It is my hope that we will
be meeting in person again soon.
Members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry, please continue to work on your prayer shawls at home praying for those in need as you knit and
crochet. If you have a finished prayer shawl you would like to drop off at church, connect with me or Angie, put it in a bag, and place it in
the wooden box outside the church door.
If you know of someone who is in need of our prayers, love, and comfort through one of our prayer shawls, please let me know. We can
find a safe way to give them a prayer shawl. You can contact me, Gail Olijnek at 218-326-2431 or by email at golijnek@cpinternet.com

Toy Drive - Due to the pandemic, the Itasca County Holiday Program will not be collecting toys for children this year. However, the
local Marine recruiters are collecting Toys for Tots. New, non-violent toys can be dropped off at the Edward Jones office at 111 Golf Course
Road #1 in Grand Rapids.

Celebration of Light and Music
S UNDAY , D ECEMBER 13, 2020 AT C AMP H IAWATHA
3:00 - 5:00 P . M .
For our 2020 event, Camp Hiawatha is hosting the Celebration of Light and Music a little
differently this year. With COVID-19 cases increasing in our community, this is not the time to
gather together in the chapel and sing Christmas carols together. It is still important to celebrate
the light now, maybe more than ever. That is why we are adapting our celebration this year so you
can take home the light and a delicious traditional Scandinavian meal. Cost is $15/meal.
Purchase your meal (or meals) on or before Wednesday December 9th to pick up on Sunday,
December 13th. To order, go to our give smart page CLM2020.givesmart.com. Meals are
packaged to be warmed in your oven when you get home. E ach family will receive a self guided
Santa Lucia Devotion that will bring the celebration home to you.
On the day of pick up, drive under the Hiawatha arch. Follow the flow of traffic to the chapel
porch and remain in your car. A staff member will greet you at your car and bring your items to
you. There will be Christmas lights and decorations to enjoy as you drive through camp. We are
looking forward to seeing everyone and hope this can continue to be a great holiday tradition for
you and your loved ones.
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Come by the church to pick up your family Advent Kit! We will be available to hand them out on Tuesday from 4:00
-6:00pm and Wednesday from 10:00am-2:00pm. Each kit contains a paper wreath to color, advent candles, some fun
projects for your family, an advent calendar and more.

Because of the spikes in COVID in our area, we will not be meeting in person for Sunday School, middle school
or high school youth groups. As soon as we are able and it is safe, we will make every effort to meet again. In the
meantime, be watching for Zoom invitations, Netflix Party movie nights, or other opportunities for us to get
together apart.

It’s not too late to sign up for free Sunday School mailings! The recommended age range is 3 years through 5 th grade.
Nikki puts together lessons that follow our church’s lectionary year. To compliment the lessons, coloring sheets,
activity pages, craft projects and family discussion guides are provided along with any necessary supplies that may be
needed. Sign up on the website or click the following link: https://www.saintand.org/sunday-school/

Christmas for 2020 might look a little different, but we
still have fun plans and opportunities for our families! Be
watching for messages through Facebook or email for
invitations to participate in our compiled family
Christmas program. Plans are still in the making but we
hope that you will help us to make it a fun experience!
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While we are not in person at St. Andrew’s, we’re still able to support the ELCA. Listed below are items available to
purchase through ELCA Good Gifts program. Mail a check payable to St. Andrew’s and let us know what items you want
to buy; write Good Gifts on your check. Or can order online through ELCA.org/goodgifts.
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Tips:
1. When requesting a test medical insurance information is asked for. I believe the company bills the insurance but it doesn't charge the person anything. They also ask for an ID. Both of these are things that will need to be uploaded to the website usually with your device camera.
2. Once a person receives the test they should not open the actual test vial container. That will happen once they are going to spit in the cup
in front of a live person on ZOOM.
3. No eating, drinking, smoking or chewing gum 30 minutes prior to test.
4. 2 ml of saliva is needed for the test so it may not work for everyone (especially younger children)
5. Smelling pickle juice will help produce saliva and you can do that as you are spitting into the tube on ZOOM.
6. 2 ml of saliva is needed for the test so it may not work for everyone (especially younger children)
7. The tests usually arrive a day after you order. They can be kept until they are needed to be used.
8. The results have been coming back very quickly (within 12-72 hours). They send the results by email.
With all of the community spread it is a great way to be prepared to test when you need it.
-Gayle Anderson, RN, PHN, LSN
Invest Early, Grand Rapids Early Childhood Center
218-327-5700 ext 43152 (working remotely so please try cell first)
Work Cell # 218-398-1062
Personal Cell # 218-838-2361

Linking Women Together

Women's Group News
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Diane Hannah, Co-Chair
Diane Mangseth, Co-Chair

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength." Mark 12:30

Women’s Conversation Group meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month 9:30-11:00 am via ZOOM
and/or in-person in the Fireside Room with restrictions. We are very enthused about the Bible study
we are using called “Daily Faith Practices” from the ELCA. Daily Faith Practices follow the lessons that
are read each Sunday during worship. The group will meet Tuesdays, December 6 and December 20.
Please contact Eileen Grosland at 326-4797 or email her at grosland@paulbunyan.net to be invited to
the group. All women are welcome!
Quilting Ministry: St. Andrew’s quilting group is meeting Wednesday mornings 9:00 am – 12:00
noon in the Fireside Room with restrictions. There would be not more than 10 people, wearing
face masks and 6’ social distancing required while we quilt. The group will not use the kitchen,
no food shared and must sanitize all surfaces in the Fireside Room when done quilting (plus door
knobs, etc. on the quilting closet) and must sanitize the bathroom too if anyone used it. We have
LOTS of quilt tops ready to quilt but need the big tables to tie them. The St. Andrew's quilters
need your help to deliver boxes of quilts from our church to the Lutheran World Relief
Warehouse in St. Paul just off of I494 and Concord Street. Directions will be provided. If you can
take some or all of the boxes whenever you are going that way, please contact Gail Shoemaker
for details (219-245-1202). With all the hurricanes, tornadoes and fires in the U.S. recently, they
are definitely needed. Can you help deliver some quilts? Please call Gail.

Eco Faith Advocates exciting news. There is a web page on the church website dedicated to Eco Faith news and happenings. Check it out, it
can be found under the Ministries tab. We have here some holiday Green Tips written by our own Nancy Raymond.
GREEN TIPS FOR THE HOLIDAYS:
Sustainable Gifts
These gifts can be experience gifts like tickets to a concert or sporting event. It can be membership to an aquarium or museum.
It can be a homemade gift or coupons for household tasks, a homemade dinner or baby sitting.
I have given grandkids a week at Family Camp at Camp Hiawatha for over 20 years.
It could be private music lessons…even for adults.
ELCA Good Gifts….I give each of my adult families a barnyard gift. This year it is a goat and chicks.
Amazon Smile
When you order from Amazon, use Amazon Smile. There is no change to your order except 0.5% will be given to the charity of your
choice.
Wrapping Gifts…If at least three gifts were wrapped not using holidy paper, we would cover 45,000 football fields. Those papers could
be replaced with recycled paper. Wrap them with: old maps, brown bags decorated and tied with twine, comic papers, posters, usable gifts like scarves, pillowcases, bandanas, baskets or cookie tins.
Or…Don’t wrap them…Hide them in the house and create a scavenger hunt to find them…Color code them for the individual.
Decorate with LED lights that use 90% less energy than conventional holiday lights.
Use E-cards for holiday wishes.
Donate to Sierra Club’s Sponsor a Wild Place.
I sponsor a child in an orphanage in Kenya with her school fees for a year.
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
October 20, 2020
Congregational Council Meeting 6:00 PM
Present: Amber Jackson, Pastor David Anderson, Nikki Rud, John Saccoman, Alan Anderberg, Byron Snowden,
Marj Lavalier, Vicky Lorenz, Dan Thureen, Betsy Trevena, Angela Olson, Sue Mertz
Absent: Linda Flom, Kim Jamtgaard
Meeting called to order at 6:05 pm by President John Saccoman.
Devotions – John Saccoman
Additions to the Agenda
Amendment to the Adoption Agreement of the ELCA Retirement Savings Plan
Portico
President’s Comments
Pastor and CYFM reports: Motion to approve use of the divider wall as two separate rooms in the fellowship
hall by Byron Snowden, 2nd by Marj Lavalier. Motion carried. Motion to move forward enthusiastically with
the presumption of children’s ministry following the guidelines of facility use by Byron Snowden. 2nd by
Marj Lavalier. Motion carried 7-3 vote.
Previous Minutes: Motion to accept August Treasurer's Report by John Saccoman. 2nd by Byron
Snowden. Motion carried. Motion to accept September meeting minutes by Byron Snowden, 2nd by Alan
Anderberg. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report – Motion to accept September Treasurer’s Report by Byron Snowden, 2nd by Sue
Mertz. Motion carried.
Old Business
COVID-19 Plan Review & Update—will be reviewed monthly.
Capital Appeal Update – Pastor Dave
Sanctuary carpeting Update – Alan Anderberg
Budget discussion – Pastor Dave: ongoing discussion with rationale about line items, etc. that may need
to change.
Enbridge Pipeline #3 Update – Pastor Dave informed Enbridge that the desire was to have the pipeline
removed from the property.
New Business
Snow Plowing Update – Amber Jackson: Motion to accept North Star Plowing, LLC for plowing season
2020-2021 by Vicky Lorenz, 2nd by Byron Snowden. Motion carried.
Amendment to the Adoption Agreement of the ELCA Retirement Savings Plan—Motion to approve as
presented and have Dan Thureen, Treasurer, sign by Vicky Lorenz, 2nd by Alan Anderberg. Motion
carries.
Portico—Motion to keep Pastor Dave at Gold Plus Portico by Amber Jackson, 2nd by Dan
Thureen. Motion carried.
Upcoming Calendar Events
Fall Clean-up Day 10-24-20
Candy Crawl/Trunk or Treat 10-31-20
Habitat for Humanity Build Day 11-19-20
Motion to adjourn by Alan Anderberg, 2nd by Amber Jackson at 7:32 p.m. Motion carried.
Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer
Next regular meeting – November 17, 2020 6:00 p.m. Fireside Room (Zoom)
Devotions – Kim Jamtgaard
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We are in the home stretch of our financial appeal in which members and friends of St.
Andrew’s have been asked to prayerfully consider to what extent they believe they will
support the ministries of the congregation in 2021. Thank you to those of you who have
responded by returning your Estimate of Giving Card! If you have not yet done so, I (Pastor
Dave) am asking that you please do so now.
We are asked to give cheerfully, generously and even sacrificially to ensure that the Good
News of Jesus – the Light of Jesus, and the Hope of Jesus, and the Joy of Jesus – continues
to be shared through all of our ministries, and experienced by people so desperately in need
of Good News. That is you. That’s me. That’s our families. But it is also our neighbors
and members of our community who do not know Jesus, or perhaps only superficially. We all need the Good News of Jesus –
especially in these uncertain times. We all need to be Deeply Rooted in a Boundless God Beyond Measure. Your giving does that for
you and yours and for others.
Thank you also for choosing to use an automated form of giving, such as Simply Giving (transfer of funds from a bank account)
or using the Donate Link, on our website (for recurring or one time gifts) or setting up recurring giving directly with your bank
or credit union. This form of giving helps the giver do the giving he/she intends to do. It actually helps supporters grow in
their giving, as we are giving up front, rather than from our leftovers. And, because it’s automatic, many have said that even
with increased giving, they don’t miss the money, as it’s already designated, and happens on schedule. It’s one of those “faith
things,” that when we give to the things of God first, we find that we are not in need.
So thank you. Through the giving you do, and through the resulting ministries, may you be deeply rooted and grounded in
our boundless God. And deeply rooted, by you be “like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither.” (Psalm 1:3)

A simple choice; a generous response
The Simply Giving Program
Through Simply Giving®, your offerings are made through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You
determine the frequency of your automatic donation – weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly – the option is yours. Your
donation is deposited into St. Andrew’s bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your account.
Benefits to you and… St. Andrew’s
Simply Giving® is a reliable, safe way to move your stewardship plan into action. It allows you to share your donations
through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing stewardship. This is literally “first fruits” giving, as you
decide up front the level of your giving. Because your donation is given consistently, you won’t need to play “catch-up” at
year-end or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. But you’re not the only one that benefits.
Your congregation benefits from steady, more predictable donations throughout the year, more efficient bookkeeping, and
greater confidence in meeting its financial commitments.
Who do I call if I have more questions about the Simply Giving® program?
Contact Angela Olson, St. Andrew’s Parish Secretary, at home (she’s working remotely at this time) 218-999-5352. She can
assist in signing you up or in changing your current authorization.
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We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to do the
giving you want to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card. Giving online is
easy and allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to set up automatic recurring contributions. Simply visit the church website at www.saintand.org and click on the
DONATE button. Or, donate from your smart phone. Simply scan the image you see
here using your phone’s QR code reader. (Many free code readers are available at your
app store.) Contributions can be made to either the General Fund to support our many
ministries.

Mon
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1:00p EcoFaith Advocates
4:00p Handbell rehearsal

14

4:00p Handbell rehearsal

21

4:00p Handbell rehearsal

28

4:00p Handbell rehearsal

Sun

6

9:00a Worship on Facebook
Live
6:00p ICTV worship broad
cast

13

9:00a Worship on Facebook
Live
3:00p Celebration of Light
at Camp Hiawatha
6:00p ICTV worship broad
cast

20

9:00a Worship on Facebook
Live
6:00p ICTV worship broad
cast

27

9:00a Worship on Facebook
Live
6:00p ICTV worship broad
cast

9:00a Quilting Group
6:00p RECHARGE Worship on
Facebook Live
6:45p FINK Night via Zoom

9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation via Zoom

29

10:00a Prayer Shawl Ministry

22

9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation via Zoom
6:00p Church Council meets

15

5:30p Property Site Care &
Planning Team meets

30

New Years Eve

31

3:00p Worship on Facebook
3:30-5:30p Journey to the
Manger in parking lot

Christmas Eve

24

23

9:00a Quilting Group
6:00p RECHARGE Worship on
Facebook Live

8:30a Habitat Build Day

17

10

3

Thu

9:00a Quilting Group
6:00p RECHARGE Worship on
Facebook Live
6:45p FINK Night via Zoom

16

9:00a Quilting Group
6:00p RECHARGE Worship on
Facebook Live
6:45p FINK Night via Zoom

9

2

1

8

Wed

Tue

DECEMBER 2020

26

19

12

5

Sat

For most complete and up-to-date
calendar, please visit our website
www.saintand.org.

Christmas Day

25

18

11

4

Fri

14

15
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
Sunday Worship 9:00 am on Facebook Live
Wednesday RECHARGE Worship 6:00 pm on Facebook Live

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT

WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich
diversity of members.

CELEBRATE

God’s presence in our lives.

GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our
lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

