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FROM PASTOR DAVE
Sometimes when I read through the appointed Bible readings for worship (“lectionary”), I’m confused as to why the
texts were put together. Often, I don’t see a common theme. Other times, the connection is so obvious that together
the texts almost preach themselves. Like this past Sunday (May 1). We heard the story of Peter and the story of Paul.
Two people who had made mistakes. Two people who did something or lived in a way that was contrary to the way of
Jesus. Two people who came face to face with the life-giving, transforming grace of Jesus Christ and were given
another chance.
Peter had been part of the inner circle of disciples. We often read of “Peter, James and John” being with Jesus. But on
that fateful night when Jesus was betrayed, arrested and interrogated, Peter denied even knowing Jesus. Not once. Not
twice. But three times. After the third time, according to the account in the Gospel according to Luke, Jesus turned
and looked at Peter.

Oh, the shame Peter must have felt! Oh the weight of disappointment he must have placed upon himself! He knew
better. He was a follower of Jesus. A friend of Jesus. What happened? Why did he not stand up for his convictions
and beliefs? How did he stumble? How was it that he could let Jesus and others down like that?
But that’s not the end of this story. Later – sometime after the death and burial of Jesus. Sometime after the
resurrection of Jesus, Peter was again around a campfire. Jesus was there. And three times Jesus asked Peter “Do you
love me?” And this time Peter answered with a firm “Yes!” each time. One affirmation for each of the denials. In this
interaction, Jesus was restoring Peter. Despite Peter’s failures, despite the baggage of Peter’s past, Jesus comes to him
again, and gives him another chance. Jesus comes and transforms Peter. This is grace - scandalous grace - for one
who so blatantly denied Jesus.
The other person, whose story we read on the same day, was Saul. Saul persecuted the church. Saul was focused on
stopping the “Jesus movement.” Saul imprisoned Christians and was at minimum a bystander when Christians were
killed. But then he had an encounter with the Risen Jesus. He was on his way to the city of Damascus who he heard a
voice. “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He was ministered to by the very people he was previously wanting to
silence. And God transformed Saul, now called “Paul,” into the greatest messenger of the grace of God for all people,
and the writer of much of what we call the New Testament. God used him – in spite of the baggage of his past – to
make a difference. Scandalous grace for one who so blatantly opposed Jesus!
Together these stories tell the powerful truth that no matter what you have done; no matter how low you have fallen; no
matter the severity of your failures; no matter how much you may have disappointed others and yourself; God in Jesus
can transform you, restore you, forgive you, and use you to accomplish great things. God’s grace – scandalous grace –
is for you. And yes, I get it - sometimes in the immediate it is difficult to see this or hear this or believe this. But it is
true. And it is for you.
And if this is Jesus’ way – and it is – it ought to be the way you and I relate to people around us who have made
mistakes, or veered off the path, or have fallen to new lows. Followers of Jesus need to be distributers of scandalous
grace. Grace that can restore and renew people. Grace that embraces others regardless of any decisions they’ve made.
Who do you know who needs this grace? Will you give grace as you have received grace? Will you love others as
Jesus has loved you? That’s the way of life we, who have been claimed by Jesus and embraced by his love, are called
to live.
Peter. Paul. You and me. Embraced by grace. Believe it. Live it.
Pastor Dave
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W-O-W (Worship on Wednesdays)
Beginning Wednesday, June 1
6:00 pm Lakeside
Once again this summer, we invite you to consider worshipping outdoors at St. Andrew’s lakeside setting
Wednesday evenings. It’s different than RECHARGE worship and it is different from what we experience on
Sunday mornings – though the sermon and Bible readings are the same as what will be shared the following
Sunday. Music is usually with a single guitar. We sing both hymns and songs. We have communion each
week. Candle lighting is part of our praying as we bring our joys and sorrows into the Light of Christ. A loon
or some ducks may join us. Worship is followed by a campfire with hotdogs and S’mores. Wednesday’s
worship may be the perfect worship service for you! Everyone welcome!
In the case of inclement weather, worship will be inside in the sanctuary.

PARKING LOT UPDATE
At its April 19th meeting, the Congregation Council authorized the final project of the “For Such a Time As
This” capital appeal: the rebuilding/repaving of our parking lot! The cost of the entire project is $111,000. We
currently have $91,000 in the Appeal Fund. To complete the entire project we therefore need to raise an additional $20,000. The Council believes we can do this! However, if we are unable to do so, we would complete
the main lot, which we have the funds for, and put off the final paving of the back lot (although the work of reclaiming the asphalt of the back lot, adding Class 5 gravel and compacting the lot will be done at the same time
as the main lot.). This will keep with the Council’s commitment not to purchase anything we cannot pay for,
and at the same time save money, as the cost next year is projected to be 15% more than it is this year. The
Council also appointed Conley Janssen as our Project Manager.
If you believe that paving the entire parking lot is important in making our facility more hospitable and welcoming, please consider helping make this project happen by making a donation to the capital appeal. Together we
can make this happen! Thank you!

Grand Rapids Area Male Chorus Spring Concert
The Grand Rapids Area Male Chorus will present their annual
Spring Concert, "Happy Trails to You,” on Sunday, May 8 at 2:30 pm
at St. Andrews Lutheran Church. There is no admission charge, but
a free will offering will be taken. Everyone welcome!
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Northeastern Minnesota Women of the ELCA are called to attend the annual Summer Convention/Gathering
June 6-8 at Sugar Lake Lodge in Cohasset.
Theme: Make a Place at the Table
Theme Bible Verse: Romans 15:7 NRSV: “Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed
you, for the glory of God.”
Theme Hymn: “All are Welcome”
Colors: All bold color s, including black (please wear bold color s to the Gather ing)
In-Kind offering: Toiletr y Kits for women, men and childr en r efugees in Minnesota
Convention Regular Offering: 1/2 goes to Lutheran Social Services, 1/2 goes to Churchwide
Other Offering Opportunities: Convention Fund, Love Offer ing, Women in Seminar y Education
(WISE) Fund, and Synodical Women’s Organization operations
There are many workshop opportunities available as well as a Bible study, games, campfire, singing,
Holden Evening Prayer and worship with Holy Communion. The quilt for the Gathering was made by the
hands of some of the women in our Living Waters Conference and will be consecrated.
We will be celebrating 35 years as the Women of the ELCA in 2022 and 2023. Feel free to take a
Logo handout from the credenza by the church office for more information.
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS MAY 6
Registration information and tentative agenda for the Convention/Gathering are also on the credenza.
ALL WOMEN OF ST. ANDREWS ARE MEMBERS OF THE WOMEN OF THE ELCA. LET’S
GET A GROUP TO ATTEND!!! IT IS A WONDERFUL TIME TO GATHER WITH YOUR SISTERS IN
CHRIST!

Recently, our Living Waters
Conference of the Women of the
ELCA had a very nice Spring
Gathering at Camp Hiawatha on
Saturday, April 9th. Pictured are
the St. Andrew’s women who
attended. St. Andrews had the
most women in attendance!

Women’s Conversation Group meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month 9:30-11:00 am in the
Fireside Room at St. Andrew’s. We continue to use the Bible study called “Daily Faith Practices” from
the ELCA. Daily Faith Practices follow the lessons that are read each Sunday during worship. The
group will meet Tuesdays, May 3 and May 17. Please contact Eileen Grosland at 326-4797 or email her
at grosland@paulbunyan.net for more information. All women are welcome!
Quilting Ministry: St. Andrew’s quilting group meets Wednesday mornings 9:00 am–12:00
noon in the Fireside Room. We have LOTS of quilt tops ready to quilt but are in need of large
pieces of fabric, and flat or fitted sheets to use as backings on the quilts. If you have any to donate,
please drop them off at St. Andrew’s.
If you’d like to sew at home: Quilt tops and bottoms can be made from whole pieces of fabric or
any type of patchwork pattern or smaller squares. Twelve 21” or forty-eight 11” squares sewn
together using a 1/2” seam allowance make a 60” X 80”. There are also quilt kits available in a bein
inside the credenza at church (directions included). Pick up a kit, assemble/sew at home and return
to the same bin.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
St. Andrew’s Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 4th Tuesday of the month at 10:00 am. We
met on Zoom in February and March, and in-person at church in April. We will next meet
Tuesday, May 24 at 10:00 am. We have many beautiful prayer shawls available at St.
Andrew’s. If you know of someone who is in need of one, please contact Gail Olijnek by email at golijnek@cpinternet.com
.
If our pastor can be of assistance to you in any way, please don't hesitate to call. Pastor
David Anderson can be reached at (218) 838-8202.

Calling all preschool age families—St. Andrew's Preschool is now
accepting registrations for the 2022/2023 school year. There are 2 classes:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday for students planning to go into kindergarten in
September 2023 and Tuesday/Thursday for kids who are 3 years old and
potty trained by September 1, 2022. All classes meet from 8:30-11:30 am.
Please contact Sarah Litchke, Preschool Director at (218) 259-3043 for
more information and to register.

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church continues to collect non-perishable food items and monetary
donations for Second Harvest North Central Food Bank and the local Food Shelf.
If you have donations to contribute, please place your donations in the food cart outside the church
office. Monetary gifts also appreciated.
Thank you to everyone who participated in and donated to the Pack the Pews event in March.
We collected $1,100+ in monetary donations and 1,147 lbs. of food items for the Food Shelf.
AWESOME!! Thank you!
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ALTAR GUILD
We are all children of God who have been given the responsibility to help share God’s love
throughout our world. Serving on the Altar Guild is an important and vital part of our worship
ministry at St. Andrew’s and is one way to share God’s love. Please consider becoming a member
of the Altar Guild, whose primary responsibility is to bake bread and to set up/cleanup for Communion during worship services. Please contact Angela Olson at the church office or Myrna Peterson for more information.

Please help keep St. Andrew’s Faith Chest Ministry vital. We’re looking
for hands interested in building faith chests that are given to children
being baptized at St. Andrew’s. There is only ONE faith chest on hand at
this time and we have two Baptisms scheduled this month. We need
more ASAP to keep an ample supply. Building plans are available or
create your own style. Please check with Angie in the church office for desired
sizes. If you’re able to help build faith chests, please contact the church
office at (218) 326-8508. THANK YOU!!

Check the kiosk at St. Andrew’s for additional information of VLM summer camp opportunities!
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Don't forget to pick up your EcoFaith reusable bag from the church office! Preserve the
environment and make a statement by using this classy bag. One bag per household please.

Special Monetary Gifts Received:
$25 to Appeal Fund in memory of Bill Puddicombe by Mike & Ardy Flaherty
$25 to Scholarship Fund in memory of Bill Puddicombe by Myrna Peterson
$50 to Scholarship Fund in memory of Bill Puddicombe by Harry & Jean Gardner
$50 to Scholarship Fund in memory of Bill Puddicombe by Mary Munkel
$100 to Scholarship Fund in memory of Bill Puddicombe by Tom & Karen Rajala
$30 to Sight & Sound System in memory of Venita Anderson by Gail Olijnek
$25 to Appeal Fund in memory of Venita Andereson by Dale & Lorraine Fuhrman
$50 to Appeal Fund in memory of Venita Anderson by Brenda Larson
$30 to Appeal Fund in memory of sister Carol Ann by Myrna Peterson
$25 to Appeal Fund in memory of Myrna’s sister Carol Ann by Jim Luoma
$25 to Youth Fund in honor of Gretchen Bachman by Harry & Jean Gardner

The members of the PRAYER CHAIN
are ready to offer confidential help and
support through prayer. Please call Jean
Gardner at 218-301-6130 or Gail Olijnek
at 218-326-2431 with prayer requests.

Deadline for June/July Newsletter

All news articles and information need to be in the
church office by May 20 to have it included in the
June/July newsletter. Please note, this newsletter

covers 2 months of activities. In an effort to
reduce spending, St. Andrew’s sends the monthly
newsletter via email as a pdf attachment to all
those we have addresses for and will only be
mailed to those who do not have computer access.
Please make sure we have your correct email
address so we can be sure you don’t miss
important information by calling the church office
at 326-8508 or email the church office at
saintand@saintand.org. A limited number of
printed copies are available to pick up.
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Thank You Notes
Dear Church Family,
The stories and memories that you have shared with
the Puddicombe family about Bill have been so
appreciated. We have definitely felt your care and
prayers. Thank you to all of the donations given in Bill’s
honor. Seeing his impact on our church and knowing he
is now well and with our Lord and Savior provides us
comfort in our grief.
We wanted our church family to know that we held a
celebration of Bill’s life recently where we lit a few
daytime fireworks (Bill loved them), shared our stories
(such as the time Bill lost his dentures in the ocean when
playing with his grandkids in the waves), fried up some
fish (his favorite meal), and spent time together. Bill had
insisted that he didn’t want his funeral to be a sad day.
Once again, thank to everyone,
the family of Bill Puddicombe
Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for helping put food on the table
for hungry men, women and children in our community.
Your gift of $996.00 to Second Harvest for the Minnesota
FoodShare March Campaign will allow us to leverage
additional dollars to help restock the Food Shelf at
Second Harvest. Thank you also for the personal checks
donations of $125 AND the 1176 lbs. of food donated!
By supporting Second Harvest, you are helping to
ensure that within north central Minnesota, hungry

children, working families, disabled people and seniors
have enough food to put on their tables when times are
tough. You are a valued partner in our fight against
hunger. Thank you for your generosity and for a
difference here in north central Minnesota.
Sincerely,
Sue Estee, Executive Director
Second Harvest North Central Food Bank
Dear St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
On behalf of the staff, board of directors and, most
importantly, the guests of Grace House of Itasca County,
thank you for your continued generous support of this
organization. Your gifts allow us to continue providing
safe, temporary shelter and meals to people who are
experiencing homelessness while they look for housing
and employment.
2022 guests through March: 69 guests, 1001 bed
nights-111% full and 1520 meals.
Thank you for your recent donations of $22.00 and 3
gallons of milk and 2 dozen eggs.
Sincerely,
Ronald L. Oleheiser, Executive Director
Grace House of Itasca County

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
St. Andrew’s has been working with Itasca Habitat for a number of years supporting their mission of
providing affordable housing for people in Itasca County. The third Thursday of each month has been
set for St. Andrews members to help with the build. We are currently helping with the Nolette home
located at 280 SW 9th Avenue in Grand Rapids. The slab is down and ready for walls. Initial framing
has begun. For more information, please contact Jim Willford at 218-244-8990 or email him at
jvwillfo@paulbunyan.net.
We also have begun to help at Second Harvest North Central Food Bank the 4th
Thursday of each month from 8:30-11:00 am. Please sign up on the kiosk if you can help.
Contact Dave Lorenz or the church office for additional information.
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
March 15, 2022
Congregational Council Minutes
Present: Pastor David Anderson, Amber Jackson, Betsy Trevena, Brian Jenkins, Byron Snowden, Conley Janssen, Dan Thureen, Keith
Young, Kim Jamtgaard, Sue Mertz, Vicky Lorenz, Angela Olson
Absent: Linda Flom, Nikki Rud
Meeting called to order: 6:02 pm
Devotions – Conley Janssen
Additions to the Agenda: Old Business b. I. 4. Library
Review & Accept Meeting Minutes. Motion by Conley Janssen; seconded by Brian Jenkins. Motion passed.
President’s comments
Colored Lines - March 29 6:00-7:30 pm
MN Synod Assembly voting attendees: Amber Jackson, Keith Young, Pastor Dave
Site Care & Planning update: There has been some ceiling leaking. Shoveled off part of the roof. Will be scheduling carpet cleaning.
Worship Assistants: Council members encouraged to sign up.
Council Teams: Should be meeting regularly.
Treasurer’s Report: February offering was down again. Robust discussion on current financial situation and opportunities available.
Recommendation that the finance team meet to discuss and report back to council. Motion to accept report by Vicky Lorenz;
seconded by Sue Mertz. Motion passed. Motion made to create two new line items under Dedicated Funds, for Anti Racism group
and Eco-Faith team. Motion by Conley Janssen; seconded by Brian Jenkins. Motion passed.
Pastor and CYFM Reports
CYFM: Will attend the NE MN Synod Youth Journey and add on a couple of fun days in Wisconsin Dells. Dates are July 21-27. 7
youth and 3 adults will participate.
Youth will be serving an Easter Breakfast between the 9:00 am and 10:30 am services.
Will be holding a Peer Ministry training for 9-12th graders the last weekend in April.
Pastor: RE-ENGAGEMENT was the theme for the meeting. Discussion on what it will take to help our people re-engage into the life
and ministry of St. Andrew’s. Possible action item: to have people once again reach out via phone to share activities happening at
church; remind people that we are open for worship, life, business……
Held first funeral luncheon since the beginning of the pandemic. All went well.
Will be out of town this weekend (19/20) for mother’s funeral.
Old Business
Capital Appeal Update: Total contributions to date $358,333. Current available funds $80,603. Parking lot is the remaining project.
Conley Janssen will seek updated costs for this project.
Covid 19- Plan adjustments: discussed plan and tweaked the plan. Will remove signs on doors stating mask recommendation; will
remove worshiper sign in sheets; will remove the signs on tables in the Fellowship hall; Library can reopen; busy bags can be made
available if the Library group will be responsible for rotation and cleaning; nursery room in back will be available as a cry room
during service. Will review more items next month.
Various outside groups have requested use of building: decision to allow groups who request single use of space to use space.
Exception to that is Al-Anon. At a future meeting, council will formally review the Facility Use guidelines.
Pie/Service Auction: can proceed if we can find organizers.
Lenten meals: no discussion
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Library can reopen.
Chapter 6– Becoming a Hybrid Church: tabled until next month.
Preschool Update: N o update
New Business
Upcoming Calendar Events
Eco-Faith Webinars (Thursdays in March, 7:00-8:00 pm)
March 29 - Viewing of Colored Lines (6:00-7:45 pm)
April 5 - Book discussion. ‘Last Standing Woman’
April 14 - Maundy Thursday Worship 6:00 pm
April 15 - Good Friday Worship 6:00 pm
April 17 - Easter Sunday
April 24 - Spring Clean Up Day; Eco-Faith display
April 29-May 1- NE Minnesota Synod Assembly
June 1 - Lakeside worship begins
Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer
Next regular meeting – April 19, 2022 – 6:00 p.m. Fireside Room (Zoom)
Devotions – Brian Jenkins
2021 Council TEAMs
Executive: Amber Jackson, Kim Jamtgaard, Dan Thureen, Vicky Lorenz
Financial Planning & Giving: Dan Thureen, Byron Snowden
Property Site Care & Planning: Conley Janssen, Sue Mertz, Amber Jackson
Faith Formation & Journey: Keith Young, Brian Jenkins, Betsy Trevena
Faith in Action: Linda Flom, Vicky Lorenz, Kim Jamtgaard
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We are pleased to announce that we have additional and convenient ways for you to do the giving you want
to do to St. Andrew’s using your credit/debit card or ACH through your bank. Giving online is easy and
allows you to either make a one-time contribution or to set up automatic recurring contributions. Simply
visit the church website at www.saintand.org and then click on the donate button. Contributions help
support our many ministries and the day-to-day operations of St. Andrew’s.
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8:30a Preschool
5”30p Property Site Care &
Planning Team meets

8:30a Preschool
10:00a Prayer Shawl
Ministry

31

8:30a Preschool
3:30p EcoFaith Advocates

16

8:30a Preschool

23

8:30a Preschool

30 Memorial Day

9:00a Contemporary Worship
2:30p Grand Rapids Male Cho
rus Concert
6:00p ICTV broadcast

15

9:00a Worship
4:00p Piano Recital
6:00p 6-9 Grade Youth Even
6:00p ICTV broadcast

22

Youth cinnamon Buns fundraiser
9:00a Worship
6:00p ICTV broadcast

29

9:00a Worship
6:00p ICTV broadcast

10

9

8 Mother’s Day

8:30a Preschool

24

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group
6:00p Church Council
meets

17

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Women’s Coffee &
Conversation Group
6:00p Anti Racism Book Group
6:00p GR Male Chorus
rehearsal

8:30a Preschool

9:00a Worship
6:00p ICTV broadcast

3

2

1

8:30a Preschool
8:30a Food Bank Day
7:00p Al Anon

26

8:30a Preschool

28

9:00a Council Strategic
Planning Session

27

21
Newsletter info due
8:30a Preschool

14

7

20

8:30a Preschool

13

8:30a Preschool
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For most complete and up-to-date calendar, please visit
our website www.saintand.org.

8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:00p Handbell rehearsal
6:00p Recharge Worship
6:00p Men’s Choir rehearsal
7:00p Mixed Choir rehearsal
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8:30a Preschool
8:30a Habitat Build Day
Preschool Board meeting
7:00p Al Anon

19

18
8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:00p Handbell rehearsal
6:00p Recharge Worship
6:00p Men’s Choir rehearsal
7:00p Mixed Choir rehearsal

8:30a Preschool
5:00p Finance Team meets
7:00p Al Anon
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8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:00p Handbell rehearsal
6:00p Recharge Worship
6:00p Men’s Choir rehearsal
6:45p FINK Nite
7:00p Mixed Choir rehearsal

8:30a Preschool
1:00p Anti Racism Group
5:00p Women’s Spring
Celebration Banquet
7:00p Al Anon
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8:30a Preschool
9:30a Quilting Group
4:00p Handbell rhearsal
6:00p Recharge Worship
6:00p Men’s Choir rehearsal
6:45p FINK Nite
7:00p Mixed Choir rehearsal
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
501 NW 16th Street
Grand Rapids MN 55744
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Worship Service Schedule
Sunday 9:00 am

Wednesday RECHARGE 6:00 pm

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION STATEMENT
WELCOME

All people of faith in community in Jesus Christ, inviting and celebrating a rich diversity of members.

CELEBRATE God’s presence in our lives.
GROW

In our experience and understanding of God’s grace and God’s purpose for our lives.

REACH

Out with compassion to those in need, especially those who have not heard the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

