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FROM PASTOR DAVE
Did you know that our pipe organ gets tuned from time to time? A couple times a year, Eric Hendrickson,
from the Hendrickson Organ Company comes and tunes it. Besides tuning, the organ really hasn’t needed much
attention all these years. Until recently, when the organ developed a “cipher.” Until this happened, I thought a
cipher was some kind of coded message that needed to be cracked or solved. It is that. But it is also a term organ
builders and organists use to describe the continuous sounding of a pipe even after a key is released. So – we are
looking into that.
The other thing we’re looking at is the low level of humidity in the sanctuary. 16% humidity is apparently
too low for the health of the organ. While I’m not sure if this is a new problem this winter, or a seasonal problem
we’ve been having all along, now that we are aware of it, we are trying to do something about it. I went to L &
M and bought 2 large humidifiers. Unfortunately, when I got back to the church, I discovered that there was
“some assembly required.” After learning how to put the first unit together, the second unit went much more
quickly. Ever since, we have been doing our best to keep adding water. When it happens that I’m at the church
all day, I typically add water 3-4 times. That’s 15-20 gallons of water we’re adding to the air in the space! And
I’m not the only one adding water to the humidifiers!
The highest humidity level I’ve seen is 27%. Still pretty dry, but certainly better than 16%. But here’s the
kicker: even after getting the humidity up to 27% by the end of one day, the next morning it’s already back down
to 16%. So the process begins again.
My point is that the organ requires on-going attention, and the addition of humidity in an ongoing fashion.
Just like my soul/psyche/ and life of faith do. Because if I don’t tend to that, I can be all dried up too.
The Season of Lent is upon us. Wednesday, March 2 is Ash Wednesday. And Lent is a season in which we
pay particular attention to our spiritual well-being and spiritual practices that can bring us life, and without which
our lives can be dry. And there are symptoms we can sense and others experience if/when our spiritual lives are
drying up. Like a cipher in an organ. Sounds of impatience and frustration can be heard in our speech.
Unpleasant attitudes begin to screech out in an increasingly sustained fashion. I need to drink deeply from the
Living Water of Jesus Christ – hydrating my soul. I bet you do too. So we look at spiritual practices such as the
Marks of Discipleship: Daily Prayer. Weekly Worship. Reading from the Bible. Serving others. Being in
Relationship with other believer s. Gener ous Giving. (PoWeR SuRGe).
But like adding water to the humidifier, embracing these spiritual practices needs to be on-going. A PoWeR
SuRGe is not “one and done.” To experience the abundant, meaningful life, we need to keep at it – keep making
spiritual practices a part of our daily routines and rhythms. Lent is a reminder to do so – and not just during Lent,
but always.
May you re-hydrate your lives with the Living Water of Jesus Christ! May your life be brought back in-tune
with Jesus! May the ciphers in your lives become unstuck.
Peace,
Pastor Dave

The Season of Lent begins on Wednesday, March 2, with Ash
Wednesday. Worship is at 6:00 pm both in-person and on Facebook
Live. Worship includes the “Imposition of Ashes” as we
“remember we are dust and to dust we shall return...” It is a chance
for us to ponder our mortality, even as we anticipate our eternity.
(The ashes are imposed in the shape of the cross!) For those worshipping on-line: we will have packets of ashes in the drop box next
to the front doors at church beginning Sunday, February 27th for you
to pick up. That way you can impose the ashes on yourself, or on
those in your household.

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT
March 2 (Ash Wednesday), March 9, March 16, March 23, March 30 and April 6
Soup Supper served 5:00 – 5:45 PM
Worship online and in-person at 6:00 PM using Holden Evening Prayer, with members of the congregation
sharing their Faith Stories.

Please help keep St. Andrew’s Faith Chest Ministry vital. We’re looking
for hands interested in building faith chests that are given to children
being baptized at St. Andrew’s. There is only ONE faith chests on hand
at this time and we have a Baptism scheduled in a couple months. We
need more ASAP to keep an ample supply. Building plans are available
or create your own style. Please check with Angie in the church office for
desired sizes. If you’re able to help build faith chests, please contact the
church office at (218) 326-8508. THANK YOU!!

Easter Lily Order Form
Name

___________________________________
Phone ___________________________________
________ Easter Lilies at $15.00 each
In Memory of ______________________________________________________
and/or

In Honor of _______________________________________________________
Please fill out this form and mail to the church office with full payment. Checks should be made payable
to St. Andrew's Lutheran Church and designate "Easter Lily" in the memo. Lilies may be picked up to
take home. Please make arrangements with the church office to pick after Easter Sunday.

Deadline to order is Palm Sunday, April 10, 2022.
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Children,Youth & Family
Ministry

March 2022

Sunday Middle School Night has changed! We are now doing 6th-9th grade “Events”
on every third Sunday of the month from 6:00-8:00 pm through the school year! This
might be a big group game like Sardines or GROG. It might mean heading to the bowling alley together. It might also mean we are going to do a service night at Second Harvest Food Bank! Make sure you are on Nikki’s text list, our “St. And Sinners” Messenger
group through Facebook, or on the “2021-22 St. And Sinners” Snapchat group. Basically however you’d like to be notified and reminded, just let me know and I can do it!
**** Mark your calendars for MARCH 20TH! 6:00-8:00 PM ****
Senior High School Youth Group will continue to meet on Wednesdays after
Lent Holden Evening Prayer worship services and will end with Final 15 at 8:00 pm.
Each night, we will have some fun game time, some great chat time and some much
needed God time!

Quarterly Christ In Our Home devotional books
for April, May, June have arrived. Both regular print
and large print editions are available. They are free for
you to read. Pick one up from the credenza outside
the church office.
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Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 13, 2022.
Remember to turn your clocks ahead one hour before bedtime on
Saturday evening. It’s time once again to Spring forward!

Prayer Chain
I believe in the power of prayer! Do you believe in prayer? If you do, please consider being a
part of the prayer chain. Jean Gardner (218-301-6130) or Gail Olijnek (218-326-2431) receive
prayer requests, we send out an e-mail to the members, and the members pray in the privacy of
their own home. Our members offer their confidential help and support through these prayers.
If you need, or know of someone who needs our prayers, please contact Jean Gardner or Gail
Olijnek at the numbers above; we would be more than happy to help!

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is a group that enjoys knitting and crocheting for others. We
work on our prayer shawls, pray for others, and enjoy some fellowship time. If you like to
knit or crochet or would like to learn, we would be happy to have you join us the 4th
Tuesday of every month. Tuesday, March 22 at 10:00 am is the next time we will meet in
the Fireside Room at church. Any questions, please call Gail Olijnek at 218-326-2431.

If our pastor can be of assistance to you in any way, please don't hesitate to call.
Pastor David Anderson can be reached at the church office (218) 326-8508 or if
after hours and an emergency (218) 838-8202.

St. Andrew's Preschool is now accepting registrations for the 2022/2023 school year.
There are 2 classes: Monday/Wednesday/Friday for students planning to go into
kindergarten in September 2023 and Tuesday/Thursday for kids who are 3-years-old by
September 1, 2022 and potty trained. All classes meet from 8:30-11:30 am each day.
Registration is all online this year at saintand.org/preschool.
Please contact Sarah Litchke at (218) 259-3043 for more information or any questions.

Planning to further your education next year by attending college or another postsecondary educational facility? If yes, let your church lend a hand with 2022
education expenses! Any student with membership in St. Andrew’s Lutheran
Church may fill out a scholarship application form and submit it for consideration.
https://forms.gle/pzBtCXEZQL1Py99D8

Deadline to file is April 1st to apply. Scholarships will be awarded by late May/
early June.

Deadline for April Newsletter

All news articles and information need to be in the
church office by March 20 to have it included in
the April newsletter. In an effort to reduce
spending, St. Andrew’s sends the monthly
newsletter via email as a pdf attachment to all
those we have addresses for and will only be

mailed to those who do not have computer access.
Please make sure we have your correct email
address so we can be sure you don’t miss
important information by calling the church office
at 326-8508 or email the church office at
saintand@saintand.org. A limited number of
printed copies are available at church.
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Thank You Notes
Pastor Dave, Angie, Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Women’s Coffee and Conversation Group, Prayer
Chain, and church members,
Thank you for your visits and support Pastor
Dave, and for all the prayers, care, love and support
given to Jim and I while Jim was on his final
journey home to the Lord. God was with us every
step of the way, and we felt His presence in
everything that all of you did for us. I am very
blessed to be a part of such a wonderful church
family.
God’s Blessings to all of you, Gail Olijnek
Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your generous gift of $1,179.00
to ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
American through ELCA Good Gifts. Jesus was
born to reign in us forever.
Your Good Gift is a very good gift indeed. With
seedlings and seminary courses, vaccinations and
vegetable gardens, Bibles and blankets, you’re
equipping God’s people—around the world and

around the corner—with what they need to live
abundant lives.
Now you are inviting countless others into His
gracious kingdom. Thank you.
With gratitude,
Rachel Wind, Executive for Philanthropy
Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for your continued support
and donations to Second Harvest North Central
Food Bank. Your donations help us to provide for
thousands of meals for hungry neighbors through
the 115 organizations we partner with. It means so
much to those in our community who struggle to put
food on their tables when times are tight. On behalf
of the staff, volunteers and especially the people we
serve, THANK YOU! Your support is making a
difference in the lives of many local people. Thank
you for helping us feed hope and end hunger.
Sincerely,
Sue Estee, Executive Director

Women’s Coffee and Conversation Group meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month 9:30-11:00 am
in-person in the Fireside Room. We continue to use the Bible study called “Daily Faith Practices” from the
ELCA. Daily Faith Practices follow the lessons that are read each Sunday during worship. The group will
meet Tuesdays, March 1 and March 15. All women are welcome!
Quilting Ministry: St. Andrew’s quilting group meets Wednesday mornings 9:00 am–11:30 am in
the Fireside Room. Facemasks are required. Please contact Gail Shoemaker at 218-245-1202 for more
information. We have LOTS of quilt tops ready to quilt. All help is appreciated.

Periodically, the quilters need your help to deliver boxes of quilts from our church to the Lutheran
World Relief Warehouse in St. Paul just off of I494 and Concord Street. Directions will be provided. If
you can take some or all of the boxes whenever you are going that way, please contact Gail for details.
With all the recent storms - hurricanes, tornadoes and fires in the U.S. recently, they are definitely
needed. Can you help deliver some quilts? Please call Gail.
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“You must actively help the hungry and feed the oppressed. Then your light will dispel the darkness…” Isaiah 58:10
During March, Second Harvest North central Food Bank
participates in the Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign by
collecting donations of money and food that support local
efforts to help feed people in need and reduce hunger in the
local community. March is the time of year when donations
made to our local Food Shelf will leverage additional funds
from the Minnesota FoodShare Statewide campaign. The
more dollars we raise, the more they receive to restock the
Food Shelf at Second Harvest.
Last year, St. Andrew’s donated $940 and 920 lbs. of
food to Second Harvest during the month of March. Wow!
Let’s do it again! Want to give financially? $1.00 can
provide nearly 4 meals to a hungry neighbor. Make checks
payable to St. Andrew’s with ‘Food Shelf’ in the memo line.
Mail your donations to the church or if you’re attending inperson, drop your monetary donations into the small
shopping cart on the table in the Narthex. Let’s PACK the
PEWS! Most needed items include: peanut butter; whole
grain hot or cold cereals; canned meats (tuna, chicken &
salmon); canned fruits (mixed fruit, pears, peaches); canned
vegetables (green beans, peas, mixed vegetables); chunky
soups, stews and cream of mushroom soup; baking &
cooking items (olive or vegetable oil, flour and sugar);
hygiene products (toothpaste, toothbrush, body/hand soap,
shampoo/condition, deodorant); dish & laundry soap,

deodorant. *No expired food please. Place your donations in
the food cart outside the church office. by Wednesday,
March 23rd. If dropping off during non churchoffice hours,
please place in the outside wood box and let Angie know it’s
there so it can be brought into the church.
And here’s a fun way to be at church even when you’re
not comfortable to BE at church. For a $10 donation per
person ($20 for families of 4+), have your face printed on a
cardstock cutout to be placed in the pews. What a fun way
to support Second Harvest and to PACK the PEWS even if
we can’t all be there in person! Send your payment to St.
Andrew’s with “Selfie” in the memo. And please Email a
digital photo to saintand@saintand.org so it can be printed.
How many smiling faces we can pack in the pews?!!
All monetary and food donations must be received by
March 31st at Second Harvest to count towards their
Minnesota March FoodShare Campaign. Thank you!

Please join us in giving hope by
donating in the month of March.
You can give many people the
hope they need.

7

8

9

10

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
January 18, 2022
Congregational Council Meeting Minutes
Present: Pastor David Anderson, Amber Jackson, Betsy Trevena, Brian Jenkins, Byron Snowden, Dan Thureen, Keith Young,
Kim Jamtgaard, Sue Mertz, Vicky Lorenz, Angela Olson, Nikki Rud
Absent: Conley Janssen, Linda Flom
1. Meeting called to order: 6:00 pm
2. Devotions – Keith Young
3. Additions to the Agenda: none
4. Review and Accept December 2021 Meeting Minutes: Motion to accept by Keith Young, seconded by Dan Thureen. Motion
passed.
5. President’s comments: none
6. Pastor and CYFM Reports:
CYFM: Will be attending the Youth Ministry Extravaganza virtually due to high Covid case numbers. Attendance
numbers for youth events are still lower than preferred but numbers have been consistent. Contemplating
fundraising efforts for the National Youth Gathering. Have recruited another adult to attend the gathering with
the group. Registration is currently on hold.
Pastor: Need to schedule a date to watch Colored Lines with the Anti Racism team. Creation Care Training offered by
our NorthEast MN Synod during March.
March 3 – Getting Started: The Big Picture
March 10 – Worship
March 17 – Education and Congregational Life
March 24 – Building and Grounds
March 31 – Community Action
Perhaps if we can take part in the first week, and then the one week of each of our ministry areas.
It’s free, but registration is required: Here is the link to register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
creation-care-training-gatherings-tickets-244795549077
Due to VLM staff changes, Gretchen Bachman will be leaving the area. She will be greatly missed.
Will be attending the Youth Ministry Extravaganza virtually due to high Covid case numbers. Needs someone to
lead worship on that Sunday. Amber volunteered.
Purchased a new computer. Old one was getting slow but it will work great in connection to the meeting OWL
when small groups want to have in-person and virtual attendance.
Have switched day off from Monday to Friday. So far (2 weeks in) it is working well.
7. Treasurer’s Report: Have received a revised contract from Peterson Accounting. Reduced charge due to change in the
online donation system we will be using. Quarterly review presentation scheduled for February 6th. Motion to accept
report by Betsy Trevena, seconded by Byron Snowden. Motion passed.
8. Old Business
Capital Appeal Update: Total $ received to date: $357,478. Balance in Dedicated fund as of 12/31/2022: $79,333.
COVID-19 Plan Adjustments: Recommend that real plates and flatware be used for serving Lenten meals.
Chapter 4 Becoming a Hybrid Church: Spiritual Growth. Need to be intentional. Need to train small group leaders on
how to use the OWL system.

Wednesday Services; changes are working
Church Website: all are to review other church websites and send ideas to Pastor Dave and Nikki.
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8. New Business
1. Humidity in Sanctuary and the organ: The sanctuary humidity has been extremely low this winter so a couple of
humidifiers will be purchased and placed in the balcony.
2. Creation Care Training: See Pastor Dave’s report.
9. Upcoming Calendar Events
January 25: viewing of Colored Lines
February 1: Anti-Racism book club
February 6: Quarterly Financial Review
February 11-13: Youth Extravaganza Event

10. Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer
Next regular meeting – February 15, 2022 6:00 p.m. Fireside Room (Zoom)
Devotions – Byron Snowden

2021 Council TEAMs
Executive: Pastor David Anderson, Pres. Amber Jackson, VP Kim Jamtgaard, Treas. Dan Thureen, Sec. Vicky Lorenz
Financial Planning & Giving: Dan Thureen, Byron Snowden
Property Site Care & Planning: Conley Janssen, Sue Mertz, Amber Jackson
Faith Formation & Journey: Keith Young, Brian Jenkins, Betsy Trevena
Faith in Action: Linda Flom, Vicky Lorenz, Kim Jamtgaard

Attention Thrivent Members: Through the Thrivent Choice Dollars program, you may have undirected choice dollars
remaining from 2020 to be directed. By directing Choice Dollars, you can recommend where Thrivent distributes a portion of
its chartable grant funds. Participating in Thrivent choice is a wonderful way to help non-profit organizations, such as St.
Andrew’s Lutheran Church, that are doing great things in our community. 2020 awarded Choice Dollars expire on March 31,
2021. You have two options: 1) Go online to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. If you haven’t registered on Thrivent.com, you’ll
first have to register and create a user ID, password and security question. 2) Call phone #800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent
choice” when prompted. Thank you for directing your Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. Andrew’s!
Also, if you are a Thrivent Member, you may be able to apply for a Thrivent Action Team Grant. Action Team Grants provide
‘seed money’ for events hosted at/by St. Andrew’s. Please contact the church office and let us know you are a Thrivent
member so we can help you can take advantage of this program.
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8:30a Preschool

28

8:30a Preschool

27

9:00a Worship
10:20a Sunday School Class

21

9:00a Worship
10:20a Sunday School Class
6-8p Grades 6-9 Youth Event

20

9:00a Contemporary Worship
10:20a Sunday School Class

8:30a Preschool

14

13 Daylight Saving

Time Begins

8:30a Preschool

7

9:00a Worship
10:2a Sunday School Class

6

8:30a Preschool

29

8:30a Preschool
10:00a Prayer Shawl
Ministry

22

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group
6:00p Church Council
meets

15

8:30a Preschool
5:30p Property Team meets

8

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group

1

8:30a Preschool

25

8:30a Preschool

18

8:30a Preschool

11

8:30a Preschool

4

26

Newsletter information due in
the church office

19

12
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For most complete and up-to-date calendar, please visit
our website www.saintand.org.

8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

31

30

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
4:00p Handell Choir
5:00p Lenten Soup Supper
6:00p Ash Wednesday Worship
6:00p Men’s Choir
7:00p Mixed Choir
7:00p Sr High Youth Group
7:45p Final 15

8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

24

23

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:00p Handell Choir
5:00p Lent Soup Supper
6:00p Ash Wednesday Worship
6:00p Men’s Choir
7:00p Mixed Choir
7:00p Sr High Youth Group
7:45p Final 15

8:30a Preschool
8:30a Habitat Build Day
12:30p Preschool Board
meets
7:00p Al Anon
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8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
4:00p Handell Choir
5:00p Lent Soup Supper
6:00p Ash Wednesday Worship
6:00p Men’s Choir
7:00p Mixed Choir
7:00p Sr High Youth Group
7:45p Final 15
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8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

10
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8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:00p Handell Choir
5:00p Lent Soup Supper
6:00p Ash Wednesday Worship
6:00p Men’s Choir
7:00p Mixed Choir
7:00p Sr High Youth Group
7:45p Final 15

8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

3

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
4:00p Handell Choir
5:00p Lenten Soup Supper
6:00p Ash Wednesday Worship
6:00p Men’s Choir
7:00p Mixed Choir
7:00p Sr High Youth Group
7:45p Final 15
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
Sunday 9:00 am in-person and on Facebook Live
Wednesday 6:00 pm Lent Holden Evening Prayer
in-person and on Facebook Live

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE God’s presence in our lives.
GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

