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FROM PASTOR DAVE
I want to share with you the biblical concept of lament in response to a friend’s recent post on Facebook. It was actually a repost
of something that has been circulating in response to almost a year now of having to live with restrictions due to the pandemic. In
a thinly veiled mockery of those who have adhered to the requirements of wearing a mask and staying physically distanced and of
those who believe that COVID is more dangerous than the flu, he posted,
We should not be forced to live in fear. We went from being a free nation to being told we:
couldn’t go to school
couldn’t go to church
couldn’t go to our grandma's house
couldn’t pay respects to a loved one through a funeral
couldn’t leave our homes
...and when we were allowed to do these things, we were told:
how long we could be there
how far apart we have to be
which direction to walk
what to wear

what we can buy/not buy
where we could shop/not shop
whether we could sing/worship/take communion
what time we had to be home

I recognize both these lists as reflecting the limitations we’ve had to live with. With the author, I agree that this has been a
frustrating year with lots of sacrifices (including within the church!). But unlike the author, I do not think these measures have
been ridiculous. Rather I believe that from a societal standpoint, these measures (along with being vaccinated now that
vaccinations are becoming more widely available) have been the way to fight against a pandemic and saving lives. Additionally,
from a faith standpoint, these measures are concrete ways we express the love of the other. Love. As you recall, Jesus linked
loving God with heart, soul, mind and strength, to love of neighbor. Or, as I like to say, we love and serve God by loving and
serving people.
A Christian response to the pandemic and the changes we’ve had to make as we try to curtail its continued spread and influence is
not disregard and defiance. It is not rioting and insurrection. It is not complaint, crassness, or contempt. In addition to living
lives of radical love, I believe the Christian response is lament. Lament is a biblical response to times of difficulty and hardship –
and sometimes prolonged difficulty and hardship. It is a crying out to God in grief and/or anger and/or desperation. It may
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sound like a synonym to “complaint” (which a lot of people have been doing a lot of!) but it is actually different. While a
complaint is an accusation, a lament is an appeal. From the perspective of our relationship with God, a complaint is an accusation
against God calling God’s character into question, while a lament is an appeal to God which relies on the character of God.
We have much to lament. We have experienced a year of loss. Lost experiences. Lost time with one another. Loss of life. Loss
of normalcy. Lament is called for. Turning toward and crying out to God, because we believe to the very depths of our souls that
God is good and God is with us and God is for us, even if we don’t understand our circumstances. Even if life has been hard.
Even if it feels like this has been going on forever. Even if we’re frustrated and have “had it up to here.” I don’t get it, but for the
love of God (literally) I will love and serve people around me, and across the globe. I don’t get it, but I will continue to cry out
and in so doing I will grow in relationship and in intimacy with God. I don’t get it, but I will cry out, “How long, Lord,” and “will
you forget me/us forever?” I will cry out as I wait for the Lord “more than the night watch waits for morning; yes, more than the night
watch waits for morning!” (Psalm 130) That is lament. We need to do more of this.
As we gather Wednesday evenings at 6:00 for our Lenten worship with Holden Evening Prayer, we will be hearing two Psalms
read as part of worship. A Psalm of Lament, followed by a Psalm of Praise. (And really, a lament can be seen as praise too, as it is
a way of saying I believe in you, God – in your goodness and mercy – even though I might not be seeing it at the moment.) We
will be hearing the faith stories of members of our congregation, as they share highs and lows (laments and praise?) from their
lives.
May we join in lament in these tough times, which is different than sharing – or posting – gripes, and stoking the flames of
divisiveness.
Peace,
Pastor Dave

Easter Lily Order Form
Name ___________________________________
Phone ___________________________________
________ Easter Lilies at $15.00 each
In Memory of ______________________________________________________
and/or
In Honor of _______________________________________________________
Please fill out this form and mail to the church office with full payment. Checks should be made payable
to St. Andrew's Lutheran Church and designate "Easter Lily" in the memo. Lilies may be picked up to
take home. Please make arrangements with the church office to pick after Easter Sunday.

Deadline to order is Palm Sunday, March 28, 2021.

Plan for returning to the church building
in light of the COVID-19 Pandemic
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At it’s meeting on August 18, the Congregation Council discussed, revised and embraced a COVID Preparedness Plan, which both the State
of Minnesota and our Northeastern Minnesota Synod have asked of us. They did so to ensure the safety of all, but in particular the most
vulnerable in our congregation and community, and in order to mitigate the spread of COVID–19 in our community and beyond. It is
based on the best scientific and health care information available as well as guidance from Bishop Tom Aitken, the Northeastern MN Synod
and the ELCA, and the office of the Governor of Minnesota. At each monthly meeting, the Congregation Council will review the pandemic
situation, including trends (increasing or declining) of cases of COVID-19 in Itasca County. They will make the determination to stay at the
current level, or to move ahead or revert to another level.

There are three levels to our re-entry plan: Red, Yellow, and Green

We began this level March 15, 2020.
The building may be closed but the Church is not! We will continue to be the Church, loving and serving God by loving and serving people.
We will continue gathering online for worship both Wednesdays and Sundays. Bible studies, meetings, confirmation, will happen remotely
using technology such as Zoom. We can gather outdoors (weather permitting) as long as we adhere to physical distancing of 6’. Our Member
to Member phone ministry keeps us connected. * Committees and small ministry groups of St. Andrew’s have been allowed to meet in the church with
restrictions since mid-September 2020. These restrictions include limiting the number of participants, adherence to physical distancing of 6’ apart and wearing
of facemasks. Only one group per day per primary meeting space. For example, only one group may meet in the Fellowship Hall on any given day. But on the
same day, one group could meet in the Sanctuary, but not at the same time of day. Groups must sanitize areas used when they’re done.

The building is open with
restrictions
Gatherings are allowed
with restrictions
The criteria for moving to Level Two include (among others) a trend of declining COVID-19 cases in Itasca County for 28
days. Once that happens, we can gather – with restrictions – for in-person, on-site worship and smaller events. These restrictions include
limiting the number of participants, adherence to physical distancing of 6’ and the wearing of masks. We began to allow in-person worship
attendance with restrictions on February 10 and this will continue provided certain criteria are met. 1. Maximum number of 70 people allowed to attend. 2.
People need to volunteer to be part of a trained Hospitality Team (greeter/usher). 3. People need to volunteer to be part of a sanitizing/wipe down team. 4.
The 14 day case rate per 10,000 needs to stay low. Watch for email announcements to make reservations for in-person worship or call the church office and
Angie will help you sign up.

We will rejoice in welcoming
everyone back to St. Andrew’s
Lutheran Church!!!
The criteria for moving to Level One include a trend of declining COVID-19 cases in Itasca County for 42 days. (Includes the
28 days used to move from Level 3 to Level 2 This means it is an additional 14 days.) A COVID-19 vaccine must also be readily available.
The complete and detailed plan is available on the congregation’s website at www.saintand.org
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Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 14, 2021. Remember to
turn your clocks ahead one hour before bedtime on Saturday evening. It’s
time once again to Spring forward!
Prayer Chain
If you know of someone who needs our prayers, please contact Jean Gardner at 218-301-6130 or
Gail Olijnek at 218-326-2431. They would be happy to send your confidential prayer concern out to
our prayer chain members.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
If you know of someone who is in need of our prayers, love, and comfort through one of
our prayer shawls, we can find a safe way during this pandemic to get a prayer shawl to
them. We currently 22 prayer shawls available. Please contact Gail Olijnek at 218-3262431 or by e-mail at golijnek@cpinternet.com if someone you know needs one.
If our pastor can be of assistance to you in any way, please don't hesitate to call.
Pastor David Anderson can be reached at (218) 838-8202.

Planning to further your education next year by attending college or another postsecondary educational facility? If yes, let your church lend a hand with 2021
college or other post-secondary education expenses! Fill out the St. Andrews
scholarship application found on the church website:
https://www.saintand.org/health-and-wellness/ You have until April 1st to
apply. Scholarship recipients will be notified in May.

Climate change is upon us and as Lutherans, how can we respond? What is God calling us to do? Where is hope and
renewal? Join us for a virtual EcoFaith summit sponsored by the Northeastern Minnesota Synod EcoFaith team on
Saturday morning, April 17. Now the Green Blade Rises - Storytelling for the Healing of Creation. More
information and registration available at: https://ecofaithsummit_4-17-2021.eventbrite.com

The Eco faith Advocates have continued to meet the last several months with a couple meetings (masked and distanced)
in the parking lot and others (masked and distanced) in the Fireside Room.
Plans are in place for a compost bin to be added to the St. Andrew’s property. More information regarding what can go
in the bin will be shared as we move closer to the time when we will again gather for events including use of the kitchen.
A web page has been added to the St Andrew’s website under the Ministries tab. Check for Green Tips and other news.
Do you have an eco based suggestion or green tip to share? Contact Vicky Lorenz, Jan BIlden or Wanda Clark.
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St. Andrew’s Youth News

February, 2021

Middle School and Senior High Youth
Groups ARE BACK!
On Sunday evenings from 4:00-5:30 pm for 6-8th grades and 6:00-7:30 pm
for 9-12th grades, we will be meeting for a time of….

FAITH
FUN &
FELLOWSHIP!
These times for us to gather are different than confirmation, worship or Bible studies. They are for
YOU! For you to be with others, to have some fun in games and activities, to talk about this crazy
and sometimes messed up world we live in and how our faith can keep us strong! For now, please
still wear a mask and please know that you will still be required to be spaced apart and stay safe.

Middle School Gathering and Cardia Deo Senior High Gathering
Since we weren’t able to do the Middle School Gathering at Craguns
in November and the Cardia Deo event for March has also been
cancelled, we are going to do our own thing at St. Andrew’s! Please
stay tuned and watch Facebook, Snap, Instant Messenger
and St. Andrew’s website for more information!

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK!
10:30-11:30am, Sunday mornings
3-year-olds through 5th graders are welcome and encouraged to join the
Sunday School leaders for a time of music, lessons, crafts and fun activities.

Women’s Conversation Group meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month 9:30-11:00 am via ZOOM
and/or in-person in the Fireside Room with restrictions. We continue to use the Bible study called “Daily
Faith Practices” from the ELCA. Daily Faith Practices follow the lessons that are read each Sunday during
worship. The group will meet Tuesdays, March 2 and March 16. Please contact Eileen Grosland at 3264797 or email her at grosland@paulbunyan.net to be invited to the group. All women are welcome!
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Quilting Ministry: St. Andrew’s quilting group has met Wednesday mornings 9:00 am–12:00 noon
in the Fireside Room with restrictions. No more than 10 people, wearing face masks and 6’ social
distancing required while we quilt and sanitizes all surfaces when done quilting. Please call Gail
Shoemaker at 218-245-1202 to find it if their meeting in-person. We have LOTS of quilt tops ready to
quilt but need the big tables to tie them.
The St. Andrew's quilters need your help to deliver boxes of quilts from our church to the Lutheran
World Relief Warehouse in St. Paul just off of I494 and Concord Street. Directions will be provided. If
you can take some or all of the boxes whenever you are going that way, please contact Gail for details.
With all the hurricanes, tornadoes and fires in the U.S. recently, they are definitely needed. Can you
help deliver some quilts? Please call Gail.

Calling all preschool age families—St. Andrew's Preschool is now accepting
registrations for the 2021/2022 school year. There are 2 classes: Monday/Wednesday/
Friday for students planning to go into kindergarten in September 2022 and Tuesday/
Thursday for kids who are 3 years old and potty trained by September 1, 2021. All classes
meet from 8:30-11:30 am. Please contact Sarah Litchke (218) 259-3043 for more
information and to register.

VLM office - 1105 East Superior Street, Lower Suite, Duluth MN 5

Family Rejuve - March 5th, 6th, and 7th. Camp Hiawatha invites you and your family to spend a day, a night or the whole
weekend playing in God’s great northwoods. C ontact us and let us know how you want to engage - make this a weekend that
provides what your family seeks. Check out our website for additional information and to register. www.vlmcamps.org/
familyrejuve
Cost: $100/adult, $75/youth (ages 4-17) for the full retreat (pro rating available for shorter stays). Full retreat cost includes 5 meals
(Friday-Sunday), 2 nights lodging, snacks, and on-site activities and outdoor activities. (Does not include equipment rental, ski passes
or activity fees off-site).
Register TODAY for Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion!
We know it can be difficult to fit a week of camp into a busy schedule. We want to help by encouraging you to register earlier.
Camp is open with restrictions for summer 2021. Get camp on your schedule now and then you don’t have to worry about trying to
squeeze it in later! www.VLMcamps.org
It's great to be alive in God's great northwoods!
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“You must actively help the hungry and feed the oppressed. Then your light will dispel the darkness…” Isaiah 58:10
During March, Second Harvest North central Food Bank
participates in the Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign by
collecting donations of money and food that support local
efforts to help feed people in need and reduce hunger in the
local community. March is the time of year when donations
made to our local Food Shelf will leverage additional funds
from the Minnesota FoodShare Statewide campaign. The
more dollars we raise, the more they receive to restock the
Food Shelf at Second Harvest.
Last year, St. Andrew’s donated $1,533 and 585 lbs. of
food to Second Harvest during the month of March. Wow!
Let’s do it again! Want to give financially? $1.00 can
provide nearly 4 meals to a hungry neighbor. Make checks
payable to St. Andrew’s with ‘Food Shelf’ in the memo line.
Mail your donations to the church or if you’re attending inperson, drop your monetary donations into the small
shopping cart on the table in the Narthex. Paper grocery
bags are available to place your food donations in; pick one
up at St. Andrew’s from the wood box outside the front
doors. Let’s PACK the PEWS! Most needed items include:
peanut butter; whole grain cereals; canned meats (tuna,
chicken & salmon); canned fruits (mixed fruit, pears,
peaches); canned vegetables (green beans, peas, mixed
vegetables); chunky soups, stews and cream of mushroom
soup; baking & cooking items (olive or vegetable oil, flour

and sugar); hygiene products (toothpaste, toothbrush, body/
hand soap, shampoo/condition, deodorant); dish & laundry
soap. *No expired food please. Return your filled grocery bag
to church by Wednesday, March 17th. Since the church is
currently locked due to the pandemic, contact Angie when
you are dropping off food donations so we can make sure it’s
gets inside the church building promptly.
And here’s a fun way to be at church even when you’re
not comfortable to BE at church. For a $10 donation per
person ($20 for families of 4+), have your face printed on a
cardboard cutout to be placed in the pews. What a fun way
to support Second Harvest and to PACK the PEWS even if
we can’t all be there in person! Send your payment to St.
Andrew’s with “Selfie” in the memo. And please Email a
digital photo to saintand@saintand.org so it can be printed.
How many smiling faces we can pack in the pews?!!
All monetary and food donations must be received by
March 31st at Second Harvest to count towards their
Minnesota March FoodShare Campaign. Thank you!
Please join us in giving hope by
donating in the month of March.
You can give many people the
hope they need.

The members of the PRAYER CHAIN
are ready to offer confidential help and
support through prayer. Please call Jean
Gardner at 218-301-6130 or Gail Olijnek
at 218-326-2431 with prayer requests.

Deadline for April Newsletter

All news articles and information need to be in the
church office by March 20 to have it included in
the April newsletter. In an effort to reduce

spending, St. Andrew’s sends the monthly
newsletter via email as a pdf attachment to all
those we have addresses for and will only be
mailed to those who do not have computer access.
Please make sure we have your correct email
address so we can be sure you don’t miss
important information by calling the church office
at 326-8508 or email the church office at
saintand@saintand.org. A limited number of
printed copies are available in the wooden box
outside the church.
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Thank You Notes
Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for your continued support
and donations to Second Harvest North Central
Food Bank. Your donations help us to provide for
thousands of meals for hungry neighbors through
the 115 organizations we partner with. It means so
much to those in our community who struggle to put
food on their tables when times are tight. On behalf
of the staff, volunteers and especially the people we
serve, THANK YOU! Your support is making a
difference in the lives of many local people. Thank
you for helping us feed hope and end hunger.
Sincerely,
Sue Estee, Executive Director

To all the wonderful kids that took time to make
Valentine’s Day cards for the residents at Majestic
Pines, we would like to thank you all from the
bottom of our hearts. The residents enjoyed
receiving them and absolutely loved them. They
mean more to them than you will ever know. The
smiles on their faces receiving them and opening
them is just overwhelming. Thank you for bringing
so much joy on this holiday for them!
Sincerely, all of us at Majestic Pines

Attention Thrivent Members: Through the Thrivent Choice Dollars program, you may have undirected choice dollars
remaining from 2020 to be directed. By directing Choice Dollars, you can recommend where Thrivent distributes a portion of
its chartable grant funds. Participating in Thrivent choice is a wonderful way to help non-profit organizations, such as St.
Andrew’s Lutheran Church, that are doing great things in our community. 2020 awarded Choice Dollars expire on March 31,
2021. You have two options: 1) Go online to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. If you haven’t registered on Thrivent.com, you’ll
first have to register and create a user ID, password and security question. 2) Call phone #800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent
choice” when prompted. Thank you for directing your Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. Andrew’s!
Also, if you are a Thrivent Member, you may be able to apply for a Thrivent Action Team Grant. Action Team Grants provide
‘seed money’ for events hosted at/by St. Andrew’s. Please contact the church office and let us know you are a Thrivent
member so we can help you can take advantage of this program.

We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to do the giving you want
to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card. Giving online is easy and allows you to either make a
one-time contribution or to set up automatic recurring contributions. Simply visit the church website at
www.saintand.org and then click on the donate button. Or donate from your smart phone. Simply scan
the image you see here using your phone’s QR code reader. (Many free code readers are available at your
app store). Contributions can be designated to the General Fund to support our many ministries.
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
January 19, 2021
Congregational Council Meeting Minutes
Present: Amber Jackson, Angela Olson, Pastor David Anderson, Marj Lavalier, Nikki Rud, Alan Anderberg, John
Saccoman, Linda Flom, Sue Mertz, Kim Jamtgaard, Vicki Lorenz, Byron Snowden, Marj Lavalier, Dan Thureen
Absent: Betsy Trevena
Devotions – Alan Anderberg
Additions to the Agenda
President’s Comments—Remembering self-care, especially during this time of Coronavirus Pandemic
Pastor and CYFM reports—see attached reports.
Previous Minutes – Motion to approve December 2020 meeting minutes with correction: to designate that of the
total amount paid to David N Anderson, $26,000 be designated as the housing allowance in 2021, by Byron
Snowden. 2nd by Linda Flom. Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report – Motion to approve December 2020 treasurer’s report by Amber Jackson, 2nd by Kim Jamtgaard.
Motion passed.
Old Business
COVID-19 Plan Review & Update—Motion to move the COVID-19 plan to move into the “yellow” section by Amber
Jackson, 2nd by Kim Jamtgaard. Motion carries with 10-1 vote. Discussion to begin the process with a possible
start date of February 14, with the ability to put the plan on hold if there is a surge in cases in Itasca County.
Capital Appeal Update – Pastor Dave: Motion to give third $10,000 tithe to Voyager’s Lutheran Ministry by David
Anderson, 2nd by Sue Mertz. Motion passed.
Budget Discussion – Pastor Dave
FM Transmitter—will be used in the future, the event initially intended for had to be cancelled due to weather.

New Business
Benevolence outreach – 3rd round-discussed in “old business.” See above.
Delegates for VLM annual meeting—Amber Jackson, Vicky Lorenz, Dan Thureen have volunteered to be
delegates. Meeting is scheduled
Devotion schedule—Pastor Dave has February. Amber will send out the schedule for the next year.
Discuss date for nominating committee meeting—John and Pastor Dave will have a conversation regarding this date.
PPP Loans—There is a second round of PPP loans available. This is a first come, first serve. Motion to authorize
Pastor Dave to discuss with the accountant to determine eligibility for PPP loans, with authorization from the
Executive Board to move forward if eligible by Kim Jamtgaard, 2nd by John Saccoman. Motion carries.
Upcoming Calendar Events
Habitat for Humanity Build Day – Thursday, January 21, 2021
Extravaganza for Adult Leadership – February 4-6, 2021
EcoFaith Advocates of St. Andrew’s – February 8, 2021
Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer
Next regular meeting – February 16, 2021 6:00 p.m. Fireside Room (Zoom)
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Devotions – Pastor David Anderson
2020 Council TEAMs
Executive: Pastor Dave, Pres. John Saccoman, VP Kim Jamtgaard, Treas. Dan Thureen, Secretary Amber Jackson
Financial Planning & Giving: Dan Thureen, Byron Snowden
Property Site Care & Planning: Alan Anderberg, Sue Mertz, Kim Jamtgaard
Faith Formation & Journey: John Saccoman, Amber Jackson, Betsy Trevena
Faith in Action: Vicky Lorenz, Linda Flom, Marj Lavalier

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
January 26, 2021
Executive Team Meeting 4:00 PM
Present: Amber Jackson, John Saccoman, Pastor David Anderson, Dan Thureen, Kim Jamtgaard
Absent: None
Discussion per the Congregational Council Meeting (New Business)
PPP Loans—There is a second round of PPP loans available. This is a first come, first serve. Motion to
authorize Pastor Dave to discuss with the accountant to determine eligibility for PPP loans, with authorization from the Executive Board to move forward if eligible by Kim Jamtgaard, 2 nd by John Saccoman. Motion carries.
Motion to apply for second round of PPP loans by Dan Thureen, 2 nd by Kim Jamtgaard. Motion carried.
Next regular meeting – February 16, 2021 6:00 p.m. Fireside Room (Zoom)
Devotions – Pastor David Anderson
2020 Council TEAMs
Executive: Pastor Dave Anderson, President John Saccoman, Vice President Kim Jamtgaard,
Treasurer Dan Thureen, Secretary Amber Jackson
Financial Planning & Giving: Dan Thureen, Byron Snowden
Property Site Care & Planning: Alan Anderberg, Sue Mertz, Kim Jamtgaard
Faith Formation & Journey: John Saccoman, Amber Jackson, Betsy Trevena
Faith in Action: Vicky Lorenz, Linda Flom, Marj Lavalier
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4:00p Handell Choir
6:00p Troubling the Waters

29

28

9:00a Worship
10:30a Sunday School Class
4:00p Middle School Youth
6:00p Senior High Youth Group

4:00p Handell Choir
6:00p Troubling the Waters

22

9:00a Worship
10:30a Sunday School Class
4:00p Middle School Youth
6:00p Senior High Youth Group

21

9:00a Contemporary Worship
10:30a Sunday School Class
4:00p Middle School Youth
6:00p Senior High Youth Group

Time Begins

4:00p Handell Choir
6:00p Troubling the Waters

15

14 Daylight Saving

30

10:00a Prayer Shawl
Ministry

23

9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group
6:00p Church Council
meets

16

5:30p Property Team meets

9

1:00p EcoFaith Advocates
4:00p Handell Choir
6:00p Troubling the Waters

8

9:00a Worship
10:30a Sunday School Class
4:00p Middle School Youth
6:00p Senior High Youth Group

7

9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group

2

4:00p Handell Choir
6:00p Troubling the Waters

1

9:30a Quilting Group
6:00p Recharge Worship

31

9:30a Quilting Group
6:00p Recharge Worship

24

9:30a Quilting Group
6:00p Recharge Worship

17

9:30a Quilting Group
6:00p Recharge Worship

10

9:30a Quilting Group
6:00p Recharge Worship

3

25

26

19

12

5

27

Newsletter information due in
the church office

20

13

6

For most complete and up-to-date calendar, please visit
our website www.saintand.org.

8:30a Habitat Build Day

18

11

4

MARCH 2021
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
Sunday 9:00 am Facebook Live

Wednesday RECHARGE 6:00 pm Facebook Live

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE God’s presence in our lives.
GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

