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FROM PASTOR DAVE...
Welcome Home – It Is Time
I was eating dinner at my parent’s assisted living facility and overheard a conversation at another table. A
resident was talking about his son being a singer, who had toured all over the country and even the world with his
group called “River.” It caught my attention because in 1995, I booked a group called “River” to play a concert at
the congregation I served. It also caught my attention because this resident’s son was one of the chaplains at the
Johanna Shores Assisted Living facility. After my mother’s death, I was walking by the chaplain’s office and
stopped by to thank him for his team’s care of my mom and dad, and to (re)introduce myself. Sure enough, 1995
was the first year three young Lutheran church workers began touring full time, singing mostly original songs. And
the chaplain at Johanna Shores was one of them!
One of the songs that River sang is called “Welcome Home.” It’s a retelling of and riff on Jesus’ parable of
“The Prodigal Son.” We read this parable in worship just this week. As I was preparing to preach, and reflecting on
both the parable and the song by River, I pulled out the sheet music I had purchased many years ago, and the
accompaniment track – on cassette tape! I couldn’t listen to it as I no longer have a cassette player, but I plunked out
notes on the piano and “heard” River in my mind. (I later listened to it on YouTube – you can too by following this
link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQLnrcQ6BLQ ) “Welcome home. Welcome home. You know I’ve
waited for this moment for so long. My arms are open wide. Won’t you come on inside? Welcome home, my child
welcome home.”
At this juncture of the on-going pandemic, it is time. It is time to come home to the community and family of
faith, from which we have been distant and isolated. The community and family of faith that has nurtured us and
shaped us. And it is time to have the attitude and heart of the father in the parable – one that leads us to go out and
seek and to welcome and to embrace those returning home. Welcome home! I’ve waited for this moment for so long
(two long years!). My arms are open wide! We need each other. We need to belong to a community of faith like St.
Andrew’s. A place where we can come – in all our brokenness and with all our joys – to be reminded of the love of
God in Jesus Christ. To be reminded that Jesus is the Light of the world and hope for all humanity. To be reminded
that we – together – are children of God, called to make a difference in the lives of people all around us.
Your church is open and engaged in ministry and worship and learning. “Won’t you come on inside?” And
for those who returned earlier, keep your arms – and hearts - open wide to welcome people and embrace people with
the love of God. It is time.
With that in mind please be aware of and take part in the life and ministry of St. Andrew’s.
Maundy Thursday is April 14. Wor ship, with a focus on J esus’ commandments to “do
this” (communion) and to “love one another” is at 6:00 pm.
Good Friday April 15– one of the most solemn days in the life of the Church – we gather to hear of the
depth of the love of Jesus which led Him to die on a cross. Refusing to meet anger and hate with anything
but love. Worship is at 6:00 pm.
Easter Sunday – RESURRECTION! – April 17. Festival worship at 8:00 and 10:30 am, with a breakfast
served by the youth and youth team 9:00 – 10:30 am.
April 24 – Earth Day Celebration – in worship (9:00 am) and during our fellowship time afterwards. We
will again have a simple brunch style meal. (My parents had a plaque above their kitchen table that said “It is
around a table that friends best perceive the warmth of being together.”) And then it’s outside for Spring
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Clean-Up Day. ….
We worship together. (Welcome Home!)
We eat together. (Welcome Home!)
We serve together. (Welcome Home!)
It is time – to come together again to experience community and connectedness.

It is time – to not only look for those returning, but to reach out to one another, embracing each other with love and
understanding and acceptance.
In the next few weeks, you may receive a phone call from St. Andrew’s Member-to-Member ministry. The purpose
of the call is simply to connect or reconnect with the members of this community of faith, with words of
encouragement and welcome. The callers will be reminding us that St. Andrew’s is indeed open and active and
encouraging us all to reengage and reconnect with our church family. They will share the upcoming Holy Week and
Easter schedules. You will have an opportunity to share any prayer concerns you may have or questions or messages
you would like to have passed on to the staff of St. Andrew’s. Mostly we want to say “it is time.” And “Welcome
home.”
Peace,
Pastor Dave

Palm Sunday
April 10th at 9:00 am
St. Andrew’s children processing with palms

Maundy Thursday
April 14th at 6:00 pm

Good Friday
April 15th at 6:00 pm

April

17th

Easter Sunday
at 8:00 am and 10:30 am

St. Andrew’s Youth will serve Easter Breakfast
between worship services from 9:00-10:30 am
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Easter Lily Order Form
Name ___________________________________
Phone ___________________________________
________ Easter Lilies at $15.00 each
In Memory of ______________________________________________________
and/or

In Honor of _______________________________________________________
Please fill out this form and mail to the church office with full payment. Checks should be made payable
to St. Andrew's Lutheran Church and designate "Easter Lily" in the memo. Lilies may be picked up to
take home after the 10:30 am worship service on Easter Sunday.

Deadline to order is Palm Sunday, April 10, 2022.

Easter Breakfast

The high school youth will be serving a delicious Easter Breakfast of a variety of egg bakes, sausage
links, biscuits and gravy, and juice/coffee on Easter morning, April 17th, between services from 9:0010:30 am. Donations for the breakfast will go towards their trip this summer to Superior for the
Synod Journey and Wisconsin Dells adventure! Breakfast will be served on site AND to go containers
will be available for eating on the run.
Families of our youth…On Palm Sunday, April 10th, the kids (and
hopefully a few parents!) will be processing into the sanctuary with
palms and waving them around! Please consider attending for this
special day and beginning of Holy Week. We WILL have Sunday school
after church this day but the following week, Easter Sunday, we won’t…
But there will be our big Easter Breakfast!

A NOTE FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT…
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In 2019, St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church started the journey of a Capital Appeal. In case you don’t remember, there
were some repairs, updates and projects that needed to be completed on the property that, quite frankly, we did not
have the funding to complete. Within the parameters of the Capital Appeal, we were limited to using the funds only
for projects that were agreed upon for the appeal. Therefore, no additional projects or ideas could be proposed to
use those funds which were earmarked for the Capital Appeal. As a Congregation, we started with 18 projects (some
of which were projects split into several smaller projects). The following projects have been completed:
·

Carpet replacement in the Education Wing, hallways, Fellowship Hall, Narthex, offices, Altar area, and
Sanctuary (4 parts)

·

Roofing repairs (3 parts)

·

Sight System

·

Capital Appeal fees

·

Outreach Benevolence (3 parts @ $10K each)

·

Narthex Ceiling Repair & Lighting

·

Stain Church siding (2 parts)

In addition, St. Andrew’s also committed to tithing 10% of funds raised for the Capital Appeal back into the
community. To date, the following has been given back since the start of the Capital Appeal:
·

$10,000 to Itasca County Habitat for Humanity

·

$16,000 to VLM ($6,000 + $10,000)

·

$4,000 to Itasca County Special Olympics

It can be so easy to focus on the negative and look at the things we “failed to accomplish.” As a Congregation, we
need to celebrate these wins. We have been able to complete so many large projects that without the Capital Appeal
would not have been possible.
At this time, we have two remaining projects left on the Capital Appeal list: paying off the mortgage and resurfacing
the parking lot (2 parts).
In August 2022, St. Andrew’s will no longer have a mortgage to pay, without using the Capital Appeal funds. Does
this mean we can start spending that money on something else after August? Maybe. Does this mean we can start
saving the money for future repairs? Maybe. There are so many possibilities of what that money can be used for,
spent on, or saved, but it is important to remember that we need to not get ahead of ourselves.
While the Capital Appeal is technically over, as it was a three year appeal, the projects are not. While we are very
proud of these accomplishments, we would still like to get the parking lot resurfaced.
For the past three years, as a Congregation, you have really stepped up to make big things happen. If you, as an
individual or as a family unit, can continue giving generously to the Church as a whole, and to the Capital Appeal, as
you have for the past three years, we can have the parking lots resurfaced. If you haven’t in the past, but can
consider in the future giving toward the Capital Appeal, this can make a real difference in the Congregation. The
parking lot being resurfaced is a way to continue growing in hospitality to those visiting or looking for their church
home, as well as those that are members. It will be more inviting and complete another piece of the puzzle for a
warm and welcoming environment.
We need to celebrate, emphasize, and build upon the accomplishments. Together, we can make this happen.
Thank you for your continued generosity and involvement in St. Andrew’s ministry.
Submitted by Amber Jackson, St. Andrew’s Council President

Women’s Conversation Group meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month 9:30-11:00 am in the
Fireside Room or on Zoom. We continue to use the Bible study called “Daily Faith Practices” from the
ELCA. Daily Faith Practices follow the lessons that are read each Sunday during worship. The group will
meet Tuesdays, April 5 and April 19. Please contact Eileen Grosland at 326-4797 or email her at
grosland@paulbunyan.net for more information. All women are welcome!
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Quilting Ministry: St. Andrew’s quilting group meets Wednesday mornings 9:00 am–12:00 noon in
the Fireside Room. Please call Gail Shoemaker at 218-245-1202 for more information. We have several
quilt tops ready to quilt but are in need of large pieces of fabric, and flat or fitted sheets to use as
backings on the quilts. If you have any to donate, please drop them off in the wooden box at St.
Andrew’s. Come join us on Wednesdays; NO experience necessary. If you can’t come in person and
would like to sew at home, quilt tops and bottoms can be made from whole pieces of fabric or any type
of patchwork pattern or smaller squares. Twelve 21” or forty-eight 11” squares sewn together using a
1/2” seam allowance make a 60” X 80”. Also, quilt kits are available for you to assemble at home. Pick
one up from the credenza outside the church office. Instructions are included.

Calling all preschool age families—St. Andrew's Preschool is now accepting
registrations for the 2022/2023 school year. There are 2 classes: Monday/Wednesday/
Friday for students planning to go into kindergarten in September 2023 and Tuesday/
Thursday for kids who are 3 years old and potty trained by September 1, 2022. All classes
meet from 8:30-11:30 am. Please contact Sarah Litchke (218) 259-3043 for more
information and to register.

St. Andrew’s Scholarship
Planning to further your education next year by attending college
or another post-secondary educational facility? If yes, let your
church lend a hand with 2022 education expenses! Any student
with membership in St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church may fill out a
scholarship application form and submit it for consideration.
https://forms.gle/pzBtCXEZQL1Py99D8

Hurry—Deadline to apply is April 1st. Scholarships will be
awarded by late May/early June.

Please help keep St. Andrew’s Faith Chest Ministry vital. We’re looking
for hands interested in building faith chests that are given to children
being baptized at St. Andrew’s. There is only ONE faith chest on hand at
this time and we have two Baptisms scheduled in the next couple
months. We need more ASAP to keep an ample supply. Building plans
are available or create your own style. Please check with Angie in the church
office for desired sizes. If you’re able to help build faith chests, please
contact the church office at (218) 326-8508. THANK YOU!!
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is a group that enjoys knitting and crocheting for others. We
work on prayer shawls, pray for others, and enjoy some fellowship time. If you like to knit
or crochet or would like to learn, we would be happy to have you join us the 4th Tuesday of
every month. Tuesday, April 26th at 10:00 am is the next time we will meet in the Fireside
Room at church. Any questions, please call Gail Olijnek at 218-326-2431.
If our pastor can be of assistance to you in any way, please don't hesitate to call.
Pastor David Anderson can be reached at the church office (218) 326-8508 or on
his mobile at (218) 838-8202.

St. Andrew’s Youth News

April, 2022

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS MEETING!
10:30-11:30am Sunday mornings
3-year-olds through 5th graders are welcome and encouraged to join the
Sunday School leaders for a time of music, lessons, crafts and fun activities.

If you are a high schooler and need some money for your St. Andrew’s adventures, make sure to help
make Easter egg bakes on Saturday, April 16th from 1:00 pm to ??? (when we’re done). You are also
needed for preparing, decorating and serving breakfast on Sunday morning from 7:00 am on. You
will be paid by the hour based on the donations received so you’ll want to work as much as you can!
�
For those attending the summer Synod Journey to the University of Wisconsin, Superior and the Dells,
there will be a meeting on Sunday, April 10th following the church service. This meeting is
mandatory for youth and a parent. If there’s absolutely no way you can attend, let Nikki know and
she’ll provide a Zoom link as well.
6th -9th Grade Youth Group will be meeting on Sunday, April 10th, instead of the
following week because of Easter. We will be determining new name for this
group! (We used to call it Middle School Youth but now we are including 9th
grade so…. obviously, we need a clever new name!)
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SPRING CLEAN UP DAY!
th
Sunday, April 24
following worship
Please bring yard tools, chain saws, leaf
blowers, wheelbarrows, tarps, etc. to help
make beautiful the grounds of St. Andrew’s.

Please come help us!
Spring Clean Up Day – Sunday April 24th following worship. With snow in
the forecast for this week, it may seem optimistic to be thinking about Spring
Clean Up Day. And yet, we know that once we get past this end of March last
hurrah of Winter, Spring comes quickly! After our 9:00 am worship service, focusing on Earth Day, we will have a grab and go brunch-type meal. Then we
head outside to spruce things up for the season. Please bring rakes, shovels, tarps
or anything else you think would be helpful to have on hand.

Celebrating Gretchen Bachman’s ministry – Sunday, April 24th 2:00 –
5:00 PM at Camp Hiawatha. After ser ving for mor e than a decade as
Program Director – and/or also Director of Operations – Gretchen’s time at
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry has ended. She will be heading to western
Oregon to serve a three-month interim position at a camp – leaving, literally,
the day after this celebration. Gretchen has been a very active member of St.
Andrew’s, having served on the congregation council, in the musical
leadership of RECHARGE worship, creating the PowerPoint presentations
for Sunday worship, and serving in the control booth. She will be missed
both here and at camp! Come to camp, celebrate Gretchen, and wish her
Godspeed.
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EARTH DAY SUNDAY
Our worship service on April 24th will center on our call to be stewards of the earth for all of creation.
Music, liturgy and the sermon will focus our attention on God’s creation and what we can do to live
out our mission both as individuals and as a congregation committed to creation care.
In addition to the creation care centered service, the EcoFaith Advocates Team will have displays in
the Fellowship Hall. Browse the displays and receive an EcoFaith reusable bag (one per household).
…Then join in the annual spring clean-up!
The first Earth Day on April 22, 1970 was initiated by an idea of Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson to have a teach-in on
college campuses to bring attention to air and water pollution. The event expanded to include events nationwide with a
wide range of organizations, faith groups and others participating. Today it is a global event observed to recognize the
value we place on our environment and the concern for the future of all of creation.
In preparation, perhaps an April resolution would be to take stock of how we live our lives and seek to “tread softly”: to
produce less waste, to recycle, to plan a garden or landscaping, taking time to observe the greening of spring, and to give
thanks to our Creator for these great gifts.

Early bird registration for Summer 2022 ends on April 1st!
We want every kid to get to camp, regardless of their financial situation. If you or your
camper needs help getting to camp, please contact VLM for assistance. Visit VLM website
for registration forms.
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA SPRING CELEBRATION
THURSDAY - MAY 5, 2022
It’s all about MOTHERS.
Registration and Social Time 5:30 pm. Dinner served at 6:00 pm.
Special Music by a local chorale group, “Grace Notes”
Program: “Father Knows Best, But Mom Knows Better” presented by storyteller, Pati Kachel,
Parable Fund, Twin Cities. In this amusing presentation, take a little stroll down memory lane to
recall the wise words of our mothers. A sure-to-be remembered program inviting audience
participation, honoring mothers and their significant role in our lives.
Please RSVP no later than Tuesday, May 3. Cost: $15 Adults; $10 under 12.
Please sign up following worship services on Sundays April 10, April 24, or May 1, or by calling the
church office at 218-326-8508, Diane Hannah 218-259-2168 or Diane Mangseth 218-326-1366.
ALL ARE WELCOME!
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The members of the PRAYER CHAIN
are ready to offer confidential help and
support through prayer. Please call Jean
Gardner at 218-301-6130 or Gail Olijnek
at 218-326-2431 with prayer requests.

Deadline for May Newsletter

All news articles and information need to be in the
church office by April 20 to have it included in the
May newsletter. In an effort to reduce spending,

St. Andrew’s sends the monthly newsletter via
email as a pdf attachment to all those we have
addresses for and will only be mailed to those who
do not have computer access. Please make sure
we have your correct email address so we can be
sure you don’t miss important information by
calling the church office at 326-8508 or email the
church office at saintand@saintand.org. A limited
number of printed copies are available on the
credenza outside the church office to pick up.
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Pastoral Acts and Special Gifts
Funeral
Elisabeth ‘Lissa’ Gelden

March 14, 2022

Special Gifts Received:
$25 to Building Fund in Honor of the person who found my hearing aid & turned it into the church office from Dale Fuhrman
$20 to Appeal Fund in memory of Carol Luoma, $25 to Appeal Fund in memory of Carol Ann Block and $25 to Sound System in
memory of Venita Anderson by Diane & Bruce Mangseth
$25 to Appeal Fund in memory of Venita Anderson, $20 to Scholarship Fund in memory of Bill Puddicombe and $20 to Appeal
Fund in memory of Carol Block by Barry & Angela Olson
$25 to Appeal Fund in memory of Heather Childs and $25 to Appeal Fund in memory of Venita Anderson by Harry & Jean
Gardner
$20 to Appeal Fund in memory of Venita Anderson, $20 to Appeal Fund in memory of Lissa Gelden and $20 to Scholarship Fund
in memory of Bill Puddicombe by Gail Olijnek
$20 to Appeal Fund in memory of Lissa Gelden by Janet Bilden
$20 to Scholarship fund in memory of Bill Puddicombe, $20 to Appeal Fund in memory of Lissa Gelden and $25 o Appeal Fund in
memory of Venita Anderson by Marn & Marie Flicker
$25 to Scholarship Fund in memory of Bill Puddicombe by Peter & Marj Lavalier
$25 to Scholarship Fund in memory of Bill Puddicombe by George & LouEllen Gilbertson
$25 to Scholarship Fund in memory of Bill Puddicombe and $25 to Sound System in memory of Venita Anderson by Tom & Eileen
Grosland
$25 to Youth Fund in memory of Lissa Gelden by Myrna Peterson
$50 to Scholarship Fund in memory of Bill Puddicombe by Al & Carmen Jackson
$20 to Youth Fund in memory of Lissa Gelden by Nancy Raymond
$25 to Sound System in memory of Venita Anderson by Myrna Peterson
$25 to Sound System in memory of Venita Anderson by Brian & Dawn Jenkins
$30 to Sound System in memory of Venita Anderson by Tom & Marlys Mestemacher
$50 to Sound System in memory of Venita Anderson by Janet Greiner
$25 to General Fund in memory of Venita Anderson by Cathy & Byron Snowden

12

13

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
February 2022 Council Minutes
Present: Pastor David Anderson, Amber Jackson, Betsy Trevena, Brian Jenkins, Byron Snowden, Dan Thureen, Keith Young, Linda Flom,
Sue Mertz, Vicky Lorenz, Angela Olson, Nikki Rud
Absent: Conley Janssen, Kim Jamtgaard
Meeting called to order: 6:02 pm
1. Devotions – Pastor Dave
2. Additions to the Agenda: New Business 8 c. Synod Assembly Voting attendees
3. Review & Accept January 2022 meeting minutes: Motion by Sue Mertz;seconded by Linda Flom. Motion passed.
4. President’s comments:
1. March viewing of Colored Lines, need to know if your attendance will be in person or via zoom.
2. March newsletter articles due Sunday 2/20.
5. Treasurer’s report: January giving was lower than expected. Need to watch to see if this is a trend or an anomaly. Motion to accept report
by Byron Snowden, seconded by Betsy Trevena. Motion passed.
6. Pastor and CYFM reports
Pastor: Attended the ELCA Youth Ministry Network Extravaganza via online. It was a time of renewal and encouragement, learning
and worship. Will be on vacation February 21 -28. Pastor Bob Graul will preach and reside Wednesday 2/21 and Sunday 2/27.
CYFM: Attended the ELCA Youth Ministry Network Extravaganza via online. Attended several sessions in the re-imaging youth
ministry track. National Youth Gathering was canceled. Next gathering scheduled for 2024. Will be receiving a refund for
registration, plan to donate 10% of the refund back to the synod to help cover costs. Looking at 3 options for replacement
ministry: Synod Journey to UW Superior; boundary waters trip; half mission trip (costs close to boundary waters trip). Can
offer these at different dates so more youth can participate and with reduced costs, hopefully more youth can afford.
7. Old Business
1. Capital Appeal Update: Total received $358,048. Current balance just shy of $80,000. Only 2 projects remain that congregation
approved: parking lot replacement and pay off mortgage.
2. Covid-19 Plan Adjustments: none
3. Chapter 5- Becoming a Hybrid Church. Service includes not just the actual hands on work but also the prep work or the behind the
scenes work and that can all be done online. There can also be service projects that are all online. Allowing for online
participation can increase the number of people able to participate.
4. Vaccination Clinic: County thanked us for the offer to host a clinic, at present county sponsored clinics will be held only at the IRC.
8. New Business
1. Preschool Discussion. Due to decrease in enrollment this year, the preschool has had to dip into their financial reserves to cover
costs. There should be enough reserve to cover costs for this school year. Plan is to increase tuition rates for next year to better
cover costs. Questions for council and congregation: Do we want the preschool to continue and what/if any additional financial
support can the church give? The council felt strongly that the preschool needs to continue. If it closes, it would be extremely
difficult to restart. The preschool is viewed as ministry, outreach and a service to the community. Suggestion was made that
Pastor Dave talk with the preschool board to discuss financial solvency for this current school year and determine what financial
support may be needed for the future. Council and congregation need guidance from the preschool board on the need. Larger
question to consider: how could we (the church) claim or integrate the preschool into Youth and Family Ministry? Concern was
raised on the planned tuition rate increase, does it put attendance out of reach for some families?
2. Minnesota NE Synod EcoFaith donation. Current financial support to Synod is unified support meaning that a single donation is
made to the Synod and then the Synod decides how to disperse those funds. No additional financial support will be given to a
specific Synod ministry.
A dedicated fund can be established for EcoFaith or any other ministry team that is created (such as Anti-racism) or an
umbrella dedicated fund can be established to help support any new ministry programming. Currently any expenses can be
run through 8011 Reimbursable purchases. Money would need to be directed to that line item and then purchases can be
made.
3. Synod Assembly Voting attendees. Synod assembly is April 29 – May 1. Need 2 people to attend either in-person or virtually to
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serve as voting representatives. Amber Jackson and Dan Thureen stated that if no one else was interested, they would be willing
to serve in this capacity.
Upcoming Calendar Events:
Eco-Faith Webinars (Thursdays in March 7:00-8:00 pm)
March 4-6 Cardia Deo Youth Events
March 29 Viewing of Colored Lines 6:00 pm
Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer
Next regular meeting – March 15, 2022 6:00 p.m. Fireside Room (Zoom)
Devotions – Conley Janssen
2021 Council Teams
Executive: President Amber Jackson, Vice President Kim Jamtgaard, Treasurer Dan Thureen, Secretary Vicky Lorenz
Financial Planning & Giving: Dan Thureen, Byron Snowden
Property Site Care & Planning: Conley Janssen, Sue Mertz, Amber Jackson
Faith Formation & Journey: Keith Young, Brian Jenkins, Betsy Trevena
Faith in Action: Linda Flom, Vicky Lorenz, Kim Jamtgaard

Site Care & Planning Team Meeting
March 8, 2022
1. Roof Leak
a. The roof has been leaking above the serving window to the kitchen. Snow has been removed from parts of it (THANK YOU
MERTZs and anyone else who helped). Scheduled a roof shoveling day on March 12, 2022 at 9am for snow removal. Roof
melt/salt pucks also to be purchased to help with the ice dams. Email to be sent to the congregation as well as word of
mouth. Amber to grab the roof melt.
i. Jeff Wunderlich did go back after Thursday to shovel more snow off the roof as the leak continued/came back again.
THANK YOU!!
ii. Angie picked up roof melt Thursday. THANK YOU!!
2. Spring Clean-Up Day
a. Scheduled for Sunday, April 24, 2022 following worship. This is in conjunction with Earth Day and EcoFaith has a special
event/speaker scheduled for that day as well. We will need to prioritize where we choose to focus on depending on the
number of volunteers that we get to help with Spring Clean-Up. We have Worship on Wednesdays down at the lake starting after Memorial Day. There is a wedding on June 18 down at the lake as well so we will need to make sure that this area
is cleaned up.
i. **Make a list at the April meeting of priority areas
b. Also discussed doing some more brushing in the front of the church again to make sure that the church is visible from the roadway and more inviting/hospitable. Would need an emphasis to get the corner on the east side of the east driveway that was
missed the first time brushing. This can be a separate clean-up day, rather than on April 24.
3. Parking Lot-The capital appeal is “complete”, however funds are still coming in. All that remains on the list for projects is the
parking lot. Amber will write an entry for the newsletter to go out, with an emphasis on completing the parking lot.
4. Carpet Cleaning
a. Requesting Saiger’s Steam Clean to come in and clean the carpets to freshen them up: main preschool (not the classrooms),
alcove, fellowship hall, hallway to fireside room on a Monday, Thursday, or Friday after school is out (early June).
i. Amber emailed Saiger 3/11/22 for a date. Will update Angie for the church calendar when they respond back.
ii. Monday, June 6, Saiger will be in in the morning to do carpet cleaning
5. Detailed cleaning
a. Discussed that it may not be a bad idea to schedule a detailed cleaning day inside the church throughout the year to get into
areas that MDI does not clean, moving all the chairs and tables to clean, deep dusting, etc. Suggestion: quarterly
6. Humidifiers for organ
a. Still guzzling water, being filled sometimes 3-4 times a day. Humidity levels still fluctuating.
7. Swing Set
a. The preschool has a swing that is having an issue that was brought to Pastor Dave. We will look at this on Saturday when we
are outside for the roof shoveling day on March 12 and come up with a plan to repair it.

15

THE IMPORTANCE OF GENEROUS GIVING –
During our Wednesday Worship services in Lent, we have heard readings each week related to one of the six
Marks of Discipleship. Daily Prayer. Weekly Worship. Daily Bible reading. Serving in ministry. Living in
relationship. Generous Giving. All important to the lives of followers of Jesus. Generous Giving is perhaps the
most contentious of them all because, well, we are all very possessive about our money, and usually very private
about it as well. But giving is important. For (at least) two reasons.
It takes money to run an organization, and the only sour ce of “income” a church has is the generous
contributions of its members. In addition to staff compensation, there are utilities and plowing and
maintenance and materials and office supplies and music and computer networks and …… You get the
picture. Of course, like the expenses in our own homes, the cost of everything keeps going up.
It's a matter of faith. Pastor Dave often r eminds us that J esus said “Where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” That means if we want our hearts to be close to God, we should give to godly things,
and hopefully that includes our congregation. Our giving also is a spiritual matter because what we do
together as a church helps not only ourselves grow in faith, but makes possible the growth in faith in
others. Providing staff and all the stuff that goes into worship and Sunday school and Education (among
other activities!) makes a difference in people’s lives – in people’s spiritual lives – in their walk with God.
Because we believe that what we do as a congregation matters, and because we hope that you, members of this
family of faith, believe the same, we are encouraging all of us to give generously so that we cannot only survive,
but thrive in life changing ministry. Pastor Dave wrote elsewhere in this newsletter “It is time.” As we welcome
people home, it is.
The Council Team for Financial Planning and Giving
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8:30a Preschool
9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group

12
8:30a Preschool
5:30p Property Team meets

8:30a Preschool

11

8:30a Preschool

10

PALM SUNDAY

Peer Ministry Training
9:00a Worship
10:20a Sunday School Class
10:20a Brunch
10:30a Spring Clean Up Day

EARTH DAY

24

8:30a Preschool

25

8:30a Preschool
10:00a Prayer Shawl
Ministry
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8:30a Preschool
9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group
6:00p Church Council
meets

2:00p EcoFaith Advocites

EASTER SUNDAY

8:00a Worship
9:00a Easter Breakfast
10:30a Worship

19

18

17

9:00a Contemporary Worship
10:00a Synod Journey participants meeting
10:20a Sunday School classes
4:00p 6-9th grade Youth Group

6

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
4:00p Handbell Choir
5:00p Wednesdaymeal
6:00p RECHARGE Worship
6:00p Men’s Choir
6:45p Senior High Youth
7:00p Mixed Choir
7:45p Final 15

27

8:30a Preschool
7:00p Al Anon

28

8:30a Preschool
8:30a Habitat Build Day
12:30p Preschool Board
7:00p Al Anon

21

20

Newsletter info info due
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
4:00p Handbell Choir
5:00p Wednesday meal
6:00p RECHARGE Worship
6:00p Men’s Choir
6:45p Senior High Youth
7:00p Mixed Choir
7:45p Final 15

GOOD FRIDAY

8:30a Preschool
NE MN Synod Assembly at
Cragun’s Resort

29

8:30a Preschool
Peer Ministry Training

22

6:00p Worship

15

MAUNDY THURSDAY
5:00p Finance Team meets
6:00p Worship
7:00p Al Anon

8:30a Preschool

8

14

8:30a Preschool
1:00p Anti-Racism Group
7:00p Al Anon

7

8:30a Preschool

1

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:00p Handbell Choir
6:00p Men’s Choir
6:45p Senior High Youth
7:00p Mixed Choir

13

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
12:30p Release Time
4:00p Handbell Choir
6:00p Anti-Racism Book Group 5:00p Len Soup Supper
6:00p Lenten Worship
6:00p Men’s Choir
6:45p Senior High Youth
7:00p Mixed Choir
7:45p Final 15

5

4

3

9:00a Worship
10:20a Sunday School classes

For most complete and up-to-date calendar, please visit
our website www.saintand.org.

APRIL 2022

NE MN Synod Assembly at
Cragun’s Resort

30

Peer Ministry Training
11:00a Graveside service
Gary Denzel

23

9:00a Preparations for
Easter breakfast

16

9

2

17

18

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
Sunday 9:00 am in-person and on Facebook Live

Wednesday 6:00 pm in-person and on Facebook Live

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE God’s presence in our lives.
GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

