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FROM PASTOR DAVE
Sometimes we draw conclusions and form opinions based on partial or incomplete information. It happened to me this past Sunday just prior
to worship beginning. I was in the lobby checking in with our Hospitality Team when a young couple arrived. Of course, they were masked
as was everybody. But I recognized the young woman as a member of the congregation who was in college or maybe grad school. I was so
excited to see her! It had been some time since we had talked. I wanted to catch up with what was going on in her life. I was wondering if
she would introduce me to her boyfriend. I said something like, “If it weren’t for this pandemic, I’d give you a hug.” It was about then that
someone came up to me and said “that’s not who you think it is.” Huh?! Oh. Oh. As it turns out, this young couple are new residents in
Grand Rapids and were just checking out St. Andrew’s. Like Grover of Sesame Street said at the end of the book There’s a Monster at the End of
This Book, “Oh, I am so embarrassed.” In my defense, she was wearing a mask and therefore it was easy to mistake her for someone else, and
the similarity was there!
My point in that story is that often we draw conclusions based on partial or incomplete information. Some details might be unknown to us –
obscured, as it were, under a mask. As we are in Holy Week as I write this, I’m thinking about the Easter story according to the Gospel of
Mark. We are in the Year of Mark and will hear Mark’s version of Easter this coming Sunday. Like the other versions, this one has the
women going to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body. They were surprised that the stone that had sealed the tomb had been rolled away. A young
man clothed in a white robe was there. He told them, “Jesus has been raised” and “Go and tell the disciples.” But they left, saying nothing to
anyone, for they were afraid. Why? Because they had an incomplete picture. They did not have all the details. They did not have firsthand
knowledge or experience. The way Matthew tells the story, Jesus suddenly appears to the women. The way John tells the story, Jesus calls
out Mary’s name. But not in Mark. They do not know the full story. They do not know all – indeed the most important – details. The big
picture remains veiled.
It happens in our lives too. We form conclusions without knowing the details or having had the time to take it all in. We have perhaps bits
and pieces of information mixed with our own opinions and perspectives and so we may clash with our spouse or children or colleagues who
may have more complete information. Sometimes in my confidence I need to acknowledge that someone else might know more than I do and
therefore I need – in humility – to defer any conclusion to them. And if and when we’ve already “locked horns,” I may need to confess that I
was wrong. That I am sorry. And to ask for forgiveness.
The Congregation Council of St. Andrew’s has done a superb job responding to the pandemic in the most prudent of ways, taking in
information coming from the CDC and the Minnesota Department of Health, and considering the guidance of the Northeastern Minnesota
Synod. The decisions they have made have been informed decisions. And because they decided, based on as complete a picture as possible
that we could begin to gather safely for worship, we have moved from being able to have 0 in worship to 70 and then up to 132 all within
seven weeks! Quite the rapid growth! And yet, for some, it’s not enough. There are still too many restrictions. And for others being open
to in-person worship is way too lenient, as the 14 day case rate per 10,000 has been rising rapidly and the more contagious and transmittable
B.1.1.7 variant is circulating in our community. Both those positions are present within the council as well. In all of this, please know that
your council will continue to look at all the details available, consider the options, and make the best decision they can with the health, safety
and physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being of us all in mind. And perhaps, even if you disagree with the decision, keep in mind that
despite having divergent personal views, the council as a whole may have considered something that you have not, and based on that more
complete picture made their decision.
The women in Mark’s Gospel did not yet have a complete picture of what had happened – that Jesus was truly alive, and that that fact would
change everything. But they did eventually come to know and to experience that truth. Obviously, they eventually said something to
someone when it all became clear and the details became known. We know that because we know the story of Jesus’ resurrection. We know
that we live our lives in the presence of the risen and living Lord Jesus. Aren’t you glad their first impression and their first conclusion was
not their last?
Peace,
Pastor Dave
You can go to our website www.saintand.org, and on the homepage find graphics depicting the upcoming Holy Week worship services. Click
on a graphic to be taken to the reservation page for that worship service.

Please find information below using SignUp Genius to reserve your place to attend worship in-person on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter 2
Sunday. We are now offering 3 areas for seating in the church allowing for more people to attend. Available areas are the Sanctuary and 2 overflow areas on
folding chairs. We reserve the Sanctuary first and then move to the overflow areas.
If you haven’t already, each person/family will need to create a Sign Up Genius account (just the first time you use it). You will use this ID and password
from now on. Click on the link below and follow the Sign Up and Submit instructions. (Call Angela Olson, Parish Secretary at 999-5352 if you have
trouble.) Please make reservations no later than one hour prior to the start of worship.
If you are not comfortable with being in-person and around people, you can still take part in worship on-line, as we will stream both on Facebook Live as we
have been.
Because we are committed to being as safe as possible, in-person worship will not feel completely normal. We will be following our Reopening Guidelines,
which are based on Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) recommendations. Some of those guidelines are:
Worship attendance will be limited, requiring this online reservation system. This includes Pastor, worship assistants/musicians, sound booth
controllers, Hospitality and Sanitizing Teams. It’s very important that you pre-register.
Everyone must self-screen - (if you are sick, have come into contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID, are in isolation or quarantine,
etc. STAY HOME.)
Everyone will be required to wear masks, use hand sanitizer upon entering the building, and maintain physical distancing between households.
To help with the above, each household will be greeted at the door by a member of the Hospitality Team, and will answer any questions. There will be
sign-in sheets as you enter the sanctuary to mark yourself present. Please add your phone number if it’s not already on the sheet. Upon entering
the sanctuary, you will see another member of the Hospitality Team near the pew where you should be seated. To comply with the guideline to
control movement, we are seating people beginning at the front, working toward the back.
The two guidelines some people may understandably be frustrated or disappointed about are:
MDH states that “congregational singing is strongly discouraged during the COVID-19 pandemic” due to the “aggressive expelling of respiratory
droplets” and aerosols – even when masks are worn. At this time, the congregation present will not be singing together, nor speaking unison
responses. Only the musicians/cantors will be singing out loud.
Communion (when served) will be served “under one kind” – the bread – at the main doors of the church building as worship concludes. This, too, is
part of ensuring “controlled movement.” An alternative would be to use the pre-packaged elements and commune in the pew.
When you arrive at church, please remain in your vehicles until the Hospitality Team announces that you may enter. The front doors will be unlocked at
8:45 am. Family units and individuals will be allowed to enter the church individually. Facemasks are required and social distancing must be
followed.
Once worship is finished, you will be ushered out of the building by members of the Hospitality Team. No gathering or remaining inside the church
following worship will be allowed. Thank you for your understanding.

Maundy Thursday
April 1st at 6:00 pm
Worship streamed on Facebook Live. Limited in-person seating is now allowed.
Reservations required. Please copy this link and paste into your browser to sign up.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0544A9AE283-maundy

Good Friday
April 2nd at 6:00 pm
Worship streamed on Facebook Live. Limited in-person seating is now allowed.
Reservations required. Please copy this link and paste into your browser to sign up.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0544A9AE283-good

Easter Sunday
April 4th at 9:00 am
Worship streamed on Facebook Live. Limited in-person seating is now allowed.
Reservations required. Please copy this link and paste into your browser to sign up.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0544A9AE283-easter

Plan for returning to the church building
in light of the COVID-19 Pandemic
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At it’s meeting on August 18, the Congregation Council discussed, revised and embraced a COVID Preparedness Plan, which both the State
of Minnesota and our Northeastern Minnesota Synod have asked of us. They did so to ensure the safety of all, but in particular the most
vulnerable in our congregation and community, and in order to mitigate the spread of COVID–19 in our community and beyond. It is
based on the best scientific and health care information available as well as guidance from Bishop Tom Aitken, the Northeastern MN Synod
and the ELCA, and the office of the Governor of Minnesota. At each monthly meeting, the Congregation Council will review the pandemic
situation, including trends (increasing or declining) of cases of COVID-19 in Itasca County. They will make the determination to stay at the
current level, or to move ahead or revert to another level.

There are three levels to our re-entry plan: Red, Yellow, and Green

We began this level March 15, 2020.
The building may be closed but the Church is not! We will continue to be the Church, loving and serving God by loving and serving people.
We will continue gathering online for worship both Wednesdays and Sundays. Bible studies, meetings, confirmation, will happen remotely
using technology such as Zoom. We can gather outdoors (weather permitting) as long as we adhere to physical distancing of 6’. Our Member
to Member phone ministry keeps us connected. * Committees and small ministry groups of St. Andrew’s have been allowed to meet in the church with
restrictions since mid-September 2020. These restrictions include limiting the number of participants, adherence to physical distancing of 6’ apart and wearing
of facemasks. Only one group per day per primary meeting space. For example, only one group may meet in the Fellowship Hall on any given day. But on the
same day, one group could meet in the Sanctuary, but not at the same time of day. Groups must sanitize areas used when they’re done.

The building is open with
restrictions
Gatherings are allowed
with restrictions
The criteria for moving to Level Two include (among others) a trend of declining COVID-19 cases in Itasca County for 28
days. Once that happens, we can gather – with restrictions – for in-person, on-site worship and smaller events. These restrictions include
limiting the number of participants, adherence to physical distancing of 6’ and the wearing of masks. We began to allow in-person worship
attendance with restrictions on February 10 and this will continue provided certain criteria are met. 1. Maximum number of 70 people allowed to attend. 2.
People need to volunteer to be part of a trained Hospitality Team (greeter/usher). 3. People need to volunteer to be part of a sanitizing/wipe down team. 4.
The 14 day case rate per 10,000 needs to stay low. Watch for email announcements to make reservations for in-person worship or call the church office and
Angie will help you sign up.

We will rejoice in welcoming
everyone back to St. Andrew’s
Lutheran Church!!!
The criteria for moving to Level One include a trend of declining COVID-19 cases in Itasca County for 42 days. (Includes the
28 days used to move from Level 3 to Level 2 This means it is an additional 14 days.) A COVID-19 vaccine must also be readily available.
The complete and detailed plan is available on the congregation’s website at www.saintand.org

Women’s Conversation Group meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month 9:30-11:00 am via ZOOM
and/or in-person in the Fireside Room with restrictions. We continue to use the Bible study called “Daily
Faith Practices” from the ELCA. Daily Faith Practices follow the lessons that are read each Sunday during
worship. The group will meet Tuesdays, April 6 and April 20. Please contact Eileen Grosland at 326-4797
or email her at grosland@paulbunyan.net to be invited to the group. All women are welcome!
Quilting Ministry: St. Andrew’s quilting group has met Wednesday mornings 9:00 am–12:00 noon
in the Fireside Room with restrictions. No more than 10 people, wearing face masks and 6’ social
distancing required while we quilt and sanitizes all surfaces when done quilting. Please call Gail
Shoemaker at 218-245-1202 to find it if their meeting in-person. We have LOTS of quilt tops ready to
quilt but are in need of large pieces of fabric, and flat or fitted sheets to use as backings on the quilts. If
you have any to donate, please drop them off in the wooden box at St. Andrew’s.
If you’d like to sew at home: Quilt tops and bottoms can be made from whole pieces of fabric or any
type of patchwork pattern or smaller squares. Twelve 21” or forty-eight 11” squares sewn together using
a 1/2” seam allowance make a 60” X 80”.
The St. Andrew's quilters need your help to deliver boxes of quilts from our church to the Lutheran
World Relief Warehouse in St. Paul just off of I494 and Concord Street. Directions will be provided. If
you can take some or all of the boxes whenever you are traveling that way, please contact Gail for
details. With all the hurricanes, tornadoes and fires in the U.S. recently, they are definitely needed.
Can you help deliver some quilts? Please call Gail.

Calling all preschool age families—St. Andrew's Preschool is now accepting
registrations for the 2021/2022 school year. There are 2 classes: Monday/Wednesday/
Friday for students planning to go into kindergarten in September 2022 and Tuesday/
Thursday for kids who are 3 years old and potty trained by September 1, 2021. All classes
meet from 8:30-11:30 am. Please contact Sarah Litchke (218) 259-3043 for more
information and to register.

Announcing a new opportunity for this summer . . .

St. Andrews Music School (SAMS)
for Students who have completed grades 3-6.
June 14-17, Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am—12:00 noon
Why? To foster a love and appreciation for music in worship and to develop skills in the use of hand bells, chimes and
our voices, and to have a lot of fun in the meantime! Led by our own musicians (Eileen Grosland, Cheryl Young, Sarah
Mason, Carmen Jackson and Jan Bilden), each day will include sessions in singing, handbells and/or chimes, and
demonstrations and performances by visiting musicians. This is open to all in the community, and grandparents may
want to consider inviting their out of town grandchildren to join us. More information and registration will be coming
in the May newsletter and will be posted on the website and Facebook.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
St. Andrew’s Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 4th Tuesday of the month at 10:00 am. We met on Zoom in
February and March. We will meet Tuesday, April 27 at 10:00 am. Sue Mertz will contact people if it will be
another Zoom meeting or possibly in person at the church, practicing the COVID-19 restrictions St.
Andrew’s has in place.
We have many beautiful prayer shawls available, so if you know of someone who is in need of one, please
contact Gail Olijnek at 218-326-2431 or by e-mail at golijnek@cpinternet.com.

If our pastor can be of assistance to you in any way, please don't hesitate to call.
Pastor David Anderson can be reached at (218) 838-8202.

St. Andrew’s Youth News

February, 2021

Middle School and Senior High Youth
Groups continue to meet!
On Sunday evenings from 4:00-5:30 pm for 6-8th grades and 6:00-7:30 pm
for 9-12th grades, we will be meeting for a time of….

FAITH
FUN &
FELLOWSHIP!
These times for us to gather are different than confirmation, worship or Bible studies. They
are for YOU! For you to be with others, to have some fun in games and activities, to talk
about this crazy and sometimes messed up world we live in and how our faith can keep us
strong! For now, please wear a mask and know that you will still be required to be spaced
6’ apart and stay safe.

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK!
10:30-11:30am Sunday mornings
3-year-olds through 5th graders are welcome and encouraged to join the
Sunday School leaders for a time of music, lessons, crafts and fun activities.
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Now the Green Blade Rises
Storytelling for the Healing of Creation
EcoFaith Summit 2021
Saturday, April 17
9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Via Zoom
Hosted by the EcoFaith Network of the Northeastern Minnesota Synod
Together with the EcoFaith Network of the Minneapolis Area Synod, Lutheran Advocacy Minnesota, Lutherans Restoring Creation,
Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light, the St. Paul Area Synod Care of Creation Work Group, and Together Here Ministries Northeastern Minnesota Synod
For whom: creation care/ earth keeping teams, ministry leaders, and all the People of God
Featuring
 Speaker Professor Barbara Rossing, Professor of New Testament, Lutheran School of Theology, Chicago IL, Director of
Environmental Studies Program
 Diverse storytellers (see names below)
 Small group breakout sessions in which each participant has the opportunity to react, dream, consider future actions
and tell their own stories
 Now the Green Blade Rises Music videos as performed for the Moments of Arising videos, with musical arranger and
director Paul Jacobson, and filmmaker Linda Kalweit
Storytellers
Kevin Anderson – Director, Family Freedom Center, Duluth
Johanna Bernu – 8th grade, Descendant of the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Ricky Defoe - Spiritual Elder, Pipe Carrier, Fond du Lac Member
Alicia Green - Creation Care Team Member, Lutheran Church of the Cross, Nisswa
Jack Lamar – Early Frost Farms, Embarrass
Tom Uecker – Founder, Duluth Monarch Buddies

Register at
http://bit.ly/ecofaithsummit21
(or simply type EcoFaith Summit 2021 into search bar, and you will get to the registration link)

As the days lengthen and warm, our thoughts turn towards gardens and lawns. As you plan for this spring, consider ways you can make
your yard more attractive to butterflies and pollinators such as bees and other insects. Native plants will be beautiful and likely more
hardy and take less attention than nonnatives. Now is the time to think about shoreline landscaping to minimize wave erosion, prevent
runoff from entering the lake and restoring a natural shoreline.


Itasca County Soil and Water (itascaswcd.org) has a native plant sale with an ordering deadline of April 20.



The Itasca County Shoreland Guide to Lake Stewardship is available in print and online at itascawaters.org and is full of helpful
information.



Join us for the EcoFaith Summit 2021! To learn more about how faith shapes our actions, register for the Summit (via Zoom)
at nemnsynod.org/ecofaith.html. Set for Saturday, April 17 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm. The theme is Now The Green Blade
Rises: Storytelling for the Healing of Creation. No cost to attend.

“The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims His handiwork.” Psalm 19:1

The members of the PRAYER CHAIN
are ready to offer confidential help and
support through prayer. Please call Jean
Gardner at 218-301-6130 or Gail Olijnek
at 218-326-2431 with prayer requests.

Deadline for May Newsletter

All news articles and information need to be in the
church office by April 20 to have it included in the
May newsletter. In an effort to reduce spending,

St. Andrew’s sends the monthly newsletter via
email as a pdf attachment to all those we have
addresses for and will only be mailed to those who
do not have computer access. Please make sure
we have your correct email address so we can be
sure you don’t miss important information by
calling the church office at 326-8508 or email the
church office at saintand@saintand.org. A limited
number of printed copies are available in the
wooden box outside the church to pick up.
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Thank You Notes
Dear St. Andrew’s,
On behalf of the June Witte family, I would like
to thank the hospitality team that helped implement
a smooth memorial service. Also Pastor David for a
wonderful message and your support through this
time. Thank you to Jan Bilden for serving as our
pianist and Catherine Rud for lending her beautiful
singing voice. Also Gretchen Bachman for her
technical expertise. I hope to meet you all in the
future at a more personal level. I seen some nice
messages from other members on the
livestream. God Bless You All.
Karen Dagle

Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for your continued
support and donations to Second Harvest North
Central Food Bank. Your donations help us to
provide for thousands of meals for hungry
neighbors through the 115 organizations we partner
with. It means so much to those in our community
who struggle to put food on their tables when times
are tight. On behalf of the staff, volunteers and
especially the people we serve, THANK YOU! Your
support is making a difference in the lives of many
local people. Thank you for helping us feed hope
and end hunger.
Sincerely,
Sue Estee, Executive Director

Funeral
Shirley June Witte

March 27, 2021

Special Gifts Received:
$40 to Memorial Fund in memory of Precious granddaughter Shannon Witte by June Witte
$20 to Appeal Fund in memory of Irene Weller by Barry & Angela Olson
$25 to Memorial Fund in memory of Irene Weller by Myrna Peterson
$50 to Appeal Fund in memory of Irene Weller by Harry & Jean gardner
$50 to Memorial Fund in memory of Irene Weller by Harold & Diane Goetzman
$25 to WELCA in memory of Irene Weller by Brenda Larson
$25 to Memorial Fund in memory of Irene Weller by Janet Greiner
$100 to Memorial Fund in memory of Irene Weller by Jim & Gail Olijnek
$20 to Memorial Fund in memory of Irene Weller by Dave & Kathy Kooda
$50 to Memorial Fund in memory of Irene Weller by Tom & Eileen Grosland
$25 to Memorial Fund in memory of Irene Weller by Lavonne Johnson
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
February 16, 2021
Congregational Council Meeting Minutes
Present: Pastor David Anderson, John Saccoman, Amber Jackson, Vicky Lorenz, Sue Mertz, Dan Thureen, Alan Anderberg,
Byron Snowden, Marj Lavalier, Angela Olson, Nikki Rud, Kim Jamtgaard, Linda Flom
Absent: Betsy Trevena
Devotions – Pastor Dave
Additions to the Agenda – None
President’s Comments – None
Pastor and CYFM reports – In-person worship is going well. The first two worship services were small, but have been nice to
ease into it. Ash Wednesday, 4 different ways to receive imposition of ashes. Lenten Faith Mentoring begins tomorrow. Had
first in person Sunday School.
Previous Minutes –January 19, 2021 and January 26, 2021, Executive Team Minutes. Motion to approve January meeting
minutes by Byron Snowden, 2nd by Linda Flom. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report – Motion to approve January Treasurer’s Report by Amber Jackson. 2nd by Vicky Lorenz. Motion carried.
Old Business
COVID-19 Plan Review & Update – Numbers are received from MDH. We are still in a trend of declining cases. We will
continue to monitor cases.
Capital Appeal Update – Pastor Dave: Everything on the Capital Appeal has been accomplished, minus the mortgage and the
parking lot. The mortgage will be paid off in August 2022.
PPP Loan Award – $49,008 received on the second round of PPP loans.
New Business
Re-Opening Plan - 28-day Declining Cases – Kim Jamtgaard: We will continue forward and address changes as needed.
Mid-year potential Fiscal Year/Annual Meeting Change – John Saccoman: General consensus for Pastor Dave and Dan
Thureen to have a discussion with Peterson Accounting to discuss whether or not this may be an option and will report
back next month.
9. Upcoming Calendar Events
Ash Wednesday – Wednesday, February 17, 2021
Habitat for Humanity Build Day – February 18, 2021
EcoFaith Advocates of St. Andrew’s – March 8, 2021
Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer
Next regular meeting – March 16, 2021 – 6:00 p.m. Fireside Room (Zoom)
Devotions – Marj Lavalier
2020 Council TEAMs
Executive: Pastor Dave, Pres. John Saccoman, VP Kim Jamtgaard, Treas. Dan Thureen, Secretary Amber Jackson
Financial Planning & Giving: Dan Thureen, Byron Snowden
Property Site Care & Planning: Alan Anderberg, Sue Mertz, Kim Jamtgaard
Faith Formation & Journey: John Saccoman, Amber Jackson, Betsy Trevena
Faith in Action: Vicky Lorenz, Linda Flom, Marj Lavalier

9

We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to do the giving you want
to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit or debit card. Giving online is easy and allows you to either make a
one-time contribution or to set up automatic recurring contributions. Simply visit the church website at
www.saintand.org and then click on the donate button. Or donate from your smart phone. Simply scan
the image you see here using your phone’s QR code reader. (Many free code readers are available at your
app store). Contributions can be designated to the General Fund to support our many ministries.
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4:00p Handell Choir
6:00p Troubling the Waters

26

9:00a Worship
10:30a Sunday School Class
4:00p Middle School Youth
6:00p Senior High Youth Group

25

1i

4:00p Handell Choir
6:00p Troubling the Waters

19

9:00a Contemporary Worship
10:30a Sunday School Class
4:00p Middle School Youth
6:00p Senior High Youth Group

9:00a Worship
10:30a Sunday School Class
4:00p Middle School Youth
6:00p Senior High Youth Group

2:00p EcoFaith Advocates
4:00p Handell Choir

12

10:00a Prayer Shawl
Ministry

27

Newsletter info due
9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group
6:00p Church Council
meets

20

5:30p Property Team meets

13

6

11

5
9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group

EASTER

9:00a Worship

7

For most complete and up-to-date calendar, please visit
our website www.saintand.org.

9:30a Quilting Group
6:00p Recharge Worship

28

29

22

21

9:30a Quilting Group
6:00p Recharge Worship

8:30a Habitat Build Day

14

8

9:30a Quilting Group
6:00p Recharge Worship

14

9:30a Quilting Group
6:00p Recharge Worship
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APRIL 2021

Synod Assembly Online via
Zoom

30

23

16

9

2

Synod Assembly Online via
Zoom

May 1

24

9:30a Eco Faith Summit via
Zoom

17

10

3

11

12

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
Sunday 9:00 am Facebook Live

Wednesday RECHARGE 6:00 pm Facebook Live

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE God’s presence in our lives.
GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

